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About THE TRUTH 
Truth is the most potent weapon of working class, its most powerful propagandist and agitator. 

However, freedom to debate and criticize forms the pre-requisite for truth to emerge. The 
Truth, therefore, is not an attempt to create another moated and fortified silo but an 

endeavour to create and build a platform for all the worthy sections and individuals of the 

movement to engage freely in the debate and polemics on working-class’ tasks ahead and the 

strategy and tactics required for the purpose, of course, within our logistical constraints, like 

length, deadlines, etc.  

This endeavor will only succeed through your active participation and your valuable feedback, 

suggestions, contributions, letters to editor, etc. are invited at thetruth.edboard@gmail.com  

Voluntary contributions can be sent through UPI or bank transfer. 

UPI: 9582265711. Contact for bank account details. 

 

 

  

STIFLING THE VOICE OF DISSENT 
“THEY TRIED TO BURY US, THEY DIDN’T KNOW WE WERE SEEDS”   EDITORIAL        3 

‘CALAMITY TO OPPORTUNITY’: NEO-LIBERAL ONSLAUGHT INTENSIFIES M ASEEM         6 

22ND MAY WORKERS' PROTEST: WHITHER THE CTUS, FROM HERE?   SHEKHAR        11 

ECONOMY IS DRIVEN BY MIGRANT WORKERS, NOT BY CAPITAL   S V SINGH      20 

THE ‘KERALA MODEL’: COVID-19 MAY EXTEND ITS LIFE     PRASAD V     26 

CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL AND MONOPOLIES IN INDIA    M ASEEM         31 

AN OUTBREAK OF ANTI-WORKER REFORMS       S RAJ      34 

PLIGHT OF HEALTH WORKERS: 
WHO WILL SAVE OUR SAVIOURS FROM CAPITALISM?     V PRAJAPATI     38 

                                            

THE TRUTH 
Platform for Radical Voices of the Working Class 

ISSUE NO. 2           JUNE 2020 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

M ASEEM     /     K BARANWAL     /     PRASAD V     /     S RAJ     /     S V SINGH     /     SHEKHAR 

EDITORIAL ADDRESS: 

C/o Kanhai Baranwal, IFTU Central Office, Haripur, Paschim Bardhaman District, West Bengal – 713378 

CONTACT: 

Mob – 9582265711, 9434577334  Email – thetruth.edboard@gmail.com  

FOR PRIVATE AND NON-COMMERCIAL CIRCULATION ONLY 

 

 

mailto:thetruth.edboard@gmail.com
mailto:thetruth.edboard@gmail.com


THE TRUTH / Issue 2 / June 2020                                                                     3 

The world has been shaken up by protests 

everywhere since the turn of last decade. 2019, 

which was already jolted by student’s protests across 

India over fee hike and privatization of education, 

witnessed one of the most widespread protests in the 

Indian history in the form of Anti NRC-CAA-NPR 

protests. Even today, spontaneous agitations by 

migrant workers over food, shelter and the demand 

to go back to their villages can be seen all across the 

country. All these protests signify the simmering 

anger and dissatisfaction brewing amongst the 

masses against the anti-people and fascistic 

disposition of the government. And now, the state, 

taking advantage of the corona virus pandemic and 

the resultant lockdown, has wreaked havoc on the 

protestors by using the arsenal of draconian laws like 

UAPA, NSA, Sedition, etc. Recently, Natasha 

Narwal and Devangana Kalita, students of JNU and 

Anti-CAA activists, were arrested on fabricated 

charges relating to the February Delhi Pogrom, of 

whom Narwal has now been slapped with charges 

under UAPA in the same FIR (59/20) under which 

Safoora Zargar, Meeran Haider, Umar Khalid and 

others have been booked. There have been numerous 

arrests since last year, when amendment to the 

UAPA was done, to give more teeth to the already 

oppressive laws and the NIA. Sudhir Dhawale, 

Mahesh Raut, Shoma Sen, Surendra Gadling, Rona 

Wilson, Sudha Bhardwaj, Varavara Rao, Gautam 

Navlakha, Anand Teltumbde and Masrat Zahra are a 

few names from the list of hundreds who have been 

charged with UAPA.  

The concept of being 'innocent until proven 

guilty’ is gone now. When such arrests are viewed 

closely, a sinister pattern can be seen in them. For 

instance, let’s take up the case of Natasha Narwal 

and Devangana Kalita. They were arrested primarily 

on 23rd May 2020 from their residence without any 

prior information. This was under an FIR lodged on 

24th February under which bail was granted by the 

sessions court judge on 24th May, but after that they 

were immediately rearrested under another FIR 

(50/2020) lodged on 25th February on grave charges 

of murder and attempt to murder, among others. 

Where Natasha has been booked under UAPA, 

Devangana, on the other hand, has been booked 

under a third FIR (250/19) which was filed during 

the lathi charge on the Daryaganj protest on 20th 

December 2019. As it is known to all that an 

instigating speech was made by Kapil Mishra in the 

same area where the Delhi pogrom started, yet not a 

single FIR contains his name. The Delhi Court 

dealing with the Northeast Delhi violence were 

forced to address the elephant in the room by saying 

that, “the investigation seems to be targeted only 

towards one end”. The Delhi pogrom occurred 

during the last week of February and resulted in the 

death of 53 individuals, of whom 38 were Muslims. 

A report from Indian Express, dated 13th April, 

reveals facts which paint a much gruesome picture. 

It said that after the lockdown, when the officials 

slowed down the investigation as they started 

working from home, Ministry of Home Affairs 

intervened with a directive which instructed them 

that the arrests should not stop under any 

circumstances; till then more than 800 people had 

already been arrested. Another sinister revelation 

came up from an article, by Radhika Chitkara and 

Vikas Kumar, secretaries of PUDR (Peoples’ Union 

For Democratic Rights), was published in The Hindu 

on May 16th which said that after the analysis of 

around 40 FIRs it is evident that the Delhi Police was 

prosecuting the victims of Delhi Pogrom, rather than 

the perpetrators of the violence. 

Bail is the exception, jail is the rule. This dictum 

is being enforced through indictment under 

UAPA. The FIR (50/2020), which was lodged 

regarding the violence that broke out outside 

Jaffarabad metro station, did not name Natasha or 

Kalita. But since, all the FIRs have the ‘and others’ 

clause, that is, mention a number of unidentified 

people relating to the incident, it can be traced back 

to almost anyone and the charges can be blatantly 

slapped on them. It almost seems that the state 

Editorial 
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https://thewire.in/law/delhi-police-north-east-delhi-riots-probe-targeted
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maintains such FIRs so that they can be used against 

anyone at any point (more than 700 FIRs had been 

filed till 11th March regarding the North-east Delhi 

violence). As soon as one manages to get bail from 

the lower courts in one FIR, the police is ready with 

a list of other FIRs under which the activist can be 

booked, thereby providing no relief to the ‘accused’ 

once they’ve come in the eyes of the state. The 

judicial system, entrusted to serve justice to all, is 

now playing a crucial role in putting the ‘nagging’ 

protestors behind bars. Similar handling can be seen 

in Gautam Navlakha’s case as well. Amidst Delhi 

High Court’s hearing of his interim bail plea, NIA 

rushed him to Mumbai jail, out of the purview of the 

said court, without even informing his lawyer or 

family. The 68-year-old human rights activist, who 

pleaded bail given his chronic ailments and the 

pandemic, was not even allowed to complete his 

hearings in the Delhi HC. The whole exercise was 

carried out in such a way that the Delhi HC had to 

inquire about the haste of NIA’s investigating officer 

in Mumbai. Sudha Bhardwaj’s interim bail plea, 

based on the imminent danger to her as she was in 

the high-risk category ailments given her age during 

the covid-19 pandemic and that one of her jail 

inmates has been tested corona positive, was rejected 

by Mumbai’s Special Court on 29th May. The same 

law which constantly parrots the phrase ‘bail is the 

rule, jail is the exception’ without actually meaning 

it, also provides such loopholes which are being used 

by the state in order to punish innocent activists who 

dare to raise their voice in the face of terror.  

The fascists, upon learning from history, have 

resorted to relatively peaceful (if it may be called so) 

means to slowly, but steadily, take over the entire 

state machinery from within. The courts watch in 

deafening silence as the democratic fabric of the 

constitution is ripped to shreds. The fact that Justice 

Muralidhar of Delhi High Court was given transfer 

orders hours after giving orders to Delhi police to file 

FIR in north-east Delhi violence cases against the 

three BJP leaders who gave instigating speeches just 

days before the violence broke out, namely Kapil 

Mishra, Anurag Thakur and Pravesh Verma, reveals 

the extent of takeover of the judicial system. Human 

rights and student activists, lawyers, professors, 

doctors, intellectuals, writers are all being put behind 

bars under the diabolical UAPA, in which it is almost 

impossible to get bail and also, the onus of proving 

oneself innocent lies on the accused itself (unlike the 

acts of IPC where the burden of proof falls on the 

prosecutor). This leads to the trial continuing for 

years and the accused rotting in judicial custody, 

away from the streets and passing each day in 

oblivion, as desired by the State. Isn’t it as good as 

the punishment itself? So much for the concept of 

‘innocent until proven guilty’. 

Sedition is yet another draconian act, which was 

constituted by the Britishers and has been adopted in 

the constitution of independent India as well. The act 

says that anyone who, by any means possible, brings 

or attempts to bring disaffection, meaning ‘disloyalty 

and a feeling of enmity’, towards the government can 

be booked under this act. As is fairly visible, there 

are wide scale implications of this act which can be 

slapped on anyone for protesting (of any kind, 

whatsoever) against the government even for basic 

rights or even dare to question the government. In 

February, a Karnataka school was charged with 

sedition on account of an anti-CAA play performed 

by the children of that school.  

The rights of many stand snatched away for the 

likes of few. A kind of ‘social emergency’ has been 

declared by the government, as hinted by PM Modi 

in one of his addresses to the nation, that it’s a war-

like situation that we’re facing and the public should 

be ready to make sacrifices. Little was known that 

the sacrifices as referred here would mean doing 

away with all our rights as citizens. Apart from the 

evident attack on dissenting voices, the hard-earned 

rights of the workers are also being smothered 

mercilessly. These rights were not offered by any 

ruling class out of the goodness of their hearts but 

actually have a history of ruthless struggles which 

demanded blood to further the cause of workers’ 

movements all over the world. And now, they are 

being taken away to serve the interest of the crisis-

ridden bourgeoisie and the workers are being 

converted into mere insignificant creature like beasts 

of burden. As many as thirteen states have increased 

their working hours from 8 to 12. Uttar Pradesh, 

Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat have suspended their 

labour laws almost entirely, with which workers lose 

their basic rights such as right to safety at the 

workplace, right to form unions and right to protest 

https://thewire.in/law/delhi-high-court-gautam-navlakha-nia
https://thewire.in/law/delhi-high-court-gautam-navlakha-nia
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peacefully. Also, with the suspension of labour 

rights, factory owners won’t be required to provide 

basic amenities to them needed for survival such as 

ventilation, drinking water, toilets, lighting, rest 

intervals, weekly holidays and other essentials. The 

brutal proceedings of the past, where in 2017, Maruti 

workers, fighting for their right to form unions and 

against the contract-labour system, were subjected to 

massive repression and thirteen worker leaders were 

given life imprisonment under purely fabricated 

murder charges, shall become the new normal in the 

days to come.  

The situation created by Covid-19 pandemic and the 

nation-wide lockdown is being used to patch up the 

ruptured economy and ferry the capitalist class away 

from the storm of world capitalist crisis unscathed. 

The increased arrest of activists and dissenters and 

the complete dismantling of labour rights show the 

restlessness of the ruling class. The seemingly 

permanent world economic crisis, which appears to 

be worsening day by day, has made the government 

resort to desperate measures. For the capitalists, the 

wheel of profit is stuck due to the crisis of 

overproduction inherent in capitalism. Before the 

pandemic as well, the market was already in a glut 

and the industries were forced to operate at almost 

two-third capacity. And now, after the pandemic, 

where the economic situation of the country has 

worsened and the purchasing power of the people has 

gone down considerably given the lay-offs and the 

unemployment rates going off the charts, the 

capitalist class is finding its future bleak and is thus 

growing anxious. Their insatiable thirst for profit 

needs a free hand to plunder all the resources 

available to mankind. And for this, all the dissenting 

voices need to be stifled, all the raised fingers need 

to be chopped. This precisely is what the Indian state 

is up to with all the arrests and the dismantling of 

human rights. 

But every step taken by the current fascist regime 

towards smashing the dissenting masses, brings the 

capitalist class closer and closer to their doom i.e. 

capitalism is inching closer to its doom. The lifting 

of the veil of democracy and the overt shift to drastic 

measures by the fascist ruling class, won’t go 

unnoticed by the people at large. The ongoing arrests 

amidst such a humanitarian crisis involving hunger, 

poverty, unemployment and homelessness made 

much worse by covid-19 pandemic have forced the 

people question the intentions of the government. 

We know, a fascist regime creates an imbalance and 

upheavals in the society; the increasing oppressions 

will ultimately compel the masses to fight back and 

shift the balance of power thereby toppling over the 

status quo. History is replete with such examples 

where the harshest of oppressions have been met by 

the strongest people’s movements, be it the French 

Revolution where the hunger-stricken and 

impoverished peasants waged a war against the 

ruling class, or the Russian Revolution where the 

atrocities and ignorance of Czar amidst World War I 

caused the masses to uproot the existing order on the 

question of land, peace and bread. 

Today, in India, the masses have once again been 

pushed to their limits. Where on one hand, the 

working class’s shield of labour rights is being 

readily taken away, on the other, the voices raised by 

the oppressed sections in defiance is being stifled in 

the throat. They, along with other progressive 

sections of the society, who have constantly raised 

their voice against the atrocities of state, need to 

understand the historicity of the fact that such 

tyranny has always knelt before the mightiest power 

of the masses. The disease-ridden capitalist regime, 

whose excessive rot has led to the current fascistic 

rule, has become a poisonous outgrowth which is 

constantly being rejected by the great revolutionary 

masses of workers and toilers relentlessly. Now, their 

survival and eventually the survival of the whole 

humanity requires them to get rid of this fascist order 

and with it, its very soil i.e. capitalism, that breeds 

such a system. 

Down with the bourgeois-fascist state that 

stifles the voice of dissent!  
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When, after the Lehman Brothers collapse, many 

well-meaning people thought that neo-liberal project 

would now retreat, it was Rahm Emanuel, Barack 

Obama’s Chief of Staff and former financial sector 

top executive who made the famous comment, “You 

never want a serious crisis to go to waste. And what 

I mean by that is an opportunity to do things that you 

think you could not do before.” He meant that all 

crises are actually an opportunity for ruling capitalist 

class to push forward its neo-liberal agenda of 

privatising all public assets and services and launch 

a renewed assault on workers’ rights to squeeze out 

even more drops of blood of the working class as 

profit for the capitalists. It is the same scenario 

playing out now during Covid pandemic.  

When Indian capitalist economy was already in deep 

crisis of its own, causing untold sufferings and 

misery for the working class and other poor people 

of the country, the Covid pandemic has just thrown 

it into an abyss. On top of that the disaster of a 

completely unplanned lockdown because of Modi’s 

proclivity to establish his credentials as a fascist 

strongman by announcing sudden spectacular ‘firm, 

bold and strong’ decisions has caused a forced 

exodus of a huge number of working people from the 

urban industrial centres to survive by foraging for 

food in the very villages from where they had earlier 

emigrated to escape from exploitation, 

unemployment, poverty, hunger and casteist-

patriarchal torture by the landowning kulaks. Result 

is the largest migration of poor people in Indian 

history and uncountable scenes of acute hunger, 

thirst, disease and death in every nook and corner of 

country. 

In the midst of all this human suffering, a self-

congratulatory and chestthumping Modi appeared 

again on TV screens at the widely feared time of 8 

PM to annouce a 20 lakh crore rupees economic 

package to convert ‘calamity into opportunity’. Next 

day onwards Finance Minister along with her ruffian 

junior in tow started the daily episodes of an 

afternoon soap opera called Economic Package, 

ending in an Epilogue in the form of RBI governor 

appearing at his allotted slot of 10 AM. We do not 

intend to spend much effort here on the composition 

of 20 lakh crore rupee package as many bourgeois 

analysts have already burst that balloon by pointing 

out that the real value is less than one tenth of the 

claimed value as most of these announcements like 

loan schemes are either hollow not involving any real 

expenditure, or have already been announced several 

times earlier, or are nothing but old schemes, or are 

simply giving money already owned by x to x 

himself though with loud chest thumping, e.g., 

giving income tax refunds or 2% reduction in 

Provident Fund deduction from Salary. The Hindu 

Business Line noted on May 19, “The package, that 

mainly consists of loans, liquidity measures and 

structural reforms but very little actual spending by 

the Centre, is grossly inadequate to compensate for 

the steep ₹15-18-lakh crore loss in GDP this fiscal.”  

LIQUIDITY – FLOOD OF CHEAP MONEY 

However we need to delve a little deeper to 

understand whose calamity has been converted into 

the opportunity for whom through this package. The 

government has claimed to have made historic 

‘reforms’ in 4 areas of liquidity, land, labour and law. 

We’ll examine all four to see what these ‘reforms’ 

are, why such measures have been taken and whom 

these really benefit. Let us begin first with liquidity 

clubbing together the announcements by Reserve 

Bank governor on 22nd May in addition to those 

made by FM earlier. RBI Governor who was the first 

to give up the bravado and accept the reality of 

recession, i.e., negative GDP growth rate announced, 

among others, reduction of Repo Rate to 4% and 

Reverse Repo Rate to 3.35%, moratorium on loan 

repayments for 3 months adding to earlier one of 3 

months, conversion of this 6 months’ unpaid interest 

into another loan and increasing the group exposure 

limits from 25% to 30%. FM had earlier announced 

government guarantee scheme for 3 lakhs crore 

rupees of collateral free bank loans to Micro Small 

Medium Enterprises. There are approximately 5 lakh 

crores more of such loan, liquidity and credit 

guarantee schemes - for NBFCs, MFIs, HFCs, 

MSMEs, DISCOMS, Agri infrastructure, Farmers, 

Food enterprises, street vendors, fishery, animal 

husbandry, etc details of which are not necessary 

here. The only tangible expenditure announced as 

part of this package is Rs 40,000 crores for 

MGNREGA, however we will need to see how much 

of that is really spent and when.  

This has become the standard monetary response to 

crisis these days in all capitalist economies. In weak 

economic environment, their central banks try to 

flood the financial system with cheap money by 

‘CALAMITY TO OPPORTUNITY’ 

NEO-LIBERAL ONSLAUGHT INTENSIFIES 
M Aseem 
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lending to banks at a low interest rate. The hope is 

that the banks will lend this money further at low 

interest rates. This lending will help to get economic 

activity back on track to some extent. This, in turn, 

will help boost economic growth. The RBI, like other 

central banks, has also been trying to flood the 

financial system with cheap money over the last few 

months. It has launched several schemes to do so like 

long-term repo operations, targeted-long term repo 

operations, and targeted-long term repo operations 

2.0. The schemes launched by the RBI lend money 

to banks at the repo rate, so that they can lend further. 

The repo rate is the interest rate at which the RBI 

lends to banks. It was at 5.15 percent and was cut by 

75 basis points to 4.4 percent on March 27 and has 

now been further cut to 4%. All this is intended to get 

banks to lend. 

ROLE OF INTEREST RATES IN CAPITALIST ECONOMY 

However, here we need to understand the role of 

interest rates in a capitalist economy. Interest rates 

only decide how much share of total profit industrial 

capitalists hand over to financial capitalists who loan 

money to them, and similarly how much of this 

shared will be passed on by the financial capitalists 

to the smaller bourgeoisie like middle class who have 

some amount of money capital but not enough to 

become industrial capitalists themselves and hence 

lend it for use to industrial capitalists through the 

mediation of financial capitalists. Interest rates, 

therefore, are not the cause of level of economic 

activity but its effect. Hence, interest rates do not 

play an important role in resolving capitalist crises.   

There are also a few other things that the RBI has 

done to get banks to lend more, including cutting the 

cash reserve ratio from four percent to three percent. 

Banks need to maintain a certain proportion of their 

deposits with the RBI. When this rate is reduced, 

banks have more money on their books to lend. The 

cut from four percent to three percent was expected 

to add Rs 1.37 lakh crore to the financial system, 

which banks could then lend out.  

To cut a long story short, the RBI has been trying to 

flood the system with more money, drive down 

interest rates, and get banks to lend more. But is that 

really turning out to be the case? The answer is no. 

In fact, the banks have no liquidity problems. They 

are flush with money and are depositing it with RBI 

itself at reverse repo rate of only 3.35%, weekly 

average being more than 8 lakh crore rupees. Hence, 

liquidity is not really the problem here.  

The purpose of capital investment in capitalist 

economy is not production but to convert it back into 

money capital by selling the produced commodities 

so that the surplus value produced by employing 

labour power, the source of all profit, can be added 

back to initial capital, thus accumulating higher level 

of capital after each production cycle. The repayment 

of interest on bank loan capital is also done out of 

this profit generated from business operations. That 

cycle of capital was already under strain by the 

economic crisis and now has been further broken by 

the lockdown. Hence, neither there is any demand for 

loans nor capacity to repay loans already taken. On 

the other hand, banks are also not willing to lend as 

they are wary of which companies will survive this 

crisis and which will not. The fact is RBI has had to 

grant moratorium of 6 months on payment of all 

loans and the accumulated interest payments of these 

6 months will be considered additional loan to the 

borrowers. Hence it is going to further increase their 

debt burden. As per the data coming into public 

domain in some smaller banks up to 90% of 

borrowers have opted for moratorium meaning there 

is sever constraint on money generation in the 

businesses. This is also corroborated by the fact that 

the government has suspended the operation of its 

bankruptcy mechanism for a period of 12 months so 

that bankrupt firms will no longer be declared for 

next year. Similar relaxation has been announced for 

recognising many overdue loans as non-performing 

assets.  

The other intention of driving down interest rates is 

to motivate middle class savers to buy more as the 

negative real interest rates (rate of inflation higher 

than interest rates on bank deposits) makes bank 

deposits loss making while loans are available on 

cheap interest rates. However, that was possible only 

in US and Europe when capitalist economy was 

relatively stable in post-world war period and some 

modicum of social security was available as 

capitalist class was able to give a little share of 

surplus to the middle class. However, with 

intensifying capitalist crisis insecurity created by 

massive unemployment and declining real incomes 

have removed that factor. Moreover, middle class is 

already overburdened by housing, car, consumer 

loans which are now becoming tough to repay. 

Besides, value of their savings in bank deposits, 

Small Saving Schemes, PF, Insurance, MFs, etc are 

effectively becoming less as interest rates are 

expected to be slashed across the board. Hence, 

driving down interest rates will not increase the 

demand in the economy as these sections will now 

be forced to save more. 

Similar is the case of decisions like the reduction of 

rate of the tax deducted at source, reducing the rate 

of Employee Provident Fund (EPF) deduction and 

accelerating Income Tax refunds. While these do put 
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more money briefly in the hands of some people and 

businesses, it doesn’t reduce the tax outflow or 

increase the real income in any way. For example, 

the government estimates that the move to reduce the 

rates of tax deducted at source and tax collected at 

source, will increase the liquidity in the financial 

system by Rs 50,000 crore. But this is basically 

money which will continue to be in the hands of 

people for a slightly longer duration, until they pay 

their full and final taxes on this income. How can this 

be a part of a package or an economic stimulus as the 

media is calling it? 

MORE LOANS – MORE BAD LOANS 

So, what will these loan schemes expected to 

achieve? One thing that the collateral free loans with 

government guarantee is expected to do is that many 

capitalists will avail of these new collateral free 

loans, risk free for them, and retire the old ones with 

collateral. When and if the new loans become NPA, 

the government guarantee will come into picture and 

the burden of that will be borne by common people 

through more indirect taxes, higher fees/prices of 

public services and curtailment of expenditure on 

social services, etc. 

Thus, all this liquidity and administrative measures 

are just hiding a lot of stress in the economy under 

the carpet and trying to avert bank failures because 

of payment problems. India Ratings estimates Rs 5.5 

lakh crore worth slippages to be added to bank 

balance sheets in FY21 owing to Covid-19 stress and 

outstanding gross bad loans for listed banks could 

rise from Rs 9 lakh crore to over Rs 14 lakh crore in 

FY21. Similarly, Centre for Monitoring Indian 

Economy (CMIE) CEO has commented, “Centre's 

package doesn’t solve problem, only creates more 

NPAs.” 

STRUCTURAL REFORMS – PRIVATISATION & ‘EASE 

OF DOING BUSINESS’ 

Next we come to what government dubbed as 

‘structural reform’ measures but, in fact, are more 

neo-liberal policies to further privatise, liberalise and 

integrate Indian economy to world capitalist 

economy. FM Sitharaman herself clarified that Atma 

Nirbhar Bharat Abhiyan is not about making India 

isolated. Hence ‘Structural policy reforms in growth-

oriented sectors’ has liberalised these crucial sectors 

for ‘more investment, higher production and more 

jobs opportunities.’  The eight sectors are – coal, 

minerals, defence production, air space management, 

airports, Maintenance Repair Operations (MRO), 

distribution companies in Union Territories, space 

sector and atomic energy. FM announced to make the 

air travel cheaper and to make civilian flying ‘more 

efficient’ and ease the restrictions on utilisation of 

the Indian Air Space. The government also 

announced the commercial mining in the coal sector 

and informed that the government’s monopoly will 

be removed to make coal available on market prices. 

Government will also spend 50 thousand crore 

rupees to create infrastructure for private coal 

mining. Further, FM Sitharaman said that Discoms 

in metros will be privatised. In the space sector, the 

government will boost private participation in space 

activities and will also provide a predictable policy 

and regulatory environment to private players. The 

government will bring in policy reforms to fast-track 

investment; project development cell in each 

ministry to prepare investible projects, coordinate 

with investors and central/state governments. Under 

upgradation of industrial infrastructure, the scheme 

will be implemented in states through challenge 

mode for Industrial Cluster Upgradation of common 

infrastructure facilities and connectivity. The 

government has increased the FDI limit in defence 

manufacturing under the automatic route from 49 per 

cent to 74 per cent. In the name of economic package 

for Covid the policy to allow private cos to 

participate in inter-planetary space travel or use 

ISRO facilities, pandemic would become a blessing 

for private sector biggies who have been eyeing 

ISRO assets for long. Similarly, FM announcements 

related to coal, aviation, power sectors will suit 

Adani Power, Tata Power, JSW Energy, Reliance 

Power, Vedanta, etc who will lock horns in the bid 

for thermal coal blocks and other projects in power 

and aviation sectors. 

VGF – A GIFT FOR PRIVATE CAPITAL 

Along with this FM also announced a Viability Gap 

Fund (VGF) of Rs 8100 crores for privatisation in 

Social Sectors. And immediately followed NITI 

Aayog missive to Chief Secretaries of all States, 

"Accelerate process of setting up of medical colleges 

on PPP model & augmenting district hospital 

facilities with private partners. Use VGF route 

available for social sectors." So now government is 

not even going to sell public sector assets to private 

capitalists to garner some funds to meet its budgetary 

deficit. It is actually going to fund 30% of the project 

cost of taking over control of existing district 

hospitals because, in their view, private sector is 

doing a public service by taking over public hospitals 

and they should be given money to ensure minimum 

level of profits! Rs 8100 crores is going to be handed 

over to them in this manner. 
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LABOUR ‘REFORMS’ 

Besides this package the government has committed 

to go ahead with the much touted ‘labour law 

reforms.’ What these labour reforms will be can be 

well understood by the measures already being taken 

by various state governments ruled by both BJP as 

well opposition parties, viz, 12 hour working day, 

doing away with all labour law requirements for 

protection of workers like sanitation, security, safety, 

lunch and rest breaks, creches, etc and full freedom 

from any inspection for these. Then there is also full 

ban on strikes using Essential Service Maintenance 

Act. Without going into details as this is discussed in 

detail separately in this issue, it can very well be said 

that capitalist class is no longer satisfied with 

extraction of just more and more relative surplus 

value and they want to also extract more absolute 

surplus value through increasing the length of the 

working day and reducing non-wage expenditure on 

workers. This is happening in an environment where 

Labour costs account for only a relatively small 

proportion of total industrial costs in India. 

According to Annual Survey of Industries, in 2017-

18, wages to workers were less than 3% of total input 

costs for India as a whole; in UP they came to 2.6 % 

and in Gujarat & MP only 2%. Hence, reality is that 

organic composition of capital (ratio of constant 

capital to variable capital) in India has increased to 

so much extent that whatever the rate of relative 

surplus value, surplus value per unit of capital 

employed is going down leading to falling rate of 

profit. 

On the other hand, government has withdrawn its 

own order of paying lockdown period wages to 

workers announced earlier. Industry had said it 

would lead to closure of MSMEs without the 

government's support on wages. The economic 

package didn't give companies wage support through 

grants, except to some small and formal sector 

companies by footing their employees' provident 

fund dues. What to say of private sector even 

government itself and public sector institutions were 

not doing so. But there were some cases of unions 

giving legal notices for this, e.g., in IIM Ahmedabad. 

Therefore, the government has cancelled the order 

itself. This is in a catastrophic scenario where 14 

crore workers have lost their jobs since March and 

unemployment rate has gone to an unprecedented 

26% according to CMIE database, though it does not 

give the complete picture as this captures 

unemployment rate only in members of labour force, 

i.e., those who are employed or actively looking for 

one, whereas in India large number of unemployed, 

having lost all hope of finding a job, have simply 

gone out of the labour force and labour force itself 

has gone down to 36% of the working age 

population.   

The move to finance the EPF contributions haw left 

behind majority of workers as it covers only about 16 

per cent of the total EPF subscribers and 1.6 per cent 

of the total workforce of 471 million in India. Now 

the Government may soon allow firms to delay EPF 

contributions or pay these in instalments 

Government may also expand the scope of 

subsidising EPF contributions for firms. EPFO CEO 

has also told firms they needn't pay EPF 

contributions over basic pay of Rs 15,000. Hence, 

relatively better paid workers might also lose 

matching employer contributions to PF beyond level 

of salary. 

LEGAL & REGULATORY CHANGES 

Besides labour law changes, Government is also 

promising to amend many more laws and regulations 

as enablers to increased ease of doing business. First, 

operation of Indian Bankruptcy Code (IBC) has been 

suspended for one year. 2nd, Agriculture Products 

Marketing Committees (APMC) Act is to be 

amended allowing farmers to sell their produce 

anywhere in the country. This will benefit rich 

farmers or producer companies who will be able to 

buy at low prices from distress selling small and 

marginal peasants and sell directly to the urban 

consumers where they can get higher prices. 3rd, the 

revised thresholds announced by Finance Minister 

for classifying industries as MSMEs will result in a 

higher number of businesses qualifying for the 

safeguards under the MSME law. 4th, under the many 

funds/loan schemes announced for agriculture and 

agro-industries like beekeeping, fishery, dairy, 

forestry, farmgate infra, etc government intends to 

push for more formalisation in agriculture sector of 

the economy and to integrate it more tightly in the 

capitalist market economy. 6th, another major 

announcement is restricting Public Sector to yet to be 

announced strategic sectors and allowing private 

sector to operate throughout the economy. PSUs 

outside these ‘strategic’ sectors will be merged or 

privatised. 

FM has also announced many relaxations on legal 

compliance to corporates. The governance standards 

for listed companies under company law will no 

longer be applicable to private firms. However, we 

know these private firms are mostly owned by same 

promoters as the listed companies and work in 

tandem with them. The fact is most corporate frauds 

are done through related party transactions between 

public and private firms of same promoters. 
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Moreover, many violations of company law will no 

longer be treated as criminal acts saving many 

capitalists from punishments for their crimes. 

WHY SUCH A PACKAGE? 

Such a package announced with much fanfare but 

without incurring any real expenditure shows the 

desperation of the heavily crisis ridden government. 

Goldman Sachs has already said that India will have 

its deepest ever recession & the structural reforms 

announced by the govt in lieu of an immediate 

stimulus package, will fail to have any effect in short 

term on reviving the economy. It is predicting a 45% 

slump in India Q2 GDP. “Our estimates now imply 

that real GDP falls by 5 per cent in FY21 (vs -0.4 per 

cent in our previous forecast). The minus 5 per cent 

growth we forecast for FY21 would be deeper 

compared to all the ‘recessions’ India has ever 

experienced,” the report added. 

In such a situation, government revenues will go 

down sharply and fiscal deficit will jump sky high. 

With both central and state government borrowing 

limits raised, PSBR or public sector borrowing 

requirements may surge to anywhere between 11-

13% of GDP. This is well above household financial 

savings currently 9%. According to reports dated 9th 

May, “The government plans to borrow Rs 12 lakh 

crore ($160 billion) in the fiscal year to March 2021, 

up from the previously budgeted Rs 7.8 lakh crore to 

cushion the blow from the new coronavirus 

pandemic.” Hence Government will now borrow Rs 

30,000 crore via sale of bonds each week, sharply 

higher than the Rs 19,000-21,000 crore scheduled 

earlier. Since this goes against the intention of 

driving down interest rates, much of this is expected 

to be financed by RBI by money expansion or so-

called printing of notes. RBI currently is not doing it 

directly but through Primary Dealers in government 

securities who are buying these in sales and are then 

reselling to RBI in Open Market Operations. This is 

expected to increase the debt-GDP ratio of 

government from 70% to anywhere beyond 80% 

which is going to be tough to service in a scenario of 

negative nominal GDP growth. Hence, central and 

state governments are not able to incur any more 

expenditure, they have to rather go for austerity.  

Neo-liberalism - Broad Consensus in Capitalist Class   

There are many well meaning people, some even 

among the left circle who believe that this crisis is 

the end of neo-liberal economic policies but as seen 

above the ruling capitalist class is not going to cease 

neo-liberal attack but will rather intensify it using 

this pandemic as an opportunity. And this view is not 

just restricted to the ruling BJP but there seems to be 

broad consensus on this among the whole spectrum 

of the bourgeois political forces as is apparent from 

labour law and other changes in Rajasthan and 

Punjab ruled by Congress. Moreover, economists 

like Raghuram Rajan, Gita Gopinath, Arvind 

Subramanian, Abhijeet Banerjee, etc not directly 

aligned with ruling party and some of them 

hobnobbing with opposition Congress are also 

advocating the same as is evident by their interviews 

and statements in media. One interview of Raghuram 

Rajan to The Wire stands out in this respect and we 

are quoting some of it below. 

“Rajan said the financial sector has been in deep 

distress for a long while before this crisis struck. It 

needs restructuring, recapitalisation and we must 

plug the hole in the leaking bucket. He explicitly 

called for better quality management of public sector 

banks. Asked about the reforms the Central 

government or state governments have announced, 

Rajan said he agreed that the agricultural reforms 

could be game-changers, similar to the end of the 

licence-permit raj in industry, but they needed to be 

fully and honestly implemented.  

Rajan said he welcomed the reform restricting PSUs 

to a yet-to-be-defined strategic sector and permitting 

the private sector to function across the economy but 

was worried that the necessary privatisation this 

entailed might never happen. He pointed out that 

only a fraction of the privatisation committed to in 

any budget has actually happened and, anyway, a lot 

of it was sale from one government owned entity to 

another. 

Rajan told The Wire whilst a lot of the labour reforms 

announced for three years by the governments of 

Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat were 

long talked about and perhaps needed, they should 

not be done with the stroke of a government pen. 

Such steps needed wider consultation otherwise they 

could provoke protests on the streets. He also added 

that such reforms cannot be done for just three years. 

Industry needs a credible assurance of permanency. 

Rajan said there was a need to ease factor markets 

like land, labour and finance. He also spoke of the 

need to further push ease of business.” 

To conclude, expectation that human misery and 

suffering caused by economic crises and pandemics 

can induce capitalists to adopting more humane 

policies is not to understand at all the fundamental 

nature of capitalist society. Driven by maximisation 

of profit it is bound to increase its neo-liberal 

onslaught whatever the damage to human life. Neo-

liberal policies can only be reversed by working class 

overthrowing the capitalist economic system itself.  
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BACKGROUND AND PERSPECTIVE   

22nd May all India workers' strike was called in a 

very different and grave situation. The call was given 

by ten Central Trade Unions, mostly dominated by 

mainstream left, and taken up by all other TUs and 

trade union platforms irrespective of their affiliation. 

It came when a few states, from UP and Gujarat to 

Rajasthan and et al, decreed suspension of almost all 

labor laws and imposition of 12-hour working day. 

However, it is no denying the fact that the dilution of 

labor laws was already being effected continuously 

in pieces and practice, even prior to pre-Covid time, 

and of late working class stood mostly disarmed in 

the face of continuous attacks since 1991 which is 

considered the year that marks the direct onset of 

neo-liberal policies in India. While the deepening of 

economic crisis got capitalists and their governments 

to launch attacks with even more vengeance, Covid-

19 made the economic crisis further worse. It is 

therefore quite on expected lines that more attacks on 

working class are coming and something of the 

nature of an open class war has been let loose. The 

capitalist class and their lackeys are hell bent to turn 

the biggest ever global health crisis into 'opportunity' 

to suck the last drop of blood from the veins of the 

working class, particularly the migrant unorganized 

workers so that they could maintain their pace of 

maximization of profit during this crisis, too.    

When lock down was suddenly announced on 24th 

March evening in the wake Covid-19 pandemic, it 

resulted in instant job and livelihood losses for both 

migrant and local workers as well as for those on 

margins who anyhow managed to eke out their 

living. There can be no other arguments that migrants 

were worst hit. They have been thrown not only in 

economic distress, but, also in a state of complete 

apathy and estrangement. They found themselves 

also in isolation for they were far away from their 

families and dear ones by hundreds of kilometers. 

This made them bewildered and puzzled. On the 

other hand, no direct economic or any other relief 

was provided to such migrant or non-migrant 

workers. In one month, their economic condition 

depleted to such an extent that they became 

penniless. They remained either hungry or half-fed 

for many days since then and had no money left for 

journey. They were unable to pay house rent and 

faced evacuation on any day. Lastly, they had to 

request their village based family members, who had 

themselves lost their jobs and livelihood, to send 

some money even on loan at exorbitant interest rates 

so that they could remain alive and save a part of it 

for journey. This produced deep and widespread 

nostalgia among the migrants who were already 

longing to unite with them as soon as possible. They 

had lost their faith in governments. When they 

prepared to return, they were chased back and beaten 

instead of given help. It further eroded their 

confidence, got them stupefied and as a result threw 

them in chasm. This triggered their mass exodus on 

foot defying all orders, apathy and requests or 

announcements. It has turned out to be a reverse 

migration that no one ever thought of happening on 

such a gigantic scale. It brought before us the 

forgotten images of India's partition. It led and is still 

leading us in the most cinematically creative way to 

directly live those experiences of partition that 

happened to occur 73 years ago from now. It 

suggests that a deep feeling of deception towards 

'democracy', constitution and judiciary is fast 

penetrating into the minds of the poor. The general 

feeling is that however proud one may feel of 

'independence', but, for the poor and the 

downtrodden no tangible change has occurred and 

arrived. Later, under the pressure of severe criticism 

from all quarters, even from the gullible and 

apathetic media, some Shramik Special trains were 

arranged for migrants' return. However, this proved 

to be full of tragedy and not less fatal than the 

journey on foot. These trains are inordinately late, 

sometimes taking even 9 to 10 days, in reaching their 

destinations and in the meantime have taken the lives 

of kids, sick, fragile and old-aged due to acute 

hunger, excessive heat, too much exhaustion and 

drying throats.  

Other sections of the people i.e. the village poor and 

the city poor dwellers mostly living in make-shift 

houses, whose economic life have been completely 

shattered by this Covid-led accentuation of crisis, 

were also not provided any substantive direct help. 

As a result, a very acute situation of hunger and 

deprivation caused by lack of unemployment is 

emerging among these populaces in villages as well 

as in cities.    

In the nutshell, the call of all India strike came at a 

time when hundreds of millions of migrant and non-
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migrant local workers as well as the village and the 

city poor were going through the worst ever tragedy 

of their life and were worst hit by unemployment, 

hunger, lack of basic necessities along with 

humiliation and police repression, all the direct 

consequences of Covid-19 induced lock downs and 

accentuation of an already persisting and deepening 

economic crisis. Coupled with this, the unparalleled 

government apathy is going to push their economic 

conditions to a very precarious level. Many 

bourgeois humanitarian activists are correctly 

expecting mass unrest unfolding into a widespread 

spontaneous revolt if these acute situations are not 

handled properly. In this sense, the stability of the 

government and the bourgeois state stands seriously 

threatened and some aspects of a revolutionary 

situation look fulfilled. However, the subjective 

conditions are still unprepared as revolutionary 

forces of working class are even today badly 

fragmented and disoriented.  

ROLE OF CTUS AS VIEWED IN THIS BACKGROUND 

Did the striking unions tried to cash in on this 

splendid favorable situation with a view to mounting 

working class offensive? Are they looking forward, 

going beyond tokenism, to an era of revolutionary 

proletarian mass actions whose chances are being 

correctly expected to arrive? Have they seriously 

analyzed the depth of the post-Covid-19 economic 

crisis and rethought their role in order to usher in an 

era of working-class serious struggles to directly take 

on and overturn the bourgeois offensive?   

Just imagine! Two months have passed now. Still the 

migrant workers along with their families and 

dwellings are walking perilously on foot to return 

home from their workplaces braving untold 

hardships all along their journey. On the other hand, 

the Shramik Special Trains are carrying the workers 

to places other than their destinations thus letting the 

workers helplessly struggle to live for more days 

without food and water, thus forcing them to 

succumb to severe heat, hunger and thirst. This has 

sent waves of indignation to the whole country and 

spread commotion among the mass of the people 

living all over the country. A kind of desperation is 

setting in among those directly affected. Cracks are 

appearing in otherwise strong bourgeois-fascist rule.  

Did the 22nd May striking unions truly address this 

acute situation threatening a widespread buildup of 

people's anger? Could CTUs-led ground 

preparations and politics match with this level of 

desperation present among the masses?   

Up till now, more than six dozen of such deaths (in 

the Shramik Special Trains) have been reported by 

Railway Police Force. However, this figure is higher 

as reported by those who have survived these 

hazardous 'Shramik Special' journey. This has put on 

display nothing but open class hatred being let loose 

by an openly pro-corporate and pro-big capitalist 

government at the centre. Migrants are being 

punished for not heeding to Government order to 

stay back. They are being incarcerated for insisting 

to return home at all costs. Before this, we know, 

more than 667 workers have died in train and road 

accidents. Many of these died of depressions and 

mental agony, while they took to face hazards of 

walking hundreds of kilometers on foot. Many 

succumbed to police beating. 15 such deaths have 

been confirmed. At home, their economic conditions 

will be even worse. Soaring unemployment, hunger 

and poverty will kill them all if Government is not 

forced to act fast to give them direct economic relief 

and provide them with employment and other 

sources of earning their livelihood. And 

Governments can be made to act only by masses 

coming into actions on a wide scale as is being 

evident up till now.   

Are the striking Central Unions getting ready and 

prepared to give a proper call to such starving people 

for an organized mass action program? If not, will 

this kind of perpetual but aimless one-day workers' 

strike, bereft of any proper revolutionary direction, 

be able to impact Government's decisions and 

directions in anyway? These Trade Unions must 

come out of their assessment as to what impact the 

strike has brought to act on the Government. If not 

much impact is seen, they must come out with an 

announcement of the next stage of struggle. Will they 

do this?  

The history and experience of such strikes tell us that 

there is going to be no tangible impact of this strike 

on Government decision making. The best possible 

impact could be that their leaders may be called or 

invited for a meeting with some minister to satisfy 

them. Can we, then, say that it has been proved 

completely fruitless? Irrespective of yes or no, the 

time is running out and we are still clueless in finding 

a real and workable strategy to come out of this mess. 

Unity of working-class organizations is correctly 

seen as the departure point. But even this is proving 

beyond our reach and possibility. Those having zeal 

and revolutionary fervor or politics are too small to 

embrace sizeable mass to immediately intervene, 

while those who are big and command sizeable mass 

base have no interventionist zeal, let alone 
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revolutionary politics. They are still locked up in 

tokenism and are just not likely to shed off their 

rusted make up of mind.  

SIGNIFICANCE OF ONE-DAY STRIKE 

Any all India strike call, even if it is called for one 

day, is a big call, indeed. But without correct 

perspective, direction, and objective in mind, it is 

worthy of nothing. One-day all India strike may be 

considered just like a flag march of an army. In our 

case, it must be considered as a flag march of (the 

army of) the proletariat. Just like any army's flag 

march, it must instill a sense of fear in the hearts of 

those opposed to the interests of the proletariat and 

those who are planning onslaught. To this end, one-

day strike must be and is taken seriously as one of 

the important tools to get their demands fulfilled or 

get the adversary to retreat back and shun attack, 

even before going for the full-fledged strike and 

showdown of strength. That's why all accept to act 

united whenever such a call is given. But it is also 

true that such one-day strikes don't have a clear 

direction or a set of well-defined objectives backed 

up by a series of follow up struggles in the event of 

the governments turning a deaf ear.   

In short, one-day strike must be staged to directly 

warn the capitalists and the capitalist governments to 

retreat back and shun their attacks, and also threaten 

to launch a full-fledged war of strike if they don't 

heed to workers' demands. Naturally, what must 

follow after such strikes is an evaluation of impacts 

of such strikes as well as a careful assessment of its 

impacts on the morale of the workers and the public 

in general, and on the basis of the outcome of this 

exercise we must take up preparation for the next 

stage of the battle. This is how the purpose of one-

day all India strike must be understood.  

What is the history of such strikes? Have the CTUs 

been doing this exercise? Will the CTUs do this at 

least now, after 22nd May strike? These are the 

questions that are awaiting our urgent attention. 

Now, in the back drop of Covid-19 induced serious 

crisis threatening the very existence of the working 

class as such, the class-conscious workers, upon 

whose shoulders lies the responsibility of making 

such strikes successful must ponder over it seriously 

and force the movement to formulate and take up a 

correct and revolutionary direction.  

What we have witnessed in the name of one-day or 

two-day strike for the last three decades? It is just the 

opposite. In short, while the capitalists have been 

launching wars upon wars on the working class to 

take back all victories won over more than a hundred 

years, workers under their leadership have limited 

themselves to just flag marches. Of late, even these 

have been becoming half-hearted and half-propelled. 

The Central Trade Unions (CTUs) are recognized by 

the government and are busy in just anyhow stage 

managing their show of strength. They have lost their 

will to confront the regime beyond a point. Given 

their politics, it doesn't surprise, either. They 

themselves accept that their politics is to work 

towards better management of Capitalist order rather 

than being a vehicle of overthrowing it. They don't 

pursue a politics of restructuring the society so that 

peoples' woes are permanently solved. They pursue 

a politics of just taxing and ceiling the capitalist 

enormous wealth. Their politics is to just fight for 

sending workers representatives to parliament so that 

some pro-worker policies are formulated and some 

anti-capital legislations be passed. Their politics is 

just that. It is therefore natural that the 'flag march' 

they normally stage and have been staging for years 

in the past is not the 'flag march' that it should have 

been.  

In the times of serious crises such as this, such 

politics has no appeal. It has no base, either. Such 

trade union politics and practice had had a limit even 

in the past. Now the limit of that limit has also come. 

The old opportunist trade union politics has outlived 

and become completely outmoded with the advent of 

fascism which can't be fought back on those past 

beaten paths of least resistance to capital. Anti-

capital politics and practice of trade unions have got 

to be re-evolved now. It has taken the form of an 

outcry as is evident on the ground among the true 

fighters of the working class. Time is asking the 

working class to re-evolve into something that can 

lead the working class right through the storms, 

taking a plunge and steering out of it victoriously. 

Their own fighting ranks demand a far bigger 

offensive, but they keep avoiding by pretending one 

thing or the other, doing somersaults in one way and 

then in the other. That's why CTUs have gradually 

become a shadow of their own former selves and 

other platforms are growing as alternatives. Will 

these alternative platforms be able to re-evolve and 

re-emerge the working-class movement with a clear-

cut direction is a question whose answer is yet to 

come.  

It can therefore be easily understood why such calls 

actually instill no fear in the hearts of the capitalists 

and the Government who continue their attacks 

ignoring these calls, as if they understand that these 

are false roars. It has turned into pure tokenism now 
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and become a routine like affair. Whenever there is 

an attack, they write letters, and, at most, call one or 

two-day strike. It is just that. They will continue the 

same thing next time when there is another attack. 

This show goes on and on without evaluating the 

impacts of such strikes. It is just like any business as 

usual.  

One may however resent to this, saying such an 

analysis hurts their morale. Then, what is being done 

in the name of these one-day token strikes for all 

these past years (which is most likely to continue in 

future, too) remains and will remain forever an un-

resolvable question. The fact is that the meekly way 

they take these half-hearted calls to the ground and 

in the manner they completely limit themselves to 

repeating this, it is much the same as a goat's 

bleating. We can see, for this reason, that the 

governments, whether UPA or Modi government has 

been taking them for granted. The result is as could 

be expected. The workers have been forced to give 

away their rights silently, forced to face all the 

brutalities meekly and die of hunger without fighting. 

It is no surprise that the workers are slowly 

becoming powerless slaves of capitals. All the castles 

and fortresses of the working class now stand 

captured and razed to dust. This, however, is 

changing now, thanks to these bitter offensives.        

MOVE ON TO COUNTER OFFENSIVE   

In spite of the weakness discussed about the 

mainstream working class trade union movement, 

the huge success of the 22nd May strike even in the 

conditions of lock down facing arrests under several 

laws including Epidemic laws, amply indicates that 

the working class is ready to take up a far more 

serious and bigger call if TUs or other platforms have 

courage and strength to come up with one and lead 

the workers while exhorting them from the front. The 

ground is already swelling. In this condition, even a 

meekly called strike carries great potentialities to 

become a real counter offensive, if serious 

interventions by real fighters are made from below. 

It is well said that 'the strikes which arise out of the 

very nature of capitalist society, signify the 

beginning of the working-class struggle against that 

system of society.'  

What does it mean? It means that workers even 

through their small organizations can move to mount 

counter offensive by rising to the crest of the mass 

unrest and depending upon the tradition of supreme 

sacrifice. Small workers organizations and trade 

unions that are working day and night among them 

are then bound to emerge as the vehicle of this 

counter offensive. There are other reasons, too. The 

rise of fascist forces to state power in India is forcing 

a re-alignment of truly fighting forces, while those 

rotten are bound to be sided with every real progress 

of the movement on the ground. This may erupt into 

a fierce struggle. With the manifold increase in the 

intensity of economic crisis and worsening of 

economic situations of working populace along with 

other intermediary classes and strata is producing 

cracks everywhere and sparks are appearing. Along 

with these sparks, rots are also forced to come out in 

the open and appear on the surface of the movement. 

A lot of spontaneity can also be palpably felt 

everywhere. This is increasing the chances of mass 

movement and at times upsurge of mass actions from 

below that will further force the re-alignment of 

fighting forces both on the top as well as on the 

ground. The ground reports coming from all over the 

country as also seen in the activities of alternative 

working class platforms such as MASA, it is sure 

that working class, which is already being 

extensively educated by the crisis and state 

repression, will be forced to rise to the occasion and 

take to revolutionary path. One thing is however 

given. Small but real working-class groups must be 

ready to unite or at least come to some kind of 

program-based coordination and become formidable 

fighters of the working class without making more 

delay. Without this, above hopes can't be realized, at 

least not in adequate amounts, however pious our 

intentions may be.          

TODAY'S LESSONS IN THE LIGHT OF LENIN'S 

TEACHINGS ON STRIKES  

Under Capitalism, land, factories, implements, all 

belong to a small number of landed proprietors and 

capitalists. Under capitalism, the majority of the 

people of a country possess no property, or very little 

property. Therefore, they have to hire themselves out 

as workers to landowners and factory owners. They 

are 'free' and may choose not to hire out themselves, 

but in that condition, they will die of lack of food i.e. 

hunger. When hired out, they produce for their 

masters commodities (wares of this or that kind) 

which they sell on the market and fetch profit whose 

one part is re-invested in production again. It is not 

that the workers are not paid. Workers are paid, but 

only such a wage that provides a bare minimum 

subsistence for them and their families. Whatever the 

worker produces over and above this (his wages) 

goes to the owner as his profit in every cycle. In 

short, as Lenin says, under capitalism, 'the people in 

their mass are the hired workers of others, they do 
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not work for themselves but work for employers for 

wages.'  

Factory owners and employers always try to reduce 

wages and prolong working hours. This is class 

eternity of the bourgeoisie and true for all of them. 

Increase in working hours gives them greater profit, 

that's why they do it as profit is the quintessence of 

capitalism, without which it is worth nothing i.e. it 

even cannot exist. On the other hand, the workers try 

to get more wages in order to provide their families 

with sufficient food and other facilities just like 

others. For example, they also want to live in good 

homes. They also like to dress well as others. This 

leads to a constant struggle going on between 

employers and workers over wages and other 

benefits. Whereas the employer seeks the cheapest, 

the worker seeks the dearest, as Lenis says. 

Irrespective of which type of employers workers are 

hired to, they always bargain with them, fights with 

them over the wages either individually or united. It 

turns out to them that individually they are 

powerless. With this, they start uniting with their 

workmates. From here, they start getting unionized.  

As the number of working people increases with the 

ruin of peasants who flee from the countryside to the 

town or the factories in search of a living. On the 

other hand, the factory owners or the landowners 

introduce machines. The development of capital and 

technology or machinery robs the workers of their 

jobs. Coupled with this ever-increasing number of 

unemployed, the number of people who usually 

hungry or half fed also goes on increasing. This 

drives wages down, lower and lower. Employers 

resort to wage cut. At a point of time, it becomes 

impossible for the workers to survive without 

fighting against this. On the other hand, in such a 

situation, if the unionized workers demand good 

wages or try to oppose a wage cut, the employer will 

pit un-unionized unemployed workers and youths 

against them. The owners indirectly tell the workers 

to get out on the strength of this huge number of 

unemployed mass of people. They (owners and 

governments) see there are plenty of unemployed 

and hungry people roaming in the cities and around 

their factory gates who would easily work for even 

lower wages. This is where a political struggle of the 

working class that calls upon the whole mass of the 

poor working people and youth, urban as well as 

rural, to get organized under one banner and revolt 

against capitalism becomes necessary. This is where 

a trade union movement for immediate demands for 

survival may turn into a mass political movement of 

all the downtrodden classes and strata against 

capitalism. It is here that a trade union movement 

merges with the anti-capitalist revolutionary 

movement, as it is here that the immediate demands 

are merged with the long term demands of the 

termination of capitalist system, the termination of 

capitalist mode of production itself.  

This situation comes when a very serious crisis-laden 

situation hits the society and lead to all round 

destruction of the productive forces, particularly the 

working population. The present global economic 

crisis that has been further accentuated by Covid-19 

is one such situation. At present, capitalism is out in 

its destruction mode and has precipitated a grave 

crisis threatening the whole working-class populace 

of its existence.       

When the factory owners amass huge fortunes, the 

small and petty bourgeois proprietors are also 

squeezed out. In such a situation, the workers 

become even more powerless in the face of the 

capitalist concentration and centralization and badly 

need political consciousness, in absence of which 

they cannot properly and successfully confront the 

capitalists. At such junctures, they need to know that 

the capitalists will force the majority of all sections 

of the society to swell their (proletariat's) rank, and 

unless capitalists are overthrown and capitalist mode 

of production overturned to become socialized or 

socialist, their miseries can never be mitigated. The 

same consciousness is needed by those who are 

being constantly expropriated by capitalist 

competitions entrenched in the whole society, where 

big shark fishes swallow up smaller ones. In absence 

of a revolutionary consciousness, it becomes 

possible for the capitalist to divide and crush the 

workers and to drive them to death altogether. 

Workers movement here needs to be political, 

independent of economic struggles or otherwise i.e. 

intertwined with them, for only such a movement 

will impact and unite all those are being expropriated 

and are on the verge of being expropriated or further 

marginalized. Mere economic demands will give 

opportunity to the capitalist government to pit one 

section against the other, bringing them into the 

vortex of capitalist competition. And then each will 

be driven to be alone and also pitted against each 

other. Fascists are most adept in this art, we know. 

Hence, those already unionized and employed are 

forced to give away their hard-earned labor rights, 

too. Naturally, if workers don't have the protection of 

any labor rights or laws, they cannot offer much 

resistance to the capitalists' oppression on the basis 

of legality. This forces them to be ready to either 

revolt or be doomed.  
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It is not without any reason that today we can see an 

inordinately long working day, sometimes as long as 

16-18 hours. We are witnessing children of 6 to 10 

years, too, at work, overstraining themselves. We are 

face to face with a generation of hungry workers who 

are gradually dying from starvation and lack of 

proper nutrition and other basic necessities. The 

situation today, in the backdrop of Covid-19 

pandemic, is even worse than under slavery or 

serfdom.  There was never seen such an oppression 

of the workers as terrible as that under today's rotten 

capitalism when the workers are being treated as 

mere animals or insects. Whatever laws are 

remaining are being snatched at will. Today, there is 

seldom any law-abiding institution that can restrict 

the arbitrary actions of the employers and the 

government. For some of us, this is a very confusing 

situation. It may trigger uttermost level of depression 

in them as they see no hope of anything better out of 

this. This makes way for complete surrender. 

However, this is also where and when strikes are 

pregnant with revolutionary mass actions that may 

be turned against not just policies but also against 

the capitalist system, if the real fighters are ready to 

take charge on the basis of careful assessment and 

concrete analysis of the concrete situations.  

Today, in order to stave off their reduction to such 

extremities, the workers have to launch stubborn and 

well guided struggles that combine immediate 

demands with the long term political demands 

aiming at the liberation of the working class as well 

as all other oppressed classes. Political workers’ 

strikes must be taken up now, well combined and 

tuned with economic ones. We must go for achieving 

victories on immediate demands as well as spreading 

the growing necessity of politics of overthrowing 

capitalist production system itself. Both have to be 

united as Lenin himself writes, 'In all countries the 

wrath of the workers first took the form of isolated 

revolts… In all countries these isolated revolts gave 

rise to more or less peaceful strikes, on the one hand, 

and to the all-sided struggle of the working class for 

its emancipation, on the other.' 

We therefore must have the fullest view of a strike. 

Lenin says, 'there is no wealth that can be of benefit 

to the capitalists if they cannot find workers willing 

to apply their labor-power to the instruments and 

materials belonging to the capitalists and produce 

new wealth." So if the workers refuse to submit to 

them and their dictates, they first of all cease to be 

powerless and secondly can make the capitalist 

submit to them and even kneel down before them. 

Such strikes always instill fear into the capitalists' 

hearts because they begin to undermine their 

supremacy. On the other hand, working class 

brethren feel emboldened. By resorting to such 

strikes on the line of class struggle, working class can 

put all their wheels of profit to stand still. This sends 

chilling threat to the capitalists. Today's time is such 

that we need such strikes.  

The whole of the machine of the capitalist economy 

is set in motion by the worker and none else, who, 

from tilling land to building houses and machines as 

well as railways does everything to run the whole 

society. When workers refuse to work with having 

consciousness of class struggle, the entire machine 

will stop. So, as Lenin says, 'every strike reminds the 

capitalists that it is the workers and not they who are 

the real masters.'' It means the workers must more 

and more loudly proclaim their rights and also fight 

for these rights. Every strike reminds the workers of 

their position, too. It is only through such powerful 

strikes that the workers feel they must not be 

hopeless. They see that they are not alone. They also 

see the tremendous effect strikes produce on other 

poor sections of the whole society. In political 

strikes, workers become not only a collective force 

for themselves, but a collective leading force of the 

whole society whose majority are reeling under 

capitalist exploitation. A worker thinks not only 

about himself but also for the whole society 

comprising his workmates, his other brethren 

working somewhere else and also for those who are 

poor and being expropriated or about to be 

expropriated.  

Engels said, 'people who endure so much to bend one 

single bourgeois will be able to break the power of 

the whole bourgeoisie'. Here strikes become a 

'school of war' as Lenin mentions. Lenin writes, 

''every strike brings thoughts of socialism very 

forcibly to the worker’s mind, thoughts of the 

struggle of the entire working class for emancipation 

from the oppression of capital.''  

So, real strikes are a necessary tool of emancipation 

of the working class. Strikes must be waged with 

proletarian resoluteness. Only then they become real 

strikes and serve as the above-mentioned tool of 

emancipation. Only such strikes show the workers 

that they can overthrow the capitalists from the 

driving seat of the society. Only such strikes teach 

the workers to think of 'the struggle of the whole 

working class against the whole class of factory 

owners' and also against the arbitrarily functioning 

government. That's why such strikes are also called 

'a school of war' against the capitalists and their 

government. Lenin writes – 'It is a school where 



THE TRUTH / Issue 2 / June 2020                                                                     17 

workers learn to make war on their enemies for the 

liberation of the whole people, of all who labor, from 

the yoke of government officials and from the yoke of 

capital.' 

Lenin, however, says, 'a school of war is, however, 

not war itself.' It is wrong to think that union strikes 

alone can achieve a considerable improvement in 

their conditions or bring their emancipation. As 

Lenin has said 'Strikes are one of the ways in which 

the working class struggles for its emancipation, but 

they are not the only way; and if the workers do not 

turn their attention to other means of conducting the 

struggle, they will slow down the growth and the 

successes of the working class.'  

Such wrong ideas are prevalent even now among a 

few sections of the movement as a whole, at least in 

practice. But worst among these is this that workers 

or unions can achieve everything and force the 

governments to retreat back just by perpetuating 

one-day strikes on regular basis. It is ridiculous. This 

is tokenism and must go now, at least in such a severe 

crisis.   

In the last, we will have to understand that when the 

class-conscious workers become communists and 

learn revolutionary theories and actual dynamics of 

movement during a severe crisis, and strive for 

emancipation and thus try to unite their other class 

conscious comrades throughout the country in order 

to spread the idea of socialism among the workers, 

this leads them to the idea of necessity of building a 

true Party of the proletariat that struggles for the 

emancipation of the people as a whole from 

government oppression as well as for the 

emancipation of all working people from the yoke of 

capital. Only by rigorously completing these tasks, 

such a party can be built up that will teach the 

workers all the means and methods of struggle 

against their enemies. Only then will the working 

class be able to become an integral part of that great 

revolutionary movement that can and will overthrow 

capitalism once and forever, by uniting all - workers, 

toilers, laboring peasants, youth, women and all 

other oppressed people and sections under one 

banner and at the same time by training them in the 

great tradition of revolutionary ideology and politics. 

Only by being a part of and uniting in such a party 

will the workers be able to raise their banner of revolt 

against capitalism. Let us hope, their own direct 

bitter experience of the on-going crisis is teaching 

them no less effectively. Down with capitalism!  

DEATHS DUE TO 

LOCKDOWN 
(AS OF 29TH MAY 2020) 

Starvation and financial 
distress 

132 

Deaths in Shramik Trains 81* 

Accidents due to walking or 
during migration 

209 

Exhaustion (walking, standing 
in lines) 

46 

Lack of medical care or 
attention 

59 

Suicides due to fear of 
infection, loneliness, lack of 
freedom of movement, 
inability to go home 

126 

Police brutality or state 
violence 

12 

Alcohol withdrawal-related 
deaths and suicides 

50 

Death by crimes associated 
with lockdown (not 
communal) 

17 

Unclassified (unclear, unable 
to categorize, need more 
details) 

66 

TOTAL 798 

Source: Thejesh GN, *RPF data 

  

https://thejeshgn.com/projects/covid19-india/non-virus-deaths
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/railway-protection-force-reports-80-deaths-on-shramik-trains/story-psJl3EenY4B0uUYMRvkChL.html
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22ND

 MAY ALL INDIA WORKERS’ PROTEST: 

A SHORT REPORT FROM THE GROUND 

Ten central trade unions, mostly dominated by left, gave a call to stage a one-day protest across the country 

against the proposed dilution of labour laws in many states like UP, Gujarat, and MP, and for demands 

related to relief of covid-19 affected migrant workers and poor people. Workers and leaders of different 

Unions, irrespective of their affiliation, in different regions of the country were detained and arrested. It 

would not be out of place to mention about ‘Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan’ (MASA) whose 

affiliates did much hard work on the ground, of course, with their own version of the same and some other 

demands, to make the call a success in unorganized as well as organized sectors in more than a dozen states. 

FIRs have been framed against many of them as the assembly of more than four persons was not permitted 

anywhere in the country. However, they were all released at the end of the day. It has been seen that except 

in Kolkata where Cyclone Amphan caused heavy damage, workers from all over the country including 

'workers of the railways, Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), electricity sector, railways, power and 

electricity,  HAL, Port, MGNREGA, sanitation workers, scheme workers, beedi plantations and municipal 

bodies' observed the strike. In Patna in Bihar and in Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh, as also in many other parts 

of the country, the protestors clashed with police while marching in processions.  

According to CITU, “The petition included the demands such as immediate relief to stranded workers for 

safe reaching to their homes, food to be made available to all, universal coverage of ration distribution 

without conditions, ensure wages to all of the entire lock down period, cash transfer of Rs.7500/- to all non-

income tax paying households  including unorganized labour force (registered or unregistered or self 

employed) for at least three months i.e. April, May and June, withdraw DA freeze to central government 

employees & CPSEs and DR freeze to pensioners, stop surrendering of live sanctioned posts, put 

a  complete halt to any changes/dilutions in the labour laws, strengthen of the Inter State Migrant Workmen 

(Regulation of Employment and Conditions of Services) Act 1979 to ensure compulsory registration of 

migrant workers ensuring with adequate protective provisions on wages, social security, accommodation 

and welfare needs with a strong and accountable enforcement mechanism. They demanded halt to 

the  policy of wholesale privatization PSUs and government departments through multi-pronged routes like 

corporatization, outsourcing, PPP, liberalized FDI etc, which were reiterated  and  announced during the 

package announcements by the FM from 13th May to  17th May 2020 in particular and also in the addresses 

of the Prime Minister during lock down period.” 

CITU's report of the regions, from where the news of strike came,  says – “The employees and workers 

from independent federations and associations such as banks, insurance, defense, telecom, central and state 

government employees etc. organized solidarity actions  by wearing black badges in some cases and lunch 

hour meetings in other establishments and some participating in the action programmes directly. The unions 

of oil sector in Assam and Arunachal Pradesh were also in protest action. The coal unions in, Bengal, 

Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra were in protest action. 

Hunger strike was resorted to in several states at some selected spots such as in Delhi, Karnataka, Assam, 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Orissa Andhra Pradesh. Militant programs were held 

in Telangana, Jharkhand, and Gujarat. Two hours strike was held in some industrial units in Maharashtra. 

In Tamil Nadu, the programme was organized in 10000 places with more than 2 lakh people, similarly the 

programmes in Kerala were organized in 5000 places with participation of more than one lakh persons. In 

Maharashtra, the programmes could be organized in about 36 districts. In Haryana and Punjab, the 

programmes were held in all districts and memorandum submitted to DC offices in several of them. In 

Odisha also the programmes were organized in all the districts as well as in the industrial areas of Rourkela, 

Sambalpur, Paradeep or in NCL areas. There were programmes held in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand 

in major towns and industrial areas. Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan witnessed joint action at several places 

In Manipur, Arunanchal Pradesh, Tripura also, protest actions were organized. The workforce in Oil sector 

in Duliajan in Assam organized a programme of protests. There were reports that though the scheme 

workers – Anganwadi, ASHA were on their duties of door to door visits for screening and making data etc. 

related with COVID19, despite that they could participate in programmes in several parts of the country.” 

CITU's report also mentions as usual that “the central trade unions will meet soon to decide on future course 

of intensified actions.”  
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Heart wrenching tales, each more gory than the 

previous one, of the atrocities, the migrant workers 

were subjected to, don’t cease coming. The trail of 

their death and devastation is unbearable to fathom 

to any sane and sensitive mind, to any living 

individual. Newer and newer scripts of their colossal 

sufferings are appearing as historical documents 

every moment, day and night.  One gasps for breath 

to express one’s feelings after watching the scenes 

on the roads throughout the country. This is never 

witnessed before since partition of India in 1947. 

“desh mazaduron ke tyag aur tapasya ko hamesha 

yaad rakhega...” (Nation will always remember 

worker’s sacrifice and selflessness), the statement 

made by the PM in his national broadcast on TV on 

12th of May is the most insensitive and irresponsible 

as if rubbing salt on wounds. Migrant workers are not 

doing any tyag aur tapasya, they have no luxury to 

do that. They are pushed to the brink and are left with 

no option but grapple in a desperate life and death 

question by the government of their ‘own’. Historical 

injustice meted out to the migrant workers by the 

state, reveals following facts: 

 

1. MIGRANT WORKERS ARE TREATED AS SLAVES: 

Taking advantage of the post facto wisdom, we can 

now find out what, actually, happened with migrant 

workers. Let us examine objectively, this saga of 

monumental callousness and apathy of the 

government and the unspeakable brutalities and 

insensitivities to which crores of poor, marginalized 

and hardworking migrant workers were subjected to, 

not for days or weeks but for months together. Post 

23rd March lock down developments suggest that it 

was not that crores of migrant labor got stranded 

innocently. It cannot be true that the government was 

unaware of their number. Statistical and labor 

departments have each and every data available with 

them. Intention of the government since beginning 

was to keep them confined to their jhuggis by force 

so that they remain available as and when required 

after the pandemic ends. Workers would also have 

agreed not to leave provided they were paid their 

salary as usual, were provided with the rent of their 

accommodation, necessary food items like wheat, 

rice, pulses, oil etc. (not the stale cooked khichri in 

polythene pouches) were delivered to their place of 

living and also some hard cash was put into their 

accounts to take care of their daily essential needs. 

Absolutely no need was felt for this life saving 

mechanism hence no arrangements were made. This 

led the destitute workers to desperation as fear of 

dying of hunger got real and imminent. Even then, 

callous attitude and criminal colossal insensitivity to 

human life continued, and no arrangements were 

made for their journey back home and option of 

forcing them to their houses with brutal force was 

exercised throwing all norms of civility out of the 

window. Desperate migrant workers braved the 

worst onslaught on their lives and decided to embark 

on the historical Long March on foot as a last resort 

thereby defying and challenging the state power. 

Even after that there was no letup in state 

insensitivity and it was not that the wisdom dawned 

on the government, it was, actually, result of the 

public outcry on the social media that drove the state 

to accede to allow literally crying workers to go 

home and decided to run ‘some’ trains to ferry them. 

This ‘gesture’ of the government, however, further 

exposed its real character as revealed by the 

infamous train story. Google enlightens that Indian 

Railways has the capacity to run total 16000 

passenger trains in a day. Respecting physical (not 

social) distancing, a train can accommodate 1200 

passengers in place of normal capacity of 2080 

passengers. All the trains are lying parked in yards at 

present. Trains run on diesel and electricity. Diesel is 

available at the cheapest ever rates after tax 

deduction and electricity is also lying unused these 

days as all industries are closed.  As it is, these trains 

are lying idle and not earning anything. Salary and 

other expenses are being paid as usually so no extra 

amount would have been spent on running this entire 

fleet. Nation, therefore, has the capacity to ferry 4.5 

crore passengers to the length and breadth of the 

country within 48 hours. This option could have been 

exercised by the government in case it has even 

minimum concern to its own toiling workers. There 

was no reason, whatsoever, not to consider this 

ECONOMY IS DRIVEN BY MIGRANT WORKERS, 

NOT BY CAPITAL 
S V Singh 
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option without wasting a single minute as the 

millions and millions of poor workers were either 

dying of hunger or were forced to move on the 

highways endlessly like living dead. Hundreds of 

lives could have been saved. Entire expenses for safe 

and secure journey all these migrant workers 

including their en route food and fare would have 

amounted less than the written off amount of just one 

loan account of a Corporate. Not only that, this 

gesture would have comforted the desperate workers 

and healed their wounds and would have left them 

keen and willing to return back after the end of this 

deadly pandemic. But true to its real character, the 

government choose to remain deaf and dumb in ‘let 

them go to hell’ mode. Even when the public outcry 

made it impossible for them to remain in inertia and 

the government was left with no option but to allow 

trains, the number of trains was kept at minimum like 

a token in face of the enormous number of 

passengers, with the same criminal intention that 

they should not succeed in leaving their place of 

work. Conditions attached to this project, fare and 

other formalities made most of the workers 

ineligible. Not only that, TV reports on NDTV 

showed the visuals that there was no drinking water, 

no light available in the Shramik Special trains, even 

the fans were not running what to talk of food. One 

unique situation was then witnessed which has never 

happened in past. Not only one odd train but more 

than 40 trains took bizarre routs to reach their 

destination for example train from Mumbai bound to 

Gorakhpur actually reaching Kharagpur!! Some 

reached even South India. The journey that could 

have taken 20 hours took as many as 90 hours and 

workers, as usually, remained without food, water, 

without even running fans during this scorching heat. 

Hundreds of workers succumbed to this level of 

criminal apathy of the government. Why shouldn’t 

the railway minister be charged for these deaths 

which are actually institutional murders. There is no 

explanation or accountability. The criminal 

insensitivity of the state with regards to reverse 

migration of workers is so comprehensive that even 

when some state governments made arrangements to 

provide buses up to the border of their states, these 

crying workers were stranded on the borders for days 

together as if they are trying to flee the country or 

they are venturing into an alien land. The National 

Disaster Management Act 2005 empowers Central 

Government to intervene in any of the state 

jurisdiction matter but no instructions or guidance 

were issued to the states to ensure safe passage to the 

migrant workers moving miles and miles, day and 

night empty stomach, empty pocket. 

A helpless person left to his fate to die by the state 

looks up to the Supreme Court to seek some trace of 

justice. Such hopes and cries of desperation of 

millions of workers stand smashed to dust as the 

Supreme Court could find time for this 

unprecedented human disaster only on 28th of May 

when public outcry was getting wild and 10 of the 

most renowned lawyers wrote stinging letter to the 

court. Solicitor General of India, Mr. Tushar Mehta’s 

statement in Supreme Court that there is no need to 

large scale arrangements for migrant worker’s travel 

as many of them are opting not to go back now as the 

industries are opening up. So, this was the real 

intention of the government that migrant workers can 

be kept confined to their place of working by force 

as they are not in a position to pose any threat to the 

government. These workers are destined to leave 

their villages again as they were uprooted 

previously by the capitalist mode of production in 

agriculture sector in vogue since 1947 but put on 

top gear by the neo liberal policies unleashed 

since 1991. Devoid of any means of production of 

their own, coupled with the brutal exploitation 

and humiliation every moment by the suffocating 

caste system in the rural life will again force them 

move to urban centers undoubtedly once again. 

First denying survival to the workers and then 

forcing them to stay back lead to the chilling 

conclusion that the migrant workers were treated like 

slaves/ bonded labor. They should remain available 

whenever the wheels of the industry start moving. 

They are extremely poor, already living on margins, 

unorganized hence pose no threat to the government. 

They can be kept confined to their huts forever by 

application of brutal force. They are too many in 

number, reserve army of the unemployed is too large 

to make any difference even if hundreds of them die 

in the process. This brazen act of the government 

holds the state culpable in a crime of ‘bonded labor’ 

and migrant workers are entitled to suitable 

compensation. Article 23 of the Constitution of India 

prohibits forced labor and considers it as an offence 
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punishable under the law. The Bonded Labor System 

(Abolition) Act, 1976 makes all forms of bonded 

labor illegal. Anyone who compels another person to 

render any bonded labor is punishable with 

imprisonment for a term which may extend to three 

years and also with fine which may extend to two 

thousand rupees. This act of the Indian State is also 

violation of the Employment and Decent Work for 

Peace and Resilience Recommendation, 2017 of the 

ILO. 

2. EVEN ROBBERS HELPED BUT THEIR ‘OWN’ 

GOVERNMENT DIDN’T: 

Munna from Lucknow, UP worked in a factory at 

Rohtak, Haryana. First lock down was announced at 

8 PM on 24.03.2020 and the factory was locked 

down. Munna, his wife and 2 children survived on 

whatever meagre amount they were paid by the 

owner. During the 2nd lock down, there commenced 

a month of Ramadan and Muslim neighbors helped 

them with food to survive. The family was now 

having only one meal in the evening. No money in 

hand, no help coming from anywhere, surviving on 

just one meal and waiting every day since morning 

for that to arrive daily, living on someone’s mercy 

became too much on them to bear. They, finally, 

decided to go home on their bicycle on 10th May. 

Somewhere on the Agra Lucknow Expressway they 

fell asleep only to be awakened by dacoits at 1 am. 

Munna, having tears in his eyes, promptly, handed 

over their only property left, an old mobile. The 

dacoits searched them and could not find a single 

penny. The little boy then started crying, he had not 

eaten anything the whole day. Their pain brought 

tears to the eyes of the robbers. They, then, put some 

500-rupee notes on the tiny hand of the boy and said, 

“Please have meal somewhere and reach home safe. 

We can’t withstand your ordeal, we know, how much 

the poor workers are suffering these days.” Munna 

counted afterwards and these were 5000 rupees. 

People refused stubbornly to be divided on religious 

lines and so many of them along the highways helped 

their unknown suffering countrymen in all possible 

ways, by offering them water, food, fruits even 

chappals but their ‘own’ government remained 

insensitive like a stone. 

3. NOT CAPITAL BUT WORKERS ARE THE DRIVERS 

OF ECONOMY: 

Migrant workers are subjected to unspeakable 

hardships, colossal brutalities during last 2 months. 

Heart wrenching scenes one defying the other in 

severity refuse to fade away from the psyche of any 

living human being whose sensibilities are not 

drained away by serving to this inhuman system 

known by the name of CAPITALISM. The sordid 

tales are too ghastly and too many to enumerate. One 

feels like repeating these sentences in every 

paragraph. The roads of the nation are drenched in 

the blood of workers. Total number of the perished 

will never be known but over 600 hundred of them 

have died ‘officially’ while on the road to reach 

home. One question is, however, settled once and for 

all that it is not the capital but the labor which is 

driving the economy, though workers have paid 

literally with their life for that. Capitalists and their 

management team, the government, knew this reality 

very well and that is the reason, these workers are not 

being allowed to leave. Entire heap of constant 

capital (land, building, plant machinery, raw 

material) will keep rotting if the workers do not lay 

their hands to it. ‘Working from home’ is also not an 

option here. Worker has to be physically present at 

the place of production to cause production. The real 

producer, therefore, is the worker. As the lust of the 

capitalist to maximize profit is never satiated, it has 

to be not only the worker but the migrant worker 

only. Migrant worker, driven to the thin edge of life 

and death and turned to pauper by systemic 

exploitation for long, is ready to work even half fed, 

half clad. The ‘necessary labor time’ in case of 

migrant workers is the least and hence the ‘surplus 

labor time’ is the highest as even the minimum wage 

is denied to them. There are no fixed hours of 

working in the case of migrant workers, they are, 

sometimes, required to work till they fall asleep at 
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their place of work itself because nothing matters to 

a capitalist but profit, more profit, maximum profit. 

Capital transforms the capitalist into a blood sucker 

dehumanized loath of blood and muscle. This is not 

new, it has been the history of capital and conditions 

of many of the migrant workers, particularly, those 

working as house maids and in tiny units resemble 

the working conditions in textiles units of England 

during 1860s: 

“William Wood, 9 years old, was 7 years and 10 

months when he began to work. He “ran moulds” 

(carried ready moulded articles into the drawing- 

room, afterwards bringing back the empty) from the 

beginning. He came to work everyday in the week at 

6 am and left off at 9 pm. “I work till 9 o’ clock at 

night 6 days in a week. I have done so 7 or 8 weeks.” 

Fifteen hours of labor for a child 7 year’s old. J. 

Murray, 12 years of age says, “I turn jigger and ran 

moulds. I came at 6, sometimes I come at 4. I worked 

till night last night, till 6 o” clock in the morning. I 

have not been in bed since the night before the last. 

There were 8 or 9 other boys working last night. All 

but one has come this morning. I get 3 shillings and 

six pence. I do not get anymore for working at night. 

I worked 2 nights last week.” Fernyhough, a boy of 

ten: “I have not always an hour (for dinner). I have 

only half an hour sometimes; on Thursday, Friday 

and Saturday.” 

Children’s Employment Commission (England), pp 

16,18,19. 

Karl Marx, Capital, vol I 

The longer are the working hours, more is the degree 

of exploitation, higher is the profit and happier are 

the capitalists and their management committee, the 

government. The equation is short and simple. What 

is Capital, otherwise? 

“Capital is dead labour, that, vampire-like, only 

lives by sucking living labour, and lives the more, the 

more labour it sucks. The time during which the 

labourer works is the time during which the 

capitalist consumes the labour-power he has 

purchased of him. 

If the labourer consumes, his disposable time for 

himself, he robs the capitalist.” 

Karl Marx, Capital, vol I, p. 225   

GUJARAT MODEL 

What will happen if migrant workers are not there? 

The answer is, nothing will happen, quite literally!! 

No construction work will take place at all, not a 

single brick will be laid. As the sweeper, labor, 

mason, painter, carpenter, plumber, electrician, all 

are migrant workers only. No ‘maid’ will be 

available to sweat day and night to serve the middle 

class as these multiply exploited poor ladies are 

wives/sisters/mothers of migrant workers only. No 

road work will be constructed, quite similarly. All 

these glittering restaurants will become the rest 

houses of stray dogs as all attendants/ waiters happen 

to be migrant workers only. All security guards 

happen to be migrant workers. In fact, all 

governments are now following ‘Gujarat Model’. It 

was under the chief minister ship of the present PM 

that the state of Gujarat took lead to give most of the 

government jobs to contract labor. This was 

eulogized as ‘Gujarat Model’ and propagated 

hysterically by the Corporates and orchestrated by 

the sold-out media as a panacea for all disease 

plaguing the economy. It was, in fact, this very 

‘dynamic’ trait of Mr. Modi that made him darling of 

the corporates and catapulted him to the national 

scene and eventually to the PM’s chair. The result is 

that all the drivers today that take the state and central 

government ministers from one place to another are 

migrant labor only as they are paid not more than 15-

20 thousand rupees per month. All the computer 

operators, similarly, working in all government 

offices migrant workers as they also get paid 

minimum wage only. The nation is racing on the path 

of Gujarat Model so fast that most of the lower rung 

defense jobs are also going to be given like this only. 

Besides these, there are hundreds type of small 

vendors, foot path hawkers, tea stall vendors, 

milkmen etc. who happen to be migrant workers 

only. 90% employees employed with MSME Sector 

are on contract basis, hence are migrant worker. The 

unorganized labor/ informal sector labor constitutes 

93% of the total labor force of the country. These real 

hard facts lead us, therefore, to the only conclusion 

that entire economy is running or resting on the broad 

shoulders of this most revolutionary class of migrant 

workers. They are historically empowered to make 

or break this economy. Nothing will move if they 

decide. If they get educated and organized, they can 

bring entire economy to screeching halt within no 

time, the moment they decide. This exactly is the 

reason why the government was, first, forcing them 

to their slums but when these brave soldiers 

challenged their illegal and forceful confinement and 

revolted braving unsurmountable hardships and 

putting their own life on line, government was left 

with no option but to allow running trains but again 

conspired against these hungry workers and allowed 

only a few trains with so many conditions attached 

so that only few could avail this facility and majority 

of them remain stranded till industries begin to 

function again. No problem, even if hundreds of 
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them die of hunger, exhaustion or in accidents in the 

process, there is more than adequate of reserve army 

of the unemployed in the country in any way. Who 

says the government is insensitive to all? It is very 

much sensitive but only to the interest of the 

corporates. 

 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE? 

1. First and foremost, a detailed dossier of all those 

workers who lost their lives by hunger, 

exhaustion or in accidents during the period since 

lock down was announced on 24th March 2020, 

should be prepared by a joint committee of the 

trade unions as these are not normal deaths. This 

issue has to be taken to its logical conclusion. 

Even the paltry compensation that is announced 

by some state governments will not be 

implemented, otherwise. Adequate compensation 

sufficient to cover all the expenses of the family 

members for their entire life, employment to at 

least one of the families of all those died on their 

way home should be ensured by the trade union 

movement.  

2. Migrant workers are completely ruined and 

devastated. They are battered so severely that a lot 

of work will be required to make them believe that 

they, too, are human beings like others and 

deserve to be treated respectfully. They need to be 

approached first to comfort them that they are not 

alone, entire working class is with them so that 

they get their confidence back. They have, then, 

to be educated and organized. Since they do not 

have any fixed place of working, their 

settlements, the slums, and the labor chawks 

where they stand everyday morning to sell their 

labor power have to become the real places of 

trade union activities. Labor chawks in the 

morning and at slums spread all over the nation in 

the evening have to become the centers of intense 

political activity. There is no other way to 

organize them. 

3. Migration of the work force on large scale is 

caused by the ruin of traditional feudal system 

which got uprooted by the same capitalism which 

swept away small business enterprise in the urban 

centers. As the same economic process continues 

these workers stand sans means of production 

whatsoever. After this tortious reverse process is 

over, these workers will have to take that 

emotional journey from their villages again to the 

places of industrial production. There is an urgent 

need for Migrant Worker’s Welfare Board to 

come into existence in real sense and not in files 

alone to take care of such eventualities that are 

bound to occur again and again so long as this 

exploitative system of capitalism exists and is not 

replaced by the worker’s own state power, 

Socialism.  Protracted movements will have to be 

unleashed to make that happen and in the 

meantime it is to be ensured that the migrant 

workers get their salary paid during the lockdown, 

to see that ration is supplied to them and they do 

not die of hunger. 

4. Gujarat High Court has asked the state 

government recently to bear one side journey of 

the migrant workers those judges though stand 

transferred since then. Gujarat government then 

submitted in the court that there are only 7223 

migrant workers registered. Hence only these 

workers are eligible for this fare relief. The same 

government, however, acknowledged at the same 

time that there are over 12,50,000 migrant 

workers in the state of Gujarat!! This is the real 

state of affair with regards to migrant workers. All 

the laws of land are designed in a way that even if 

some relief is announced, it should never reach 

them. This is abject failure of the trade unions that 

are run by the aristocrats like a corporate entity 

only catering to the corrupted white collar 

employees who have forgot to fight long back as 

they are enjoying fruits of sacrifices of the 

workers in labor movement. Real proletariat 

cannot be organized without proletariatization of 

the trade unions and trade union leaders. Major 

portion of the proletariat is not counted even by 

the leaders claiming to fight for them. 

SUITABLE MECHANISM HAS TO BE 

EVOLVED AND IT HAS TO BE ENSURED 

THAT ANY RELIEF MEANT FOR THE 

UNORGANIZED/ INFORMAL SECTOR 

WORKERS REMAINS FREE FROM ANY 

CONDITION OF REGISTRATION/ RATION 

CARD/ AADHAR CARD ETC. 



THE TRUTH / Issue 2 / June 2020                                                                     25 

5. The mass movements on the real issues of 

increasing the minimum wages, implementation 

of the same, free medical facilities, free education 

facilities, sanitization and cleanliness at all the 

slums and JJ colonies, old age homes there, 

pension to the retirees, protection and 

compensation during lock down, retrenchment 

etc. have to be unleashed. 

6. At cities as well as at villages, be it MGNREGA 

or otherwise, a minimum wage or unemployment 

allowances adequate to ensure humanly life to all, 

pension to all, residential accommodation to all is 

the responsibility of the concerned state. Provide 

the same to all, has to be the clarion call.   

7. There is over 7.7 crore ton of food grain available 

in warehouses and another 4-crore ton is added 

out of this rabi harvest. Food grains rot during 

every rainy season, everybody sees that. For any 

death occurring because of hunger, the 

government official concerned with distribution 

of ration to that area has to be held personally 

accountable. There has to be no condition of 

ration card attached to distribution of food 

material. Providing ration card unattached with 

any condition of linkage to Aadhaar card to all 

living people is the responsibility of the 

government.  

8. There has to be adequate budget allocation for 

health and education. Public health system needs 

to be strengthened/ revamped to take care of any 

such pandemic in future. Climate destruction is so 

ruthless that we cannot escape such pandemic in 

future also, so long as this bloody system of 

capitalism exists. There has to be a law by which 

government has to take over all private health 

facilities and flats lying empty in cities without 

compensation in case of any such health 

emergency as at present.   

9. Government cannot be allowed to alter any of the 

labor laws like increasing the working hours from 

8 to 12 or even an hour more. These rights are 

earned after long struggles and after a lot of 

sacrifices, shedding sweat and blood of fighting 

workers. Allowing this to happen will be a 

disrespect to the martyrdom of the great 

revolutionaries of May Day. 

10. Surveys conducted by various organizations at 

Patna reveal that whatever meagre relief is 

declared by the government to save face under 

pressure from the public also doesn’t reach to the 

beneficiary. Even the shameful amount of Rs.500 

pm which was to be deposited into every Jandhan 

account is also not credited as many of these 

accounts which were opened with zero balance 

are closed by the bank. Similarly, a financial help 

of Rs.1000 pm to workers is also not credited 

because of the same reason. A lot of people either 

do not have ration card or the cards are not at the 

place where they are residing and working. A 

mechanism of trade union activists has to be 

formed to ensure implementation of the declared 

relief as the government does not bother to see 

whether it is being implemented or not. 

11. Several crore migrant workers have revers 

migrated from their far-off places of work in the 

big cities to their villages. They have endured so 

much pains and experienced so intense brutality 

and insensitivity that they will not be prepared to 

go back soon. The biggest challenge is to force the 

governments of the respective state to provide 

them job there itself or pay them adequate 

unemployment allowance, sufficient quantity of 

ration with good quality worth eating for human 

beings at their actual place of living only. 

Whatever arrangements are required by the state 

government with the central government is that 

state government business. It is none of the 

concerns of the worker. 

MAZADOORON KI EK PUKAR… IZZAT, ROTI, 

ROZAGAAR 

(WORKERS’ ONLY DEMAND… RESPECT, 

FOOD, EMPLOYMENT)  

 

मज़दूरों की एक पुकार — इज्ज़त, रोटी, रोज़गार!  
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One among the States in India where the government 

has approached somewhat seriously the management 

of Covid-19 pandemic is Kerala. This attempt has 

given hitherto broadly good results also. While 

preparing this write up, the number of infected 

people in Kerala are increasing at a rapid pace. But 

that is due to the coming back of non-resident 

Keralites from affected areas which is after a 

conscious decision. Control of covid-19 pandemic in 

the state of Kerala has become a debate not only all 

over the country but also abroad. The state 

government got worldwide appreciation and 

acknowledgement for its effective handling of the 

pandemic. In this backdrop it will be worthwhile to 

examine the reasons behind that including the often 

narrated “Kerala model”. 

THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE STATE 

Kerala’s Health Care delivery system is distinctly 

different not only from rest of India but also from 

that of Europe. It is traditionally less costly and built 

up by giving more emphasis on preventive aspects. 

Kerala doesn't have equipment at par with developed 

West. Still ‘Kerala model’ is able to withstand the 

pandemic.  

Corona virus control in the State has the following 

key elements. 

1. A stronger Public Health Care System 

2. Aggressive contact tracing 

3. Implementing strict home quarantine rules 

4. A popular campaign of ‘break the chain’ 

5. Attempt to ensure Comparatively better supplies 

including food 

6. Comparatively better preparedness for a 

potential second wave 

Kerala State had a previous experience in fighting 

with Nipah virus in May 2018 when an outbreak 

happened in Kozhikode and Malappuram districts. 

The Nipah infection has an extremely high death 

rate. During that occasion, the government system 

created for combating that worked well. That 

outbreak was successfully managed. Coordination 

structures and mechanisms that were instituted by the 

state was rated with high ranking by WHO and other 

agencies. This was based on assessment of control of 

transmission. This is true in the case of other support 

structures of non-technical nature also. The 

experience gained from managing Nipah virus has 

helped the State Government very much in starting 

the coordination center much early as well as in 

coordinating different departments of the 

government reasonably well against Covid-19. The 

net result was that the mechanism of contact tracing 

has worked reasonably well. In many of the districts 

this was aggressive also. 

‘BREAK THE CHAIN’ CAMPAIGN AND ITS RELATIVE 

SUCCESS 

One of the campaigns that has become victorious in 

the State is the ‘break the chain campaign’. Different 

governments tried to propagate the same message 

more or less in every state. But for such a campaign 

to be victorious needs a relative degree of higher 

literacy and scientific temperament of the 

population. Kerala is the most literate state in India. 

More than that it has a long history of renaissance 

and left movement. The educational movement in 

Kerala is inseparable from that. The campaigns like 

the temple entry movement, the library movement, 

the film society movement, co-operative movement, 

etc. were also part of that.  

That is why the ‘Break the Chain’ campaign has 

become victorious in Kerala. The state has 

successfully slowed the spread of infection by 

promoting physical distancing, sanitary 

precautionary measures, and by providing better 

protection for health care staff, by learning lessons 

from its earlier implementation of Nipah prevention 

activities. 

The State where the influence of the renaissance was 

deep and the Left has been in power for many years 

since 1950s has invested comparatively better in 

public education and universal health care. Kerala 

has the highest literacy rate and benefits from the 

best-performing public health care system in the 

country. It tops India’s rankings on neonatal 

mortality, birth immunizations, life expectancy and 

many other health indicators. Along with the system 

of hospitals, the availability of specialists at primary-

care facilities is better compared with other states. 

Further it is to be added here with emphasis that 

without the higher literacy rate and system of 

universal education that is existing in this state, the 

achievements in the healthcare system were not 

possible. 

THE ‘KERALA MODEL’: COVID-19 MAY EXTEND ITS LIFE 
Prasad V 
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The strength of its health-care system allowed it to 

follow the WHO’s recommendations on aggressive 

testing, even as central agencies maintained that 

mass testing was not feasible in a country like India. 

Through the first week of April, Kerala had 

conducted more than 15,000 tests. By comparison, 

Andhra Pradesh, a much more populous state with a 

similar number of cases, had carried out nearly 8,000 

tests, while Tamil Nadu, with more than double the 

number of cases, had done more than 12,700 tests. 

But in the later part the number of tests done has 

become much lesser and even below many other 

States is another fact to be counterposed here. 

Another important factor to be mentioned here is the 

fact that a significant number of the doctors and other 

health staff working today in Kerala are hugely 

influenced by the left movement in the 70s and 80s 

of last century during which time the campuses were 

politically very vibrant. That resulted in better social 

consciousness and pro-people attitude from them. 

THE OTHER SIDE 

But attributing the entire credit of the success to the 

present government is with narrow political motive. 

Let us examine the other side of the story.  

The Kerala government was one of the State 

Governments in India which has declared in the 

beginning itself an economic package of Rs. 20000 

crore to alleviate the effects of Corona pandemic in 

March 3rd week itself. The government has claimed 

everywhere that this is due to the pro-people attitude 

of the left front government. But if one is looking 

into the facts connected with this, one can see the real 

picture. 

Out of the Rs 20,000 crore, Rs 14,000 crore is the 

arrears to contractors, Rs 1,300 crore arrears of social 

welfare pensions, Rs 2,000 crore for the employment 

guarantee scheme which is entirely funded by the 

central government, and another Rs 2,000 crore 

kudumbasree loan for 9% interest from Banks. So, 

the real package is below Rs 500 crore. One can see 

that in essence, this is a fraud just like the Modi 

government has done with the central package. This 

is the typical Kerala finance minister Thomas Isaac 

style. 

Looking at the migrant workers plight, Kerala has 

seen the protest of migrant workers in different 

districts. At the beginning of the lockdown the 

migrant workers protested in Kottayam and some 

other places demanding essentials. Government has 

heard to that. Community kitchens were opened in 

many places which were funded by the local 

governments mobilizing resources from various 

means including donations. But after some weeks the 

community kitchen for migrant workers were 

stopped in most of the places. The government has 

even asked the house owners to provide food to 

migrant workers where the contractors are not 

available. Large number of migrant workers are 

without any contractor. They are working 

individually in shops or even day-to-day work. They 

stay usually in rented accommodations in old houses 

where the rent is very cheap. The State government 

has made a directive that the house owner should 

provide the food and accommodation. But a large 

number of the house owners were also belonging to 

the lower middle-class sections. They were not in a 

position to provide food. They were also without any 

employment in lockdown. So, the mechanism has not 

worked. In the absence of food and other essentials, 

the migrant workers came to street in different places 

demanding that they should be sent back to their 

respective States. Demonstrations occurred in 

Trivandrum, Kozhikode, Kannur, etc. with this 

demand. 

The Government employees were asked to donate 

one-month salary to the chief minister relief fund. In 

last year also due to the flood, the same thing 

happened. As the amount was collected in 6 monthly 

installments, the payment has completed only in 

February. Just after 1 month the government has 

proposed for the further cut off of one-month salary 

in next 6 months. The radical left groups in Kerala 

protested in that.  

The protest was for two reasons. One is the 

neoliberal agenda behind the decision and the second 

is the trustworthiness of chief minister relief fund. 

During the beginning of the present left front 

ministry in Kerala, a particular economist has been 

appointed as advisor to the chief minister who later 

become the chief economist of international 

monetary fund, the IMF. She has become reputed 

among the monopoly houses for suggesting austerity 

measures in Greece and adjoining countries during 

the time of last economic crisis. Kerala chief minister 

welcomed her advice. This was the reason behind the 

continuous salary challenge imposed upon Kerala 

employees. But Kerala is a heavily unionized place. 

Some year back the government had to withdraw the 

salary challenge due to the employee’s protest. In 

order to combat with unions, the Kerala government 

has undertaken systematic propaganda work to 

divide the common people from the government 

employees. The government has created a narrative 

that, due to the high salary government employees 
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are getting, the poor people are in their condition. 

This was an anticipatory move to divide the common 

people from government employees by such 

propagandas. Further this attempt was to de unionize 

and de politicalize the people. 

After the floods happened in last year, a good sum 

has been collected from employees, the non-resident 

keralites and other sections of the population to the 

chief minister relief fund. But the amount has not 

been spent upon the flood victims. On the other hand, 

government utilized the money in order to manage 

their day to day expenses while the victims of flood 

got nothing. This approach put a question on the 

reliability of chief minister relief fund itself. 

Further, Kerala was energetic in doing the Covid-19 

tests in the beginning. The average number of tests 

done gone upwards then. But with some signs of 

control, the number of tests done is drastically 

reduced. The government intention was to save 

money as much as possible. The government has 

economic shortage is a fact. The central government 

is not giving the adequate fund to Kerala is also fact. 

The central government has not paid even the GST 

arrears. During last year floods, when some of the 

foreign countries came forward to help Kerala, the 

central government has blocked that. But at the same 

time, the Kerala government also failed to collect the 

sales tax arrears which is thousands of crores. On the 

other hand, they have moved to impose the 

employee’s salary challenge. When the Kerala 

government is charging the central government for 

inadequate payment of fund, a contrary fact also 

remains true. Kerala finance minister and CPM 

leader, Thomas Isaac, was actively supporting the 

GST before its implementation. Kerala was one 

among the first States which signed the GST 

agreement. 

HISTORY OF “KERALA MODEL” 

The Kerala Government and CPM is trying to 

picturize a superior ‘Kerala model’. They are 

actively trying to market the same throughout the 

world. The term ‘Kerala model’ was first used by 

Malcolm Adiseshiah in his book, ‘Kerala Economy 

since Independence (1979)’. In 1990s Robin Jeffrey 

through his book ‘Politics, Women and Well-being 

(1992)’, popularized ‘Kerala model’ as a model in 

social development by achieving India’s lowest 

infant mortality, longest life expectancy and highest 

female literacy. Later, many articles by Amartya Sen 

and others stated that Kerala State has attained high 

social development at a relatively low level of 

income by comparison to the rest of world. 

The existence of an available and accessible system 

of chain of hospitals and other centers throughout the 

state differentiate the ‘Kerala model’ from others in 

health care. This was not created overnight. This has 

nothing to do with the Corona pandemic either. 

The historical roots of ‘Kerala model’ of social 

development has been well narrated by many 

researchers. It has a very complex and tortuous 

history. The socio-political movements in Kerala has 

a history of more than one century. The maharajas 

came under the influence of European Renaissance 

as well as Christian missionaries have contributed to 

that in the 19th century and beginning of the 20th 

century.  

From the 19th century onwards there is active 

participation of Christian missionaries in Kerala’s 

educational and healthcare domains. Education to the 

marginalized sections like the Dalits and lower castes 

was favored by the Christian missionaries. Like that 

the female education was also favored. Creation of a 

large band of female nurses which is today rendering 

a world class service not only in Kerala but also 

throughout the world has its origins from the 

educational movement and subsequent health 

movement in which the Christian missionaries have 

also contributed immensely. 

Vaccination was made compulsory to public 

servants, prisoners, and students through the royal 

proclamation of 1879. Epidemiological surveys were 

conducted in 1928 to investigate the presence of 

parasitic infections. Sanitation and drinking water 

distribution were started during the same time or 

before. 

With the independence, Kerala has become the 

stronghold of left movement in India. Education and 

health care were promoted by the left governments. 

Even the right has to compromise with that owing to 

the political opinion mobilization in the state. Due to 

these factors, government spending in health and 

education was much higher compared with other 

states from independence onwards. 

THE MODEL AT PRESENT WITH ITS 

CONTRADICTIONS 

Along with above said advantages, Kerala suffers 

from the worst type of unemployment situation 

among the major states in India. Even before the high 

unemployment because of current economic crisis, a 

number of indicators showed that. The labor force 

participation rate (LFPR) which is the measure of 

those employed within the 18 to 60 age group was 

50.7% for Kerala when the national average was 
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53.8%. Like that the worker population ratio (WPR) 

which is the number of persons employed per 

thousand persons was 43.8% in Kerala while the 

national average was 47.5%. In both the cases the 

surrounding states of Kerala perform better. 

In general welfare state measures and in particular, 

the European social democracy mitigated the 

unemployment problem to an extent by huge 

government investment to create new jobs. But in 

Kerala the government investment to create jobs is 

almost negligible. Even the existing smaller 

industrial units are in the path of collapse.  

But at the same time, the village level disposable 

income is the highest in India. This is due to the large 

migrant population from Kerala with skilled labor to 

other parts of the world - from Middle East to Europe 

and America. Basically, this migration is for 

employment in professions like nursing, teaching, 

etc. The remittance from non-resident Keralites is the 

main source of the village level economy. 

Later many researchers criticized the ‘Kerala model’ 

which could not mitigate the unemployment problem 

to the youth, welfare services financed by undue 

borrowing, unfettered land use that led to too much 

quarrying, environmental catastrophes and 

disappearance of food crops from the state’s farm 

lands, as an unsustainable model. This was for a pro-

monopoly liberalization.  

If we specifically look in the healthcare delivery 

system also, the following trends can be seen in 

recent years. Historically ‘Kerala model’ of health 

care has been known and evaluated to be as a low-

cost model of healthcare with great success. But right 

now, the health expenditure from families as a share 

of the total income is increasing exponentially. The 

factors that contributed to this feature is the 

domination of the private sector hospitals in the post-

liberalization period coupled with lifestyle diseases 

of an aging population and the return of many earlier 

prevented illnesses due to the compromise in 

sanitation and in many other fronts due to excessive 

urbanization and lack of government commitment 

leading to going back from fund allocation. Due to 

this attitude many of the diseases like Malaria, 

Typhoid, Cholera, etc. that have been eradicated 

from Kerala are fast coming back. Along with that 

incidence of lifestyle diseases like hypertension, 

cardiac problems, diabetes, immunological 

problems, kidney problems, etc. are on the rise as life 

expectancy in Kerala is higher. 

Even though the public health centers and taluka 

level hospitals are remaining still intact, for the last 

two decades the governments are neglecting them 

with so much vacancies unfilled of all the 

professionals in order to help the private sector. 

Naturally, the utilization rate of these institutions 

remains comparatively low. The upper middle-class 

sections of the population and even the lower 

sections who have the capacity to pay in some way 

is absent in the main from the government 

institutions. One of the studies shows that among the 

patients in private hospitals, more than 25% of in-

patients were borrowed money or went into debt. 

While 3.4% of them have sold or mortgaged their 

landed property to some banks for getting 

appropriate treatment. This is happened due to the 

conscious deterioration of the quality of the 

government institutions. 

This shows that even though the Kerala health care 

delivery system is comparatively much better than 

many other states, it is in the process of neoliberal 

attack in last two decades. Recently the central 

government has planned for public-private 

partnerships in healthcare. The Niti Aayog has 

already came with the document which tells the way 

for takeover of District Hospitals by the private 

players. A model of public private partnership (PPP) 

is envisaged in which some percentage of the beds 

will be available to the ordinary people, but another 

section will go to sales. Kerala government has not 

declared its position regarding this issue.  

In school education in Kerala the PPP model has not 

worked well. The government was favoring the 

private schools to establish further. In order to create 

a favorable condition for the growth of private 

schools in profitability, they are consciously trying 

to deteriorate the government system of schools 

while posing to be saving the government schools. It 

is likely that, in healthcare also such a type of system 

may come. The government may not go for the 

central government route of takeover of the district 

hospitals by the private in the foreseeable future. But 

they were already favoring the major private hospital 

chains by consciously depriving the government 

hospitals including the district and taluka hospitals 

with the shortage of doctors and nurses as well as 

other staff along with inadequate provision of fund. 

CONCLUSION 

The ‘Kerala model’ is the product of a powerful and 

deep-rooted social movement. Sometimes that social 

movement has taken massive proportions. 

Sometimes that has influenced even the rulers very 

deeply. But at present the forces of that social 

movement are very week in Kerala society. The 
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renaissance movement that has influenced the kings 

as well as taken the shape of mass movements later 

in the early 20th century is no longer existing. This 

is due to the development of capitalism to monopoly 

capitalism and subsequent adoption of neo liberal 

policies in the backdrop of collapse of socialist 

system. 

The main left parties are degenerated by the 

usurpation of leadership by a pro-neoliberal pro-

capitalist cliques. Even though there are some radical 

left groups at present, they have gone below the 

required strength to influence the opinion 

mobilization in the society. In the absence of such 

social movements, the ‘Kerala model’ cannot sustain 

for long. Signs of disintegration of that were already 

visible. Since 1990 onwards there occurred huge 

investments in private hospital services. In order to 

serve the private hospitals, both the left and right 

governments have tried to discredit its own public 

health care delivery system. Even though there are so 

many large private hospitals in Kerala, the moment 

of calamity proved beyond doubt that none of them 

could do anything for people’s benefit. It is only the 

government system of hospitals and health staff that 

has taken up the challenge. Without such a system no 

government could function effectively in such 

calamities is the fact established. 

Thus, the pandemic of Covid-19 has given a huge 

blow to the neo-liberal policies all over the world in 

public sentiment. Even though neoliberal policies 

were initiated in Kerala even in health, the earlier 

structures remained intact due to the organized 

nature of the society. The governments wanted to 

dismantle that. But it was not possible for them to do 

so. Now it has come to the fore that the existence of 

the institutions of health care delivery system intact 

has saved the Kerala society in the Corona pandemic. 

Now all the parties want to claim the credit of that. 

So, all parliamentary parties are now trying to 

champion as the defenders of ‘Kerala model’. So, we 

can say without much doubt that, more than the 

‘Kerala model’ saved the Kerala population from 

Corona pandemic, the Covid-19 may save the 

‘Kerala model’ for some more years from neoliberal 

disintegration. If in case, Kerala society is able to 

develop powerful and massive social and mass 

movements within that period, the ‘Kerala model’ 

could be defended.  

 

 

  

TRACING THE EFFECT OF 

LOCKDOWN ON WORKERS: 
A STATISTICAL REPORT 

REDUCED WAGES OR NO WAGES AT ALL: 

1. More than 80% of casual workers 

(Male and female) in urban areas 

and almost 65% in rural areas lost 

employment. 

2. Of all workers (Casual, Regular 

salaried and Self-employed), more 

than two-thirds of urban workers 

and almost half of rural workers lost 

employment. 

3. In urban areas, 55% Daily wage 

workers receiving reduced salary or 

no salary at all. 

LESS FOOD THAN BEFORE: 

1. More than two-third households 

consuming less food than before. 

2. 64% urban and 35% rural 

household with not enough money 

to buy even a week’s worth of 

essentials. 

3. Households who cannot pay next 

month’s rent and are on the verge 

of being rendered homeless is as 

high as 89% in urban and 65% in 

the rural areas. 

4. Almost 30% of households may 

withdraw their children from school. 

‘RELIEF’ FOR THE EARS ONLY: 

1. Almost 28% urban households didn’t 

get any ration. 

2. A staggering 70% and 51% of 

women in urban and rural 

households respectively don’t have 

a Jan Dhan Account. 

3. Almost 64% of urban and 42% of 

rural households received no cash 

transfers at all. 

 

[based on findings by Azim Premji University and TRIF] 

https://cse.azimpremjiuniversity.edu.in/covid19-analysis-of-impact-and-relief-measures/
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/half-of-rural-indians-eating-less-a-third-may-stop-kids-schooling-report-120051301168_1.html
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The 20 most profitable firms in India now 

generate 70% of the country’s profits, up from 

14% thirty years ago. The rise of India’s 

networked economy (highways, cheap flights, 

broadband, GST) has allowed large, efficient 

firms to use superior technology & better access 

to capital to squash smaller competitors. In line 

with what is being seen in the US, the growing 

dominance of a handful of very large companies 

in India is changing the template of capitalism in 

India.’ 

While some of the Marxists in India are still 

endlessly debating to what extent capitalism has 

developed in the country and to what extent 

feudalism still remains, this is the conclusion of a 

study by investment research firm Marcellus 

published here https://marcellus.in/blogs/behold-

the-leviathan-the-remaking-of-indian-capitalism/ It 

further says that like other developed capitalist 

countries whose economies have formalised, the 

profit share of the top 20 Profit After Tax (PAT) 

generators in India will also continue to increase 

from the current 70% to 80-90%. Similar is the 

position of concentration of capital in industries 

where monopolies/duopolies have become fully 

entrenched. The blood bath has taken place not only 

in prominent sectors like Telecom, but also in many 

other industrial sectors. 

“India is already an economy with extraordinary 

levels of profit share concentration in many key 

sectors. For example, in paints (Asian Paints, Berger 

Paints), premium cooking oil (Marico, Adani), 

biscuits (Britannia, Parle), hair oil (Marico, Bajaj 

Corp), infant milk powder (Nestle), cigarettes (ITC), 

adhesives (Pidilite), waterproofing (Pidilite again), 

trucks (Tata Motors, Ashok Leyland), small cars 

(Maruti, Hyundai) we already have one or two 

companies accounting for 80% of the profits 

generated in the sector. Now this trend looks likely 

to spread to more fragmented sectors where hitherto 

the unorganised players had greater profit share.” 

On examining how the profit share of the top Indian 

companies has fared in the post-1991 era, below is 

the picture that emerged. 

Exhibit 1: “The vertical axis of the chart represents 

the 3-year moving average of the ratio of the amount 

of profit generated by 20 most profitable listed 

companies in India divided by the total profit 

generated by the entire Indian corporate sector. As 

the chart above shows, from around 14% when the 

country was opened up in the early 1990s, India’s top 

20 PAT generators now account for nearly 70% of 

the profits generated in the world’s sixth largest 

economy.” 

 

CONCENTRATION OF CAPITAL AND MONOPOLIES IN INDIA 
M Aseem 

https://marcellus.in/blogs/behold-the-leviathan-the-remaking-of-indian-capitalism/
https://marcellus.in/blogs/behold-the-leviathan-the-remaking-of-indian-capitalism/
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Exhibit 2: “Since GDP is simply the aggregate of the 

returns to land, labour & capital, we then looked at 

what % of Indian GDP is accounted for by the PAT 

of the top 20 companies. In the above chart, the left 

axis is the same as Exhibit 1 and the right axis shows 

the PAT of the top 20 companies divided by India’s 

Nominal GDP. Although the share of top 20 

companies in Total PAT has increased significantly 

(LHS) from FY08, their PAT as a % of GDP (RHS) 

has declined during the same period. In fact, for the 

entirety of the 21st century, the two lines in Exhibit 2 

have moved in opposite directions.” 

SO WHY ARE THE LARGEST INDIAN FIRMS 

BECOMING UTTERLY DOMINANT LEVIATHANS? 

According to this research, there are four main 

reasons for this to happen (material below are 

slightly adapted in my words, not verbatim quotes). 

1. A networked economy helps more efficient 

bigger companies: Over the past ten years, the 

length of roads in India has increased from 3.3 

million km to 5.9 million km (CAGR of 6%). 

The number of mobile phone subscribers has 

increased over the same period from 392 

million to 1161 million (CAGR of 12%). The 

number of broadband users has increased from 

6 million to 563 million (CAGR of 57%). A 

decade ago, around 44 million Indians were 

taking flights each year. Now 3x as many 

Indians are flying each year (CAGR of 13%). 

15 years ago, only 1 in 3 Indian families had a 

bank account; now nearly all Indian families 

have a bank account. 

As a result of this networking of the Indian economy, 

the companies able to invest more in constant capital 

have benefited in competition. Larger more capital-

intensive efficient companies with strong 

distribution systems have pulled away from regional 

& local players. For example, as the economy gets 

integrated, lending, which was once dominated by 

regional players is now seeing the emergence of a 

few national leviathans like HDFC Bank and HDFC 

with both lenders entering the list of top 20 PAT 

generators over the last 10 years. 

2. Regulatory burden is higher for smaller 

companies: Economists have long believed 

that onerous regulatory regimes hurt smaller 

companies more than larger ones. Clearly, 

smaller players, with limited resources, must 

spend relatively more resources than the larger 

ones. Similarly, the cost of adapting to GST was 

negligible for a leviathan like Asian Paints but 

far more significant for a smaller paint company 

with a fraction of Asian Paints’ market share. 

This is what I have been arguing since long, policies 

like GST and accelerated formalisation in the 

economy through various measures like cashless and 

digital after forced demonetisation have been to the 

benefit of the larger monopoly capital. Whatever, the 

results of these policies for the economy as a whole 

and common people in general, these have benefited 

largest capitalists to certain extent, hence Modi 

continues to retain their support. 
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3. Technology as a barrier to entry: As per 

a March 2019 survey conducted by McKinsey, 

smaller Indian companies have adopted the 

system of accepting digital payments more than 

the larger companies. However, they just do not 

have the resources for advanced technologies 

such as artificial intelligence and the Internet of 

Things. This is where the larger companies 

score over the smaller companies. We find that 

in businesses where pan-India 

distribution/presence is required, market 

leaders like Asian Paints, HDFC Bank, Astral 

Poly, Pidilite, Page Industries, etc. have made 

skilful use of technology to build barriers to 

entry. For example, it is highly unlikely that any 

paint company will be able to build an 

Enterprise Resource Planning system remotely 

comparable to what Asian Paints has. Hence 

Asian Paints’ working capital cycle at 8 days 

will remain a massive source of superior 

cashflows whilst its competitors continue to 

live with working capital cycles in excess of 

100 days. 

 

4. Lower cost of capital for the giants: India’s 

top 20 PAT generators fall into two broad 

buckets: (a) private sector companies which 

have superior free cash flow generation thanks 

to their Return on Equity (ROE) being 

significantly above their cost of equity eg. 

HDFC Bank, ITC, HDFC, TCS, etc; and (b) 

giant PSUs which get access to capital at a low 

cost because of their implicit sovereign 

guarantee. Smaller companies have access to 

neither source of capital. This in turn all but 

eliminates their chances of being able to 

compete with these leviathans. For example, 

ITC has over Rs 28K crore of cash on its 

balance sheet. In addition, ITC generates Rs 

10K of free cashflow in a typical year. For any 

FMCG firm which isn’t a leviathan, competing 

with ITC’s cash machine is a difficult 

proposition. 

Writing this piece very quickly owing to short 

time available I will restrict myself to draw 3 main 

quick conclusions from it from a Marxist point of 

view: 

1. Concentration and monopolisation in India have 

been increasing at an accelerated pace since the 

neo-liberal policies were implemented as firms 

have increased their organic composition of 

capital, i.e., higher constant capital (machinery, 

technology, etc) vis-à-vis variable capital (labour 

power employed). This has intensified 

competition, benefited the capitalist with access 

to more capital through capital markets or capital 

loaned by financial capitalists. On the other hand, 

it has driven away many smaller firms from the 

market resulting in huge number of bankruptcies 

to such an extent that Indian capitalist state had to 

come up with a formal legal mechanism to handle 

it through Indian Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 

mechanism. 

 

2. However, as predicted by Marx, the higher 

organic composition of capital also triggers the 

rate of profit to fall. As variable capital per unit of 

production is reduced, the surplus vale embedded 

in produced commodities also goes down though 

this tendency is counteracted upon by various 

other factors like intensification of the rate of 

exploitation of labour. This is clear from Exhibit 

2 which show that despite the total share of profit 

increasing for the largest firms their profit as 

share of India’s Nominal GDP has fallen to just 

above 1.5% after reaching a peak of nearly 3% in 

years 2008-09. This is what I have been arguing 

is the major reason for the economic crisis in 

India, since this rate of profit has fallen quite 

drastically for rest of the firms and they are unable 

to repay interest on the capital loaned to them by 

banks, resulting in crisis in financial sector getting 

burdened by high amounts of non-performing 

assets. That is also the reason for continued 

demand by capitalist class to lower interest rates 

in the economy and removal of RBI governors 

Rajan and Patel as they didn’t agree to it as the 

they aimed monetary policy to control rate of 

inflation. 

 

3. This falling rate of profit has been the main driver 

for Indian capitalist class to opt for a full-fledged 

fascist alternative after 2010. This is forcing them 

to continuously intensify the rate of exploitation 

of labour, not only increasing relative surplus 

value but also absolute surplus value (as seen 

from the moves to increase the length of working 

day). This intensification of rate of exploitation is 

difficult to be done within even the formal 

bourgeois democracy and a fascist government 

suppressing all working class organisations and 

movements becomes the preferred alternative 

especially in a country like India where there is 

enough backward social-cultural environment for 

that to grow and consolidate upon.  

https://linkedin.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=52ada2ee20240692fbeb44407&id=e44f656787&e=1f1bf544de
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As the novel corona virus outbreak gave birth to a 

menacing pandemic which has currently gripped 

humanity, the world is in a state of lockdown with all 

production and economic activities coming to an 

unprecedented halt. In such times when the world 

capitalist order already faces a permanent crisis, such 

developments has led to even further deepening of the 

it, while many experts warn the possibility of it 

developing into Capitalism’s biggest ever crisis. While 

the capitalist-imperialist ruling classes seem to be in a 

state of turmoil on how to handle it, of late, the 

narrative of ‘turning this emergency into an 

opportunity’ has begun to echo through some of the 

world leaders including those of India. Naturally, as is 

the case with any economic crisis of Capitalism, the 

burden of it would have to be faced by the working 

class. Hence, following suit, the ruling classes have 

grabbed this opportunity and initiated the process of 

implementing labour law reforms along with various 

draconian and anti-people laws in this state of 

emergency and imminent danger to the even the 

survival of the masses. Even though the 

implementation of neo-liberal and anti-worker policies 

has been taking place since the last few decades, it has 

received a drastic push since the last few years, and 

particularly during this pandemic. 

THE CRISIS IN INDIA AND ITS RAMIFICATIONS FOR 

THE WORKING CLASS 

The Indian working class witnessed an upsurge in the 

implementation of anti-worker policies coupled with 

an unprecedented degree of relentless attacks on 

dissent, democratic rights, voices, and movements, 

along with civil liberties, after the ascendance to 

power of a fascist party backed by a widespread cadre-

based organization, the RSS, in 2014 and 

consecutively in 2019 with even more intensity. Such 

agenda was naturally a part of larger scheme, which 

was the takeover of all independent institutions of the 

‘democratic’ state peacefully from within, for which a 

successful campaign was continuously carried out 

since even a few years before 2014. 

In light of the crisis-ridden Indian capitalism, the 

process of concentration and centralization of capital 

was expedited aggressively by the regime to serve its 

capitalist-imperialist masters. Policies such as 

‘Demonetization’ and GST were implemented soon 

after attaining power which broke the back of the 

unorganized sector, that employs almost 93% of the 

entire workforce, and caused tremendous misery to the 

common and toiling masses. Naturally, as is the case 

with any authoritarian government with a pro-big 

capital agenda, labour law reforms was among its 

prime agenda. In its first term itself, the government 

proposed the demolition of the complete mechanism 

of the 44 labour laws in the country and its 

amalgamation into 4 labour codes: one each on Wages, 

Industrial Relations, Occupational Safety, and Social 

Security. Since labour laws denote the balance of 

power between the capitalist class and the working 

class, implementation of these labour codes, starkly 

replete with pro-establishment and dangerously vague 

provisions, would be the most vicious attack on the 

Indian working class that would not only hammer in 

the last nail in the coffin of the rights and safeguards 

enjoyed hitherto by the limited section (less than 10%) 

of workers employed in the organized sector, but 

would spell even bigger doom for the workers in the 

unorganized sector who are largely outside the 

protection of labour laws even now. The labour codes 

virtually dismantle the safeguards of minimum wages, 

fixed working hours, social security, security of 

tenure, formation of unions, collective bargaining, 

strikes, safe working conditions among others and puts 

exorbitant fines on ‘illegal’ strikes amounting to tens 

of thousands of rupees. 

Although the codes were not passed in the first term of 

the incumbent government’s rule, the second term 

which began from May 2019 saw the Code on Wages 

2019 being passed in both the Lower and Upper House 

of the Parliament by 2nd August 2019, that is, just by 

the end of the second month of its new term. Even in 

the first term, it implemented severe anti-worker 

amendments in labour laws such as in the Apprentices 

Act, 1961 by allowing skilled workers to be employed 

in any industry in the guise of unskilled workers, and 

in the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 

1986 by allowing minors aged 14-18 to get employed 

in all industries except only ‘mining, or those 

industries using flammable and explosives, and other 

hazardous procedures.’ What could not be 

implemented by the Central Government was 

successfully implemented by the various state 

governments, including Congress-ruled states, like 

changes in the Factories Act, 1948, Contract Labour 

Act, 1970 etc. 

COVID19 PANDEMIC AND THE INTENSIFIED 

ATTACK ON WORKING CLASS 

Since the last four months, the unparalleled halt to 

economic activities caused by the nationwide 

lockdown has led to further intensification of the 

AN OUTBREAK OF ANTI-WORKER REFORMS 
S Raj 

https://archive.indiaspend.com/sectors/indias-93-437-million-majority-that-lacks-a-voice
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already severe crisis being faced by the world 

capitalist order. In order to protect their super profits, 

on one hand the capitalist class is demanding 

assistance from their loyal governments in the form of 

handsome stimulus packages to get out of this crisis 

unscathed, and on the other, the attacks on the working 

class have only intensified further in the form of mass 

layoffs, pay cuts, freeze on social security and other 

benefits, ban on unionization, and increased 

surveillance in the name of safety (through apps like 

Aarogya Setu) etc. across the world. 

In India, the Central as well as state governments are 

leaving no stone unturned to turn this crisis into an 

opportunity by launching scathing attacks on the 

working class relentlessly. During this pandemic and 

the unplanned lockdown that followed, a vast majority 

of the workers has not been paid their wages, while 

there have been mass layoffs by establishments so 

much so that the unemployment rate stood at 24.5% 

on 25 May. The lockdown has left the migrant workers 

without food, jobs or shelters because of which there 

occur new deaths every day due to preventable non-

Covid causes, while numerous have been forced to 

walk high and dry for hundreds and thousands of 

kilometres just to reach their villages, where further 

poverty, hunger and agony awaits them in the coming 

days. Even Central Government employees and 

pensioners (1.1 crore in number) have not been left 

untouched as the government has ordered to freeze 

their Dearness Allowance (DA) and Dearness Relief 

(DR) respectively at current rates for 18 months. The 

state governments of Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Tamil 

Nadu, and Nagaland have followed suit and 

implemented similar orders on DA and DR freeze for 

their employees. However, the most organized and 

vicious attack has been the dilution of labour laws and 

the increase of working hours from 8 to as long as 12 

by various state governments. 

Increase in work hours 

Within just a month’s time, since 24 April, 13 states 

increased the working hours from 8 hours to 12, 

namely Rajasthan, UP, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 

Haryana, Punjab, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Goa, Odisha, and Puducherry, Uttarakhand (11 hours) 

and Karnataka (10 hours). Out of these, Gujarat and 

UP governments have explicitly stated that for the 

extra 4 hours of work, “proportionate” rate of wages 

will be applied as against the prevailing law (as per the 

Factories Act) which mandates double rate of wages 

for the overtime period beyond 8 hours. For example, 

as per the law a worker earning ₹100 for an hour of 

work in regular hours would earn ₹200 for an hour of 

overtime work; but the two states would provide the 

same ₹100 for even an overtime work hour. Although, 

the UP government was forced to withdraw this order 

on 15 May after the Allahabad High Court issued a 

notice on this matter arising out of a Public Interest 

Litigation (PIL). The Rajasthan government has also 

withdrawn its order on 24 May. However, with such 

orders legalizing an increase of working hours, even 

though temporary in nature, coupled with the fact that 

the Central Government is mulling changes in law to 

allow 12-hour shifts in factories, India is likely to 

become the only country in the world to have an 

official 12-hour workday. This would not only be in 

contravention to the International Labour 

Organization’s (ILO) Convention No. 1 of 1919 on 

working hours, but would wash away the right of the 

workers to have fixed work hours and not work more 

than 8 hours a day, which was achieved through the 

great struggles of the workers across the world and 

which was the main demand of the historic May Day 

Movement in Chicago in 1886 for the attainment of 

which many workers even laid down their lives. 

Dilution of labour laws through Ordinances 

In addition to this, the state governments of UP, MP 

and Gujarat have made drastic changes to their labour 

laws and diluted the central labour laws through 

ordinances and orders. 

Uttar Pradesh government’s ordinance ‘Uttar 

Pradesh Temporary Exemption from Certain Labour 

Laws Ordinance, 2020’ proposes to suspended all of 

its 38 labour laws for 3 years leaving only 3, namely, 

Building and Other Construction Workers' Act, 1996, 

Workmen Compensation Act, 1923, Bonded Labour 

System (Abolition) Act, 1976, along with a section of 

the Payment of Wages Act. It has also proposed 

increasing the working hours from 8 to 10 hours. The 

changes would apply to both existing and new 

factories. It is prudent to know that the UP 

government’s withdrawal of the order to increase 

working hours from 8 to 12, as mentioned above, is 

separate from this proposed Ordinance, which means 

that this ordinance has not been withdrawn and is still 

active. 

Madhya Pradesh government proposes to suspend 

nearly all labour laws for new establishments initially 

for 3 months but has proposed to the Centre to extend 

it to 1,000 days. The new units will be exempted from 

the entire Section in the Factories Act on ‘right of 

workers’ that empowers workers to obtain details of 

their health and safety at work, which means that the 

employer is not bound to provide to workers drinking 

water, ventilation, lighting, toilets, sitting facilities, 

first aid boxes, protective equipment, canteens, 

crèches, weekly holidays and interval of rest. In 

addition, Units will be exempted for 1,000 days from 

all provisions of the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, 

except Section 25, which prohibits financial aid for 

illegal strikes and lockouts. Organisations will be able 

https://www.indiatoday.in/business/story/india-unemployment-rate-rises-may-24-weekly-update-cmie-1682308-2020-05-27
https://www.firstpost.com/business/govt-freezes-da-dr-for-1-1-cr-central-govt-employees-pensioners-heres-all-you-need-to-know-about-dearness-allowance-8295341.html
https://www.firstpost.com/business/govt-freezes-da-dr-for-1-1-cr-central-govt-employees-pensioners-heres-all-you-need-to-know-about-dearness-allowance-8295341.html
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to keep workers in service at their convenience. The 

Labour Department or the labour court will not 

interfere in the action taken by industries. There would 

be no factory inspections for 3 months. These are just 

some of the dangerous reforms proposed by the MP 

government. 

Gujarat government proposes to suspend all labour 

laws except the Minimum Wages Act, Industrial Safety 

Rules, Employees’ Compensation Act for new 

establishments for 1,200 days. A total of 33 thousand 

hectares of land has also been made available for 

industrial use in various SEZs. 

Although Governors of UP and Gujarat have approved 

the reforms, they are yet to be approved by the 

President of India since ‘labour’ falls under the 

concurrent list in the Constitution, which means the 

Union government and states have joint jurisdiction 

over it. Therefore, changes by state need to be ratified 

by at the federal level. 

GOVERNMENT, FOR WHOM? 

It is clear as day that for which class the governments 

are working and implementing such anti-worker anti-

people policies even in such critical times of a 

pandemic. However, it seems that the government is 

not even bothered anymore to curtain its class 

character. In May, representatives of 12 employers’ 

associations asked the Central Government to suspend 

labour laws for the next 2-3 years. It was around the 

same time that 3 BJP-ruled states passed the 

aforementioned ordinances suspending almost all 

labour laws. Moreover, according to media reports, the 

central government is planning to implement all the 

labour codes nationwide through an ordinance or 

executive order. Similarly, in April, apex trade 

organizations Assocham and FICCI demanded a 

stimulus package of ₹15-23 lakh crore and ₹10 lakh 

crore respectively, and on 12 May, a pro-capital 

Atmanirbhar package of ₹20 lakh crore was 

announced by the Prime Minister. Although almost 

₹17 lakh crore of the package are in the forms of loans 

and liquidity boosters instead of direct aid, which has 

left even the industry unsatisfied with it. The state 

governments of Gujarat, MP, UP and Karnataka, 

among others, are also planning to issue orders that 

will allow pay cuts and disciplinary actions against 

workers who refuse to re-join factories after the 

lockdown is lifted. Apart from this, public sector 

undertakings, hospitals, railways, airports, coal mines 

along with other sectors are already being served on a 

platter to big capitalists.

THE WAY FORWARD 

The aforementioned facts make it clear that as the 

situations created by the Covid pandemic push the 

capitalist order deeper into a crisis, the attacks on the 

working class are bound to further intensify. The big 

capitalist class is ready to extract even the last drop of 

the blood and sweat of the workers to protect their 

super profits. In its wish to get out of the crisis 

unscathed, the ruling class would further escalate the 

process of centralization and concentration of capital 

that would lead to even further proletarianization in 

the society. The indications are clear that the worse is 

yet to come which would not only mean more severe 

unemployment, starvation and demolition of all hard-

earned rights of the working class but would also be 

tantamount to pushing the progress made by the 

working class back by centuries. 

As humanity faces the imminent danger of a pandemic 

and witnesses deaths on a daily basis, Capitalism, 

today, stands not only in the way of progress of 

humanity but in the way of its very survival. On the 

one hand, people face shortages of hospital beds, tests, 

PPEs, food, shelters, wages, and on the other, private 

hospitals, factories and manufacturing units stay idle, 

buildings and hotels stay empty, godowns face 

shortages of space to store the vast surplus of food 

grains. Such contradictions of shortage of essentials 

despite abundance of resources arise due to the same 

system of private appropriation of the fruits of 

socialized labour, that, due to its hunger for profits, 

becomes the cause of the misery in the lives of the 

working-class masses. 

Capitalism, thus, not only stands in the way of the 

emancipation of the working class from exploitation 

and suffering, it also stands in the way of survival of 

humanity itself. Hence, the struggle of the workers 

against such attacks on their rights becomes a part of 

the larger struggle of the working class against the 

capitalist system which is based on its exploitation and 

inequality, the existence of which would render 

impossible not only the end of the suffering of the 

working class, but also, the further progress of 

humanity. 

“(Capitalist) crisis shows that the workers should not 

confine themselves to the struggle for individual 

concessions from the capitalists. While industry is in 

upswing, such concessions may be won; but when the 

crash comes, the capitalists not only withdraw the 

concessions, but take advantage of the helpless 

position of the workers to force wages down still 

lower. And so things will inevitably continue until the 

army of the socialist proletariat over-throws the 

domination of capital and private property.” 

Lenin, The Lessons of the Crisis, 1901 

(Collected Works, vol. 5, p. 89-94)   
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IMPACT OF THE ANTI-WORKER LABOUR LAW 

CHANGES ON WOMEN WORKERS 

UP, MP and Gujarat governments have passed ordinances to dilute almost all labour laws 
in their states. While such a move is a vicious attack on the working class, it is bound to 
have an adverse effect on the women workers who are often ignored in the discourse of 
labour law reforms. 

PUSHED OUT OF WORK 

According to the Director of Centre for Women’s Development Studies, extended 
working hours will lead to many women opting out of work causing a further decline in 
the Female Labour Force Participation. With household incomes shrinking, their 
decision-making power in a family will take a hit. 

The Economic Survey 2017-18 mentioned an OECD study that said the proportion of 
women who work has steadily reduced over time, from 36% to 24% in a decade, 
signaling a decline of 33.3% in Female Labour Force Participation in ten years. 

WORK CONDITIONS 

There is a likely suspension or at best a lack of clarity on the benefits provided by the 
Maternity Benefits Act and equal renumeration, due to which women in initial stages 
of pregnancy might stop working. 

Apart from this, diluted provisions will result in not being able to hold the employer 
accountable for providing safe working conditions such as adequate lighting, safety, 
food, water, transport for night shifts, or even paying double wages for overtime 
work as mandated earlier. 

Laws to form unions will be diluted which will lead to fewer women complaining about 
work conditions. 

NIGHT SHIFTS 

The dilution would mean enabling women to work in night shifts which will aggravate the 
lack of safety of women at workplaces and outside. With respect to providing safety and 
transport for women, governments of states like Rajasthan are merely requesting the 
employers to “be considerate. Rajasthan government has even prepared a list of factories 
where women will work after evening. 

EMOTIONAL STRESS 

Apart from maternal health concerns, the emotional stress that women have to endure 
while walking long distances and re-negotiating budget adjustments largely goes 
ignored. According to Professor and Chairperson of ‘Centre for Informal Sector & Labour 
Studies’ at JNU, “When men are going to be working at low wages, women might not 
even get jobs. Every time there is pressure on the family, the women suffer…Violence 
goes up when households are stressed.”  
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A SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS OF THE HEALTHCARE 

WORKERS 

“Rather than interrogation on a political and 

institutional level as to why our working conditions 

remain hazardous, our society is glorifying the 

struggle! We are being applauded for endangering 

our lives to help others, but in reality, there is seldom 

a choice. We’re not willingly working unprotected 

every day, we have to. We have student loans to pay 

off, mortgages to cover, and families to support. If 

we don’t report every day to our hospitals, despite 

the lack of protections, we risk our livelihoods. In 

this sense, we’re not heroes as much as we’re 

desperate and bound, trapped in disempowering 

working conditions and with few alternatives 

because we’ve sacrificed too much time and money 

to pursue our professions.” These are the lines of 

frontline healthcare ‘warriors’, as the State proclaims 

them to be. Doctors, nurses, ASHA workers, 

paramedics and sanitation workers are facing 

unprecedented workload in overstretched public 

health facilities, with no end in sight. With absolute 

absence of agency and discretion, it would not be an 

overstatement to say that they have been pushed into 

bondage by the capitalist State. They are under-

protected, overworked, and vulnerable to infection. 

And this is so not because of any scarcity of material 

resources or productive capabilities, but, due to the 

bourgeois class character and profit-above-all 

attitude of the state amidst plentifulness and 

overcapacity insofar as the overall financial, 

technological or scientific stock of society is 

concerned. Their present-day condition is the 

outcome of the same social system based on 

capitalist profit that exploits the toilers and workers, 

oppresses other strata of the people and turns their 

life miserable and unbearable. 

The frontline workforce is going through what can 

be called a ‘multi-layered fear and agony’. Multiple 

risk factors like state apathy in the form of lack of 

personal protective equipment (PPE) and masks to 

insulate themselves, long and exhausting work 

schedule, possibility of them transmitting virus to 

family members, facing societal wrath in the form of 

ostracization, harassment both physical and verbal, 

facing administrative flak in the form of suspension 

or deduction of salaries for voicing concern about the 

lack of basic facilities and the policy of coercing 

pregnant, lactating or immune compromised health 

workers to turn up for service rendered the workers 

victim to psychological distress, depression and 

anxiety. Simmering anger coupled with deep sense 

of betrayal can be noticed among health 

professionals who say they feel forsaken by their 

government. “My fear is that this will all get 

whitewashed — where we’ll look back and say that 

everyone rallied and was heroic,” the New York City 

physician said. “Voices of reason and science were 

shouting the truth — but were allowed to be ignored, 

and thousands died because of it. This is a crucial 

lesson for history.” Lack of scientific outlook on 

things, absolute neglect towards indulgence in 

research, scientists, public health experts and most 

importantly downplaying the severity of the crisis are 

the charges that the workforce is found to be 

levelling against the regime. India’s response to the 

pandemic was ‘reactive’ when it should have been 

proactive. The State moved at its leisurely pace 

without caring to pay heed to the global threat posed 

by the virus despite having a tattered healthcare.  

As early as April 12, WHO stated that the COVID-

19 pandemic hit over 22,000 healthcare workers 

across 52 countries. On account of absence of 

systematic reporting, these numbers only under-

represent the problem. The workforce is in a 

deplorable state. In one of the accounts, a corona 

positive nurse, Lisha Jose who had a year-old son 

and was eight months pregnant recounted as to how 

all the neighbours looked at her with suspicion and 

contempt when she was climbing the ambulance at 

her door. Many whipped out their mobile phone 

cameras to shoot a video of her when she was reeling 

under deep mental distress. She said, “I felt like a 

criminal being taken away…What wrong had I 

done? I only did my duty.” Reports claim as to how 

the doctors in hazmat suits cannot eat or take a 

washroom break for as long as 6 hours! However, the 

most challenging of all tasks has been to decide 

whom to offer hospitalization given that the number 

of beds are limited.  

When the healthcare personnel does muster up the 

courage to raise their dissent against the lack of 

paraphernalia for treating COVID patients, they are 

met with gag orders issued under the draconian 

Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897 carrying sentences of 

PLIGHT OF HEALTH WORKERS: 

WHO WILL SAVE OUR SAVIOURS FROM CAPITALISM? 
V Prajapati 

https://newrepublic.com/article/157354/problem-heroizing-health-care-workers-like
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/web-features/coronavirus/health-workers-are-frontline-soldiers-against-covid-19-let%E2%80%99s-protect-them
https://www.newsclick.in/never-felt-this-lonely-jammu-kashmir-healthcare-workers-face-mental-health-crisis-COVID-19
https://caravanmagazine.in/health/securitising-health-india-silences-frontline-health-workers-in-kashmir-amid-covid-19
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/09/doctors-fume-at-government-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/04/09/doctors-fume-at-government-response-to-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://health.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry/who-says-over-22000-healthcare-workers-across-52-countries-infected-by-covid-19/75107238
https://www.news18.com/news/india/saving-the-saviours-why-india-should-prioritise-health-of-its-doctors-nurses-amid-coronavirus-pandemic-2556505.html
https://caravanmagazine.in/health/securitising-health-india-silences-frontline-health-workers-in-kashmir-amid-covid-19


THE TRUTH / Issue 2 / June 2020                                                                     39 

imprisonment for over six months. Such was the case 

with the personnel at Jammu and Kashmir. In 

Mumbai, which has reported about 45,000 cases so 

far, the doctors and nurses are often left to fend for 

themselves if they test positive. They are required to 

make use of their ‘own’ resources. The protective 

equipment is only made available to the ones 

working with high risk patients in Covid-19 ward 

while the rest of the staff is given a pittance in the 

form of masks and gloves even though 69% of the 

positive cases are of an asymptomatic character. In 

some cases, the authorities have the audacity to ask 

the healthcare workers to take 400 mg of chloroquine 

once in a week for four weeks as a ‘precautionary 

measure’ in the absence of PPEs, in the process 

completely sidestepping the side effects the drug 

may have on the body. In a recent case in Mumbai, a 

healthcare worker died because of being denied leave 

from duty and being given the requisite treatment 

despite exhibiting symptoms since May 20! Truly, 

the system is leaving no stone unturned in making 

them ‘self-reliant’, in Prime Minister’s own words!   

As one must have observed over the years as to how 

governments continue to hang a death warrant 

around the necks of sanitation workers by pushing 

them to do life threatening activities till date, in times 

of health and economic crisis triggered by the virus, 

one realizes that the already nil value of life and 

liberty of persons involved in scavenging has further 

drooped to negative. Their entire community which 

anyway was engaged in a job where losing life was 

commonplace, is faced a crisis which has made death 

‘immanent’ for them. “Sab log corona ke dar se ghar 

me hai, hum to yaha pe usise ladh rahe hai firbhi 

humari koi kadar nahi hai (Everybody is at home 

because of coronavirus, but we are here fighting it. 

Even then, there is no appreciation)”, said Radharani, 

a sanitation worker at Panna, MP.  

On the other hand, we find the underpaid and 

unprotected ASHA workers braving physical 

attacks, verbal slurs, social stigma and the 

transmission of virus. For a work that involves door-

to-door educating people about maternal and child 

health, contraception, immunization and sanitation, 

as well as enrolling them in health programmes and 

monitoring the results, and in current times also 

educating families about isolation and monitoring for 

symptoms of the virus, they get only 30 rupees a day! 

“The value of our life is just 30 rupees [less than half 

of $1], according to the government,” says Alka 

Nalawade, a community health worker in the western 

state of Maharashtra. “How are we supposed to meet 

our household expenses with 30 rupees?” she asks. 

‘‘What if I get infected with the virus? Who will look 

after us? Will I get treated for 30 rupees?” Anjana 

laments on the indifferent attitude of the people in 

administration. “From the prime minister to the chief 

minister, everybody only praises doctors and police.” 

She says that’s unfair since the government relies on 

the data that Ashas collect daily. The ordeal doesn’t 

end here for these women workers. The hostile locals 

check their identity cards, snatch away papers and 

tear them misconceiving it to be an NRC exercise. 

They are accused of singling out families from 

minority communities. The anger which had to be 

targeted at the State ends up being vented out at these 

innocent women. 

Thus, the outsourced or the casual workers, owing to 

the temporary nature of their engagement (even 

though the work counts as essential service) lack a 

voice on the decision making table. Their grievances 

go unaddressed. Their rights remain nominal in this 

unequal system. In the garb of the ‘just’ contractual 

system, the Govt. has systematically been washing 

its hands off from the vulnerabilities and risk of 

exposure to the virus to these impoverished sections 

of healthcare workers. Caught in the quagmire of low 

wages, job insecurity, poor protective measures and 

increased susceptibility to infection, they end up 

losing their lives.  

Barely a day after the ordinance dealing with 

violence against the health workers was passed by 

the central government, a shocking incident of 

assault against the health workers took place at the 

LNJP Hospital in Delhi. With the offence being 

made cognizable and non-bailable, hardly any 

deterrent effect could be realized. It only reaffirms 

the fact that laws do not exist in a bubble, they 

function in socio-political and economic system. In 

another incident, a 44-year-old man allegedly 

harassed and attacked women doctors for being 

inside their house and being spreaders of 

coronavirus. In the video, a mob of 100 angry 

residents can be seen howling abuses, throwing 

sticks and stones and chasing the workers down the 

lane. In Vishakhapatnam, a doctor protesting against 

the Govt. for not providing protective gear was 

manhandled by the police on the charge of creating a 

ruckus on highway and subsequently admitted in a 

‘mental health hospital’!  

As per the findings of the study Frontiers in 

Psychiatry, more than a third of healthcare workers 

while responding to the Covid crisis during its peak, 

suffered insomnia, depression, anxiety and stress 

based trauma. The veterans of the SARS outbreak in 

2003 reported high rates of post-traumatic stress, 

psychological distress, low productivity, increased 

substance use and elevated levels of burnout. Seeing 
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the magnitude of the damage being caused to the 

healthcare workers by the COVID-19 crisis, it may 

also affect them similarly in the long run as in the 

SARS case. The chain of condemnable incidents 

against the saviours give us a reflection of a future 

where the likes of working class will be stifled and 

compulsorily made to work as per the dictates of the 

fascist emperor.  

CRISIS OF CAPITALISM: OVERSTRETCHED PUBLIC 

HEALTHCARE SYSTEM, UNTAPPED RESOURCES IN 

CUSTODY OF PRIVATE SECTOR AND ITS IMPACT 

UPON HEALTHCARE WORKERS  

While examining the plight of healthcare workers, it 

is needed that we understand the environment in 

which they work and look for the deep-rooted single 

reason why they are having to undergo such 

miserable conditions? The capitalist crisis unfolded 

the true character of the unsustainable system of 

healthcare which operates on the anvil of profit 

making and upholds the interests of corporations. 

Proponents of commodification of healthcare would 

vociferously argue that rationing of the so-called 

scarce resources is to be done. Thus, we look at the 

healthcare graph of India prior to COVID 19 which 

will be a proof of how capitalism is the root cause of 

havoc in the lives of the working class as well as the 

healthcare force.  

India ranked 57 in the Global Health Security Index 

(2019) indicating that the country may be more 

vulnerable than China (51) and Italy (at 31) which 

have seen the highest number of COVID 19 related 

deaths uptil now. The index measures the pandemic 

preparedness of a country based on its ability to 

prevent, detect, mitigate and cure diseases. India’s 

public healthcare system, in its dilapidated form, has 

consistently and massively failed in mitigating the 

health crisis even prior to corona. Corona only laid 

bare the hoax.  

Post Corona, the already inefficient and almost 

defunct public health system was pressed into 

performing multifarious and complex functions like 

– public awareness, prevention, surveillance, 

epidemic control involving tracing, isolation and 

quarantine, laying down standard protocols, and 

treatment of patients without refusing anyone on 

financial grounds. As per National Health Profile 

(2019), it was found that only 0.55 beds per 1000 

population existed and the doctor patient ratio stood 

at 1:1800. Bihar, with an abysmal performance could 

only provide for 0.11 beds per 1000 population. 70% 

of health care expenses are met by out-of-pocket 

expenditure.  

If the case study of Madhya Pradesh were to be done, 

out of the 50 districts, as many as ‘30 districts’ had 

no ICU facility in 2015. That more than two-thirds 

of the facilities were concentrated in just four 

districts. It had only 2.5 ICU beds per 1,00,000 

population and 83% of these were in the hands of 

private players. Almost 9 out of 10 facilities were of 

low quality. In essence, low count of ICU beds, poor 

quality of healthcare and skewed distribution of 

resources due to private ownership formed the key 

barrier in access to quality healthcare, a fundamental 

right! The relentless and blind persuasion of 

privatization in healthcare and simultaneous 

weakening of public health system has brought 

society to a stage where only few lives matter and the 

rest are left to die. Persons with co-morbidities and 

senior citizens automatically turn into an unfortunate 

lot that is kept last in the line of preference when it is 

being decided as to who deserves the ICU bed.   

This leads us to the frequently made proposition; 

“The surge in coronavirus cases has crippled health 

systems in many countries, primarily due to shortage 

of hospital beds, manpower and equipment (personal 

protective equipment, ventilators etc)” Did 

coronavirus cripple the health system? Is there a 

dearth of resources within the system? To cut the 

clutter, such propositions are baseless and keep 

artificial scarcity as the premise. The abundant 

resources lying under the control of private sector 

create an impression of artificial shortage in the 

market and thereby rake in profit through high 

pricing. The majority which earns enough for living 

another day is compelled to shed away all his 

possessions and income to get his treatment done in 

a private hospital since the public hospital at 

subsidized rates provided poor quality health care. 

John Hopkins Resource Centre recently reported 

about patients abandoning state run isolation wards 

due to poor infrastructure. One of the patients 

remarked, “The most difficult part of the night was 

not being able to use the washroom. I felt tortured, 

like a prisoner. When I demanded that we should at 

least be given water to drink, they asked us to drink 

directly from [bathroom] taps which had no water in 

them.” Policymakers have suggested social 

distancing and lockdowns as effective solutions to 

tackle the gargantuan crisis. They say that the 

measures would also prevent overburdening of the 

health system. Lockdowns and preventive measures 

like physical distancing only have an “incidental” 

role to play. It is the public healthcare system that is 

of fundamental importance. Until the latter is 

overhauled, the curve would not flatten. 

https://www.livemint.com/politics/policy/will-covid-19-prompt-health-reboot-11585497828527.html
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/coronavirus-public-health-system-6329470/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/03/24/is-indias-health-infrastructure-equipped-to-handle-an-epidemic/
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/up-front/2020/03/24/is-indias-health-infrastructure-equipped-to-handle-an-epidemic/
https://thewire.in/government/india-health-system-coronavirus
https://undark.org/2020/04/14/covid-19-india/
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With resources, expertise, infrastructure and 

specialized care at their disposal, why isn’t the Govt. 

not requisitioning private institutions? Why are they 

not being held accountable in humanitarian crisis? 

Isn’t it problematic to see the private hospitals which 

account for two-thirds of hospital beds and almost 

80% available ventilators handling less than 10% of 

this critical load as it watches the public system battle 

the pandemic? Despite private hospitals employing 

four out of five doctors, they can be found refraining 

from providing even the non-Covid health care. Be it 

the Wockhardt in Mumbai or the private hospital in 

Bhilwara, they have been refusing to admit patients 

and suspended their services when healthcare is dire 

need of the hour! Lockdown restrictions, lack of 

internal protocols, fear of infection to its own doctors 

and nursing staff, unwillingness to risk the business 

through non-Covid patients and increased costs of 

operation for Covid patients are the primary 

‘justifications’ slipped in by the private sector. The 

state of Bihar has witnessed an absolute withdrawal 

of private health sector which nearly has ‘twice the 

bed capacity of public facilities’ and most 

importantly, since the number of people relying on 

private healthcare over public for both out-patient 

and in-patient services in Bihar is ‘far higher’. By 

abandoning their job of providing medical care, they 

have left the job of handling the crisis upon 

government hospitals that lack the wherewithal. The 

claims made by the private sector about inadequate 

capacity and capability are nothing short of bogus. A 

56-year-old Jaideep Jaywant who suffered a heart 

attack lost his life when multiple private hospitals 

turned him down.  

WAY AHEAD 

It is this lop-sided healthcare system, where health 

has turned into a luxury commodity, which can be 

afforded by only handful of people. In an 

overstretched and overstressed setting, the healthcare 

workers are being pushed to throw themselves into 

saving lives when it is the very neo-liberal and pro-

capital policies which have systematically 

maintained misery in the lives of the working class. 

A fully functional, free, quality, and universal 

healthcare premised on the expropriation of private 

property lying untapped, unused, and unutilized for 

public welfare is the sole way to come out of the 

reeling crisis. Corona has lifted the veil of the 

unstable worldwide capitalist order and carries the 

potential to unify masses for the upheaval of the 

status quo. The recent steps by a few states to allot 

25% of beds for Covid -19 patients in private 

hospitals or partial takeover of few private hospitals 

is a welcome but a piecemeal measure.  

The incidences happening worldwide are beginning 

to show that it is a fight between capitalism and 

humanity. The time is not far when we shall see all 

the democratic and progressive forces following the 

footsteps of the working class. In such a crisis, the 

State would urge the healthcare fighters to sacrifice 

their lives in the service of people and keep up to the 

standards of this humanitarian profession, in an 

attempt to brush the massive failures in its plans and 

policies under the carpet, nevertheless we are to 

stand firm on systemic change. It is interesting to 

note how the State and the Central Govts. are making 

use of regressive legislations to round up people 

committing violence against the healthcare workers 

while if the workers themselves were to point out 

loopholes in the governance, they are meted with the 

same State violence. The deaths that have happened 

as a result of lack of protection towards healthcare 

personnel, denial of treatment to non-Covid patients 

as well as hunger-exhaustion-poverty-

unemployment-denial of medical care to the migrant 

workers are all linked to the capital centric State 

sitting at peace, having a great laugh at the 

widespread destruction.  

It is highly important for the frontline health workers 

to know that the Indian State is the harbinger of 

millions of suicides and deaths that take place every 

year as a result of poverty, hunger, unemployment, 

and malnutrition. A study published in The Lancet 

states that every year, nearly 16 lakh Indians die due 

to poor quality health care or non-utilization of 

healthcare services. These are not just deaths or 

suicides; they are State perpetrated mass murder. 

Health care workers, therefore, need to build 

solidarity that grounds itself in labour struggles and 

understand the reason behind societal paralysis, 

which is undoubtedly the capitalist order. The deaths 

of healthcare workers on the front lines demand 

revolutionary upheaval! The words of Lenin in 1920 

ring true in these times:  

“All our determination and all of our experience of 

the Civil War we must apply to combating epidemics. 

Only collaboration between scientists and workers 

can put an end to oppressive poverty, disease and 

dirt. No forces of darkness can withstand an alliance 

of the scientists, the proletariat and the 

technologists.” 

V. I. Lenin, Sochinenie, p. 375, 1920 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/making-the-private-sector-care-for-public-health/article31241291.ece
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/coronavirus-covid-19-private-hospitals-6385631/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/coronavirus-covid-19-private-hospitals-6385631/
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PROTESTS ERUPT ACROSS COUNTRIES AGAINST STATE REPRESSION & INJUSTICE 

Trafalgar Square, London, UK Los Angeles, US 

Minneapolis, US Berlin, Germany 

A wave of spontaneous protests took place across countries against state repression and injustice triggered by 

the gruesome police killing of black American George Floyd on 25 May 2020 in Minneapolis, US. The protests’ 

spontaneity and wildfire-like spread affirms that they are not limited to an instance of police killing but are a 

response to the anti-people and neo-liberal measures being thrust upon the masses by the capitalist-imperialist 

rulers since years that have wreaked havoc in the lives of workers and common masses across the globe. 

Particularly in the US, the protests have taken the form of riots which is the result of the anger of toiling and 

marginalized people, brewing up against a system based on their exploitation that breeds systemic oppression 

and inequality. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “a riot is the language of the unheard.”  

The fact that protesters across the world are taking to the streets once again to make their voices heard despite 

the pandemic and lockdown signifies that the plans of the ruling class to turn this emergency into an opportunity 

in order to rapidly implement its anti-worker and anti-people agenda, while leaving the masses to die of either 

the disease or poverty, will not be met with silence and fear even during a pandemic. It has reaffirmed that no 

amount of repression or stifling will be able to crush the struggle of the workers and toiling masses, who will, 

unitedly and soon, storm the citadels of a system based on their exploitation and inequality. 
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