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AN APPEAL TO THE READERS 
‘Scientific Socialism: Theoretical & Political Weekly 
Commentary on Current Issues’ is brought forth as an 
attempt to give a revolutionary perspective on the 
contemporary emerging issues, by a revolutionary 
party of the working class of India and hence,  
doesn’t depend for its publication on funds that 
may come from capitalists or from such quarters 
as those of profiteering classes and people. We 
also don’t accept advertisements for its 
sustenance. We are also opposed to taking 
financial help from charity organizations of 
NGOs. 

Hence, not to mention, we solely depend upon 
such funds as those that come from or are 
donated by our sympathisers, supporters, 
common masses as well as workers and toilers 
who are themselves very hard-pressed so far as 
their financial capabilities are concerned. In the 
conditions of the ongoing unprecedented 
economic crisis and recession that has been 
continuing for more than a decade now, along 
with the Covid-19 outbreak and subsequent state 
of lockdown, their economic conditions are fast 
deteriorating and cannot donate much. It is 
therefore their numbers that matter the most. 
Even though they donate less, but, if their 
numbers are big a great financial help can be made 
possible. We therefore request our comrades to 
take in their fold as many sympathisers as possible 
so that the regular publication of this commentary 
isn’t hindered and it goes on smoothly without 
much difficulty, even though serious crunch 
situations may occasionally arrive. 

Apart from this, we also request our esteemed 
readers from across the board to send their 
comments, remarks, criticism, suggestions, etc. 
and point out our mistakes if any, so that we are 
able to assess our work in so far as the overall 
impact of the commentary is concerned. 

Earlier in one of our publications, we had 
mistakenly printed an incorrect Email ID 
(editor.at.scientificsocialism@gmail.com). The 
corrected Email ID is given in this issue. Any 
inconvenience caused is deeply regretted. 

In the last, we salute all those who have come 
forward with all sorts of help and contribution 
without which we would certainly haven’t taken 
up this task. 

With Revolutionary Greetings, 

Editor, Scientific Socialism 
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ABOUT THIS SERIES 

OF WEEKLY COMMENTARY & MORE 
‘Scientific Socialism: Theoretical & Political Weekly Commentary 
on Current Issues’ is an initiative to provide for its readers a 
revolutionary perspective to the events taking place across 
the globe and particularly in India. With this weekly 
commentary we seek to launch a campaign to expose the 
atrocious acts of the capitalist order, thereby providing a 
direction to the revolutionary forces along with the class-
conscious proletariat, which serves to further our task as 
those of the vanguard of the proletariat. 

The tone of the commentary has been set as such that it 
appeals to the masses, yet it does not shy away from 
drawing the obvious conclusions by concretely analyzing 
the concrete situations. The articles have been submitted 
by various writers but are centrally approved by the 
Editorial Board and the complete responsibility regarding 
the content lies on the Editorial Board only. Hence, it has 
decided to not publish the names of the writers. However, 
they will be kept for the maintenance of record.  

‘Scientific Socialism: Theoretical & Political Weekly Commentary 
on Current Issues’ aims at providing a revolutionary insight 
on the issues arising due to the seemingly permanent and 
structural crisis of world capitalism, causing an 
authoritarian and fascist shift in the regimes all across the 
world. With the abovementioned crisis deepening 
consistently, capitalism, ill-fated to become anachronistic, 
becomes even more inhumane with each passing day. 
Hence, the task set in front of the revolutionary forces is 
to accelerate this process and pave way for a revolutionary 
upheaval of the present order based on inequality and 
exploitation.  
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he first (inaugural) issue of Weekly 

Commentary of Scientific Socialism is right in 

front of you. It is quite natural that Covid-19-

related articles overwhelm its contents. 

Though it is a weekly commentary on current issues, 

yet the question of revolutionary direction is not to be 

lost sight of, which very much runs through every 

article and can be palpably felt everywhere. Not to 

mention, our revolutionary goal and objectives as 

those of the vanguard of the class-conscious 

proletariat, the vehicle of motion of history in the 

modern times, are never meant to be concealed. They 

have been historically too obvious to hide. 

In this issue, we are here to take up a campaign, and 

we treat it as disdainful to conceal, to mercilessly 

expose what Covid-19 pandemic has not yet exposed 

or for that matter, what Covid-19 cannot on its own 

ever expose i.e. the underlying causes of the inability 

of the capital-governed world that otherwise presides 

over a vast pool of resources and a long chain of 

progress made in all walks of human life; ranging from 

much needed fund to capital stock; ranging from 

abilities in medical science to the latest development 

in the field of technology and productive forces that 

can be commanded to produce any amount of 

equipments in short time. It is only the 'animal spirit' 

inherently built up and naturally present in the laws of 

development of capital that has brought a spell of 

despair among the masses in the times of Corona 

pandemic. Mankind is possessed with such abilities 

today as ones that could successfully handle any 

pandemic and the resulting crisis without much 

negative repercussions. 

However, to believe that people's sorrows and woes 

have been the result of Corona would be a grave folly. 

Oceans of tears have been existing since long under 

capitalism, particularly since it has been reeling under 

permanent crisis. It has nothing to do with the outbreak 

of Covid-19 pandemic. Pandemic has only aggravated 

the already existing crisis to the present level of surge. 

The real cause of today's unending plight of people and 

their almost certain ruin and destruction due to 

impending collapse of world capitalist economy and 

loss of employment and ruin of sources of livelihood 

as never seen before in history in the wake of persistent 

lock downs in the whole world. This is going to be the 

story for all corners of the world, from limping India 

to almighty America that needs to be mercilessly 

exposed. We have tried our level best to do this, 

though in a little haste and without having luxury to 

revisit most of the articles, right from the first issue 

itself. However, it is needless to say that such 

exposition with applying more rigour will continue.   

Just imagine for a moment the vagaries of a capitalist-

fascist state like India in the times of Corona 

pandemic! It gives an image of the things coming its 

way. 

While readying myself to pen these lines, I saw, 

thousands of migrant workers in Mumbai were 

hopelessly agitating near Bandra railway station in 

order to return their homes in UP, Bihar and West 

Bengal. The capitalist media branded them as having 

been motivated by Muslims for creating havoc. The 

workers said they had nothing to eat, also nothing to 

pay their landlords' who they said were constantly 

hunting for rent. On the other hand, in spite of PM's 

multiple requests and central government's direction, 

the employers threw most of them out of their jobs and 

also didn't pay their salaries. 

And this is not an isolated incident. No. Not at all. This 

is the general norm being witnessed during this 

pandemic since lock down first began on 24th March 

2020.    

Can anyone imagine a world without workers and 

toilers? Can anyone imagine any wealth, other than 

those gifted by Nature, that workers did not create? 

Can anyone imagine commodities without direct 

producers' labor embodied in them? From a tiny 

needle to a bomber jet, everything is the product of 

labor. Nevertheless, it is only the workers and toilers 

who are the worst hit lot of 'civilized' modern society. 

It is they who are so badly treated and let down when 

'modern' society, largely the creation of their sweat 

T 

FROM THE EDITORS’ DESK… 
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CORONA OR CAPITALISM, WHICH IS THE REAL ENEMY? 
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and blood, finds itself in a crisis, be it due to pandemic 

or pollution, war or recession.  

Let us see in brief how the capitalist system treated the 

workers when the Covid 19 pandemic precipitated. 

What is the experience of the last thirty days since the 

proclamation of the first lock down?  

The workers, fearing from their own experience of 

life-long maltreatment by those who are 'civilized' and 

also learning that the PM didn't announce anything 

concrete for them, they rightly felt they would die of 

hunger, lack of shelter and humiliation and hence 

came out in thousands and lakhs, with their wives and 

children, from all over India to walk on foot to their 

homes that were hundreds of kilometers away. It may 

sound unbelievable, yet it is true. Many died due to 

hunger, anxiety and exhaustion before they could 

reach home. The worst part of this story is that they 

were beaten, harassed and even sprayed chemicals 

during their long journey by the agency of the state. 

The complete account of such tales of barbarism of the 

state as well as the heroic 'long march' of the workers 

is yet to come, yet it is clearly demonstrated what a 

capitalist system looks like for workers.  

On the other hand, there are empty buildings and 

apartments, unused empty splashing bungalows, ghost 

towns and cities, empty huge grounds where 

arrangements could be made for workers to be 

accommodated like human beings, yet the stranded 

migrant workers are living, for example, in hell like 

conditions on the excreta-filled Yamuna banks or in 

over herded shelter homes mostly without enough 

food and other unmitigated or unfulfilled bare human 

necessities. Is it not natural that the workers, who are 

being forced to live like insects and animals, would 

miss their families and very much long to anyhow 

reach them when a possibility happens to arrive before 

them, even remotely.  

Food Corporation of India and State Food 

Corporations as well as private granaries are more than 

overfilled with almost 60 million tons of grains over 

and above the buffer norms, yet the poor are 

engendered of death or suicides due to acute shortage 

of food grains and other eatables because they have 

run short of money. In the end, as in Spanish flu, those 

who supposedly succumb to Covid 19 will be found to 

have mostly died of hunger, lack of food and shelter, 

anxiety, depression and even simple diseases 

aggravated as deadly ones by the conditions of severe 

malnutrition.  

It is, however, not only the workers who are in pain 

and distress. All other classes and sections sans the 

capitalist class and the uppermost sections as well as 

more well-off sections of middle class are going to 

suffer extraordinarily as this pandemic holds forth a 

very different regressive scenario in all respects for 

future. The loot and plunder of big capitalist class will 

intensify with the first sight of the collapse of 

economy. Their iron grip in the name of disciplining 

the masses to fight Covid 19 has already further 

tightened in all spheres. The fascists are already 

making a feast out of it by spreading their fangs and 

claws in the name of fighting for the sake of safety of 

the people from Corona. They have successfully 

pushed their divisive agenda centred around Muslim 

bashing through these difficult times.     

If we talk of the whole globe and Mankind, we have 

the best of technology ever that has provided us with 

the amazing level of productivity. We have industries 

with very high organic structure of capital. Medical 

science is one of the most developed branches of 

modern science. Yet we have been ashamedly tamed 

by a virus; doctors, nurses, researchers, laboratory 

technicians, other frontline health workers as well as 

constables who are spending their time day and night 

with the possibility of contact with the virus are facing 

serious crunch of appropriate masks, gloves and PPEs. 

The patients are facing serious lack of beds, testing 

kits, facing lack of ventilators and above all facing lack 

of well-equipped and efficient system of hospital 

services. The gigantic and highly efficient public 

health systems that once existed in developing 

countries as well as in developed countries has long 

been dismantled under the policy of economic 

liberalization. Privatized corporate health systems 

having the sole motive of amassing profit had been 

allowed to grow like mushrooms and completely take 

over this sector everywhere in the world. In the name 

helping only the poor, the system of health insurance 

has been introduced and implemented that benefited 

the insurance companies the most and not the common 

masses. Huge corporate hospitals with huge capacity 

sprang up. They all, in the time of Corona crisis, have 

kept busy making most out of this pandemic for 

themselves and in pushing their own interests and 
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agenda. They seldom have a sense or feeling of serving 

either the country or the countrymen or the humanity 

and are always up to something that help them extract 

more and more profit even during this pandemic-hit 

worldwide crisis. The government, the bourgeois 

leaders, officials, ministers and the whole cluster of 

those in power are hands in gloves with them and 

serving or promoting their interests in and during this 

pandemic.  

Actually, the benefit of the technological and scientific 

progress in the field of medical science has been 

allowed to be appropriated at the cost the society by 

this private health sector. This is true for every country 

in the whole world. Due to this, Mankind is in grave 

danger now in spite of plentifulness! Man and society 

are proving to be resourceless amidst riches. People, 

the masters of democracies are proving to be 

powerless before a few handful of those in power 

promoting the interests of the capitalists. This is 

because of existence of a social system that allows this.  

While, on the other hand, it must be remembered that 

Corona pandemic can't be overcome without 

providing a system for universally free vigorous 

testing, complete sanitization, successful isolation and 

quarantining of Covid-19 patients and its potential 

carriers, minimizing or doing away with the economic 

inequality and maintain physical distancing even 

among those who are economically weaker and 

crippled, setting up proper systems of providing food 

and above all installing a huge public health care 

system that may cater to the needs of confronting a 

pandemic.  

On the whole, we need to put a brake on capitalist 

greed that allows red carpets for viruses to mutate, 

grow, flourish and spread.  

But these things are impossible until the present 

exploitative social system that gives topmost priority 

to and based on generation and maximization of profit 

is replaced with a new social system which will ensure 

that the social wealth created by socialized labor be 

brought under the socialized ownership to serve the 

whole society instead of being privately appropriated.  

This entails a revolution against capitalism leading to 

the establishment of a socialist system, as only such a 

system can put brake on capitalist greed.  

The fact that the countries like Cube that has some 

even remotely socialist structures in their socio-

economic set up and, in some other respect, like China 

that was once a 'socialist' country has done better than 

others in containing Corona also proves this point. The 

utter failure of the meccas of world capitalism, be it 

America or any European country like Britain, Italy or 

France that have also shown total disregard for 

humanity while fighting Corona also proves that 

capitalism has to make way for a more efficient as well 

as pro-people humane scientific social system. Even 

this fact that Spain took over all the private hospitals 

to cope up in containing Covid 19 is also a pointer to 

the need of overthrowing capitalism. Not only this, 

even the bourgeois economists and many imperialist-

funded institutions have been forced to admit that the 

economic model they arrived at has too many fault 

lines and something has to be done about it. This is 

also indicative of the need of overthrowing the present 

capitalist system, though, without a concrete 

alternative in sight, people will have no choice but to 

make do with it however monstrous and inhuman it 

may be. Here the question of the revolutionary 

subjective force, that may rise to occasion and lead in 

these most difficult conditions as have been created 

and  posed by Covid 19 pandemic, occupies the centre 

stage for in its absence capitalism will not just melt 

away and stay as a stinking corpse.  

Capitalism is fast acquiring anachronistic 

characteristic as it has become detrimental not only to 

the progress but also for the existence of the humanity. 

The class-conscious proletariat and its vanguard must 

come out with its own independent clarion call and 

program of ridding the humanity of capitalism and 

establishing an exploitation free social system. 

Otherwise, as many scholars and researchers have 

already professed, the mankind is not going to be able 

to overcome any more such pandemic-hit crises in 

future.      

In the last, we call upon all our readers to decide what 

constitutes the bigger danger, the Corona virus disease 

or the world capitalist system. If Covid 19 pandemic 

has to be contained, let us accept that what constitutes 

the biggest obstacle is but capitalism itself.  

Finally, I hope that you (the readers) will appreciate 

this weekly theoretical and political commentary.  

 

Please do send to us your comments, suggestions and 

criticism at scientificsocialism.editor@gmail.com.   
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“The law, in its majestic equality, forbids the rich as 

well as the poor to sleep under bridges, to beg in the 

streets, and to steal bread”. The proverb (by Anatole 

France) presents the dichotomy inherent in the 

seemingly equal state action such as the lockdown. It 

is but one example of how social institutions fail those 

at the margins. In a country that boasts of being the 

second largest democracy of the world, a world leader, 

it took just one lockdown and less than a month to 

expose the shallow foundations and deep fault lines of 

the system. While climate change and global economic 

crisis were to unveil the rotten structures sooner or 

later, the pandemic has not just accelerated the process, 

but also magnified its horrors for the world to see. 

These changes are not mere bumps in the system but in 

the very nature of this system that is blinded by 

corporate-centric policies and measures. They are 

features of capitalism as such. This outbreak tells us 

how state is capable of trampling over the masses of 

this country and getting away with it by finding a 

scapegoat from within the society to blame. Tablighi 

Jamaat can be mentioned here as the most suitable 

example here.  

THE LOCKDOWN AND THE MASSES 

Someone has aptly referred to the lockdowns in 

Britain as a “tale of two lockdowns.” Never letting a 

good crisis go to waste, the corporates harped at an 

opportunity to make the best out of people’s misery. 

The rest, like the ‘responsible tax-paying citizens’ that 

they are, began panic buying, further reducing access 

to essentials. The preparations by the rest of the 

country were very different- within hours of the 

lockdown, panic struck migrant labourers took to the 

roads, in an attempt to reach their hometowns and 

villages in the hope of survival only to be met with 

chemical sprays and humiliation. Misery and 

indignation seem to be reserved for these, 

approximately 460 million, people of this country. The 

news of Ranveer Singh of Morena, Madhya Pradesh 

who collapsed due to a heart attack after he made a last 

cry for help to his wife, made the rounds on social 

media. Soon after the deaths of migrant labourers 

became the norm and were pushed under the carpet to 

make way for the more sensational communal news 

programs. Left with no means to survive, the workers 

were compelled to undertake the perilous journey back 

home. Some of them were brutally thrashed by the 

police while some met their nemesis under the 

highway vehicles. The message is clear- however 

harmless they may be, if hunger doesn’t kill them, they 

are bound to die out of police violence, state apathy 

and indignation. In what is being termed as the biggest 

exodus since partition, at least 35 migrant workers 

have been engulfed by poverty and state indifference. 

Alarmingly, the actual potential carriers of the virus 

escape untouched in their “lockdown getaways”. A 

senior IPS official attempted to send scam accused 

Kapil Wadhwan, Dheeraj Wadhwan and 21 others to 

a hill station despite the lockdown. Similarly a private 

jet full of “super-rich holiday makers” tried to get to 

their Cannes villa in a bid to escape the lockdown in 

London. The rich are as unsparing in their depravity as 

they are powerful. All this while the police brutality 

against “suspected” migrants is taking lives, who are 

being turned away from state borders, and being 

lynched for asking for a test  perhaps in a parallel 

universe. The masses are bound to be brutalized - as 

suspects, as potential carriers even if they ask for a test, 

WHAT THE POST CORONA WORLD COULD HOLD FOR THE MASSES? 
“EVEN CAPITALIST INSTITUTIONS CONCEDE THAT “CONVENTIONAL CAPITALISM IS DYING” IN FAVOUR OF 

“SOME VERSION OF COMMUNISM”. THE INDIGNATION, ANGER AND DESPAIR OF THE MASSES SHALL AND 

MUST POSE A FORMIDABLE CHALLENGE TO THE SOCIAL STRUCTURES AS WE KNOW THEM.” 
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or in the name of enforcing a lockdown while a small 

minority can get away on a holiday in their private jets. 

The WHO director-general stated that the lockdowns 

brought “unintended consequences for the poorest and 

the most vulnerable.” Such statements undermine the 

class difference inherent in authoritarian measures 

such as the unplanned lockdown, which are meant to 

serve the interests of a handful at the cost of very lives 

of the poor who are overlooked by the policy makers. 

The working class – who are ordinarily made to work 

in despicable situations and who are now left on the 

highways without any succor – are natural and 

intended sufferers of the crisis created by the elite. 

Forget wages and social security, the biggest of 

concerns for the working class remain basic survival 

and not dying of police brutality or starvation. 

WHAT LIES AHEAD OF THIS CRISIS? 

Like always, a crisis like the present pandemic created 

by ceaseless capitalist greed strikes the severest blow 

to those lowest in the pecking order. It is in these times 

that the class differences are most pronounced. The 

2008 Global Financial Crisis saw the billionaires 

evading the consequences with massive bailouts from 

the people’s money. The Bear Sterns rescue by the US 

Federal Reserve earned Hank Paulson (Secretary of 

the Treasury) the title of “Bailout king”. Numerous 

studies indicate how the working class succumbed to 

the pressures of the crisis- unemployment rates in the 

US alone rose from 5% in April 2008 to 10% in 

October 2009. While it took 18 months for the 

unemployment to double, it took 72 months to recover 

back to 5%. The labour force participation fell from 

66.1% in May 2008 to 62.4% in September 2015. 

None of this stopped Donald Trump from riding on the 

backs of the working class to victory, unscathed. 

Financial crisis aside, poverty pushes the poorest and 

the marginalised in the frontlines in times of health 

crisis such as the present one. The “socially neutral” 

view of mortality during the Spanish Flu was shattered 

by subsequent studies indicating a clear causal 

relationship between poverty and mortality. While the 

world is different from a 100 years back, 

“development” for the elite has consistently eluded the 

masses- like in 1919, even today, a large chunk of our 

resources is spent on the defense expenditures. The 

advance in infrastructure- the plane, the trains, even 

the buses seem inaccessible to the poor, who are still 

left to tread vast distances on foot. 

There is considerable uncertainty about the economic 

after-effects of the corona outbreak. However, as first 

reports of mass unemployment emerge, a fair idea can 

be had. US reported record spike in applications for 

unemployment claims. It is not the worst we have seen 

yet. The situation is likely to be compounded by mass-

lay-offs in the coming days. Conditions in India have 

already begun to follow suit. Jayati Ghosh stated that 

the 45-year unemployment low would begin to look 

like good news. The International Labour 

Organisation has predicted loss of 6.7 per cent of 

working hours globally in the second quarter of 2020 

– equivalent to 195 million full-time workers. It also 

stated that about 80% of the global workforce is likely 

to be affected by full or partial closures of workplace, 

lack of social protection, severe economic and health 

challenges. Experts predict that growth indicators 

could end in the negative and the fiscal deficit could 

skyrocket. Similar sentiment has been echoed by the 

Reserve Bank of India, OECD. Top-most credit rating 

agencies predict a substantial fall in growth, 

compounded by a rise in the non-performing assets. 

Signs of a global recession are unmissable. 

It is inevitable that the governments across the world 

will be called into question once the normalcy 

resumes. Grappling with the recession, financial and 

social difficulties, governments would desperately 

look for scapegoats in minorities, dissenter and other 

marginalised groups. It has already begun. It is always 

convenient to unleash a witch hunt against select 

groups by casting them as the “other”. In a fear-

stricken world, it would be a whole lot easier to shun 

the outpour of questions. While there is no denying 

that the religious congregations could have better 

handled the situation, the issue of Tablighi Jamaat has 

now morphed into a convenient distraction from the 

real issues that haunt the present government. It serves 

two purposes. a) it diverts attention from the damning 

failures of the government’s efforts to contain the 

virus, and b) it gives license to the state to target 

similar gatherings, exploiting the fears that are firmly 

cemented by the media and fake news. State repression 

and police brutality have been normalised over a 

period of time. Even lynching of innocents has become 

the norm of the day. Lynching in the name of infection 
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could conveniently replace or compound lynching in 

the name of religion. Migrant workers, those 

associated with the Tablighi Jamaat have already been 

targeted in Assam and Delhi. 

Protest gatherings were not infrequently ransacked by 

right-wing. Amid the already shrinking public space 

for dissenters, fear mongering could unleash a state-

sponsored witch-hunt against dissenters. We have seen 

a glimpse of the same already - while the country 

grapples with the crisis, the state is busy hounding 

those that it sees as troublemakers. Dr Ashish Mittal 

and Umar Khalid were taken in custody under the 

unrelated provisions of the Epidemic Disease Act. Dr 

Mittal’s wife’s clinic was singled out and raised in an 

attempt to harass her for her husband’s stand against 

the mining mafia in the state of UP. National Security 

Act and Sedition have been generously slapped against 

many. Abhilakh Singh, a trade unionist was arrested 

for criticising police atrocities and booked under 

sedition. Meeran Haidar, a JNU research scholar and 

RJD youth leader was booked under similar charges 

and hounded during a distribution drive. The list is 

endless. Arrests are going on even now. It is as if the 

governments were waiting for a distraction and 

pounced on one, notwithstanding the much more 

alarming health crisis. Such crack-down is not limited 

to India, and has assumed a much more pernicious 

character. Dissent and public gatherings could be 

victims, even after the pandemic subsides.  

OBSOLETE STRUCTURES AND A SILVER LINING 

Notwithstanding the uncertainty, the ordeals for the 

masses of this country and beyond, are not so much 

left to imagination. Social media is swamped by the 

spectacles of national highways and bus stations 

flooded by desperate migrant workers, of barricades 

welcoming them, of police brutality against those on  

the streets. Some claim that globalisation is bound to 

be rewired. 

In the worst time, countries that claim to be world 

powers have stumbled and collapsed. The fig leaf of 

development is blown away by a microbe; it has also 

taken with itself the facade of benevolence of this 

regime i.e. capitalism on the whole. In the middle of 

the lockdown, Amazon has sought applications of 

about 1 Lakh new employees, notwithstanding the risk 

to their physical and mental health. The pandemic has 

exposed gaping holes in the very structure of the 

society we live in. Increased precarity of work, rise of 

gig economy and the steady fall in the bargaining 

power of the working classes. In the middle of the 

outbreak, countries such as China continued to run 

their factories at the cost of workers’ lives. US and UK 

continued to insist on the need to keep the ‘economy 

going’. Jair Bolsonaro shamelessly wanted to sacrifice 

a few lives in favour of the economy. This is in sharp 

contrast to the approach of much more far sighted 

countries such as Venezuela and Cuba- that contained 

the outbreak in their country, maintained food security 

and stability, and also sent help to the rest of the world. 

We’ve seen this before. Despite considerable social 

and financial upheaval, the 2008 crisis failed to change 

much for the toiling masses. However, this time the 

scale and magnitude of the crisis is much bigger and 

could lead to a much more brazen show of capitalist 

exploitation once the health crisis subsides. During the 

bubonic plague, right after the deaths-phase subsided, 

the feudal elites tried reviving their privileges, and the 

“economic logic”. This aided the rise of capitalism and 

overthrow of feudalism. Some believe that the present 

crisis may culminate in a similar result for capitalism 

by the dejected working-class masses. The conclusion 

seems plausible considering the state brutality (in 

more than one way) against the masses either left on 

the streets or jailed in their jhuggis. Even capitalist 

institutions concede that “conventional capitalism is 

dying” in favour of “some version of communism”. 

British Secretary of State for Health and Social Care 

Matthew Hancock appealed everyone with 

manufacturing capacity to divert their energy to 
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manufacturing the health equipment rather than 

defense equipment- as has been sought by socialists all 

along. Even Donald Trump has been forced to invoke 

the Defense Production Act to bring General Motors 

under state control to produce and supply ventilators. 

The irrelevance of free markets is a writing on the 

wall.   

The outcry would go beyond the economic front. As 

those living in bastis and jhuggis huddled together in 

times of crisis, the hypocrisy of the middle class 

“family” was in full display. Social media was awash 

with videos of families abandoning those suspected to 

have caught the deadly virus. A family in Raipur 

abandoned a deaf-mute person at AIIMS Raipur 

suspecting him to be a corona patient. A couple 

abandoned their 2 young children at China airport as 

one of them caught fever and could not travel. Spain’s 

Defence Minister made a soul stirring revelation- 

soldiers doing the rounds of houses for disinfection 

etc. found a number of elderly people abandoned and 

dead in their beds. Incidents surfaced of people 

denying taking their old Covid suspects parents to the 

hospital and even performing last rites after death. The 

Indian government received a whopping 92000 

distress SOS calls within 11 days of the lockdown- an 

indicator of evils harboured within the hollow walls of 

the middle-class homes as a “family”. Even the 

patriarchal and rotten institution of family based on 

property relations lies exposed. 

The discontent against putrid capitalist response to the 

crisis and repression of the working class is 

skyrocketing. Disenchantment of the masses of people 

could soon turn into an  absolute loss of faith in not 

just the government but in the larger system that is 

wired to treat them even as less than commodities and 

turn a blind eye to their miseries. People’s reactions 

could well mark the transformation from “one world 

and the next”. “Stay home stay safe” or “We are in this 

together” ring hollow for women struggling with 

domestic violence, for the old abandoned by their own, 

and the poor who are out on the roads left to die. These 

few months have blown away the grand illusion of 

prosperity and growth under capitalism, while 

pointing at the stark, oppressive reality of our society. 

The indignation, anger and despair of the masses shall 

and must pose a formidable challenge to the social 

structures as we know them.  

“…. more than 52 percent of his workforce has been 

laid off, and several football fields worth of factory 

space are currently sitting idle. 

“Our country depends on these highly skilled workers 

and now they’re wondering why they are facing layoffs 

instead of having the opportunity to use their 

unbelievable skills to help save lives,” said 

Shelton.”[Vice.com] 

America is one of the worst affected countries by the 

corona virus pandemic, with the current death toll of 

34,641 (as of April 17th, 13:15 hours). In this dire 

circumstance, the country is facing a shortage of 

ventilators and other lifesaving equipment resulting in 

many evitable deaths. Keeping this in mind the 

workers at General Electric protested and demanded 

that instead of GE keeping its facilities idle and laying 

off its highly skilled work force, the factories can be 

used to manufacture ventilators so as to bridge the 

huge gap between ventilators available and the actual 

requirement. Other examples also show that even 

while there is an abundance of housing facilities, food 

and other essentials, thousands are left to die of 

evitable causes like hunger, exhaustion and treatable 

diseases.  

This amply shows the rot in the capitalist system 

motivated by profit and profit only. Covid-19 

pandemic has exposed the capitalist system’s failure in 

dealing with an outbreak of this level. Such advanced 

means of production are sitting idle in times like these, 

owning to the rampant privatization these resources 

are used only to serve their master’s thirst for profit 

and the government shamelessly serving the interest of 

the big capitalist class, have set their priorities straight 

and now proved themselves incapable of fighting this 

battle. It seems like capitalism is rendering itself 

redundant in taking the society forward and fighting 

with such pandemics that may threaten to wipe out the 

human race. Hence, the primary condition for the 

survival of human race inevitably becomes the 

expropriation of all the resources from the hands 

capitalists and instead putting them to task of serving 

the needs of the masses.  

GENERAL ELECTRIC WORKERS 

PROTEST AGAINST COMPANY FOR 

NOT USING IDLE FACILITIES TO 

MANUFACTURE VENTILATORS! 



 

Scientific Socialism Weekly Commentary / Issue 1 10 

Thousands of penniless, hungry and frustrated migrant 

workers from Bihar, UP and other labor supplying 

states and regions, called hinterland, hit the streets and 

thronged at Bandra railway station in Mumbai, a 

Covid-19 hotspot, in the afternoon of 14th April in 

complete 'violation' of the rules of the lockdown. 

Completely broken and frustrated as they were, some 

workers were relentlessly crying, saying (to the 

reporters) that 'they will go home whatever may come, 

even when lathicharged'. And, as we all saw on the 

television, the police obliged! They were hunted like 

dogs and chased like animals making them run for life 

and safety! Thousands of chappals gathered at the 

place in the aftermath of the incident tell the horrific 

tale. 

TV newsrooms were at the loudest pitch. Who 

instigated and organized them was their general 

outcry. The ear-shelling screams of the anchors 

subsided only when the errant, in-disciplined, 

irresponsible workers (however they poured mercy by 

not calling them anti-national) were forcibly herded 

back into their cages where they huddled together 

before the incident.  

But it wasn't a lone incident. By the time TV screams 

were at the top, more news of such errant workers 

came from Surat, Ahmedabad and Hyderabad who 

like their Mumbai brethren said they wanted to go 

home at any cost. Everywhere the reason was the same 

- uncertainty and lack of food, shelter and salary. 

Workers clearly said to the reporters, they had nothing 

to eat as well as had nothing to pay the landlords who 

had been threatening the workers with throwing them 

and their belongings on the road if they didn't pay the 

house rent. Despite repeated PM's request, the workers 

weren't paid salaries. PM was rightly expected to have 

brought a notification or a government order in place 

of making repeated request. The Supreme Court was 

also approached but no positive outcome arrived from 

there, too. The court rather remarked saying 'why the 

workers need salaries if they are being fed by the 

governments' that further sent the workers in despair 

and broke their faith.  

The workers very well knew they would not be able to 

go, still they came out, in utter despair. They might 

have thought that at least their plight would be telecast 

and made known i.e. their painful cries would be heard 

in the whole country. They might also hope their plight 

would be acknowledged and probably mitigated if 

made known to the PM. What they didn't know is that 

PM in his morning announcement on the same day 

hadn't announced any concrete means or measures by 

which workers would get salaries or they would be not 

hunted for house rents or they would be fed like human 

beings at least two times daily and of course without 

having to very often get abused and thrashed at the 

hands of either the police or other officials. What they 

didn't exactly know is that the worst of their sufferings 

and plight is yet to come and no other but only they 

themselves would have to first stop crying and then 

brace themselves up for a class battle. 

What this class battle looks like in the present scenario 

where workers are being kept half-fed under the most 

distressful conditions and not being allowed to go 

home, let alone making arrangements for their home-

bound return journey. The reasons are quite obvious. 

If all of them return home, who will work in the 

factories? If they are fed well and all their woes meted 

out, how will they feel pressurized to work even longer 

and cheaper than before in the post-lockdown arena? 

And then, how will their blood be further sucked to 

extract surplus value as high as possible for their 

masters. The workers' unending plight in the arena of 

lock down is the result of the unending class hatred on 

the part of capitalists and their lackeys who would like 

BANDRA TRADE OFF 

PENNILESS AND HUNGRY, YET BRUTALLY LATHICHARGED 

CLASS HATRED ON FULL DISPLAY 
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to utilize this situation to further clamp down and 

impose restrictions on the 'freedom' of bargain of the 

working class. That is why it’s not a moral question or 

even a question of lack of efficiency in providing 

better facilities to the stranded workers. The 

government subservient to the ruling bourgeois knows 

it well how to deal with migrant workers problem in 

the  times of Covid-19 and how to 'tactically' provide 

them 'limited' supply of facilities so that they aren't let 

die or flee away, even while using brute force to 

contain their ''go-home'' agitations. They allowed a 

few ten thousand of them to return in the beginning 

knowing it fully well that fewer hands will be required 

in factories in post-lock down periods. For this, they 

have already enacted a law for 12-hour working day. 

This will further swell the already more than 

overflowing pool of unemployed labor that will further 

put immense downward pressure on wages and an 

upward push on working hours. That means unfettered 

high profits for blood-thirsty capitalists. The Corona 

time has dawned even more opportune time for those 

who hound for the flesh and blood of the workers. This 

is inherent in the laws of development of capital where 

there is no space for any love, humanity or kindness 

for the workers. More freely under a fascist rule these 

laws operate, more and more lust for profit generates 

and hence more and more intense the method of 

exploitation becomes. That is why the whole system is 

filled with unlimited hatred for those who live on 

selling labor power. Capital knows no mercy, no love 

and of course no freedom for others including even 

that of the capitalists (personified form of capital). 

Only capital enjoys freedom and no one else. So 

capital, a social relation in essence, is a chain for 

workers and humanity. Whatever we see today 

happening with the lives of the poor, the downtrodden, 

the toilers and the workers, either in India or in the 

whole world, is nothing but the intensification of class 

war, in which the capitalists are aggressively 

exploiting by utilizing the services of the fascists, 

while those being exploited i.e. toilers and workers are 

still lacking in class consciousness and are completely 

subdued, unorganized and scattered. The so-called 

advanced sections of this badly oppressed proletariat 

are likewise backward and incompetent. This is how 

the situation stands before us right now.    

From here, the workers must learn valuable lessons 

from present experience. They need to fix it in their 

memory for always that where they presently live, 

breathe and work is a world dictated by the cruel laws 

of capitalist accumulation. It is not meant for 

development of all like you and us, no matter 

whichever party rules and whoever is leading the 

government. 

The laws of growth of capital when left to themselves 

get at work most cruelly killing and ruining the vast 

majority, and at last leads to its own destruction setting 

in ghastly tendencies of barbarity and medievalism 

accompanied by unfettered plunder of Mankind as a 

whole. This paves the way for the emergence of fascist 

rule of big capital, like the one we have now in our 

own country, which has become the general tendency 

of the present-day world being governed by finance 

capital.   

What is the scenario in India? Workers are addressed 

with sugar coated words in speeches but are very 

mercilessly subjected to exploitation even up to 

depriving them of the old laws that protected their 

rights to some extent. Merciful and kind words are 

used by the fascists just for duping or befooling them 

so that they do not see what they ought to see. Even 

the large chunk of intermediary classes lying in 

between the main divide of the bourgeois and the 

Proletariat are going to face the music of the ongoing 

capitalist accumulation. They are equally 'ill fated'. 

They are workers' future brethren, even if they are 

today aligned with fascists and behaving like enemies. 

Their future awaits them to align with the proletariat. 

The proletariat must keep this thing in mind whenever 

they take to the path of class battle. Even small and 

lower middle level owners of capital will be sacrificed 

at the altar of fascist centralization of capital. 

Excepting a tiny pro-fascist minority section of big 

capital all would be left to ruin and die whenever there 

erupts a serious crisis either related to health or 

something else. Although serious crisis will occur few 

and far between, yet for the majority of the humanity 

with the working class at the hardest hit pole, crisis is 

going to be a general norm.  
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The apocalyptic impact of COVID-19 upon the 

working class and poor sections of the society has 

pushed them deeper into an excruciating abyss of 

poverty, hunger and unemployment. The chaotic and 

miserable atmosphere replete with scenes of reverse 

migration, panic over food within just a few days of 

lockdown and public healthcare crisis are all 

significant indicators of a state failing massively in 

fulfilling its duties towards its citizenry.  

Truly, the pandemic has lain bare the dilapidated 

structure of governance, we all inhabit in. In the face 

of pandemonic state of global economy, the idea of an 

all-powerful nation state commanding people to 

surrender their civil liberties has grown stronger. 

Increased state control in the form of suppression of 

dissent, social distancing, social isolation and 

lockdowns have become the new normal. Imposition 

of sanctions depriving fundamental right to life and 

liberty of the toiling and downtrodden masses must be 

seen as a consequence of State failure in developing a 

robust and competent public health system and 

mitigation strategies. India’s frail, under-resourced 

and ill-equipped public health infrastructure with 

abysmal quality of care is the lens through which the 

health crisis ought to be looked through. Under the 

ruling fascist dispensation supporting ‘minimum 

government, maximum governance’, public 

healthcare has long been struggling to receive 

attention. Now it is time that we understand that 

treatment cannot be sacrificed to governments 

revering market economy unmindful of human cost. 

The analysis by the Global Health Security Index 

stating that fewer than 5% of countries had a national 

requirement to test their emergency operation centres 

for responding to a health emergency on an annual 

basis speaks a lot of the unpreparedness of the world 

capitalist order, for infectious disease outbreaks and 

other health emergencies.  

High population density, high incidence of respiratory 

illness patients and presence of co-morbidities coupled 

with tattered and overburdened public healthcare 

collectively make India, a ripe ground for proliferation 

of the pandemic. The Supreme Court in a host of 

judgements such as Mohinder Singh Chawla, Paschim 

Banga Khet Mazdoor Samity and Ram Lubhaya Bagga 

held that right to health was integral to the right to live 

with human dignity enshrined under Article 21 and the 

government had a constitutional obligation to provide 

and maintain health services. That any failure on the 

part of a government healthcare facility in providing 

timely medical treatment to a patient would be 

tantamount to violation of the patient’s right to life. 

Well, the judgements date back to 1980s and 1990s 

and the contours of the apex court have changed 

drastically since then, unabashedly inclined in the 

favour of the Executive organ of the bourgeois State, 

the most recent case being where it blatantly stated that 

it wasn’t an expert body to deal with lodging and 

feeding of migrant workers.  

In such dark times which see masses perishing due to 

pandemic, starvation and poverty, it would be 

worthwhile to take a step backward and 

comprehensively understand the facets to Right to 

Health, a substantive yet nominal right as it continues 

to remain confined to the statute books. United 

Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR)’s Fact Sheet No. 31 titled ‘Right to 

Health’ describes the right as an inclusive right having 

determinants such as safe drinking water and adequate 

sanitation, safe food, adequate nutrition and housing, 

healthy working and environmental conditions, health 

related education and information and gender equality. 

India ranked 93 with an abysmal performance in 

ensuring accessibility and equity of water and 

sanitation as per Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Performance Index 2015. The country ranked 102 (out 

of 117 countries) in Global Hunger Index 2019 with 

peaking rates in child stunting, wasting and 

malnourishment. In the first quarter of 2018-19, 6.4 

crore urban and rural households across India did not 

have adequate housing forget about adequate privacy, 

space, security, lighting and ventilation, location along 

with basic facilities at a reasonable cost which is a 

distant dream (‘Global Strategy for Shelter to the Year 

2000’, UNGA, Dec 1988). The country figured among 

the bottom five countries on the Environmental 

Performance Index on account of poor environmental 

health policy and rising deaths due to air pollution. The 

COVID-19 HASTENS THE HEALTH AND ECONOMIC CRISIS IN INDIA 
REVISITING PRE-COVID 19 AND ANALYZING POST-COVID 19 PUBLIC HEALTH CARE FAILURE 
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country ranked 112 in the Gender Gap Index due to 

increasing disparity in women health and participation 

in economy. In addition to such a poor performance on 

crucial parameters, the broken healthcare system 

hampers the opportunity for a vast majority to have 

access to equal and timely basic health services and 

essential medicines.  

PRE COVID-19 ANALYSIS: DECODING THE PUBLIC 

HEALTHCARE SECTOR  

Epidemics are products of the disease as well as the 

failure and apathy of the State machinery. The cost 

predisposition of the decaying capitalist order today to 

indulge in ruthless profit-making, have contempt for 

rational and scientific thought process and assign little 

value to public healthcare and education despite being 

cognizant of the alarming state of affairs is being borne 

by the masses today. With less than 1.3% allocation of 

GDP on healthcare, the Indian state has its priorities 

set. 

The indices and statistics stated henceforth aim at 

informing the depth of the rot in the system.  

In the Global Burden of Disease Study published in 

Lancet in 2018, India ranked scored a 41.2 against the 

global mean value of more than 60 in the Access to 

Quality Care parameter. This was on account of high 

“out-of-pocket (OOP) health expenditure” being paid 

by the individuals as a percentage of total public 

healthcare expenditure of a country. A study titled 

Health Care and Equity in India alerted India way back 

in 2011 that close to 4 crore people were falling into 

poverty every year because of high OOP spending. 

The National Health Profile 2019 states India’s public 

investment in healthcare i.e. less than 1.3% to be 

“lower than even the low-income countries”. The 

Govt. may boost of injecting 1.7 lakh crores as COVID 

relief package which stands abysmally low in front of 

18% of its GDP investment by Germany, 14% in U.K., 

8% in USA and 4% in China.  

IndiaSpend’s Report states that only 7% of sub-

centres, 12% of primary health centres and 13% 

community health centres are functioning as per 

Indian Public Health Standards. Even after 

implementation of Swachh Bharat Mission, a 

whopping 42% sub centres, 18% PHCs and 12% 

CHCs lack sanitation facility. As per latest data as of 

March 2018, only 2903 blood banks exist, which 

translates into less than three blood banks for every 10 

lakh population. Department of Health Research 

points out that only 106 Viral Research and Diagnostic 

Laboratories (VRDL) are functional, far too few for a 

135-crore population. Moreover, the ICMR has been 

consistently given scarce funds towards allocation of 

VRDLs which play a pivotal role in enhancing 

capacity for early identification and diagnosis of all 

viral infections.  

With a single state-run hospital for every 55,591 

people, a hospital bed for every 1844 people, 2.3 ICU 

beds per 1,00,000 people, less than one allopathic 

doctor per thousand people (recommended by WHO), 

India’s overstretched health infrastructure can be 

blamed for misery of the majority. Almost 2667 

sanctioned positions continue to lie vacant at district 

hospitals. Despite the shortage in health personnel, 

Accredited Social Health Activists (ASHAs) continue 

to work as casual workers devoid of social security net. 

The private healthcare sector has preyed in on a 

dominant share of doctors and beds and that has given 

it the liberty to set its rules and prices which squeeze 

out the meagre earnings of poor households. In times 

of COVID-19, when sanitizers, disinfectants and 

masks have become a necessity, 21% of the population 

living below the poverty line have no access to them. 

Data (2017) projects that 50.7% of the rural population 

doesn’t have basic handwashing facilities including 

soap and water.  

If the prevalence of diseases is looked at, the 

population can be said to be a victim to diseases such 

as tuberculosis, HIV, respiratory illnesses including 

pneumonia, diabetes and hypertension. India, being 

the epicentre of tuberculosis registers 1400 lives every 
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day. Despite it being a largely curable disease, the 

system continuously fails in diagnosing and treatment. 

One third of the country’s adults suffer from 

hypertension while one tenth are diabetic. As per 

Lancet’s Study published in 2019, close to 20 crore 

people in India had mental disorders which included 

around 4.6 crore with depressive disorders and another 

4.5 crore with anxiety disorders. The above figures are 

telling of the plight of status quo but of course do not 

feature anywhere in Govt’s agenda.  

SHRINKING OF PUBLIC HEALTHCARE 

The flagship Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Abhiyan 

(PM-JAY) or the Ayushman Bharat Scheme is nothing 

short of a gimmick. No study or assessment has 

established its efficacy. Subsequent to PM-JAY, the 

Health Ministry issued broad guidelines for private 

investment in setting up of hospitals in Tier-2 and 

Tier-3 cities. It unambiguously asked the states to 

ensure the following three things to the private 

investors in healthcare i.e. firstly earmark and provide 

land within specific times, secondly provide 40% 

viability gap funding (an advance payment from 

exchequer to help build private facilities) and lastly 

provide gap funding up to 50% of tax on various costs, 

including capital cost. A year later in January 2020, 

NITI Aayog came up with its public-private 

partnership plan premised on handing over of the 

government run district hospitals to private players. 

Budget 2020 also chipped in by incentivising state to 

promote private healthcare.  

Thus, the State suggested public health ‘solutions’, as 

it may call, engender investment in exorbitant private 

health providers and increasing cover on insurance 

schemes. Offering of large discounts on land for 

private hospitals as well as rebates and subsidies is the 

recipe to repair the broken health system, is what the 

State has been serving to masses ever since. About 

56% of the urban population while 49% of the rural 

population is forced to opt for private sector 

healthcare. Households not generally using the public 

health facilities are highest in Uttar Pradesh (80%) and 

Bihar (78%). The two states top the tally in generation 

of workers in the unorganized sector. Needless to say, 

by virtue of having a profit-above-all approach, the 

private sector’s aim is limited to treating the patients 

who can afford its services and not invest in preventive 

measures. In times like these, a strong public 

healthcare would have effectively and efficiently 

tracked, curbed and prevented the spread of pandemic. 

COVID-19 has only helped in exposing the 

generational neglect towards affordable public health 

system. With the above stated detailed picture in mind, 

the analysis of the State’s measures to combat COVID 

19 turns out to be nothing short of a lip service to the 

ferocious elephant in the room.  

POST COVID-19 ANALYSIS OF THE STATE 

(IN)ACTION AND OFFENSIVE 

History’s largest lockdown came in with a four-hour 

notice on the night of March 24 and what followed was 

a sudden exodus of lakhs of internal migrant laborers 

desperately heading to their villages in the hope of 

food, shelter and warmth of family members. The 

unplanned and impromptu decision speaks volumes 

about the Government’s ignorant and reckless way in 

dealing with the pandemic. WHO also reaffirmed the 

point that lockdowns alone won’t eliminate 

coronavirus unless necessary measures like liberal 

testing, treating, isolating and quarantining were in 

place. In all probability, the short-term benefits 

accrued by lockdown would soon be overridden if the 

emergency measures and broken public health 

infrastructure weren’t ramped up simultaneously at a 

good pace. 

The first case was reported on January 30. On March 

13, exactly two days after WHO declared the outbreak 

as a pandemic, a senior health ministry official was 

found reassuring that it “wasn’t” a health emergency. 

It was only on March 19 that the Govt. passed an order 

putting a halt on export of lifesaving equipment. The 

availability of only 40000 ventilators, one isolation 

bed per 84000 people, one quarantine bed per 36,000, 

one doctor per 11600 patients and one hospital bed per 

1826 patients made the health scenario murkier for 

India. The Government’s way of operation reeked of 

opaqueness, laxity and carelessness. Despite having 

performed woefully less number of tests, the Health 

Ministry maintained its stance for long, that India only 

had cases of contraction of disease from beyond 

international borders. Among the countries with more 

than 500 recorded cases of Covid-19 of which data 

related to testing is available, India ranks 4th from 

below in number of tests per 10 lakh people which 
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stands at 177 tests per 10 lakh population, putting it 

even behind countries like Pakistan, Kenya, Ghana 

and Iraq (Data as of 16 April 2020). Even while other 

countries were resorting to aggressive tracing, testing, 

isolation of anyone who might have been exposed, the 

Govt. was still making irresponsible remarks like India 

did not have community transmission (Stage 3). 

However, recently a research study in the Indian 

Journal of Medical Research authored by ICMR 

scientists has gone on to suggest that there was 

evidence of community transmission in 40% of 

COVID 19 patients with severe respiratory illness 

lacking travel history from as early as March 22!  

ICMR had initially egregiously justified its act of not 

doing random testing by saying no positive case was 

detected in the 500 randomly collected samples of 

respiratory disease patients in ICUs. Early and mass 

testing helps in detection of virus in asymptomatic 

patients who could then be isolated for containing the 

spread and keeping mortality rates under control.  

The state of Bihar is a good case study to have an 

insight into the fissures plaguing the healthcare 

system. Patna Medical College and Hospital (PMCH), 

one of the ‘coveted’ hospitals doesn’t have beds for 

potential COVID 19 patients nor a designated ward for 

symptomatic patients. With 1.1 beds per 10,000 

people, Bihar lies way lower than the WHO mandate. 

The state comprises of a single research centre for 

testing samples which are then sent to Pune for a 

second confirmation. With low testing, the doctors 

face the risk of being infected by non-diagnosed 

patients. Moreover, the State as well as the Central 

Govts. have failed massively in providing basic safety 

kits and N95 masks to frontline doctors. They have 

instead been shoved with HIV protection kits which do 

not fully cover their body. 

The HIV and TB patients, children in need of 

immunisation and quarantined migrant workers 

continue to bear the draconian impact of lockdown. 

Scroll’s Report highlights how scaling down of daily 

operations by hospital OPDs, transport restrictions, 

disruption of supply chain of essential goods and 

services for TB, HIV/AIDS, cancer, diabetes and other 

life-threatening diseases, stoppage of ante natal care 

outreach programmes were jeopardising the lives of 

many in the process of addressing on one public health 

crisis. Without timely medication being afforded to 

HIV and TB patients, India was to see a spurt in multi 

drug resistant TB in which it was already topping the 

charts. The quarantined migrant population describes 

their experience as traumatic. Overcrowding, 

unhygienic conditions, no social distancing, scarcity 

of food and lack of medication within such centres had 

exacerbated their condition.  

DIFFERENTIAL IMPACT OF LOCKDOWN UPON THE 

PHYSICALLY VULNERABLE MIGRANT WORKERS 

It is the toiling migrant workers, landless agricultural 

laborers and unorganized sector workers who are most 

in need of an affordable, accessible and functional 

public healthcare to overcome the vicious cycle of 

unemployment, poverty, hunger and death by 

starvation. The Prime Minister may have made the 

pompous announcement of ₹15,000 crore stimulus to 

improve healthcare, most of which would go into 

meeting the emergency requirements, import of safety 

and testing kits, how much of it goes into rebuilding of 

healthcare infrastructure remains a mystery.  

The newspapers are replete with reports of migrants 

who are starving, with little or no money in their 

possession. The ration shops are mostly closed and 

when they happen to be open, they do not provide 

ample quantity earmarked by the Govt. suggesting 

corruption. For the ones not having ration cards, they 

have to face the technological hindrance of filing an 

online form and obtaining bar code. If the worker is 

fortunate enough to receive grains, even then the 

problem doesn’t get solved due to shut down flour 
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millers and chakki shops due to fear of police action. 

In a recent incident, the dehumanising experience for 

the workers notched up when a bunch of them were 

sprayed by the harmful sodium hypochlorite solution, 

a disinfectant used to clean hard surfaces as a 

‘preventive’ measure.  

The presence of co-morbidity alongside malnutrition 

and hunger undoubtedly makes them highly 

vulnerable migrant population to the pandemic. 

Various studies have highlighted as to how 

malnutrition is the primary cause of 

immunodeficiency worldwide and often suffer from 

undernutrition. They were anyways barely able to 

access govt. food security schemes due to non-

availability of local identity cards and the lockdown 

has snatched the little that was going into their mouths, 

rendering them a penalty of death.  

 

HEALTHCARE WORKERS ON THE FRONTLINE 

FORCED TO SURRENDER THEIR RIGHT TO LIFE 

Healthcare workers comprising of doctors, nurses, 

ASHA workers and Block Functionaries and 

sanitation workers are going through what could be 

called a multi-layered fear and agony. Multiple risk 

factors like state apathy in the form of lack of personal 

protective equipment (PPE) and masks to insulate 

themselves, possibility of them transmitting virus to 

family members, facing societal wrath in the form of 

ostracization, harassment both physical and verbal, 

facing administrative flak in the form of suspension or 

deduction of salaries for voicing concern about the 

lack of basic facilities and the policy of coercing 

pregnant, lactating or immune compromised health 

workers to turn up for service have started to render 

the workers vulnerable to psychological distress, 

depression and anxiety.  

The Kerala based Nurses’ Association has approached 

the Supreme Court citing the life-threatening situation 

the workers were deployed in. The petition rightly 

pointed towards hazards such as “pathogen exposure, 

long working hours, psychological distress, fatigue, 

occupational burnout, stigma and physical and verbal 

violence” and called for an urgent formulation of a 

National Management Protocol for COVID-19. The 

middle class’s acceptance and compliance of the 

Government’s gimmick of plate-banging and lighting 

lamps has provided it with a comfortable escape from 

addressing the revolting conditions. 

In a BBC Report, the doctors narrated their ordeal as 

to how they were ‘chased away from homes’, directed 

at with abusive and vulgar language by patients, pelted 

at with stones as well as ostracization of them and their 

families by neighbours due to exposure with COVID 

19 infected. A senior Nursing Officer in the capital 

deployed at a COVID 19 ward said as to how only the 

healthcare staff coming in direct contact with 

pandemic affected patients were given PPEs while the 

rest had been asked to carry on their tasks with surgical 

masks and OT gowns. A senior doctor in Bihar got 

suspended in return for demanding low cost Rapid 

Testing Kits on account of a sharp spike in cases in 

Bihar. It is important to note that the doctor pointed 

out towards a massive corruption in PCR kit as 

commission was being derived through its sale. On the 

contrary, a low-cost rapid testing kit didn’t allow any 

margin for money making. AIIMS, country’s coveted 

medical institution issued a notice to its doctors and 

staff asking them to disinfect their N95 masks and 

reuse it at least four times. Ironically, the notice was in 

direct contradiction with AIIMS’s Guidelines which 

discouraged disinfecting masks as it leads to 

substantial compromise in the quality. The ASHA 

workers and the Block Functionaries were also found 

to be functioning under poor working conditions in 

Maharashtra. For covering up close to 50 houses for 

undertaking a survey, they were paid a miniscule Rs. 

30 per day. Having been given only two sets of gloves 

and masks with no sanitizer or hand wash, they were 

compelled to go for field work, a task ridden with 

danger due to high possibility of catching infection 

accelerated further by non-availability of PPEs. 
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Several doctors have already started using makeshift 

protective gear like ‘raincoats and helmets’. When the 

doctors sought accountability from the administration 

and took to social media for publicizing the inhumane 

working conditions, they were asked to pull down the 

social media posts and were apprehended for further 

questioning. Some of them were even issued a transfer 

order. When the junior doctors at JNMCH, expressed 

their inability to work due to absence of protective 

gear, the district administration instead shot off a letter 

to JNMCH’s Superintendent asking him to furnish all 

details of the protesting doctors to law enforcement 

cell. The medical personnel were told that non-

performance of their duties would invite slapping of 

sections under IPC and Epidemic Diseases Control 

Act. In some places, the hospital administration has 

silenced doctors by providing HIV kits. The shoddy 

state of affairs for the firefighter frontline healthcare 

staff only goes on to affirm the worthlessness assigned 

to their lives by the State. In a broken system for the 

patients, the doctors were being commanded to trade 

off their lives for others.  

THE WAY FORWARD 

Keeping the abovementioned scenario in mind, the 

utter disregard for human life and the sheer inability of 

the capitalist order, rapidly imposing neoliberal 

policies since the last few decades, in containing and 

effectively tackling such epidemic stands exposed. 

While public health analyst, economists and experts 

have recommended a slew of measures to the Indian 

Government to contain the pandemic’s spread, the 

Indian State has completely lacked in implementing 

the same. The policy of aggressive testing, as 

recommended by the WHO Director General on 16 

March 2020 has not been adopted as a policy by the 

Indian Government yet and the number of tests being 

done by it with respect to the population is abysmally 

low. 

It is evident how ‘developed’ countries of the Global 

North promoting neo-liberal policies of liberalization, 

privatization and globalization and boasting of having 

the world’s finest healthcare systems have bit the dust 

in handling the Covid-19 pandemic. While Spain has 

nationalized its entire healthcare system, the USA has 

been compelled to invoke the almost forgotten 

Defence Production Act which directs private 

companies to produce needed goods, conservative PM 

of UK Boris Johnson who stands as a staunch opposer 

of ‘big government’, couldn’t help but shower praises 

upon and thank the public-funded National Health 

Service (NHS) for saving his life after his successful 

recovery from Covid through the NHS itself. It is also 

evident that countries, even though not adopting a 

socialist mode of production, but have adopted 

socialist and welfare policies, like Cuba and China 

have not only been successful in containing the spread 

of the virus but have sent medical aid and assistance to 

even other nations, while the European Union saw 

deepening of divisions among its members. 

Hence, the way forward must be to part away with the 

neoliberal and pro-capital policies and adopt a policy 

of free, quality and universal healthcare including free 

and aggressive testing for Covid-19, upgradation of 

hospital facilities by procurement of beds and 

equipment, allocation of funds for primary health and 

wellness centres, along with human resource 

management by making PPEs available for the 

frontline workers, deployment of doctors at service 

clusters where outbreaks might take place, training of 

community health care workers with protocols and 

effective centre-state coordination mechanisms for 

efficient sharing of expertise, strategy and resources, 

constitution of a task force to interpret and analyse the 

latest information and share findings with the public to 

counter the widespread disinformation among 

numerous other policy measures. Naturally, such a 

fundamental measure would require enormous amount 

of fund and capital stock, which is available in more 

than sufficient quantity with the big capitalist class in 

forms of hospitals, labs, human resource, holdings etc. 

A fully functional and comprehensive system of free 

and universal healthcare can be created almost 

instantly by expropriation of the private property as 

mentioned above of the big propertied or capitalist 

class. While this may sound like an extreme measure, 

but considering the crisis of Covid-19 which has 

gripped the entire world and has the potential of 

wiping out a chunk of the world population due to the 

sheer inability of the world capitalist order in taking us 

out of this crisis, extreme measures in order to save 

lives have become the need of the hour to save 

humanity from the virus of Corona as well as 

Capitalism.  
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‘Aarogya Setu’, a mobile application or app launched 

by the Government of India on 2 April 2020, has been 

termed by the Government as an important step in the 

fight against Covid-19 as it tracks patients and gives 

important updates to its users. Since its release, the 

Government has aggressively promoted the app on 

various platforms: HRD and Railways Ministry have 

released advisories urging students, teachers and 

employees along with their families to download the 

app. CBSE is promoting the app in its schools and 

educational institutions. Banks are sending 

promotional messages to their customers. Promotions 

and information are being displayed on TV channels 

and media. The Prime Minister along with other 

ministers have tweeted about it. Consequently, the app 

saw 1 crore downloads just after 4 days of its release, 

2 crore after 8 days, and 5 crore after 13 days of 

release. However, how does the app work, how does it 

help against Covid-19, what information and data it 

procures from its users, how that data is used, what are 

its implications and loopholes in the process, are some 

aspects regarding which the information is not being 

disseminated among the masses. 

HOW DOES ‘AAROGYA SETU’ WORK? 

The app uses a technology called ‘contact tracing’. 

First of all, it records the user’s name, mobile number, 

gender, profession, travel history, whether one smokes 

or not. It requires permission to access your location 

through GPS and Bluetooth which are kept on 

continuously on the phone. Through GPS, the app 

tracks the user’s location every 15 minutes, which 

means that it knows and records where you are and 

wherever you go. Not only that, through Bluetooth, the 

app can read signals coming from any other phone 

with this app from 6 feet away through which it will 

know and record who are you with and whom do you 

meet. All this information gets stored in the app. In 

case any person gets infected or develops symptoms, 

that information is fed to the app either voluntarily by 

that user or the app can get it from the government’s 

database of known cases since it has access to that. 

Now take for example that you meet a person and both 

of you have the app. Through Bluetooth, both phones 

will record the date and time of such meeting. If that 

person gets tested positive for Covid-19 anytime soon 

in the future, the app will send alerts to all the phones, 

including yours, who have been in contact with him, 

asking to practice self-quarantine or getting oneself 

tested. This is how the app reduces the chances of 

spread of infection. 

This explains the utility of Bluetooth in such 

technology but is GPS tracking and other personal 

information necessary for this? Singapore has been 

using the same technology through its app ‘Trace 

Together’ but that app uses only Bluetooth and phone 

number of the user, neither location tracking nor any 

other personal information including even name. 

Through Bluetooth, such alerts are given to any person 

who has recently met a Covid-19 positive person. 

Then why is Aarogya Setu app turning our phones into 

a tracking device and taking our personal information, 

is the question which emerges. 

EPIDEMICS AND PRIVACY 

Questions have been raised by cyber experts about the 

app’s collection of such personal information and 

constant real-time tracking of its users. It is evident 

that such an app can be quite easily used as a 

comprehensive surveillance mechanism by the State. 

The app has been created by the Government of India 

through the Public-Private Partnership model, 

although the name of the private firm involved has not 

been made public. Hence, all the information that gets 

stored in the app’s servers will be accessed and used 

by the Government. The Electronics and IT Ministry 

has stated in its statement that the data will be used 

only for medical purposes. However, this is 

contradictory to the App’s Privacy Policy which states 

that the data can be used for medical as well as 

administrative purposes. The disclosed purpose for the 

Aarogya Setu app is vague enough for it to be used for 

purposes other than fighting against Covid-19 and it 

might evolve into a permanent architecture for 

surveillance even after the Covid-19 crisis is over. 

There is no legal framework to govern the App other 

than its Privacy Policy and Terms of Use. It’s a matter 

of grave concern that India doesn’t have a data 

protection law in place. The Government’s Personal 

‘AAROGYA SETU’ APP: 

TECHNOLOGY VS. PRIVACY IN TIMES OF AN EPIDEMIC 
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Data Protection Bill, 2019 presented earlier in the 

Parliament has met criticism from cyber and privacy 

experts. Even former Supreme Court Judge, Justice B. 

N. Srikrishna, who headed the Committee related to 

data protection and on the basis of the report of which 

the first draft of the concerned Bill was drafted, has 

criticized the current Bill saying that it has the ability 

to turn India into an “Orwellian State” as “the 

government can at any time access private data or 

government agency data on grounds of sovereignty or 

public order. This has dangerous implications.” In the 

absence of a strong data protection law, there is no 

remedy for the citizens against violations of their 

Right to Privacy, a fundamental right as declared by 

the Supreme Court in its 2017 judgment of K. S. 

Puttaswamy v Union of India, by such apps. 

We have the example of ‘Aadhaar’ before us which 

started as a benign benefit transfer scheme but took the 

form of a biometric ID and mass surveillance system 

after numerous unrelated services was linked to it by 

the Government. Some cyber law experts have also 

pointed the absence of a guarantee that the App 

servers’ collected data will be deleted after the Covid-

19 crisis is over. Even now, additional features are 

being added to Aarogya Setu. An E-Pass feature is to 

be released in the coming days which will act as a filter 

for individuals visiting public places by assigning 

them colours of Green, Orange and Red based on their 

health and contact matrix. 

The Prime Minister in his address on 6 April 2020 to 

BJP workers asked to make sure that each worker gets 

this app installed in at least 40 people’s phones and 

feeds their personal information in the app. Even 

though the usage of this app is voluntary, only time 

will tell how the BJP workers will make sure that the 

app is installed in our phones. 

FUTILITY OF CONTACT TRACING WITHOUT 

AGGRESSIVE TESTING 

Without a policy of aggressive testing, ‘contact 

tracing’ technology cannot be successful since only 

timely tests will allow the people to know if there has 

been an infection to the people they have met. The 

numbers related to tests in India are abysmally low. As 

of 17 April 2020, among all the nations whose data is 

known and which have a more than 500 positive cases, 

India is among the 5 nations with least number of tests 

per population. There have been just 220 tests per 10 

lakh population in India which is less than the tests 

even in countries like Pakistan, Ghana, and South 

Africa. Without a policy of widespread and aggressive 

testing, the Aarogya Setu app would be more useful 

for mass surveillance rather than the fight against 

Covid-19. 

USE OF TECHNOLOGY IN TIMES OF CRISIS 

In the last few centuries, the unprecedented growth of 

science and technology has increased the span and 

enriched the quality of human lives. It has led to 

improved healthcare facilities and invention of 

vaccines which have protected us from fatal diseases. 

However, the capitalist mode of private appropriation 

of profit has led to the technology which makes toiling 

work enjoyable, causing massive unemployment and 

layoffs at the same time. The enormous and profound 

contribution of Albert Einstein’s e=mc2 formula was 

tainted with its usage in invention of the atom bomb to 

fight imperialist wars. The aforementioned case of 

Aadhaar is another apt example to add to the point. 

Hence, the technology of ‘contact tracing’ useful in the 

fight against such epidemics can easily be converted 

into a mass surveillance system by an authoritarian 

pro-capital political dispensation to crush the right to 

privacy of its citizens. There have been numerous 

safeguards recommended by cyber privacy experts 

like Blockchain, Artificial Intelligence, Open Source 

Codes, Independent Audits of Algorithms etc. which 

ought to be placed in the tracing system to protect 

privacy of individuals, but not only these 

recommendations have been ignored in the application 

of contact tracing through the app, personal 

information and GPS live location tracking have been 

attached to it, and the terms of usage and privacy 

policy have been made dangerously vague and all this 

is being done in the absence of a strong data protection 

law and policy of aggressive testing. These symptoms 

are enough to make clear the intention of the State in 

urging its citizens to use the Aarogya Setu app in the 

name of fighting against the epidemic of Covid-19, 

which is to clamp down on the democratic voices 

raised against injustice and anti-people anti-working 

class diktats of the State, through constantly 

monitoring the location, movements and even 

meetings of individuals.  
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On 14th April, Anand Teltumbde and Gautam 

Navlakha became the latest victims to the accelerating 

crackdown on human rights activists and public 

intellectuals and surrendered before the NIA on the 

order of the Supreme Court. They were an addition to 

the sudden and shockingly rapid arrests and house-

raids of 10 other activists that happened in 2018 in 

connection with a gathering in Pune in December 2017 

termed as the Elgar Parishad which, according to the 

police, led to violence in January 2018 at Bhima 

Koregaon village in Maharashtra. The police termed 

this gathering, primarily of Dalit organizations, to be 

one of those having connections with the banned 

Maoist party and has booked all the activists under the 

draconian Unlawful Activities Prevention Act 

(UAPA) which does not even allow anticipatory or 

regular bail. The concerned charge sheet also mentions 

about their involvement in a plot to kill the Prime 

Minister of India. 

However, it’s regrettable that despite Gautam 

Navlakha and Anand Teltumbde not even being 

present at the Elgar Parishad or Bhima Koregaon 

during the concerned time period and prosecution not 

producing any evidence or new facts to back its 

allegations till now, their anticipatory bail petitions 

were rejected by the Supreme Court on 16 March and 

then, in another order on 8 April, they were directed to 

surrender within a week. Even after listening to the 

accused’s problems of old age (one reaching and 

another over 70 years) and pre-existing medical 

conditions, the Supreme Court refused to budge. 

During these times of Covid-19 epidemic and the 

grave risk of spread of infection in India’s 

overcrowded jails, the Court did not even refer to the 

situation created by the virus outbreak while directing 

them to surrender. 

It’s noteworthy that the fact-finding report of an IG of 

police - constituted Committee found material 

evidence to conclude that Bhima Koregaon violence 

was preplanned by right wingers Sambhaji Bhide and 

Milind Ekbote. Nonetheless, one was never arrested 

and the other released on bail within one month. While 

the names of arrested activists, who now languish in 

jails for close to 2 years as undertrials facing consistent 

rejections of their bail applications by the courts, were 

not even in the FIR. 

Having a bird’s eye view of the state of affairs in the 

recent years presents us the unsettling dichotomy 

where on the one hand, the operations of fascist goons 

including lynch mobs and rioters have not only 

increased but become more consolidated and 

organized, and on the other, the clampdown on 

democratic voices along with working class and 

people’s movements have reached unprecedented 

levels and is escalating through both State and non-

State actors. 

The arrests of Navlakha, a human rights activist and 

editor of EPW and Teltumbde, a professor and Dalit 

scholar, only go on to reaffirm the State’s policy of 

zero tolerance towards any form of dissent and as an 

unambiguous warning for public-spirited individuals 

to refrain from raising voices against it. Similar events 

on an unprecedented scale over the past few years have 

exposed the complete shedding of any remnants of 

democratic character by the various organs of the 

State, after their seemingly complete takeover by the 

current dispensation which has no regard for any 

democratic principle set even by bourgeois State for 

itself. Black laws like the UAPA, which reverses the 

criminal law jurisprudence through ‘presumed guilt’ 

of the offender making ‘jail as the norm, bail an 

exception’ and ensuring that the process becomes a 

punishment in itself, have been made more draconian 

and are habitually used while other pro-people laws, 

like the RTI Act, have been diluted, police oppression 

has increased manifold, mass surveillance systems 

through Aadhar, the newly created Aarogya Setu app, 

along with face recognition softwares are in place, 

media has become a mouthpiece of ruling regime, 

social media is replete with hateful and provocative 

posts, and the sanghi goons and gangs seem to be 

omnipresent and ever ready to  initiate an attack on any 

target. The dangerous active nexus between police and 

media, where one manufactures evidences to tag 

targets as ‘urban naxals’ or worse, which does not 

mean anything less than a traitor or terrorist, while the 

ANAND TELTUMBDE AND GAUTAM NAVLAKHA ARRESTED: 

BURGEONING ASPHYXIATION OF ‘DEMOCRACY’ 

 



 

Scientific Socialism Weekly Commentary / Issue 1 21 

latter, premising its narrative on that concocted 

evidence, leaves no stone unturned in restlessly 

pumping and building resentment within the public 

against such targets, is what drives justice today. 

Today, when the whole world faces the outbreak of 

Covid-19 and is in a state of total or partial lockdown, 

the Indian ruling dispensation has found the arrest of 

two old-aged public-spirited intellectuals to be a 

priority task for itself. There have been other cases of 

police oppression, false cases, violence and arrests 

during this period of lockdown on public-spirited 

individuals and working-class activists which only 

show a glimpse of the situation that will unfold after 

the lockdown. Owing to lockdowns and halt of 

production activities, a situation of deepening of the 

economic crisis and further centralization of capital 

and the proletarianization of the society giving way to 

increased attacks on the working-class (through 

dilution of labour laws, police brutality, retrenchment 

etc.), will give rise to intensifying of class-struggles, 

albeit at small and scattered levels, which is bound to 

further increase the ferocity of the State and its 

functionaries towards working class and public-

spirited individuals and organizations making such 

arrests, oppression and clampdowns by police and 

violence, lynchings, and policing by organized goons 

a daily affair.  

“At a time when the French state is leading workers 

into slaughter with its catastrophic management of the 

crisis, when employers want to reopen businesses and 

restart nonessential production at the expense of the 

health of thousands of employees, the workers at 

McDonald’s in Marseilles have picked up the tools of 

their work so they can be put to use to help confront 

the crisis. They are in the best position to reorganize 

distribution, not to profit the employers but to help 

relieve the current crisis.”[leftvoice.org] 

After seeing the sufferings of the toilers in their 

poverty stricken neighbourhood and the negligence 

and insensitivity of the French state in times of Covid-

19 pandemic, the workers at McDonald’s in Marseilles 

decided to take matters in their own hand. They took 

over the McDonald’s restaurant in their area and 

started using its resources to store and distribute food 

to the needy masses around them. The employers want 

the workers to get back to their jobs, even if it means 

major transmission and health risk for the employees. 

But the workers made it very clear that they’re not 

going to risk their and other’s lives just to warm the 

pockets of their wealthy employers, instead they 

decided to use the resources available to cater to the 

needs of those abandoned by the current capitalist 

regime. 

The workers at Marseilles, France demonstrated what 

ought to be the solution to the problem faced by 

millions of workers all around the globe. The choices 

left to the toiling masses of the world are either to die 

from hunger and impoverishment, or to take over the 

resources from the hands of the capitalists and direct it 

towards serving the need of the masses. This seems to 

be the only way to deal with the crisis currently faced 

by the world and to save mankind from corona virus 

and other such perils which may befall humans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MCDONALD’S RESTAURANT 

TAKEN OVER BY WORKERS! 

Anand Teltumbde surrenders at NIA Office, Mumbai 

We want equal rights for everyone, everywhere: 

McDonald’s Workers Gautam Navlakha surrenders at NIA, New Delhi 
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Since the last four months, the whole world has been 

hit hard by the coronavirus pandemic and all the 

countries are making plans and preparations to fight it 

and to keep the death toll from rising. Originating from 

a central city of China, Wuhan, the virus has now 

gripped the whole world and has brought it to a 

standstill.  The global death toll has now risen up to 

more than 1,65,058 and a total of 210 countries of the 

world have been affected by this pandemic and has a 

total number of 24,06,905 confirmed cases around the 

globe (the data is accurate as on 20th April, 7 am). To 

fight this pandemic, all the nations are busy 

formulating and executing plans as to decelerate the 

transmission rate and thus controlling the death toll. 

The spreading of the virus has resulted in most of the 

governments imposing lockdowns and suggesting the 

citizens to maintain certain protocols such as social 

distancing and more. The coronavirus pandemic has 

also affected the economies of even the mightiest of 

nations putting immense pressure on the governments. 

Almost all the countries of the world except a few like 

Cuba, a 'socialist' country of its own type, have a 

healthcare policy based on privatisation and where the 

hospitals and the pharma companies are under the 

control of the big capitalists and hence are having a 

hard time dealing with the havoc brought upon by the 

Corona virus. Governments are worried about the 

falling rate of profits for their masters to the extent that 

they have stopped thinking about human life and about 

what would happen to the common people amidst the 

corona virus pandemic. USA has halted its funding to 

the WHO during the time of a worldwide pandemic, 

whereas Cuba is sending its teams of doctors based on 

its own exchequer to other countries. Even after the 

death toll reaching lakhs, Governments are still not 

ready to put the lives of people as their first priority. 

In India, instead of actually providing for proper safety 

equipment for healthcare professionals and arranging 

for enough testing kits, the prime minister is asking the 

citizens to clap and light diyas for their services.  

EXPERIENCE OF CUBA IN DEALING WITH THE 

PANDEMIC 

Cuba, a small Latin-American developing country that 

adopted a pro-people centralized social system other 

than conventional capitalism, has set an example 

before the world in spite of her meager resources just 

by their way of dealing with the corona virus 

pandemic. Not only did she contain the virus and 

minimize the panic in the society by adequately 

providing for everyone’s needs but is now also helping 

other nations by sending their team of doctors and 

medical personnel and providing medical help all 

around the world. Cuba has protected its citizens from 

this deadly pandemic and from this, other countries 

ought of have learnt, had their governments not been 

serving big bourgeois interests through aggressive 

neo-liberal policies.  

The facts are before us: Cuba has 8.2 doctors per 

thousand people which is much more than the USA 

(2.8), Italy (4.1) and India (0.8). Many nationalised 

factories of Cuba, like the one which used to make 

school uniforms, were repurposed to mass produce 

and increase the supply of masks. After containing the 

spread of virus at 515 (as of 10th April) cases of 

infected patients and 15 deceased, Cuba dispatched 

multiple teams of a total of 850 health professionals 

across the world to countries like Italy, Jamaica and 

other poor countries in Latin America to help fight the 

pandemic. On 16th march, MS Braemar, a cruise ship 

was denied docking in the Bahamas as multiple 

passengers had tested positive for the virus. Later, the 

cruise ship was allowed entry at the Cuban docks and 

the passengers were evacuated and deported safely, 

which gives an idea of the internationalist attitude of 

Cuba. Cuba’s healthcare policies during the Corona 

virus pandemic has given us an idea of how these 

calamities can be fought, and the biggest take away of 

this is that Capitalism and Imperialism with the US as 

their masters have proved itself to be a complete 

failure in fighting such a pandemic which is proving to 

be a big threat to human existence. 

Vietnam, another country based on a pro-people and 

non-capitalist model of a social system similar to 

Cuba, has also now successfully gained control over 

the spread of virus as there have been no deaths at all 

and a total of 267 cases surfaced as on till 15th April. 

The example of revisionist-turned capitalist China can 

also be well taken, even if we mind calling it pro-

people regime, with the view point of understanding 

or grasping the role of state controlled intervention in 

effectively dealing with health care in the times of a 

pandemic. The epicenter of the corona virus outbreak 

was China and it was rightly expected to see a wide 

outbreak. Now, when countries like America and Italy 

are facing a massive outbreak, China has brought itself 

on top of the situation by minimizing the death rates 

PRIVATISATION LOSES IN THE WAR AGAINST COVID-19 
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as well as new cases. Now her citizens are slowly 

returning to their normal lives. The government-

controlled healthcare system in China enabled it to 

effectively maintain the flow of resources to the 

hotspot areas. People also didn't have to die of hunger 

and lack of shelter as compared to what we saw happen 

in India and other capitalist countries.  

HOW THE POLICY OF PRIVATISATION LOST IN THE 

BATTLE AGAINST CORONAVIRUS GLOBALLY 

Since the initial stages of the pandemic, facts indicate 

the failures of the capitalist order in dealing with the 

crisis, be it denying help to other countries, 

safeguarding their own doctors and medical staff, 

failure in carrying out the tests and treatments in 

sufficient numbers, proper analysis of the threat, or 

even taking care of their most vulnerable citizens. To 

fight the coronavirus pandemic, the profit-driven 

healthcare systems across capitalist world order did 

not come up with a concrete plan of action, as a result 

of which ‘advanced’ countries like the USA and those 

of Europe among others seem to be losing the battle 

against Corona. As of now these countries are at the 

top of the list of world's worst hit countries by the 

corona virus. 

The US, in its war with the corona virus, doesn't seem 

to be handling the situation well from the very start. 

The largest economy in the world is now the world's 

worst hit country by Covid 19 pandemic, with the 

number of cases close to reaching 8 lakh and a death 

toll of more than 40,000 with no indications of slowing 

down. The Corona Virus has brought forth to us, the 

loopholes and defects in the US healthcare system 

driven on profit-making, putting a strain even on the 

wealthier parts of the fragmented American healthcare 

system, with not enough beds, not enough ventilators, 

not enough protective equipment. While in rural areas, 

which have been left to their fate, run the risk of 

closing down soon due to shortage of capacity. These 

are only some of the problems of the highly 

ineffective, inadequate and incompetent healthcare 

system of the US. 

Another glaring example of the ineffectiveness of the 

bourgeois state in allocation of resources, even when 

human lives are at stake, is the case of the workers of 

General Electric, a manufacturer of jet engines in 

Massachusetts, who protested in the last week of 

March, demanding to use their production line to 

manufacture ventilators to help the country fulfill its 

ventilator shortage. The protests followed a layoff of 

2600 workers and the US President Donald Trump 

supported the layoff.  

Italy is also one of the worst hit countries, being on top 

of charts until a few weeks ago, with now the second 

highest death toll reaching 24,000, boasting of having 

the second-best healthcare system in the world. 

Chile, led by the right-wing government of President 

Sebastian Pinera, entered the 4th stage of the virus 

outbreak within 2 weeks of the appearance of the first 

case. As on 20th April, the country has more than 

10,000 cases 133 have died on a population of less 

than just 19 million. Even after its first corona virus 

death on 21st March, Chile’s health minister ruled out 

imposing a total quarantine as a measure to avoid the 

spread of the virus on 2nd April, and when they did 

implement the quarantine, its far-right government 

shamelessly decreed measures to favour corporates at 

the cost of the lives of its citizens, like denying any 

obligation on employers to offer work or pay wages to 

their workers. In addition to this, there are thousands 

of people across the country, who continue to suffer 

extreme poverty and homelessness, and the national 

government has not yet taken any measure to ensure 

the safety of these sections of the society.  

India’s scenario is not far from its abovementioned 

counterparts. 

INDIA’S FIGHT AGAINST CORONAVIRUS 

India recorded its first case of coronavirus on 30th 

January 2020. With the second highest population in 

the world, of which a vast majority of it belongs to the 

working class, the government declared a 21-day 

lockdown on 24th March, almost 2 months after the 

first case was discovered and that too with just 4 hours’ 

time for preparations. Absolutely no thought was 

given to the tens of crores of rural and informal sector 

workers, especially the migrant workers. These poor 

toilers were left to their fate, with no jobs and meagre 

ration and savings running low. When they were faced 

with the choice of dying of hunger or of the disease, 

they chose the latter as the lesser of two evils and 

hence decided to walk back to their homes, hundreds 

of kilometers away, with their children on one 

shoulder and their luggage on the other, facing police 

brutalities, hunger and exhaustion on their way. But 

their peril was far from over, many workers died 

during their journey, others who made it were faced 

with sealed borders and were “quarantined” and forced 

to live in inhuman conditions with no food or water 

and cramped up in small dingy quarters for days. Even 

doctors, medical personnel and cleaning staff who are 
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continuously deployed on the front lines fighting with 

the coronavirus pandemic, are being exposed to the 

virus due to lack of PPE, masks and other medical 

gear. The country is manufacturing about 1.25 lakhs 

N-95 masks, which needs to go up to 2.7 crores. The 

doctors and other medical support staff, despite 

protesting relentlessly for basic safety equipment, are 

being ignored by the government and instead being 

threatened. India does not yet have a segregated 

facility of hospitalizing severe and mild symptomatic 

cases of the corona virus, albeit states like Kerala have 

succeeded in creating different care centers of 

treatment for severe cases from outside the state, 

COVID hospitals for severe and serious cases and first 

line treatment centers for mild and preliminary 

symptomatic cases. The Ministry of Health and 

Family Welfare acknowledged that 70% cases were of 

patients showing mild and moderate symptoms but the 

guidelines issued on 7th April stated that these cases 

do not require hospitalisation. Not segregating the 

cases on the basis of severity increases the pressure on 

our healthcare system and also endanger the health 

care professionals. But since a majority of Indians live 

in cramped up spaces with very low hygiene standards, 

home isolation might not be as fruitful as expected. 

Even in hotspots, where the suspected patients are kept 

under requisitioned quarantine spots, there have been 

reports of patients fleeing the centers, as they were 

made to use stained bed sheets in dirty rooms and share 

clogged toilets with dozens of other patients. With 

more than 17,000 cases and 559 deaths as of now, 

India is still on the upstream of the virus outbreak. 

While the media is busy with its propaganda, lies and 

hate, the State has set its priority straight of ignoring 

the vulnerable masses and serving the corporates 

through stimulus packages, allowing expensive tests 

by private labs, terming wages payment during this 

period as a ‘moral obligation’ and leaving the private 

sector untouched even in a situation of severe lack of 

resources. 

THE WAY FORWARD IN THE FIGHT AGAINST 

CORONA 

In the middle of a worldwide pandemic created by the 

corona virus, capitalism has brought forth new, yet not 

the last, examples that reveal how shallow and hollow 

it actually is. The fact that the profit-driven capitalist 

system and its neo-liberal policies of privatization and 

liberalization are incapable of even ensuring the 

survival of its people even in dire circumstances such 

as this, is clear as day. Even with an abundance of 

resources, the world capitalist order finds itself 

lagging in the battle against Covid-19. Similarly, in 

India, people have been left to die of hunger when 

three years’ worth of grains are lying idle in godowns 

as buffer stock and other produce is going to sheer 

waste. More than sufficient housing apartments and 

buildings are left unoccupied while toiling masses are 

forced to adjust themselves either in 6 by 8 quarters or 

on the roads. The automobile industry stands still with 

all capabilities of production while shortage of 

ventilators emerges. 

All these facts direct us towards the only solution to 

these problems, which is that all the hospitals, 

factories, lands and residential complexes and other 

means of productions must be engaged in serving the 

needs of the masses, not only in emergencies like this, 

but even in normal times, instead of serving the greed 

of a handful. A capitalist society based on exploitation 

and inequalities, based on private appropriation of the 

fruits of labour, will and have led to the deaths and 

desolation of the innocent masses all over the world. 

For the human race to survive such pandemics and 

other havocs that may befall upon it, the first and 

foremost task is to build a society based on 

socialization of production and all the means of 

production and productive forces. Our society is 

receiving the death call of the pandemic only because 

of a system that promotes it. Let us fight so that it is 

freed from the death grip of capitalism, the mother of 

all the pandemics including those of hunger, 

unemployment and ruin.  
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13th April 2020 

 

To, The Union Labour Minister 

Government of India 

New Delhi 

 

Sub: Legislation of Labour Codes by Stealth 

 

Sir, 

 It has been brought to our notice that the 

Government of India is in the process of enforcing the 

three labour codes namely the Industrial Relations 

Code 2019, the Code on Social Security 2019 and the 

Occupational Health, Safety and Working Conditions 

Code 2019 that at this time are before parliament 

through ordinance or executive order. This comes 

along with the proposal that government would also 

through ordinance or executive order seek to increase 

working hours from 8 hours to 12 hours a day. In a 

fortnight from now we will all mark May Day 

reflecting the global long struggle by the working class 

for the 8-hour workday that has been recognised by 

every successive government of this country and by 

the Ministry of Labour and Employment too. 

 We, the undersigned twelve trade union 

organisations – representing workers across every 

sector and state of this country – wish to place on 

record our strongest objection to this undemocratic 

and unacceptable action by government. 

 The Industrial Relations Code completely 

undermines the right to freedom of association as 

currently enshrined in our constitution, paves the legal 

way for employers to promote their own trade unions 

and eliminates the possibility of collective bargaining. 

The code significantly eliminates the possibility of 

strike action that is a legitimate part of a collective 

bargaining process. 

WORLD ECONOMY IN DEEP 

CRISIS: STATS 
 

India GDP growth rate for 2021 to be 

1.6%: Goldman Sachs 

 

World economy will shrink by 3%: IMF 

Country-wise shrink: 

US 5.9% / Europe 7.5% / Italy 9.1% / 

Spain 8% / Germany 7% / France 7.2%. 

 

China GDP growth rate 1.2%. 

In 2020 1st quarter, economy shrank by 

6.8%. First shrink since 1976. 

 

US – 2.2 crore filed for unemployment 

claims since Covid-19. 

Even in 2009, after financial crash, the 

number was 27 Lakh. 

13% fall in labour force. 

 

Africa – Despite earlier reports saying 

Corona hasn’t reached Africa, it is now 

present in 52 out of 54 African nations. 

More than 1,000 have died. 

10 African nations have no ventilators: 

New York Times 

 

Economic Packages – 

India released ₹1.7 lakh crore ($22.5 bn) 

package. 

US released $2 trillion package. 

All countries combined have released 

economic packages worth $8 trillion (3.5 

times of Indian economy). 

But IMF says this amount is also not 

enough to revive economy. 

AGAINST PLANS OF PASSING LABOUR CODES 

THROUGH ORDINANCE OR EXECUTIVE ORDER, 

MEMORANDUM TO THE UNION LABOUR MINISTER 

BY WORKING CLASS ORGANIZATIONS, TRADE 

UNIONS AND FEDERATIONS 
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 The Code on Social Security dilutes the 

existing provisions of provident fund and employee 

state insurance including the legislative guarantees 

presently enjoyed which ensure employer 

contributions towards them. While it claims to provide 

‘universal’ social security to ‘all workers’ including 

those not covered by PF or ESI it does so only in name 

in the absence of either specific healthcare and pension 

benefits that are in turn financially provided for 

through legislation. 

 The Occupational Health, Safety and Working 

Conditions Code 2019 while diluting various 

conditions of health and safety at a time when 

workplace accidents are on the rise does away with the 

responsibility of the principal employer in the case of 

contract labour effectively legalising the already 

widely recognised system of contract labour. 

 The foregoing apart all three codes along with 

already legislated Wage Code 2019 are complicated 

and contradictory through the use of multiple 

definitions and jurisdictions which would at best result 

in long and endless litigation than there already is and 

at worst even greater exploitation than there already is. 

Furthermore, the codes result in significant abrogation 

of legislative rights through the rule making powers 

being granted to the executive. 

 The overwhelming majority of trade unions 

have expressed their objections to the above codes on 

amongst the above counts. Trade unions have also 

expressed the lack of consultation including through 

the existing tri-partite forums apart from wider 

consultations. We have also drawn attention to the fact 

that one-way web-based consultation process is 

inherently undemocratic. 

 Three weeks into the government enforced 

lockdown as a result to the Covid-19 Pandemic it is 

now apparent that employers have taken significant 

advantage of the situation. An overwhelming majority 

of the country’s contract workers have received only 

partial wages for the month of March 2020 if any 

wages at all. This includes frontline workers who have 

continued to work though the lockdown. This includes 

non-payment by labour contractors to both 

government and public sector undertakings. Nearly 

half the working population who are migrants and 

work as casual and day labour have received no wages 

at all for this past month. We can have not had a starker 

measure legal ‘compliance’ in our country at a time 

when employers are bound by the Government of 

India’s orders under the National Disaster 

Management Act, 2005. 

 In view of the foregoing any action of the 

Government of India with regard to bringing forward 

the labour codes will amount to coercive action against 

the country’s working people and an undemocratic act 

directly and unambiguously favouring employers. In 

such an event we, along with other trade unions, would 

be left with no choice but to oppose these actions 

through all such democratic means available to us. 

 

Thanking you, 

Yours Sincerely, 

Gautam Mody – GS, NTUI 

Vijay Kumar – GS, AIFTU (New) 

Sudipta Pal – Advisor, ECLTSAU 

B. Pradeep – GS, IFTU 

S. Vekntashwar Rao – President, IFTU 

Kanhai Baranwal – GS, IFTU (Sarwahara) 

Kailash – President, IMK 

Som Nath – Secretary, JSM Haryana 

Mukul – Convener, MSK 

Thangaraj – GS, NDLF 

Kushal Debnath – Convener, SWCC (WB) 

Sanjay Singhvi – GS, TUCI 
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11th April 2020 

 

To, 

The Union Labour Minister 

Government of India 

New Delhi 

 

Sub: Proposal to make 12 hour working day by the 

government 

 

Sir, 

 A news item appeared in the Hindustan Times 

today stating that the Government of India is 

considering changes in the Factories Act,1948 that 

will alter the existing 8 hour working day to 12 hours. 

This would mean the normal 48-hour work a week 

would be hiked to 72 hours a week. It is also being 

suggested that since there will be fewer hands to work 

in these days of corona virus as a result of 

retrenchments, the proposed change in working hours 

has become necessary. The statement further makes it 

clear that as there are exceptional circumstances 

prevailing in the country, exceptional provisions have 

to be made. 

 We the undersigned representatives of various 

trade union organisations strongly oppose this move to 

increase the number of working hours from eight to 

twelve as it will put further burden on the workers. In 

the first place given the present corona virus scenario 

in the country, it enjoins upon the government to take 

measures that protects and creates employment and 

not reduce the workforce. Allowing employers to 

resort to retrenchments on the one hand and 

augmenting production on the other are anachronistic 

and not acceptable. It is true that there are exceptional 

conditions prevailing in the country and in the world 

also, but the measures being contemplated by the 

government run counter to the interests of a whole 

mass of working people and at the same time serve the 

interests of employers. At this time it is imperative for 

government to boost demand in order to revive the 

economy and therefore create jobs and lift wages. 

 We would also like to remind government that 

the 8-hour workday is protected by the ILO 

Convention No.1 defining a cardinal labour right. 

 We therefore urge government to ensure that 

the proposed measures to increase of increasing 

working hours is not considered any further and set 

aside. 

 

Thanking you, 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Gautam Mody – GS, NTUI 

Vijay Kumar – GS, AIFTU (New) 

Sudipta Pal – Advisor, ECLTSAU 

B. Pradeep – GS, IFTU 

S. Vekntashwar Rao – President, IFTU 

Kanhai Baranwal – GS, IFTU (Sarwahara) 

Kailash – President, IMK 

Som Nath – Secretary, JSM Haryana 

Thangaraj – GS, NDLF 

Sanjay Singhvi – GS, TUCI 

AGAINST PROPOSAL OF MAKING WORK-DAY OF 12 HOURS, MEMORANDUM TO THE UNION 

LABOUR MINISTER BY WORKING CLASS ORGANIZATIONS, TRADE UNIONS AND FEDERATIONS 


