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AN APPEAL TO THE READERS 
‘Scientific Socialism: PRC’s Theoretical & Political 
Weekly Commentary on Current Issues’ is brought 
forth as an attempt to give a revolutionary 
perspective on the contemporary emerging issues, 
by Proletarian Revolutionary Committee (PRC), a 
revolutionary party of the working class of India 
and hence,  doesn’t depend for its publication on 
funds that may come from capitalists or from such 
quarters as those of profiteering classes and 
people. We also don’t accept advertisements for 
its sustenance. We are also opposed to taking 
financial help from charity organizations of 
NGOs. 

Hence, not to mention, we solely depend upon 
such funds as those that come from or are 
donated by our sympathisers, supporters, 
common masses as well as workers and toilers 
who are themselves very hard-pressed so far as 
their financial capabilities are concerned. In the 
conditions of the ongoing unprecedented 
economic crisis and recession that has been 
continuing for more than a decade now, along 
with the Covid-19 outbreak and subsequent state 
of lockdown, their economic conditions are fast 
deteriorating and cannot donate much. It is 
therefore their numbers that matter the most. 
Even though they donate less, but, if their 
numbers are big a great financial help can be made 
possible. We therefore request our comrades to 
take in their fold as many sympathisers as possible 
so that the regular publication of this commentary 
isn’t hindered and it goes on smoothly without 
much difficulty, even though serious crunch 
situations may occasionally arrive. 

Apart from this, we also request our esteemed 
readers from across the board to send their 
comments, remarks, criticism, suggestions, etc. 
and point out our mistakes if any, so that we are 
able to assess our work in so far as the overall 
impact of the commentary is concerned. 

Earlier in one of our publications, we had 
mistakenly printed an incorrect Email ID 
(editor.at.scientificsocialism@gmail.com). The 
corrected Email ID is given in this issue. Any 
inconvenience caused is deeply regretted. 

In the last, we salute all those who have come 
forward with all sorts of help and contribution 
without which we would certainly haven’t taken 
up this task. 

With Revolutionary Greetings, 

Editor, Scientific Socialism 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIALISM 
PRC’s Theoretical & Political Weekly Commentary on Current Issues 

Editor: Ajay Sinha 

Editorial Address: 
C/o Kanhai Baranwal, IFTU Central Office, Haripur, 
West Burdwan District, West Bengal - 713378 

Contact: 
Mob – 9434577334 

Email – scientificsocialism.editor@gmail.com  

For Private and Non-Commercial 

Circulation Only 
 

 
ABOUT THIS SERIES 

OF WEEKLY COMMENTARY & MORE 
‘Scientific Socialism: PRC’s Theoretical & Political Weekly 
Commentary on Current Issues’ is an initiative to provide for 
its readers a revolutionary perspective to the events taking 
place across the globe and particularly in India. With this 
weekly commentary we seek to launch a campaign to 
expose the atrocious acts of the capitalist order, thereby 
providing a direction to the revolutionary forces along with 
the class-conscious proletariat, which serves to further our 
task as those of the vanguard of the proletariat. 

The tone of the commentary has been set as such that it 
appeals to the masses, yet it does not shy away from 
drawing the obvious conclusions by concretely analyzing 
the concrete situations. The articles have been submitted 
by various writers but are centrally approved by the 
Editorial Board and the complete responsibility regarding 
the content lies on the Editorial Board only. Hence, it has 
decided to not publish the names of the writers. However, 
they will be kept for the maintenance of record.  

‘Scientific Socialism: PRC’s Theoretical & Political Weekly 
Commentary on Current Issues’ aims at providing a 
revolutionary insight on the issues arising due to the 
seemingly permanent and structural crisis of world 
capitalism, causing an authoritarian and fascist shift in the 
regimes all across the world. With the abovementioned 
crisis deepening consistently, capitalism, ill-fated to 
become anachronistic, becomes even more inhumane with 
each passing day. Hence, the task set in front of the 
revolutionary forces is to accelerate this process and pave 
way for a revolutionary upheaval of the present order 
based on inequality and exploitation.  
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his year Labour Day (May Day) came at a time 

when laborers were struggling to even survive. 

The unbelievable humiliations and tortures 

meted out to them when they tried to walk home is not 

only heart breaking, it rings a very coarse warning. 

The heart-rending story of the death of 16 workers, 

sleeping on rail tracks, as they were completely 

exhausted due to their 700 km long walk, highlights 

the saddest plight of workers. Not only that, until now 

more than 383 innocents have lost their lives due to the 

lockdown. Now, will they readily return to work in 

Pardes? Is it going to turn into a silent but 

unprecedented strike? It is true that they will be forced, 

this time even more, by further worsening of their 

already adverse socio-economic conditions when they 

are at home without employment, but, nonetheless, 

they are at present in no way ready to return. Not only 

that they stand completely dejected and frustrated by 

the treatment they have received from the bourgeoisie, 

the police, the administration and the Governments, 

but are also scared of Covid-19 pandemic.    

In America, more than 3.3 crore people have lost their 

jobs in the past 7 weeks. In India, almost 12 to 14 

crores workers are out of job now. Together, the lives 

of more than 50 crore unorganized sector workers are 

in peril. A survey report by Stranded Workers Action 

Network (SWAN) suggests that 8 out of 10 workers 

have not been paid full wages during the lockdown. 

These workers have no social security or savings and 

are being pushed deeper into poverty. Their miseries 

cannot be justly described by figures or data, more so 

with the difficultly in capturing the real employment 

scenario or status of all the migrating workers who ran 

from cities all over India in lakhs and crores. 

Those who are still in cities are desperate to go home 

hundreds or even thousands of kilometers away on 

foot. They have already lost their source of livelihood 

and have remained half-fed since the first lockdown. 

Now they fear the risk of contracting Covid-19 apart 

from facing starvation. These risk factors have further 

made them desperate as they know they would be 

thrown out of their rented rooms by their landowners 

once they get to know that the workers have contracted 

this infection. Where will they live, then? In the shelter 

homes? But what will happen if infection spreads 

there, too? What will become of them in the hospitals 

and quarantine centers? And where will they get basic 

treatment for benign fever as it will make them victims 

of social stigma surrounding covid-19? What form of 

the much required 'social distancing' will be followed 

in their single room quarters and cramped up slums 

where they are herded and hurdled like cattle? They 

know that the bourgeois society where they live is 

apathetic towards them. That is why they can be seen, 

even after being excessively pressurized, coerced and 

tortured by all means by the bourgeois state, carrying 

their belongings and children with little to no food to 

eat during the long journey. They don't know whether 

they’ll even survive the perilous journey or not, but the 

exodus doesn’t seem to stop as the horrid experiences 

they received while living in cities during the 

lockdown will chase them away from the concrete 

jungle. They have lost faith in government’s 

assurances. Imagine, most of them have chosen to 

walk on foot without awaiting their turn for a seat in 

the ‘Shramik Special’ Trains, thanks to the hefty ticket 

prices and arduous registration process!     

Notwithstanding the sympathetic announcement of the 

governments that come from time to time, even now, 

they are being chased, beaten and humiliated by the 

police on the roads and now also on the railway track. 

If caught, many of them are being deported back. To 

add to that, many states may pass laws which will 

allow the industries to take adverse action against 

workers who won’t return back to work. A report 

published in Economic Times dated 11 May 2020 

reads, “Labour department officials in states such as 

Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and Uttar 

Pradesh told ET that issuing such an advisory to 

factories in their states is being considered at the top 

levels to bring workers back. Gujarat, Madhya 

Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh have loosened labour laws 

that will allow companies to hire and fire workers 

more easily as part of measures to make conditions for 

companies easier in order to resume economic 

activity.” They are running from pillar to post. To keep 

T 

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK… 

RINGING WARNING COMES AS CONTOUR AND FACE OF INDIAN LABOR CHANGES  

KEEP HUMILIATING THE WORKERS,  

AT THE END YOU MAY HAVE NO ECONOMY AT ALL 

https://thewire.in/rights/aurangabad-migrant-workers-goods-train-killed
https://thewire.in/rights/migrant-workers-non-coronavirus-lockdown-deaths
https://theprint.in/india/will-live-on-salt-up-bihar-migrants-refuse-to-return-to-cities-say-were-disowned-by-them/415516/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/33-million-have-sought-us-unemployment-aid-since-coronavirus-hit/story-wUEeyXYPrquXhxFPS0igTO.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52559324
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-india-52559324
https://covid19socialsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/32-days-and-counting_swan.pdf
https://covid19socialsecurity.files.wordpress.com/2020/05/32-days-and-counting_swan.pdf
https://www.news18.com/news/india/charged-rs-800-for-a-rs-630-ticket-arriving-in-up-from-surat-migrants-on-shramik-train-narrate-ordeal-2612693.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/charged-rs-800-for-a-rs-630-ticket-arriving-in-up-from-surat-migrants-on-shramik-train-narrate-ordeal-2612693.html
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/workers-refusing-to-rejoin-factories-may-face-action/articleshow/75665970.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/workers-refusing-to-rejoin-factories-may-face-action/articleshow/75665970.cms
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safe from the police, they choose one road, then 

another. Sometimes, they’re forced to take village 

trails and jungle trails even at night. They come down 

from railway tracks and take to nature's trail and then 

walk through open farms, balancing their exhausted 

toddlers on one shoulder and luggage on another along 

thin trails. All this just to keep the police away! 

Nonetheless, many are caught and beaten. 

Everywhere, they are chased, abused and beaten by the 

police, sans few exceptions, instead of being offered 

food or at least water, let alone any help in the journey. 

Many of them, more than what the numbers suggest 

up until now, might have already perished on the way. 

The whole account hasn’t come out, yet. The real 

picture would come only after some time and we'll 

come to know about the real miseries of their journey 

as well as the actual number of those who have died of 

agony, depression, desperation, frustration, beating 

and torture, exhaustion, hunger and what not during 

the long journey.  

What does this indicate? Apart from other things, they 

are being indirectly subjected to bonded labor by not 

allowing them to go back home and forcing them to 

stay so that when industries restart, they must be 

available to put their labor power to work.  

Have they taken it lying down? No. In Gujarat, they 

have taken to roads and revolted demanding to enable 

them to return back to their villages. Thousands of 

workers have been agitating in Surat and other cities 

since April along similar demands. 

In TV debates as also in newspapers' columns, it is 

being debated that if they all rush home, who will work 

in the industries? Without showing any concern for the 

helpless workers, apathy goes on unabated. The 

miseries of the workers are countered by a question, 

how will economy revive if they all leave? Another 

question arrives, how will GDP curve go up? A 

genuine question indeed, that puts to rest the question: 

who actually runs the industries and who generates 

value which constitute the GDP? It must be clear to 

one and all that who creates wealth for the nation and 

profit for the capitalists, and, for this matter, to whom 

does this shining modern civilization owes itself. Now, 

who is responsible for this unprecedented exodus of 

workers from their work places? Why were they not 

paid salaries and given proper food? Even the supreme 

court didn't care to intervene. Why were the proper 

arrangements of their safe living not done? Why were 

they and their dwellings thrown out by the house 

owners, the land-owning bourgeoisie?  Why, in the 

name of quarantine, were they cramped up into tiny 

quarters with no food or water? Why were they not 

given basic humane treatment? Why were their 

outcries not heard by anyone from the Modi 

government to the Supreme Court? There is no 

answer. 

The pandemic has highlighted the real working and 

living conditions of the unorganized workers under 

Indian capitalism. It is simply horrible. The 

'progressives' among the apologists of capital are now 

astonished and aghast at it and in utter dismay, they 

say, 'the unfolding crisis does make one stop and 

wonder – how can this be the situation of most Indian 

workers, 70 years after independence? (Arun Kumar, 

Malcolm Adiseshiah Chair Professor, Institute of 

Social Sciences in The Wire.) 

True, conditions in general have improved from what 

they were in 1947. But for workers, only little has 

changed. 'Desh ki janta bhukhi hai, ye azaadi jhoothi 

hai' still rings. There are better education and health 

facility in general, but, for unorganized workers in 

particular there seems to be virtually no change. The 

privatization and neo-liberal policies have completely 

taken away the remnants of anything that, if at all, 

existed for them. However, the apologists of 

capitalism would boast while pretending to be worried 

about workers saying: Child mortality rate has 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/lockdown-migrant-workers-clash-with-police-in-surat/article31541866.ece
https://theprint.in/opinion/indias-heartless-capitalists-deserve-the-labour-shortages-they-are-about-to-be-hit-with/418845/
https://thewire.in/economy/covid-19-pandemic-indian-labour
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dropped and longevity has increased. Many of the 

poor own mobile phones and wear chappals. 

Electricity and tapped water have reached many 

villages. Though most of such claims have existence 

on the ground, yet these are the developments in the 

general strides of capitalist development of a country. 

Increase in per capita income by 8.2 times since 1950 

is on the basis of the whole population and 

contribution to this increase is because of the amassing 

of huge amount of wealth by a handful of rich people. 

It is not a new fact to state that if the data is calculated 

after excluding them, per capita income would fall flat. 

But with these 'forged' data, they justify the Trickle-

Down Theory that has long gone with the wind in these 

neo-liberal times.  

For unorganized migrant workers, there is no human 

dignity either. The never-ending queues just for a plate 

of food has shown the depravity of these unorganized 

workers. Even the marginal improvement in the 

material conditions of many of these workers 

evaporates in the times of crisis like this. The liberals 

would say, 'in the present ruling economic ideology, 

equity is not high on the agenda'. But then, when was 

there a ruling ideology that ensured equity on their 

agenda? Never has an exploitative state ever granted 

the workers all of their rights in actuality. Even 

minimum wages are not given, let alone giving them 

social security or protective gear at worksites. They 

have no security of employment. They usually work 

on zero-hour contract basis. Among non-permanent 

workers, working hours are fixed at the whims and will 

of the owners. Often wages are not paid in time. 

Muster rolls are either absent or fudged. Leaves are 

seldom granted and that too without pay. Wages are 

quite low, not even bare minimum to support them and 

their families where new generations of workers are 

reared. They have to live in sordid conditions with 

many herded in a small room in a slum. Safe and clean 

drinking water is scarce. Lack of clean and adequate 

toilets spread diseases. There is lack of civic amenities 

like sewage in the slums where they live. Their 

children don't go to schools on regular basis and play 

on the roads amidst fear of accidents.  

These are generally the words of a liberal who would 

like to write and usually writes in theoretical journals 

and speaks in seminars. And this is alright. Their 

conspiracy lies in the fact that they still propagate that 

capitalism can be remolded, reshaped and 

reconstructed to give a proper dignified life to the poor 

and workers.      

Now in the name of battling Covid-19, the last sliver 

of security that was available to the workers has gone 

as well. State governments are eliminating various 

labor laws to favor their masters and owners of the 

factories and businesses. The plea is that this is needed 

to revive economic activity. So, sucking the blood of 

workers is necessary for the revival of the economy, 

they indirectly say. The chief minister of MP says, 

'with this reform new investment will come in the 

state.'  

Let us see if new investments really come, but this is 

laughable. The economy is in peril, and they talk of 

investment by way of dismantling the labor laws! 

Even the supporters of capitalism will accept today 

that the economy is facing a very grave situation of 

low capacity utilization due to unprecedented slump in 

the demand, and, even prior to Covid-19 invasion, 

such situation was existing. And the more the 

capitalists tend to exploit, the more precarious 

situation they will face in the form of further slump in 

demand.    

In the wake of Covid-19 induced crisis, more 

exploitation and humiliation of workers will take 

place. Increasingly the elites and the government both 

will treat the workers with much more disdain, even 

though they say they need workers the most for their 

industry. This will not soften their hearts. To the 

contrary, the big and medium businesses will resort to 

more and more of contractualization and 

informalization of labor. What the workers will 

receive in this situation cannot maintain their bare 

existence, let alone ensuring a civilized existence. So, 

more humiliation will be meted out to them, more 

torture and depression is on their way. Their fate hangs 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-new-labour-rules-in-gujarat-madhya-pradesh-and-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/75646705.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-new-labour-rules-in-gujarat-madhya-pradesh-and-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/75646705.cms
https://www.sundayguardianlive.com/business/mp-cm-chouhan-announces-major-labour-reforms
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to the last rope under capitalism, particularly of those 

employed in informal and unorganized sectors.  

The organized sector, where workers have greater 

social security and receive a higher wage, is shrinking. 

With such a huge unorganized sector, organized 

sectors have no future, as unorganized sectors are like 

reserve army of industry with which the capitalists 

exert downward pressures on their wages. Not only 

this, the fate of organized sectors, with having to face 

such a huge unorganized sector, is already sealed. 

They will perish in coming years or so.   

Covid-19 spreads rapidly. Now as neither a medicine 

nor a vaccine is available to contain this, a lockdown 

followed by testing, isolation, sanitation and treatment 

is required. But how can quarantine and isolation be 

made possible in congested areas in slums where the 

unorganized labourers live? Frequent washing of 

hands is required but how is that possible without any 

proper facility? So, the workers are being used as 

cannon fodder by lifting the lockdown for the sake of 

reviving the economy. The workers can sense this. 

And hence this exodus at any cost. They want an end 

to this precarious situation. Naturally, they don't want 

to die of the Corona virus. No one would. After 

reaching their villages somehow, they are again not 

being allowed entry due to fear of Corona spread in the 

villages. So, there is not an end to their humiliation. In 

future, this will further accentuate their inhibition to 

migrate to industrial cities. They are faced with 

Sophie’s choice. If they live in big cities where they 

used to work, they don't have means to survive in the 

face of Covid-19 pandemic. They have seen all this. 

They do not have money to get tested or go to a 

hospital for treatment. They are also poorly nourished 

and so, their resistance to the disease is already less. 

They often have co-morbidities which make them 

more susceptible to the disease. Finally, they are going 

to be made victim of the very dangerous theory of 

early herd immunity. They have sensed it and are 

therefore scared, apart from feeling dejected and 

frustrated at the horrifying treatment meted out to 

them by the bourgeois state.    

Lockdown is being lifted at any cost and workers who 

stayed back in the beginning are tacitly and coercively 

being forced to stay in the cities. For this, they are 

being constantly tortured. The Wire writes – 

''Businesses want the lockdown to end so that they 

(industries) can restart and if not earn profits, at least 

start cutting their losses. This is being presented as the 

trade-off between life and livelihood. They argue that 

workers without work and incomes will die of hunger. 

They also argue for ‘herd immunity’ – when the 

majority will develop immunity to the disease – saying 

it is inevitable. But how many will die in this process? 

The UK experimented with herd immunity but, as 

the number of cases and deaths spiraled, policy had to 

be reversed. They now have the largest number of 

deaths in Europe. In India, even if 3% of the infected 

people die, it would mean thousands or lakhs of lives 

lost, depending on how many people are infected. Are 

we prepared for this and for the social upheaval that 

will follow?" 

Obviously, workers are not. But still, they are being 

made both, the tool as well as the victim, of such a 

dangerous theory of an early herd immunity by 

throwing them in the mouth of death. It is also clear 

that those asking for lifting of lockdown in the name 

of livelihood are not at all concerned about the 

workers’ safety from Covid-19 if and when they will 

go back to work again. Whether they will get 

employment or not, is also not clear as of now. But one 

thing is clear to them i.e. they will have to put up with 

more severe exploitation as 12-hour work day instead 

of 8 has been announced and implemented by around 

a dozen states till now with more in lines, and many 

more laws that gave at least some protection to them 

are already suspended. This has further accentuated 

their fear and will forbade them from returning to their 

former work places. On the other hand, the states and 

governments are, as usual, worried about their profits 

and in this race, they will not bat an eyelid before 

sending the workers into the mouth of death.  

Workers are well aware of these situations. That's 

why, they are in no mood to return and would like to 

stay, unless forced otherwise by some more acute 

reasons other than penury. By the time they feel they 

are safe and ready to return back, it may be too late for 

the capitalist economy.   

To be published in the next issue: 

1. Revolution or Barbarism: Seize The 

Opportunity, Or Fascists Certainly Will 
 

2. The History of May Day and The Challenges 

Before the Working Class: From May Day To 

A Proletarian State, From Present Day 

Barbarity To A Revolutionary Dawn 

https://thewire.in/economy/covid-19-pandemic-indian-labour
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/03/uk-backed-off-on-herd-immunity-to-beat-coronavirus-we-need-it/
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Migrant workers across the big industrial cities, since 

the past few weeks, have been defying government 

diktats and demanding that they be allowed to go back 

to their homes and villages, despite facing widespread 

humiliation, oppression and even death. The time is 

ripe that the workers, with all their courage, should 

step into direct negotiations with the government and 

industry while clearly keeping in front of them, their 

demands in regard to their class interests and their 

lives. The debates on the television, newspapers and 

social media regarding the workers’ ghar wapsi or 

exodus to their homes, and faceoffs with the relentless 

efforts by the government and capitalists to prevent 

them from leaving the industrial cities, must have at 

least made them realize their importance and 

indispensability to the industry. No industry is in a 

position to operate without the role of migrant 

workers, and hence, witnessing the exodus and the 

bleak chances of a quick return of the tormented, 

humiliated and oppressed migrant workers has put the 

government as well as the capitalists in a state of alarm 

and panic. So much so that various state governments 

are even considering to penalize those workers who 

refuse to rejoin factories through pay cuts and 

disciplinary action, thereby virtually turning factory 

workers into bonded labourers. 

To put it starkly, this situation provides an opportunity 

for the workers to put their imperative demands before 

the capitalists and the government through which, by 

stepping into a hard bargain, the workers can compel 

them to agree to their demands. Few of such demands, 

for instances, can be for the immediate roll back of the 

diktat of 12-hour workday by various state 

governments, the abrogation of all wage cuts, social 

security cuts like in bonus, DA, DR and pay increment 

halts, providing improved conditions of 

accommodation and food keeping in mind the physical 

distancing norms and importance of immunity for 

protection against Covid-19, along with providing 

adequate quantities of face masks, hand gloves and 

sanitizer to prevent infection, providing free and 

proper testing and healthcare facilities to all workers 

without exception, providing free transportation 

facilities to and from the workplace keeping in mind 

physical distancing and sanitization norms. Even the 

demand of rolling back all anti-worker reforms in 

labour laws, abolition of the process of almost 

complete suspension of labour laws by various (BJP 

as well as Congress-ruled) state governments, and 

abandoning all such proposed reforms for the future 

ought to be made by the workers. 

Similarly, there are some other demands that can be 

formulated at the appropriate time and in an 

appropriate way and along with which, some 

intermediate political demands, such as the demand 

for government’s takeover of the private healthcare 

sector along with some select industrial sectors, and 

government’s expropriation of the enormous yet idle 

accumulated capital stock for its utilization in public 

welfare measures, can be included to ensure the well-

being and better conditions of the common and toiling 

masses in the incumbent pandemic as well as its future 

waves, the occurrence of which is highly probable. 

The workers can collectively and sternly demand that 

in the drowning narrative of saving the “nation’s 

economy”, they won’t further risk their survival by 

putting their lives on the line, and that they will not 

accept the government’s plans of using the vast 

numbers of workers as live bait during the Covid-19 

pandemic. They ought to declare that despite giving 

the last drop of their blood and sweat for the progress 

and development of the country and society, they were 

not only denied even basic respectable means of 

survival, while the enormous wealth created by them 

were appropriated by the capitalists, its agents and its 

governments. Now that a pandemic is wreaking havoc 

on humanity itself, as is the duty of any real democracy 

A CALL TO THE WORKERS  

YE WORKERS! PLACE YOUR DEMANDS AND BARGAIN HARD AT ALL 

POINTS BEFORE YOU RETURN TO WORK 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/workers-refusing-to-rejoin-factories-may-face-action/articleshow/75665970.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-new-labour-rules-in-gujarat-madhya-pradesh-and-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/75646705.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-new-labour-rules-in-gujarat-madhya-pradesh-and-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/75646705.cms
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RISE FOR CLASS STRUGGLE, 

AGAINST EXPLOITATION & 

INEQUALITY  
DEMAND FREE AND UNIVERSAL HEALTH 

CARE SYSTEM TO COMBAT COVID-19  
 

worth its name, the government ought to utilize the 

enormous wealth, even though created by the workers, 

piled up with the capitalists and the immense capital 

wound up in a handful of private entities. 

Comrades, it’s important that we concretely analyse 

the situations closely. These dark and downhearted 

days can be overturned in an instant. The hitherto 

veiled strength and determination exhibited by the 

workers in times of such adverse conditions created by 

the Corona pandemic greatly encourages us to think 

upon this seemingly impossible task as something 

which ought to and can be fulfilled. Absolutely no task 

seems big enough for the workers who did the 

unthinkable by walking for thousands of kilometres on 

foot for their homes while refusing to back down 

against the relentless measures by the capitalist state 

to prevent their exodus. While the panic during this 

pandemic has given the capitalist class and its 

government an opportunity to thrust its dictatorship, 

the working class is equipped with the counter to 

demolish all such efforts. Despite the situations thrust 

upon the working class through the unceasing attacks 

in the name of fighting the Corona pandemic, the 

empire of fear will ultimately not be able to stand its 

ground for long in front of the mettle of the working 

class. In light of these situations, they will also soon 

receive the support of those classes who are hitherto 

silently facing devastation and ruin if the required 

courage is mustered up for the great task before the 

working class. Even though this task requires 

indomitable courage and valour, the workers have, in 

spite of all odds, proved that they possess it 

thoroughly.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covid-19 has put the future of humanity itself at stake, 

while Capitalism is at war with the society even now. 

What has been proved is the urgent necessity of a mass 

political movement of the working class against 

capitalism; a direct frontal assault on it in addition to 

immediate demands for the survival of the working 

class from hunger and diseases. What we are 

witnessing is nothing but the consequence of a society 

organized on the basis of profit and a society in which 

a few individuals (in single digit!) own more than what 

half of the entire population has. The pandemic has 

laid bare the inescapable necessity of a fundamental 

restructuring of society. Once again in the history of 

mankind, it has been proved that human progress and 

security is inseparable from the struggle against 

inequality.  

Comrades! The novel corona virus pandemic is 

developing into a social, economic and political crisis 

on a scale that is without precedent. It has profoundly 

disrupted the existing world capitalist social order. 

Just estimates of the scale of deaths from the Covid-19 

illness are causing widespread anxiety. Millions may 

die across countries. Many, such as Iran and Brazil, 

have reportedly begun digging mass graves.  

It is now clear that this pandemic has exposed the 

inability of the capitalist system to deal with such a 

crisis. Capitalist governments throughout the world 

have responded with a staggering level of 

incompetence and disarray. Public health care 

systems, starved of resources, have failed. The 

complete incapacity of the developed countries, such 

as the United States, to respond to this emergency is 

an indictment of the entire capitalist economic system 

whose motto is: If the accumulation of our billions 

requires the death of millions, so be it. 

That is why all policies in capitalist countries have 

been based on the private enrichment of the oligarchs 

at the expense of society, even when humanity is 

struggling against Covid-19. All governments are 

floundering to safeguard the profits of corporations as 

millions face dire consequences with almost no 

assistance. The World Health Organization, which 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/world/eight-richest-wealth-oxfam.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/16/world/eight-richest-wealth-oxfam.html
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-05-08/mental-health-care-braces-for-coronavirus-anxiety-and-suicides
https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11491940/iran-coronavirus-death-toll-cemetery-video-graves/
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/story/long-hours-mass-graves-ppe-a-brazilian-gravedigger-s-daily-odyssey-in-the-times-of-covid-19-1677262-2020-05-12
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supposedly exists to coordinate responses to health 

emergencies, is powerless and its guidelines and 

regulations are being universally ignored. 

In such situations, we must demand:  

● A well formulated set of principles that guides 

the Government's response to the crisis and 

takes into account the needs of the working 

masses as the unconditional priority over all 

considerations of corporate profit.  

● A massive and well-coordinated mobilization 

of resources to combat the corona virus as well 

as other diseases, including the allocation of 

adequate amount of fund to ensure for all equal 

and free access to testing facilities and a 

quality medical care for all who need it.  

● The profit-driven system of health care must be 

completely abolished and replaced with a 

public system of equal, free and universal 

coverage. All the idle resources and capital 

invested in the private sector must be taken 

over by the government and put to public 

service in this crisis.  

● A massive public industrial production 

program must be initiated to produce medical 

equipment in such amounts as required and 

desperately needed. For this, all the key 

industries must be brought under public 

ownership. 

● Take all immediate measures to safeguard the 

overall health of workers whether at home or 

workplace. Highly congested workplaces 

where there is a danger of the spread of the 

virus must be either shut down or regularly 

well sanitized. In case of shut down, the 

workers must get full wages and other benefits. 

Repeal all anti-worker laws and reforms, 

including newly announced 12-hour workday. 

Repeal all the government orders that freeze 

DA, DR, Bonus and wage increments of 

workers and employees.  

● Ensure ₹12000/- per month is deposited in 

every workers’ bank account till industries 

resume production.     

● There must be a moratorium on evictions 

combined with a moratorium on rent 

payments.  

● The giant banks and corporations as well as all 

the riches buried in the chests of religion-based 

organizations must be placed under public 

ownership and democratic control i.e. must be 

nationalized and placed under people's account 

monitor and surveillance.  

● The vast fortunes of the ultra-rich must be 

expropriated to make funds available to ensure 

universal access to health care, housing, 

utilities and other necessary social needs.  

● All of economic life must be reorganized on 

the basis of a planned economy, removing the 

obstacles posed by private property and the 

profit motive.  

● Raise your voice for Socialism! 

These demands must be raised in addition to the 

immediate demands for massive relief measures 

programs that are being already raised by trade unions 

and other working-class mass organizations in alliance 

with revolutionary students and youth organizations.   

Source: Economic Times 
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Modi's yesterday's announcement of a mammoth 

package of 20-lakh crores of rupees shot a bold headline, 

yet it seems to be a hoax at the first sight. There is also 

no address to the woes of the migrant workers either 

which reasserts a sight of complete apathy. The talk of 

'labor' (one of the four Ls) in the package means more 

pro-industrialists labor reforms thereby indicating and 

promising much more loads of anti-workers legislations 

once the announcements of this package unfold on the 

ground.  

So far as addressing the heart-rending mammoth human 

tragedy that has fallen on the migrant workers, there is 

absolutely no mention of relief, not even any instant 

relief, in the package. We have already seen how they 

have been humiliated throughout the lockdown periods 

during their 'penniless stay' in their herded rooms in the 

cities waiting to die of hunger or during their long, long 

journey on foot back home. Now a further crackdown 

and punishment is being mooted on those migrant 

workers who refuse to join their work, while all the legal 

protective covers for them are being disapproved and 

removed in the name of battling Covid-19. In this 

backdrop, the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan' (Campaign 

for Self-Reliant India) is going to be too big a burden to 

the migrant workers as they will be sought to shed their 

last drop of blood for making it a success by being ready 

to bear the brunt of the new levels of vigorous 

exploitation of their labor as well as labor power.   

                    

On the other hand, the ₹20 lakh crore package as 

announced by the prime minister sounds big but when its 

actual figures are split, we find that "it will burn only a 

small whole in government finances, as ₹8.04 lakh 

crores from it is an additional liquidity injected into the 

system by RBI through various measures in February, 

March and April." The package also includes the ₹1.7-

lakh crores of the fiscal package announced on March 27 

by the Finance Minister. This sends the balance of the 

economic package to ₹10.26 lakh crores only.  

 

Sources from within the government said that the fiscal 

outgo may not be more than ₹4.2 lakh crores during the 

year 2020-21, whose cues may be taken from revised 

borrowing calendar announced just three days back. It 

says "on May 9, the government revised its estimated 

market borrowing to ₹12 lakh crore from ₹7.8 lakh 

crores as announced in 2020-21 budget… In a way that 

puts a ceiling to the size of a fiscal package at 2.1 % of 

GDP'' or ₹4.2 lakh crores. 

According to an earlier Financial Express report dated 

2nd May, 2020 also, it was noted that 'the Government is 

likely to cap its overall spending on Covid-19 related 

relief at around ₹4.5 lakh crore', around $60 billion, due 

to concerns that excess spending could trigger a 

sovereign rating downgrade, two senior government 

officials said. "We have to be cautious as downgrade 

have started happening for some countries and rating 

agencies treat developed nations and emerging markets 

very differently." the first official told Reuters.   

A Government official on the condition of anonymity, as 

per 13th May 2020 Indian Express, said that 'the 

government cannot really afford a huge stimulus.' He 

further said, 'it is intended to just provide relief and get 

the patient out of the ICU... There is no fiscal space to 

increase expenditure substantially.'  

Having these things in the hindsight, what would be the 

actual size of the package announced yesterday by the 

Prime Minister Modi is matter of concern for those who 

are not blinded by the glaze of Corporate or Godi media's 

trail of praise of this package. 

Its cues can also be taken from the actual state of affairs 

governing the 27th March announcement of a package of 

₹1.7 lakh crores in which money transfers immediately 

effected would add up to just only ₹61,380 crores over 

the next three months. To Women Jan Dhan Account 

holders – ₹10,000 crores. To widows, elders and the 

disabled – ₹3,000 Crores. To farmers – ₹17,380 crore, 

and The Building And Construction Workers Welfare 

Fund – ₹31,000 crores. Beyond this, the ₹17,380 crores 

to be released to farmers was not an additional aid. It was 

already budgeted for in 2020-21. 'The government was 

only front loading the payment of the first tranche of 

₹2,000 (of the budgeted ₹6,000 per farmer a year under 

the PM KISAN scheme).' Similarly, 'the money for 

construction workers did not require the government to 

borrow extra.' 

 

This is enough to call out the hoax that the ‘huge’ 

economic package of ‘₹20 lakh crore’ actually is. 

(An overall comment will be given in the next issue)  

STOP PRESS COMMENT 

PACKAGE OF 20 LAKH CRORES OF RUPEES:  
A HOAX AS USUAL AT THE FIRST SIGHT, NOTHING FOR MIGRANT WORKERS EITHER  

 

https://www.news18.com/news/india/cash-outgo-for-pms-mega-package-for-aatma-nirbhar-bharat-maybe-at-rs-4-2-lakh-crore-2-1-of-gdp-2617727.html
https://www.news18.com/news/india/cash-outgo-for-pms-mega-package-for-aatma-nirbhar-bharat-maybe-at-rs-4-2-lakh-crore-2-1-of-gdp-2617727.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/the-math-its-10-of-gdp-but-less-than-5-cash-outgo-pm-modi-relief-packages-6407302/
https://thewire.in/government/coronavirus-india-to-cap-stimulus-package-at-60-billion-to-protect-credit-rating
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/will-fms-coronavirus-relief-package-reach-all-why-rs-1-7-lakh-crore-might-not-mean-much/1911089/
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On the 14th of March, at a quarter to three in the 

afternoon, the greatest living thinker ceased to think. 

He had been left alone for scarcely two minutes, and 

when we came back we found him in his armchair, 

peacefully gone to sleep -- but for ever. 

An immeasurable loss has been sustained both by the 

militant proletariat of Europe and America, and by 

historical science, in the death of this man. The gap 

that has been left by the departure of this mighty spirit 

will soon enough make itself felt. 

Just as Darwin discovered the law of development or 

organic nature, so Marx discovered the law of 

development of human history: the simple fact, 

hitherto concealed by an overgrowth of ideology, that 

mankind must first of all eat, drink, have shelter and 

clothing, before it can pursue politics, science, art, 

religion, etc.; that therefore the production of the 

immediate material means, and consequently the 

degree of economic development attained by a given 

people or during a given epoch, form the foundation 

upon which the state institutions, the legal 

conceptions, art, and even the ideas on religion, of the 

people concerned have been evolved, and in the light 

of which they must, therefore, be explained, instead 

of vice versa, as had hitherto been the case. 

But that is not all. Marx also discovered the special 

law of motion governing the present-day capitalist 

mode of production, and the bourgeois society that 

this mode of production has created. The discovery of 

surplus value suddenly threw light on the problem, in 

trying to solve which all previous investigations, of 

both bourgeois economists and socialist critics, had 

been groping in the dark. 

Two such discoveries would be enough for one 

lifetime. Happy the man to whom it is granted to make 

even one such discovery. But in every single field 

which Marx investigated -- and he investigated very 

many fields, none of them superficially -- in every 

field, even in that of mathematics, he made 

independent discoveries. 

Such was the man of science. But this was not even 

half the man. Science was for Marx a historically 

dynamic, revolutionary force. However great the joy 

with which he welcomed a new discovery in some 

theoretical science whose practical application 

perhaps it was as yet quite impossible to envisage, he 

experienced quite another kind of joy when the 

discovery involved immediate revolutionary changes 

in industry, and in historical development in general. 

For example, he followed closely the development of 

the discoveries made in the field of electricity and 

recently those of Marcel Deprez. 

For Marx was before all else a revolutionist. His real 

mission in life was to contribute, in one way or 

another, to the overthrow of capitalist society and of 

the state institutions which it had brought into being, 

to contribute to the liberation of the modern 

proletariat, which he was the first to make conscious 

of its own position and its needs, conscious of the 

conditions of its emancipation. Fighting was his 

element. And he fought with a passion, a tenacity and 

a success such as few could rival. His work on the 

first Rheinische Zeitung (1842), the 

Paris Vorwarts (1844), the Deutsche Brusseler 

Zeitung (1847), the Neue Rheinische Zeitung (1848-

49), the New York Tribune (1852-61), and, in addition 

to these, a host of militant pamphlets, work in 

organisations in Paris, Brussels and London, and 

finally, crowning all, the formation of the 

great International Working Men's Association -- this 

was indeed an achievement of which its founder 

might well have been proud even if he had done 

nothing else. 

And, consequently, Marx was the best hated and most 

calumniated man of his time. Governments, both 

absolutist and republican, deported him from their 

territories. Bourgeois, whether conservative or ultra-

democratic, vied with one another in heaping slanders 

upon him. All this he brushed aside as though it were 

a cobweb, ignoring it, answering only when extreme 

necessity compelled him. And he died beloved, 

revered and mourned by millions of revolutionary 

fellow workers -- from the mines of Siberia to 

California, in all parts of Europe and America -- and I 

make bold to say that, though he may have had many 

opponents, he had hardly one personal enemy. 

His name will endure through the ages, 

and so also will his work.  

KARL MARX, A SOURCE OF ENLIGHTENMENT FOR THE PROLETARIAT, 

A FRIGHTFUL SPECTRE FOR THE BOURGEOISIE 
FRIEDRICH ENGELS’ SPEECH AT THE GRAVE OF KARL MARX 

HIGHGATE CEMETERY, LONDON MARCH 17, 1883 

https://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1864/iwma/index.htm
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Almost a dozen state governments have quite recently 

adopted a slew of anti-worker labour law reforms with 

the main feature common to all of them being the 

increase of the work hours for workers from 8 hours 

per day to 12 hours. While the prevailing law, the 

Factories Act 1948, with respect to overtime mandates 

that a worker must get double the wage rate for 

overtime hours, the Yogi Government of Uttar 

Pradesh has raised working hours without increasing 

the wage rate i.e. now the employer would pay wages 

at the same "proportionate" rate for the extra period. 

Indications are that it may become a New Normal. The 

state bypassed the provision by invoking emergency 

provisions in the law. This is in accordance with the 

steps that Gujarat had already taken. After all, they are 

our patriotic governments!  

The suspended Factories Act provided for the work of 

eight hours a day and 48 hours a week. It also provided 

for engaging workers for up to 60 hours a week with 

the payment of twice the wage rate for the overtime 

period. But the same act also empowers a state to 

waive any of its provision in the name of public 

emergencies arising out of external or internal threats 

to the country's security. This has been utilized by the 

states.  

For workers to understand, let us take an example. If a 

worker is paid 160 rupees for 8 hours at the rate of 20 

rupees per hour, then, for working for 12 hours, he will 

be paid just 240 rupees at the same wage rate of 20 

rupees per hour. So, the provision for overtime is gone. 

According to old provisions, the worker would have 

got 160 plus 160 rupees, the latter being the overtime 

wage at twice the existing wage rate i.e. 2x20 rupees 

per hour for the overtime of 4 hours. There is a direct 

loss of 80 rupees (as per this example).    

As stated above, Gujarat was the first state that issued 

notification on increasing working hours on the above 

pattern, providing for proportionate payment even for 

the extra work hours, followed by UP. Apart from 

them, Rajasthan, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Haryana, Uttarakhand, Maharashtra, Odisha 

and Goa have issued the same type of notification 

through executive orders for increasing the working 

hours from 8 to 12 in the name of keeping production 

units to produce as much as possible with a limited 

number of workers, though these states have promised 

double wage rate for the extra 4 hours. 

In addition to this, the state governments of Uttar 

Pradesh, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh have passed 

ordinances to suspend almost all the labour laws. 

This is happening when most workers have gone back 

to their villages in their native districts. According to 

the notification, this has been done because 

maintaining social-distancing norms are mandatory 

during the Covid-19 crisis and hence to make for 

losses in the volume of production, those who chose to 

remain and work would be forced to work for 12 hours 

without any overtime wages.  

The message is loud and clear. When wealthy people 

prefer to live inside their gated boundaries during 

times when Covid-19 spread is peaking, even though 

lockdown is being phased out, workers have to work 

longer hours in factories without any safety. But this 

is not all. On the other hand, they and their families 

have also got to eat less, remain half-fed, go hungry 

and live malnourished without nutrition and die for the 

country while the capitalists go on increasing their 

wealth with not a dime to spare! Although, some of the 

states have said workers would be paid double their 

normal wages for the extra period of work, it may not 

be complied by the factory owners citing examples of 

states where extra payment has not been announced. 

Even when there was no Covid-19 induced Crisis, 

those activists who work among workers very well 

know, many workers were being not paid proper 

overtime wages according to the rules. Such high 

handedness being inflicted upon workers is quite 

common among bourgeoisie who often 'purchase' 

support of the administration and the bureaucracy. 

Workers are left high and dry, even though rules and 

acts exist in the books. Such coercion will increase 

manifold now.       

The facts that indicate these reforms will be permanent 

can be very well verified by the statements of the 

whole battery of bureaucrats from former labor 

welfare commissioner G. P. Bhatia to the NITI 

Aayog's CEO Amitabh Kant who have not only 

defended the relaxation in working hours without 

overtime provisions but have also said that "the 

reformist zeal to push through structural reforms will 

alone lead to sustainable growth'' (Amitabh Kant's 

RESIST THE NEW NORMAL OF 12-HOUR WORK DAY  

 

https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh-government-raises-working-hours-for-labourers-from-8-hours-to-12-hours-but-will-pay-wages-at-same-rate/cid/1771930
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/coronavirus-lockdown-uttar-pradesh-government-raises-working-hours-for-labourers-from-8-hours-to-12-hours-but-will-pay-wages-at-same-rate/cid/1771930
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/the-new-labour-rules-in-gujarat-madhya-pradesh-and-uttar-pradesh/articleshow/75646705.cms
https://www.telegraphindia.com/india/coronavirus-pandemic-longer-work-hours-on-table-in-lockdown/cid/1764920
https://twitter.com/amitabhk87/status/1258642383274532865
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tweet on the last Friday, 8th May, 2020). The industrial 

magnates have welcomed it saying that 'UP & MP are 

emerging as big reformers" (The Telegraph, 11th May). 
So, the statements are quite indicative of the reforms 

being permanent. The leaders of several opposition 

parties, including the CPI and the CPM, have 'justly' 

(given their history of surrender at such times) limited 

themselves to submitting a memorandum in protest to the 

President Ram Nath Kovind. The memorandum is quite 

timid in its words. It keeps to their old tradition of 

begging before the bourgeoisie. At most it says, 'Using 

the pretext of battling the Covid-19 pandemic, drastic 

changes are being made to the existing labor laws of the 

country which further jeopardize the lives and well-being 

of the working people.' In line and tune with this, the 

mainstream left trade unions have been content with just 

a low-profile ritualistic rally in one of these states, 

Madhya Pradesh, showing just a lip-service to the cause 

of workers. Don't think it is because of the scaring 

Corona times. Not at all. They have a history of bleating 

while begging with folded hands before the bourgeoisie 

and their government when they together were on a 

snatching spree targeting all the victories and razing all 

the fortresses of the working class to the ground. The 

working class must have no faith in them and instead 

build alternative struggling centers. And they are bound 

to grow.     

DILUTION OF LABOUR LAWS: 

A GLANCE 

MADHYA PRADESH 

1. HIRE & FIRE 

• Establishments with up to 100 workers can 

hire according to needs.  

• No registration for contractors with 50 

labourers.  

2. END OF INSPECTOR RAJ  

• No factory inspection for 3 months.  

• No inspection for firm with less than 50 

workers.  

• Third-party inspection allowed.  

3. EASIER LICENSES AND REGISTRATION  

• Registration and licenses to be issued in a day.  

• Renewal of a factory license once in 10 years.  

• Startups need one time legislation; no renewal. 

4. SHIFT HOURS  

• Raised to 12 hours from 8 hours in factory.  

• Overtime of up to 72 hours permitted; 

flexibility in changing shifts.  

• Shops and establishments can operate from 6 

am till midnight. 

 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Industry exempted from all labour laws barring the 

following:  

1. Building and Other Construction Workers' Act, 

1996.  

2. Workmen Compensation Act, 1923.  

3. Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976.  

4. A section of Payment of Wages Act to apply. 

 

GUJARAT 

New industrial establishments exempted from all 

labour laws barring the following:  

1. Minimum Wages Act.  

2. Industrial Safety Rules.  

3. Employees' Compensation Act.  

 

• Ordinance to roll out benefits that will be 

available for 1,200 days.  

• 100% online approvals within 15 days.  

• 33,000 hectares set aside; land to be allocated 

in 7 days. 

 

https://twitter.com/amitabhk87/status/1258642383274532865
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/eight-political-parties-write-to-president-kovind-over-labour-law-dilution-120050801798_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/pti-stories/eight-political-parties-write-to-president-kovind-over-labour-law-dilution-120050801798_1.html
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75 years after the defeat of Hitler and the fall of 

fascism in Europe, we present highlights from those 

historic days as they were covered in the pages of the 

Daily Worker, predecessor of People’s World. From 

the historic meeting of U.S. and Soviet troops at the 

Elbe River in late April 1945 to the celebrations of 

victory after the fall of Berlin, the Daily Worker 

provided readers in the United States all the most 

important news of the day from a working-class point 

of view. Along with the elation of victory, you will also 

see in these selections mourning for the lives lost and 

hopes for a better world to come through international 

cooperation. But there was also concern that the unity 

which had beaten fascism was under threat—from 

anti-communism, from the “America First” crowd, 

and from big business industrialists everywhere who 

had supported the aims of the fascists. The Cold War 

was already approaching before the guns had even 

fallen silent. 

April 26, 1945 

RED ARMYMEN SWIM ELBE, HAIL ‘AMERIKANSKIS’ 

By Ann Stringer 

 

TORGAU, Germany—Down the street of Torgau 

came a Russian youth wearing blue shorts and a gray 

cap with a red hammer and sickle on it. “Bravo 

Amerikanski!” he yelled. “Bravo comrades!” 

He was dripping wet because he had swum the Elbe 

River to greet us. It was my first glimpse of the Soviet 

Army. 

I had just flown in a Piper Club plane into this historic 

town where the official juncture of the Americans and 

Soviets took place. We landed in a clover field, 

climbed over two roadblocks, and then saw the young 

Russian running up the street. A little earlier, an 

American patrol had penetrated to Torgau. 

The Elbe River is swarming with Soviet soldiers, 

stripped to their shorts. They are swimming over to 

greet us. The Germans blew up all the bridges across 

the Elbe, but there is a small fleet of shaky boats and 

canoes. I decided to cross the river in one of them and 

visit the Russians. 

 

 

As they saw us coming in our canoe, they rushed down 

the river bank through the tall, wet grass and began 

yelling greetings. They helped us drag the canoe up on 

the bank, and then they all stood rigidly at attention for 

a moment. One by one, they stepped forward, saluted, 

shook hands, and stepped back into line. 

Then, Lt. Grigori Otenchuku, a veteran of Stalingrad, 

stepped forward to make a formal speech on behalf of 

the Soviets. 

“A few months ago, German soldiers were nearly in 

Stalingrad,” he said. “Now, Soviet soldiers are in 

Berlin and Soviet soldiers are here—all the way across 

Germany—with the American Allies.” 

ITALIAN PARTISANS EXECUTE MUSSOLINI 

April 30, 1945 

 

ROME—Benito Mussolini, who gambled the destiny 

of Italy on fascism, has been tried by a People’s 

Tribunal, executed by a firing squad, and his body is 

now displayed in a Milan public square… 

Put to death with Mussolini on Saturday were 45 of his 

Fascist henchmen—big shots and small—who had 

been captured while trying to flee Northern Italy… 

A bank clerk, one of the thousands who gathered near 

the Palazzo Venezia where Mussolini used to strut, 

said that “it was about time because he was already a 

corpse and stinking too much.” A shopkeeper said “he 

An illustration depicting the meeting of U.S. and Soviet 

soldiers at the Elbe River. | People’s World Archives 

FINAL DAYS OF THE WAR AGAINST FASCISM—FROM THE DAILY 

WORKER ARCHIVES 
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deserved what he got,” and a housewife was “sure that 

the north would not let him escape.” 

REICHSTAG FALLS, SAYS MAY DAY ORDER 

May 1, 1945 

 

MOSCOW—Premier Joseph Stalin announced in a 

May Day order yesterday that the main part of Berlin 

had been liberated and that Red Army troops hoisted 

the red flag over the historic Reichstag in the city’s 

heart. 

Asserting that Germany now stands alone in the world 

“except for Japan,” and that the war is nearly ended, 

Stalin announced that in the last four months of battles, 

the Red Army has killed nearly one million Germans. 

 

 

 

 

Mowing down “death battalions” of…fanatic SS elite 

guard remnants, Soviet troops overran the Reichstag 

and took the Interior Ministry and main post office in 

Potsdamer Platz, the geographic center of Berlin. 

Soviet commanders have promised to hold a victory 

parade today to Brandenburg Gate, entrance to the 

famous avenue. 

The United Nations, the Soviet Premier declared, “will 

destroy fascism and the German military and will 

severely punish the guilty…” He said, “The world war 

set loose by the German imperialists nears an end. The 

fall of Hitler’s Germany is a fact of the nearest future.” 

 

HITLER IS DEAD 

May 2, 1945 

By James S. Allen 

 

Hitler is dead, according to German broadcasts from 

Hamburg heard in London. The actual fact of his death 

remained unconfirmed by any Allied source. We have 

it on word of Grand Adm. Karl Doenitz, commander-

in-chief of the German Navy, that Hitler died 

yesterday afternoon in the Chancellory in Berlin, after 

naming Doenitz as his successor. 

Whether Hitler is physically dead or not, his days are 

over. The Partisans of North Italy had the last word 

with Mussolini. It may well be that Red Army soldiers, 

wiping out the last remnants of resistance in the heart 

of Berlin, also wiped out Hitler. May Day would be 

very appropriate. But if it happened that way, we 

would have heard from Moscow. 

 

 

 

It is almost certain that the report from Hamburg is 

connected in one form or another with the negotiations 

for unconditional surrender said to be in progress. 

Red Army soldiers look out over the ruins of the Nazi 
capital, Berlin, as they hoist the Soviet flag atop the 

Reichstag. | Public Domain 

 

The death of Hitler and the fall of Berlin is announced 

on the front page of the May 2, 1945 edition of the 
Daily Worker. | People’s World Archives 

 



 

Scientific Socialism Weekly Commentary / Issue 2                                                                                                                                                     16 

MASTER-RACE THEORY SHATTERED, BUT 

WAR IS ONLY HALF OVER 

May 8, 1945 

 

HARLEM, N.Y.—On V-E Day, there was orderliness 

everywhere in Harlem. Wilford E. Lewin, who 

maintains an employment office, said, “The world has 

learned a new lesson through this war. That lesson is 

of great value to all men. It is that the master-race 

theory has been properly shattered. The American 

people have learned the value of the Negro on the 

battlefield and at home. Let us hope they will profit 

from that lesson.” 

Edward S. Lewis, executive director of the Urban 

League of Greater New York, said: 

“V-E Day is, above all, a people’s victory. Now for a 

people’s peace! The United Nations conference at San 

Francisco takes on new significance and the people of 

the world will demand the perfecting of machinery, in 

spite of differences, to maintain peace and security for 

all peoples.” 

Lt. Col. Ira Aldridge, formerly of the 92nd Division 

and now of the N.Y. Guard, direct descendant of the 

great Negro tragedian and first Negro to play 

Shakespeare in the United States, said: 

“The war itself is only half over, for Japan still has to 

be defeated. It is hoped that the Negro soldier will have 

a chance to show what he can do, in the Pacific, under 

his own officers. As to the San Francisco conference, 

I hope that its provisions will be better carried out than 

were those of the old League of Nations. If so, we 

ought to have something quite worth while.” 

 

THE WORST CRIMES IN HISTORY 

May 8, 1945 

By Samuel Sillen 

 

Millions—many millions—did not live to share this 

hour of triumph. Millions were hounded, twisted, 

strangled, starved. Their ashes heaped in German 

ovens. Their skeletons clumsily piled in shallow 

ditches. 

These were people like ourselves. They too could 

dream of sweeter days. They worked and laughed and 

loved. The children once hugged fuzzy teddy-bears. 

People like ourselves, and they might have been 

ourselves; we were spared their fate. But we must 

never forget the monstrous crippling, the 

overwhelming and unutterable indecency which was 

the system of life under German fascism. 

 

 

 

Pity is not needed; we can spare the dead the last 

indignity of pity. Even hatred, the fierce hatred that we 

must all feel for the Nazi butchers, is not enough. 

What we finally need, in this moment of rejoicing over 

the collapse of Nazi Germany, is a realistic 

understanding of the enemy that we have beaten to his 

knees. We need the kind of understanding that time 

will never erase. 

And its essence, simply, is that there can be no 

compromise between humanity and fascist barbarism, 

whatever new form it may take. For it will take new 

forms. 

The Hitlerites will not now be able to cripple men’s 

bodies, but they will not give up striving to poison 

men’s minds. They are plotting to undo our victory at 

the very moment we celebrate it. 

To the burned and tortured victims of Nazism, we owe 

the same debt we owe to the children cheering in the 

streets today. And that is the grim resolve to make this 

a permanent triumph, an irreversible triumph. 

To those who try to divide the victorious nations, we 

must reply…. The murderers must never murder 

again. We must see to it. The fight is still on. Next 

time, we may not be spared.  

“Millions not alive to share victory.” May 8, 1945. | 

People’s World Archives 
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I am the same age as born in 1900. The son of a 

peasant in the village of Silver Ponds of the Tula 

province. My ancestors are diggers. It was not from a 

sweet life that I had to leave my parents' home in St 

Petersburg at age 12 to earn money and experience the 

exploitation of capitalists. My last specialty is a fitter 

at a spur workshop I never thought of being a 

professional military man. And if he had been drafted 

into the tsarist army my highest calling in rank would 

be a soldier or sailor, like my four older brothers. 

But at the beginning of 1918, at the call of the party of 

Lenin. I volunteered to go to the Red Army to defend 

my native Fatherland of workers and peasants. For 56 

years I have been in the cadres of the Soviet Army. I 

have the tide of Marshal of the Soviet Union. 

Communist since 1919. Member of the Civil War, 

from the age of 19 he commanded a regiment. Member 

of many battles with the White Guards and 

interventionists on the Southern and Western Fronts 

until the beginning of 1922. After the civil war, before 

the Great Patriotic War, he also fought against those 

who wanted to prone with a bayonet the power of our 

Armed Forces. 

When I read in Pravda that today there is a man who 

attributes victory to Stalingard to penal battalions, he 

could not believe his eyes. I know that A. Solzhenitsyn 

is a Nobel laureate. I do not believe into the 

circumstances that contributed to the assignment of 

this tide to him. But the title of Nobel Prize laureate 

obliges a lot. In my opinion, it is incompatible with 

ignorance and falsehood. 

In front of me on the table is a book entitled "The 

Gulag Archipelago" by A. Solzhenitsyn. I am not 

familiar with Solzhenitsyn, who, using fictitious 'facts' 

(try to verify them!). Supplies the enemies of peace 

and progress with a stream of lies and slander against 

our Motherland and our people. I can't bear such 

slander. Defamation of the army that saved humanity 

from the brown plague and which earned the gratitude 

of all progressive people in the world. Our army is the 

brainchild of our people. Insulting the army is the 

greatest crime against the people who gave birth and 

raised it to defend against enemies and enemies. 

On page 90 of the book "The Gulag Archipelago", 

Solzhenitsyn writes "Thus, the army operating was 

cleansed. But there was also a huge army inactive in 

the Far East and in Mongolia. To prevent this army 

from rusting was a noble task of special departments. 

With the inaction of the heroes Khalkhin-Gol and 

Hassan, languages began to be untied, especially since 

they were now given the opportunity to study 

degtyarevsky assault rifles and regimental mortars so 

far classified by their own soldiers. Holding such 

weapons in their hands, it was difficult for (hum to 

understand why we are retreating in the West". 

Do you, Solzhenitsyn, and your Western friends and 

bosses not know that the Far Eastern army, which you 

call "inactive", after the civil war and intervention had 

to repel the attack of the enemy three times, which 

with bayonets probed the power of our Red Army and 

the entire Soviet Union? Have you really forgotten the 

fighting on the Far Eastern borders in 1929, 1938 and 

1939? Solzhenitsyn betrays the aspirations of Western 

and Eastern figures such as Chamberlain, Daladier, 

Hoover, Chian Kai-shek and others who climbed out 

of their skin in the 30s trying to set Japanese samurai 

on us and thereby satisfy the greedy appetites of 

imperialist Japan at the expense of the Soviet Union. 

His address to the heroes of Stalingrad. "During the 

period you have grinded many enemy divisions and 

equipment. But not only in this are your achievements 

expressed. The courage of the soldiers and the ability 

of the commanders to repulse the enemy made the fact 

that the enemy's initiative was largely paralysed in 

certain sections of the front. This is the historical merit 

of the defenders of Stalingrad." 

You deliberately forgot about the letter from President 

of the United States Roosevelt, who wrote "On behalf 

of the peoples of the United States of America, I hand 

this letter to the city of Stalingrad to mark our 

admiration for his valiant defenders, whose courage, 

strength of spirit and selflessness during the siege of 

September 13, 1942 January 31, 1943 will forever 

inspire the hearts of all free people. Their glorious 

victory stopped the wave of invasion and became a 

turning point in the war of the union of nations against 

the forces of aggression". 

THE GULAG ARCHIPELAGO 

LETTER FROM STALINGRAD 
V Chuikov 
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I confess that I am painfully experiencing the insult 

you inflicted on us, the Stalingraders I tell you, 

because I survived two hundred days of fire and nights. 

I was always on the right bank of the Volga and in 

Stalingrad. Perhaps, in your opinion. I, as a fine man, 

was appointed lo command the 62nd Army, on the 

merits of which our newspaper Pravda wrote on 

November 25, 1942. "In a petition mentioning the 

armies defending Stalingrad, a special role is 

emphasised 62 Army, which repelled the main attacks 

of the Germans at Stalingrad, its commander. 

Lieutenant General Comrade Chuikov V I and his 

chief assistants, vol Colonel Gorokhov, Major General 

Rodimtsev, Major General Guriev, Colonel Balvinov, 

Colonel Gurtiev, Colonel Saiaev, Colonel Skvortsov 

and others, as well as gunners and pilots." 

In your opinion, Solzhenitsyn, it turns out that the 

guard divisions of Rodimtsev, Guryev, Zholudev and 

others, which consisted of more than 50 percent of the 

Communists and Komsomol members, were 

"cemented" by the penalty companies?! Was the 

fighter-sniper Vasily Zaitsev, who destroyed about 

300 fascists and the first to utter the words that inspired 

all Stalingraders: "There is no land beyond the Volga 

for us", was he a fine man or "cemented" by fines? It 

is possible that Serageant Yakov Pavlov and his group 

of fighters of different nationalities, who defended a 

house for 58 days and nights that the Nazis never took 

and land more corpses around his house than when 

they took the French capital of Pans were these good 

defenders of Stalingrad 'cemented' Free companies? Is 

Lyuba Nesterenko, dying, bleeding from a wound in 

her chest, in her hands a bandage, even before death 

she wanted to help a friend bandage the wound, but 

didn't have time—was she too "cemented" with fines 

or was she a fender? Was the glorious son of the 

Spanish people Ruben Ibarruri, a fine man or 

"cemented" by a fine man? Could give hundreds, 

thousands of examples of heroism and devotion of all 

Stalingrad residents to their people and the Leninist 

party. You, Solzhenitsyn, dared to scoff at these heroes 

pouring on them streams of lies and dirt. 

I repeat again during the period of the Stalingrad epic 

in the Soviet Army there were no penal companies or 

other penal units. Among the ftghters—Stalingard 

there was not a single fighter fighter. On behalf of the 

living and killed in the battle of the Stalingraders, on 

behalf of their fathers and mothers, wives and 

children. I blame you. A Solzhenitsyn, us a dishonest 

liar and slanderer of the heroes of Stalingrad of our 

army and our people. I am sure that this accusation will 

be supported by all Stalingrad residents. They will all 

call you a liar and a traitor. If you want to make sure 

of this, then go to Stalingard, climb the Mamaev 

Kurgan and look at the continuous flow of people, 

pilgrims from many countries, people of many 

nationalities walking up the stairs to honour the 

memory of the heroes. And God forbid you to declare 

that you a A Solzhenitsyn! 

[Source: Stalin Society] 
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MASA condemns in strongest possible words the orders 

issued by various state governments to dilute/suspend the 

labour laws earned by hard struggles by generations of 

the working class under the pretext of the pandemic 

crisis. The Uttar Pradesh government has approved an 

ordinance exempting all establishments, factories, and 

businesses from the purview of most labour laws for over 

three years. Laws that would no longer apply include the 

Minimum Wages Act, Trade Unions Act, Industrial 

Disputes Act, Factories Act, Contract Labour Act, 

Payment of Bonus Act, Inter-State Migrant Workmen 

Act, Working Journalists Act, Employees’ Provident 

Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act. This ordinance 

is now pending approval of the central government. In 

Madhya Pradesh, all provisions, except Section 25 of the 

Industrial Disputes Act, have been relaxed, working hour 

has been extended to 12 hours a day, establishments 

employing less than 50 workers have been excluded 

from inspection under various labour laws, In industries 

with less than 100 labourers, exemptions have been 

given from provisions of the Madhya Pradesh Industrial 

Employment (Permanent Order) Act, fixed term 

employment has been approved, a provision has been 

made to maintain a single register instead of various 

registers under labour laws and to file a single return 

instead of 13 now, under the Factory Act, exemption has 

been given to factories from inspection for a period of 

three months. Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani has declared 

that Gujarat is planning to exempt new projects from 

provisions of labour laws if the unit will work for at least 

1,200 days. Maharashtra has made exemption of section 

51,52,54,56 of Factories Act and has allowed extension 

of working hour upto12 hours a day. Assam government 

has allowed introduction of fixed term employment in 

industries, increase in minimum number of workers for 

implementation of the Factories Act from 10 to 20 

(factories run with power) and 20 to 40 (without power). 

It also has approved increase in minimum number of 

workers for implementation of Contract Labour Act from 

20 to 50 and increase in shift hours from 8 to 12 hours.  

Other states like Rajasthan, Punjab and Himachal 

Pradesh has also amended the Factories Act since last 

month and raised the working hours from 8 to 12 hours 

per day. 

These changes are nothing but a ploy to transfer the cost 

and crisis of the  pandemic to the working class, 

preserving the interests and profits of the capitalists and 

exploiting the corona crisis for fast track implementation 

of anti-worker labour law reforms, even bypassing the 

parliament. This will increase job loss, abolish job 

security, dilute industrial safety and increase industrial 

accidents and throw a huge majority of workforce out of 

any legal safety net, and effectively bring back the 

practice of bonded labour in production. This will push 

back the gains of working-class struggle for basic rights 

and dignified job by a hundred years. Already the Indian 

working class is suffering from the corona crisis – job 

loss, salary cut, crisis of ration, shelter and other 

facilities, despite the evident fact that they build the 

wealth of nation. Particularly the crisis of migrant 

workers and unorganized workers has been severe. In 

this context, these measures will increase the precarious 

condition of workers by manifold. 

MASA demands immediate withdrawal of all 

ordinances/orders by different state governments that 

allow anti-workers measures in pretext of COVID-19 

crisis. 

MASA demands from the central government and all 

state governments immediate measure for the protection 

of workers’ rights and interests in this hour of crisis – 

secure jobs and full salary for all, universal health and 

social security, legislation for migrant workers’ rights 

and facilitation of their going back home free of cost, 

strong measures for industrial safety etc. 

We vow to fight for these rights of the workers and call 

upon all workers, all toiling masses and all democratic 

sections of society to rise up and fight for these rights. At 

present we will fight through the courts and virtually by 

all means possible. As soon as it is responsibly possible, 

we will move this struggle to the streets.  

STATEMENT AGAINST THE DILUTION/SUSPENSION OF LABOUR 

LAWS BY VARIOUS STATE GOVERNMENTS 
BY MAZDOOR ADHIKAR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN (MASA) – A NATIONWIDE JOINT PLATFORM OF 

WORKERS’ ORGANIZATIONS, TRADE UNIONS AND FEDERATIONS 

10 MAY 2020 
 


