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After labour law ‘reforms’ and intensive attacks on 

civil liberties in the midst of Covid pandemic and 

lockdown, the fascist government, in series of open 

declared attempts to convert ‘Calamity into 

Opportunity’, has launched another onslaught on the 

downtrodden working people of the country in the 

name of National Education Policy (NEP) released 

on 30th July. It not only further reserves and restricts 

the right to get meaningful education only to the rich 

bourgeois elite and effectively being a policy of 

‘exclusion’ from education for all sections of poor 

working class and various oppressed minorities but 

is also a blatant roadmap for obscurantist 

saffronisation of education, design for imposition of 

parochial Sanskrit-Hindi linguistic formula and 

strengthening the existing hierarchical education-

employment order based on reactionary RSS 

Brahminist ideology on the whole country. But some 

historical context first.  

As the vast multitudes of people of Indian landmass 

reawakened from their thousand years long deep 

slumber and started their great struggle to establish 

a modern nation free from the brutal inhuman yoke 

of both plundering foreign colonial rule and native 

feudal oppression, they had many dreams and 

aspirations. One among these was to end the 

thousands of years of deprivation from education in 

all branches of knowledge - science, art, literature - 

that had been forced upon them by the feudal 

oppressors who, by feudal law and enforced by cruel 

force, reserved it only to the ruling elites. This great 

aspiration of the people was given voice to by many 

stalwarts of Indian Renaissance. Jotiba Phule, the 

great fighter for justice and equality of all kinds from 

the West voiced the demand for universal equal free 

public education in the latter half of 19th Century, 

Prafull Chandra Ray, the father of Indian Chemistry 

from the East took it up in early 20th, and Premchand, 

the great literary voice of the downtrodden and 

working class from the North, spoke up for it in 

1920s and 1930s, to name only three among many. 

They all raised this demand and expected it to be the 

foundational cornerstone of a free modern 

democratic nation. 

But the Indian bourgeois ruling class who inherited 

the power from the Imperialists, true to their 

historical character, lost no time in betraying this 

great national aspiration through the Constituent 

Assembly representing only 11% of the population 

– industrial-mercantile bourgeoisie and landlords. 

Dishonouring this longstanding demand of the 

people, the Constitution refused to guarantee a 

universal equal free public education system and just 

included a hollow assurance of universal primary 

education of 6-14 year olds in non-binding Directive 

Principles. 

For couple of decades after this, ruling class 

continued to assure fulfilment of this dream through 

mouthing many a nice sounding platitude like the 

first National Education Policy (NEP) of 1968 

formulated on recommendation of Kothari 

Commission. This had many ‘promising’ 

declarations like increasing the expenditure on 

education to 6% of national income and 

Neighbourhood Schools for equal education, but 

nothing much was to be implemented in reality 

except some expansion of bare elementary schools 

bereft of all necessary means and tools – teachers, 

buildings, books, materials, etc and some 

secondary/higher education level expansion through 

mostly public minded individuals and institutions 

guided by the legacy of nation movement. The 

government focussed only on creating some Centres 

of Excellence – few IITs, NITs, an AIIMS, a JNU, 

etc – to fulfil managerial/executive cadre needs of 

the bourgeois state and developing capitalist 

economy.  

However, as the shoots of neoliberal economic 

policies and fascist reactionary politics were started 

to be raised and nurtured with greater urgency and 

force in 1980s by the ruling capitalist class, even 

mouthing these nice sounding platitudes became too 

great a burden for them. Then came the NEP of 1986 

which completely trampled upon the democratic 

demand for, and gave a deep burial to the promise 

of, free universal equal public education system. On 

the contrary It laid down the foundation of triple 
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layered education system – public funded centres of 

excellence for a few ‘exceptionally talented’ like 

Navodaya Vidyalaya, private capital teaching shops 

earning profit for the rich having sufficient 

purchasing power and functional basic literacy cum 

vocational skills through fund starved government 

schools or informal distance learning and open 

schooling. This is, with some variations and flavours 

here and there, the architecture of existing education 

system in India. New NEP takes this architecture to 

a new level. 

True to the character of many voiced fascist lingo to 

confuse people, new NEP mouths many high-

sounding phrases, but as the minister Nishank says 

in an interview ‘‘the beauty of this policy is 

flexibility”, all are immediately negated. To please 

the bourgeois ‘liberals’ it professes all sorts of nice 

things, makes all the right noises, but then goes on 

to recommend entirely opposite things. For example, 

for providing universal education, it talks of building 

schools where none exist but then dwells at length 

on all the things kids can do if there is no school 

close to their home. Each "suggestion" undermines 

the original stand till that is reduced to just hollow 

meaningless words. It pays lip service to equity, 

inclusion etc but pushes alternative schooling, 

distance learning and poor quality private education. 

Not one person involved in the framing of this NEP 

will send their kid/grandkid to any of these schools. 

"State Open Schools will be expanded and 

strengthened for meeting the learning needs of 

young people in India who are not able to attend a 

physical school." So poor kids in remote areas are 

supposed to get educated by correspondence 

courses! And what about teachers? "Databases of 

literate volunteers, retired scientists / government / 

semi-government employees, alumni, and educators 

will be created" to pick teachers from and help 

curtail dropouts.” But there needs to be something to 

satisfy the liberal advocates of ‘equality’ so that they 

can proclaim it as a great step forward. Yes, there is 

– ‘3-4% of kids will be identified as geniuses from 

each class’. Liberals have got their ‘equality’ but 

universal equal public education is dead! 

What about quality of education? A ‘National 

Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy’ is 

the answer. Sense of déjà vu? Yes, we heard all this 

in NEP 1986 – functional and basic literacy for the 

poor children. Why do they need quality education 

after all, they have only to become wage slaves 

selling their labour power to the capitalists? The govt 

has introduced vocational and polytechnic education 

for them. These courses include teaching skills such 

as plumbing, painting, carpentry, and other manual 

work. Children will also be made to intern at the 

local shops and businesses. This will lead to an 

increase in child labour. Also, India is already 

known as the most unsafe country for women, who 

will guarantee the safety of children, especially girls, 

from getting sexually assaulted?  

Then some more of the same - "There will be no hard 

separation among ‘curricular’, ‘extracurricular’, or 

‘co-curricular’, among ‘arts’, ‘humanities’, and 

‘sciences’, or between ‘vocational’ or ‘academic’ 

streams." Means there will really be nothing in this 

‘education’, just empty rhetoric to befool the 

gullible. Any way why do they need more? They 

don’t need any critical and rational abilities. They 

only need enough ‘functional literacy’ to read 

WhatsApp forwards created by some IT Cell! Then 

it goes to talk about lightening the burden of board 

exams to reduce pressure on children. But again, "all 

students will take school examinations in Grades 3, 

5, and 8 which will be conducted by the appropriate 

authority." Exam not evaluated by kids' own teacher 

is public exam akin to a board exam. So, it actually 

introduces more board exams from Grade 3 itself to 

increase rote learning. 

NEP talks about increasing the expenditure on 

education to 6% of GDP. Many liberals and experts 

and praising this. But from where is it going to come. 

In fact, this government has been reducing the 

budget allocation on education every year. Again, it 

talks of massive restructuring of higher education. 

But, with what funds will this massive restructuring 

of higher education happen? To put the NEP2020 

reforms in perspective, UGC has recently set up a 

committee to study university spending on security 

guards, water, electricity, etc. That's how badly off 

the higher education funding is. 

Then comes the question of medium of education. 

NEP states that, “Wherever possible, the medium of 

instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till 

Grade 8 and beyond, will be the home 

language/mother tongue/ local language/ regional 

language.” This is in continuation to the RTE Act 

2009 which also states that the medium of 

instruction, as far as practicable, shall be the mother 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/NEP2020?src=hashtag_click
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tongue. Very good. But first thing, will it be 

applicable to all? ‘We will try to take everyone along 

in the process of making a vibrant India.’ Nishank 

replied when asked regarding medium of education 

in private schools. (The Hindu, July 31). So, they 

will be completely democratic when it comes to 

Private owned Schools – no language will be 

imposed on them. This is to be done only in 

government schools where only the children of poor 

go. Hence, we’ll continue to have 2 sets of schooling 

with medium of instruction based on paying capacity 

of parents.  

Therefore, there is something else hidden behind it. 

In the name of strengthening and enriching Indian 

languages, there is the agenda of imposing Hindi. 

Sanskrit will also be introduced at all schools. 

During BJP rule Hindi has already become India's 

default language for official communication. The 

Modi government, and the bureaucracy that 

surrounds it, deals with the citizenry almost 

exclusively in Hindi. The PM always addresses the 

nation in Hindi. It will be natural, then, that non-

English-medium instruction and the three-language-

formula, will gradually strengthen Hindi's position 

as the language of power and authority. Anyway, no 

government fiat can enrich and strengthen any 

language. The way to strengthen Indian languages is 

to ensure that the world's knowledge is available in 

them (publish books, books, books – both original 

and good translations), and that commerce is 

possible across a variety of languages (technology to 

support). And also, to make everyone capable in 

English and other foreign languages if and when 

they want. 

"Certain subjects, skills, capacities will be 

emphasized in school: such as, scientific temper & 

evidence-based thinking; creativity & 

innovativeness; sense of aesthetics & art;..." and 

"Pedagogy must evolve to make education more 

experiential, holistic, integrated, inquiry-driven, 

discovery-oriented, learner-centred, discussion-

based, flexible, and, of course, enjoyable." But how? 

By integrating “Knowledge of India” which will 

include knowledge from ancient India and its 

contributions to modern India and its successes and 

challenges, and a clear sense of India’s future 

aspirations with regard to education, health, 

environment, etc. These elements will be 

incorporated in an accurate and scientific manner 

throughout the school curriculum wherever relevant, 

Says Nishank in the interview referred to above. For 

example, students of modern medicine will also have 

to study Ayurveda now as ‘“Knowledge of India” is 

to be integrated in all the courses. There goes the 

scientific temper and evidence based thinking down 

the drain! Similarly, B Ed curriculum will emphasise 

Fundamental Duties - appears twice in same 

highlights document, but not Fundamental Rights. 

Similarly, no secularism, no freedom of expression, 

no socialism – that is the whole design. 

National Education Policy also has multiple 

headings against commercialisation of education 

(profiteering). But if you read the paragraphs below 

their proposals actually will lead to that very 

commercialisation, for example, the 2 different types 

of medium of education discussed above will lead to 

proliferation of more of these private shops 

everywhere. There will also be a greater focus on e-

learning with new & modern technology. Again, this 

is discriminatory towards poor children. We are 

currently seeing poor children and their parents 

literally die by suicide because they can't afford 

smartphones and an internet connection. In higher 

education, Foreign universities will be allowed to set 

up in India, which basically means that education is 

being privatised. Not only will poor, working class 

kids not be able to afford these colleges, but 

historically marginalised communities will also not 

be represented because there will be no reservation, 

which is a constitutional right. 

Hence, the NEP will only lead to further entrenching 

of the economic divide in a country that already 

suffers from huge economic inequality and 

exploitation. The poor will continue to get poorer 

while the rich will keep on getting richer. Words like 

holistic, interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, overall 

learning are all just for show. The real motive of the 

NEP is to make it easier for the privileged rich to 

exploit the labour of the working class. Above all, it 

aims to deprive the working-class children from the 

benefit of all knowledge which can develop their 

critical, rational and questioning faculties to prevent 

them from analysing the reasons for their fate in the 

current economic-political system and how to fight 

for justice for themselves. We all need to recognise 

this attack on toiling masses to resolve to struggle 

against this.  
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The number of Covid-19 infected persons is on steep 

rise now and shows no sign of receding even after 5 

months. The number may cross 20 lakhs Mark by the 

time the fourth issue of The Truth appears again on 1st 

August. India has thus become the third country after 

the USA and Brazil in numbers of covid-19 patients. 

The number of those who have died of Covid-19 

related complications has also risen to 36 thousand 

showing an upward trend that indicates rapid increase 

in near future. More number of states such as Bihar and 

UP have become new Covid-19 hotspots. Specially in 

Bihar and UP, the situation is alarming. Still Modi 

Government claims and Godi media propagates that 

India has done better for the people than most other 

countries in the world. Only fascists can have such a 

thick skin. Only a fascist government can show such 

temerity to its own electorate without fearing the 

consequences.    

A CLUELESS AND OPTIONLESS MODI GOVERNMENT? 

Where Modi government ought to have ramped up 

testing and tracing along with other medical facilities 
and care on as large scale as possible, it has left people 
on their own to fence off themselves and save their life. 

This is how Atmanirbhar Bharat is being realized and 
shaped up! It is so portrayed and propagated that the 
government is naturally powerless and can't do 

anything more. It tries to make the people believe as if 
the government is innocent. Even this is being 
propagated among poor religious people that God has 
so disposed for the humanity. Only thus has a natural 

disaster been turned into a man-made disaster and even 
then, claim it has done the best. It is simply horrible to 
so imagine for an elected government to act like this. 

Not only the government, but the judiciary has also 
shown complete disinterest in peoples owes in these 
special times. Even the highest court of the land turned 

his face away while people's lives continue to perish. 
Rather, it has tried to silence those like Prashant 
Bhushan who have the courage to raise finger and 
brought to notice of the the Supreme court its own 

responsibility. Only a fascist state that has already too 
much enamored the people at large with its arch 
reactionary mass movement and propaganda 

(communally charged nationalistic campaign) can take 

people so much granted in the times of such a 

pandemic.    

Modi government has donned cluelessness, though it 
is not clueless. How can a country's government, a 
government of a country like Inida as big as continent 

and presiding over so much of material capacity be 
clueless, unless it has deliberately diverted its 
capabilities towards those other than people i.e. 
serving the interests of the vested interests of the 

minority ruling clique of the big bourgeoisie. This 
stance, a criminal one, is not hidden, too. Modi having 
dumped the masses speechless by having their minds 

poisoned with communalism doesn't believe too much 
in concealing his sins. His penchant love for big 
bourgeoisie and imperialists is quite above board as 

this can be seen in the rise of Ambani's position 
(Mukesh Ambani has cracked 5th position) in the list of 
world's ten richest persons. On an average, every 
Modi's big capitalist friend has made big fortunes 

during this calamity. It is only the common people who 
have heavily suffered and still suffering on account of 
losing their already meager sources of livelihood 

during this pandemic.  

Modi Government thus only pretends to have run out 
of options. The most visible option is still to be 
grabbed. It could have taken over all the big private 
hospitals, levied the corporate to fund the hospitals, 

particularly the government's hospitals, to enhance 
their capacities, unleash people's initiative in all these 
to immediately install new medical capacities and 

facilities that were needed the most for the treatment 
of Covid and non-Covid patients. The owners could 
have resisted. It is natural. But it wasn't too difficult to 

handle if the government wanted to stave off the 
resistance that may have come from the owners. These 
are options to name just a few. But instead of doing 
this, on the contrary, it has levied 18 percent GST on 

sanitisers and increased taxes on all other essential 
items that people now use to keep the virus away or do 
away with the chances of contracting Covid-19 

infections.  

Price rise has been skyrocketing all the way through 
this pandemic. The main reason is that the petrol and 
diesel prices have been soaring high and high in spite 

of continuous fall in its prices in the international 

ONCE AGAIN ON FASCISM IN INDIA, 

ITS LATEST TRAJECTORY  
Shekhar 
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market. It has therefore clearly no plan to save the life 
of Covid-19 patients or at least stop the spread of 

Covid-19 infection, nor does it seem to be its priority. 
It's priorities are different and they are visible, namely, 
construction of Mandir at Ayodhya, toppling Congress 

led State governments, anyhow winning the upcoming 
State Assembly elections in Bihar and Bengal, selling 
PSUs to his Indian and foreign big bourgeoisie friends 

(read masters), launching assaults on working class in 
the form of amendments in various labour laws or 
suspending them for years in detriment to the interests 
of the working class unorganized and organized both 

and finally arresting intellectuals who raise their voice 
against human rights violations or in favor of people's 
interests. In the long list of those who are languishing 

in jails as under trials has been added another name, an 
associate profession of English in Delhi University Dr 
Hany Babu MT. The story is the same. NIA has 
implicated him charging him with being an accomplice 

in the same infamous Bhima Kore gaon case violence 
and conspiracy. The fact is however that the only 
violence and conspiracy that people could see in 

Bhima Koregaon was the violence unleashed on Dalits 
in the leadership of Bhinde and Ekbote. But the 
government and the NIA seem to have no interest in 

them for the aim is to use it as pretext to unleash attack 
on those intellectuals who the Modi Government feels 
are potential threat to his unfettered fascist rule. Any 
prestigious intellectual who has also the courage to 

fight for democratic and human rights of the poor, the 
workers and all those who fight for them and raise 
fingers on the governments, expose the fascists plan 

and rouse the people either with his poems, literature, 
legal-intellectual prowess or hard work are now being 
targeted. With the reactionary and extremely 

poisonous mass campaign on and around Hindu-
Muslim hate rhetoric has paid huge dividend in terms 
of blunting of people's mind and response to a 
government that is totally anti-people.  

WHAT IS VISIBLE IN ALL THESE? WHAT MAKES THE 

SENSE OF ALL THESE?  

Modi himself, even personally, now does not seem to 

even bother for his 'own' people, let alone Covid-19 
related people's woes. Like a true reactionary and 
penchant lover of the big bourgeois interests, he even 

doesn't seem to fear or worried for the loss of 
confidence of its own support base, to be precise. He 
seems to have stopped worrying even about the 

middle-cum-upper class, his puppet and most trusted 
followers. He is also now least interested in addressing 
the lower middle class or petty bourgeoisie, let alone 
the poor, working class and peasantry who have been 

at his target from the very beginning. We find that even 
the people of his own support base also often don't find 

proper medical care now for Covid-19 infections or 
other serious illness due to Covid-19 pandemic and a 
good number of them are dying even without being 

hospitalized. Even junior or middle level ruling BJP 
party leaders are also at the receiving end of this 
shameful saga of continuous perpetration of utter 

neglect and lack of proper medical care that seems to 
have been reserved for a small coterie of his friends 
and masters who are either super rich or top 
indispensable politician. All others have been reduced 

to Atmanirbhar common people.    

Even if we forget, for the moment, other things, this is 
in itself a confirmation that victory of Modi led fascist 
rule is more than imminent and in essence already in 

place. That's why he doesn't fear now even 'his own' 
people's rage, nor does it indicate that he even bothers 
now for any possibility of loss of votes in coming 
2024-elections, if it really so happens to be held. Wht 

is this? This is a symptom, a kind of a body language 
like that of an arrogant fascist ruler and an indication 
that proves that Modi-Amit Shah duo led fascist rule is 

already well established in essence, its tentacles well 
entrenched and democracy well under their feet with 
its veil though still hanging with a very thin thread that 

can be snapped at will and plucked at any time.  

Initially, he respected or needed to respect his support 

base. He needed to pretend doing something for his 
youth support base. Now he even doesn't need to 
enchant them with his pet issues and style. Gradually, 

he seems to have come out of this compulsion, too. For 

future it shows he likes to better base and depend 

on state machinery including judiciary that now 

completely and silently plays to his tune. We can 
clearly see the latest trajectory of the rise of fascism 
here. It tells us about the artifice of the fascists who 
have shown they are very clever and expert in turning 

bourgeois democracy from within into a fascist state. 
They have well demonstrated this in 6 years. Looking 
back, its trajectory or path is easily traceable. First, 

with a large aggressive mass base and his shrewd 
communal-nationalistic campaign combined with 
populism based on false promises (Achchhe din, two 

crores jobs per year, 15 lakhs in everyone's bank 
account, increasing the peasants' income to twice of the 
present income etc) as well as his newly built up image 
of a great Savior and an Avtaar for the shake of the 

country men (read Hindus), he thrust himself on the 
top. With this, he bullied the State machineries (of 
course, the judiciary, too), got the State personnel with 

tactics of carrot and stick to toe what his government 
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thinks or does and fall in line. Thus, the institutions 
were first manipulated and later captured, and now 

after his second thumping win in 2019, with the help 
of the same State machineries, he is ready and prepared 
to bully his own support base if they are to become 

opponent and come on the roads against his 
governments. He has also carved out of his support 
base a very strong contingent of paid supporters turned 

goons with the help of RSS and its affiliates that can 
now act and are acting as a fascist militia and are 
entrenched all over from mass media to every walk of 
life. What is apparent now is that the Modi government 

is readying for the final make over. It is readying to act 
with the same vengeance even when even his support 
base people in spite of all the poisoning of their minds 

raise their head against him and his rule. With this 
trajectory of rising and tightening of fascist hold on 
erstwhile 'independent' machineries or on the erstwhile 
'democratic institutions', the TV channels and majority 

of print media are naturally more openly tied to him 
serving them by propagating their agenda more 
efficiently, and of course, more nakedly.  

Let us closely see what is happening in the opposition 

bourgeois circles. So far as containing the menace of 
Covid-19, clearly all the governments have opted for 
herd immunity even if it means death of thousands, 

lakhs or even crores of people. This will certainly be 
the reality if the same sheer and criminal neglect as the 
one being perpetrated continues unabated. But most of 
the opposition parties are silent on this. They, from top 

to bottom corrupt as they have been, have been tamed 
by Modi Government successfully by using CBI, ED 
and other government agencies. For the same reason, 

they aren't crying loudly even when the Modi 
government has clearly said it won't give their share of 
GST. They are not even calling for the session of 

Parliament, while Modi government is ruling the 
country by thrusting cabinet decrees and ordinances 
upon the people in the whole country. Now, it seems, 
even the need of ordinance will be finished shortly in 

future. Whatever the people attached with Modi-Shah 
clique duo say will become the law.  Just a few hurdles 
here and there are remaining, though this has already 

become the practice on the ground. Parliament has 
already become irrelevant for the opposition parties, 
too. Yesterday's Supreme Court looks nowhere around 
in action to save the bourgeois constitution, although 

everything is happening openly and blatantly. The 
indiscriminate arresting of those who raise voice have 
sent shivers to all of them. Hope if there is any lies on 

the revolutionary forces but they are also not proving 
equal to the task primarily due to their being 
fragmented on issues that are serious as well as petty. 

The working class is still to become revolutionary and 
it is still suffering with old difficulties of opportunist 

trade unionism based on concession and privilege. 
'Left' parties are raising their voices only too meekly. 
The organised and advance working class, otherwise 

the bulwark of the working class movement, organized 
as they are under the trade union federation of the 
revisionist left, find no other way than to be carried 

along their abjectly surrendering line of least resistance 
to the bourgeois state, thanks to the serious lack of big 
enough intervention from a badly fragmented 
revolutionary left. Bourgeois parties and judiciary are 

no longer in a position to pose challenge to the fascists. 
No, in no way. Today's Supreme court is rather 
ominously with the present fascist dispensation at the 

centre. The modi Government is thus looks well set for 
fulfilling their long-cherished agenda of Hindu 
Rashtra, the Indian variant of fascism. Now though 
their own people, they have petitioned in the Supreme 

Court to remove the word 'secular' and 'socialist' from 
the constitution that were affected by the 42nd 
constitutional amendment.       

Having decided to leave the people to die or live as 

whichever they can afford according to their own 
economic ability, Modi government has got busy in 
inaugurating construction of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya 

next month with the sole aim of trying to once again 
mobilize people and rouse their emotions on religious 
emotional issue and thus whip up communalism to 
poison the atmosphere and get people's attention 

diverted away from Covid-19 related failure and 
particularly from the unprecedented rise in 
unemployment and poverty leading to extreme 

difficult situation for the common people and also to 
his own favour. Modi knows even a part of his support 
base is annoyed at the neglect being shown in fighting 

Covid-19 and may go against him on building Ram 
Temple costing thousands of crores, yet he is ready to 
take risk. He knows his priorities well and at the same 
time not worried even if a tiny section of his support 

base or bhakts get disenchanted and go away from him. 
With the whole state machinery in his control he must 
seldom fear. Now Rafael is another ploy with which 

they can be brought back in the fold.  

It is at the same time busy with madness in toppling 
elected congress-led state governments in different 
states. Last time it did in Madhya Pradesh just on the 
eve of lock down, recently the effort is on in Rajasthan 

which is about to be successful, while Maharashtra is 
on the card. Most of the opposition parties, except a 
few including Congress and TMC, particularly Rahul 

Gandhi and Mamta Banerjee who are still vociferously 
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attacking Modi, have been silenced and they have 
fallen in line. Even Lalu's RJD is said to have been 

roped in through clandestine channels. Though Mamta 
Banernee and Rahul Gandhi are though still at large 
and vocal in opposing Modi, ruling big bourgeoisie 

and imperialist forces are in no way looking in their 
favour and without their support, there is no way to 
topple the Modi regime, neither through parliamentary 

means nor through other clandestine methods. In 
Bihar, Nitish Kumar has no option but to remain with 
BJP even though there is tough tussle going on inside 
the corridor. On the whole the central government 

machinery is single-mindedly working day and night 
in collusion with the BJP to plan for any how 
registering single-handed victories in Bihar and 

Bengal elections so that potential challenge from the 
bourgeois opposition is finished before stepping up 
final assault on democratic rights, democracy as well 
as on communists. Till then, there is no problem 

allowing the veil of democracy hanging and flirting 
just with the wind.    

FEBRUARY 2020 DELHI RIOTS: ISN'T DEMAND OF 

JUSTICE A CRIME NOW, A NEW LAW?   

In terms of scale of violence and complicity of police 
and civil administration, February 2020 Delhi riots are 

nowhere around 2002 Gujarat pogrom and genocide. 
Nonetheless, it is a qualitative jump and must be 
deeply analysed to sum up the trajectory of rise of 

fascism in quite recent times. The qualitative jump lies 
in and can be traced while analysing post-riot police 
actions. The same qualitative jump can be seen in 

Bhima Koregano case, too. But it was then in 
embryonic form. Now if one analyse what happened 
and is still happening in terms of police actions in the 
name of investigation after the riots and then reflect 

upon what is happening in Bhima Koregano case, then 
the above-mentioned qualitative jump in comparison 
to 2002 Gujarat pogram can be easily seen. Let us 

discuss in the light of the Minority committee fact 
finding Report has recently come. The fact-finding 
committee was constituted with a mandate, among 
others, to also investigate the role of police.  

The Report confirms what has been said above. The 

post-February Delhi riots police actions in the name of 
investigation clealy show that the demand of justice is 
a crime now and judiciary also follows this new law. 

What I want to emphasize again that this is again a 
symptom of a winning fascism. The Report says in its 
introduction - 'The report is fairly comprehensive and 

even-handed but due to the non-cooperation of Delhi 
Police, the fact-finding committee could not present a 

more comprehensive and incisive report' (italics 
added). The open admission of the Minority 

Commission that Delhi police hasn't co-operated is an 
eye opener. Isn't it?  

But the question is, who cares? There is none in the 
state who will care. Not even the judiciary. The 

chairman of the fact finding committee Mr M R 
Shamshad (who is also the advocate-on-record in the 
supreme court) again repeats the same thing in his 
foreword - 'I must record that had the Delhi Police 

provided the required information, as had been 
requested by DMC and the fact-finding committee, the 
report would have been much more comprehensive.' 

(italics added). After all, on whose direction is the 
Delhi police showing this level of temerity? Why is the 
Delhi police looking so invincible today that it 

disobeys a constitutional body like the Minority 
Commission and still goes scot free without any legal 
proceeding initiated either from the executive or from 
the Judiciary? In 2002, there as Vajpayee who talked 

of Rajdharma. There were High Hourts and a Supreme 
Court that were not as blind as they are at the present. 
Such an open and a high level of temerity that 

continues the whole period the fact-finding committee 
worked could not have been shown then, it was for 
sure.  

Mentioning from Failure of the police administration 
in particular to protect life and property as well as 

Refusal/delay/obfuscation in registration of FIRs, the 
Report writes explains in detail that Delhi Police 
during and after the riots also 'did not exercise powers 

to disperse unlawful assemblies, or take measures to 
apprehend, arrest and detain those perpetrating 
violence.' Further it says - ''in spite of the serious nature 

of complaints, the police did not act upon FIRs filed. 
In some cases, police refused to register an FIR unless 
the complainant omitted names of the accused. The 
helpdesk registered complaints where accused were 

shown as 'unknown' but it was difficult to get 
complaints registered where serious allegations were 
made out such as murder, loot and arson and the 

accused were specifically named. Where such 
complaints have been diarised or sent through post or 
other means, there is no confirmation of their being 

registered as FIRs."  

During the riots, when the innocent Muslim men and 
women were attacked, the Report writes explaining the 
details that show that Police were complicit and 
abetted the attacks. It writes - ''where police did act, 

victims state that police stopped their colleagues when 
they attempted to disperse the crowd (a senior would 
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say, 'do not stop them' i.e. the crowd)... in some cases, 
they merely stood as onlookers while the mobs 

engaged in violence. In others, they explicitly gave a 
go-ahead to the perpetrators to continue with their 
rampage (a senior would sady 'do what you want’) … 

a few accounts state how the police and paramilitary 
officials even escorted the mobs safely out of the area 
once the attack was over.'' The Report further 

elaborates - ''A recent detailed report provides 
numerous complaints filed by residents of North East 
Delhi that name senior police officials as leading, 
participating and encouraging targeted violence 

against Muslims."  

But this is not the difference from what happened in 
Gujarat. Actual difference shines when the Report says 
that - "victims themselves have been arrested, 

especially where they filed complaints against named 
individuals." That is why Muslim complainants have 
been found to be reluctant to visit police stations to 
pursue their complaints. This is simply due to fear that 

if they pursue their complaints before the police to act 
against those named in the FIRs filed by them, they 
will be falsely implicated in different cases. Even 

though the have not pursued, they have been arrested 
in hundreds from all over the riot affected areas as also 
from other areas such as those adjacent to Jamia. Even 

those including 'Hindus' who participated in, led or 
took active part in organizing anti-NRC anti-CAA 
movement are being charged with conspirarcy of riots 
and arrested. In this case it is expected that victims who 

witnessed police involvement or inaction during the 
violence are especially averse to approach the police 
for any remedy. This the Police wanted. The message, 

which is distinguishable enough, is clear and above 
board: Even if fascists or fascist supporters kill you, 
engage in violence, lead attacks, they won't be held 

responsible or punished by the State. Today, it is 
largely the Muslims, tomorrow it will be Hindus, too. 
So make no complaints if they beat you, kill your 
family, unleash violence. 

 However, the message is even more pernicious than 

what has been said just above. What is that? The most 
pernicious message is that 'if you demand or fight for 
justice, it means you tend to disturb and hurt the fascist 

government and on account of this they may unleash 
violence upon you for which not those who perpetrates 
the violence but you will be held responsible and pay 
the price and no institution will come to your help.' 

Isn't it a loud proof that makes sense with this fact that 
fascists are now invincible in this bourgeois set up that 
has been captured by them internally years ago and 

externally after 2019 and that there remains now no 
check and balance mechanism in the country?      

Let us come bact to the fact-finding committee Report. 

It further writes – "Almost all the North East Delhi 
violence-related cases that Police are investigating are 
based on the premise that riots were planned by anti-

CAA protesters to coincide with the US President 
Donald Trump’s visit to India in the third week of 
February." But is it true in the face of facts? Not at all. 
The first reference to the forthcoming Trump visit was 

published in India on 13 January while the alleged 
meeting of the “conspirators” as claimed by police 
itself is to have been held on 8 January 2020! Then 

how come the above police claim is justified? The facts 
go against the police story. But, yet again, who cares? 
Judiciary, too, didn't take note of it. On the other hand, 

the speech of Kapil Mishra was made on 23 February 
2020. Other speeches and statements made by BJP 
leaders and ministers (including Amit Shah) inciting 
violence against anti-CAA protesters were made after 

13th January 2020, the date on which the first reference 
to the forthcoming Trup Visit was published. But they 
all have been glady ignored by the Delhi police 

investing the case and conveniently glossed over by the 
courts where the police actions have been challenged. 

Let us see another example of the open high 
handedness of the Delhi Police right in front of the 
judiciary occurs and how the court remains silent. This 

happened when the Delhi Police openly refused to 
disclose the names of the persons arrested/detained as 
stated in its status report submitted to the High Court 

of Delhi in the matter of Brinda Karat vs. Government 
of NCT of Delhi and Others (dated 17 June 2020). That 
it contravenes and violates Section 41C CrPC which 

mandates that the names and addresses of all arrested 
persons, along with the names and designations of 
arresting officers, are to be displayed on the notice 
board of every district Police Control Room is just one 

thing. What is indicative of a greater design is that the 
high court takes no notice of it and allows the police to 
act freely like this.  

But this is not the end of this shameful story.  

Police even didn't respond to the queries of the fact-
finding committee of the Minority commission. The 
Report says - "The Delhi Commission for Minorities 
issued a notice (No. 2020/254) under Section 10(h) of 
the DMC Act, on 18.03.2020 requiring List of 
detainees since 23rd of February, 2020, Police station-
wise copies of FIRs and Complaints not converted into 
FIRs." But as can be expected it received no response 
whatsoever from the Delhi Police and none took care 
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of this. The Report says – ''The Commission received 
no response to this till compilation of this report."  

The Commission sent another letter (ref. 2020/259 
dated 18 March 2020) raising concerns over arrests by 
Delhi Police being done arbitrarily, based on media 
reports and complaints being received by the 
Commission. The DCP North East, Delhi Police, vide 
letter dated 13 April 2020, denied the allegations, 
giving no details, and stated that arrests were being 
done according to procedure and investigation was 
being conducted fairly and impartially. And so, he 
denied giving the list to the fact-finding committee for 
scrutiny! Strange as it is, it is clear that the police is 
clearly acting above everything and arrogantly without 
any fear. But, let us continue with the report. This is 
not the end.  

The Fact-Finding Committee therefore decided to 
directly approach and even meet the top most brass of 
Delhi Police. The copy of the e-mail sent to DCP north 
east Delhi was also sent to the Commissioner of Police, 
Delhi on 11.06.2020 seeking the information of all the 
charge sheets filed till date and seeking an appointment 
at the earliest possible convenient dates. The Fact-
Finding Committee also attached a detailed list of 
information that it required from the police in the 
previous days. In this connection, the reports say - ''Up 
to the date of completion of this report, the fact-finding 
Committee has not received any response from the 
Delhi Police." Yet again who cares? Finally, the 
Committee had to collect copies of various FIRs from 
the victims who were willing to share them with us. 
However, many of them 'preferred not to share the 
FIRs due to fear of reprisals.' The message is clearly 
written on the wall, even if don't want to read it. Indian 
state has turned fascist. Yet it is different from the 
German type. It means it is even murkier.   

WILL THOSE IN JAILS WILL BE THERE TILL THE 

FASCISTS ARE OUT? PERHAPS YES. 

With the latest round of public outcry over the demand 
of release of seriously ailing Varvara Rao, a 
revolutionary poet of repute, and its subsequent failure 
in securing his release even on bail, a serious inner 
thought is boiling in the minds of all of us. Will those 
Progressive, revolutionary, liberal and even 
democratic minded Intellectuals, advocates and human 
right activists have to languish in jails now, even 
without a trial? The most obvious answer is yes. 
possibly yes. Booked as they are new amended UAPA, 
there is only one way that they can be released or 
acquitted i.e. only if the government itself so wants and 
allows him to get released. There is possibly other way.   

So, from here also does come a clear message. The 
kind of apathy is telling of the fascistic nature of the 

state. The state machinery recently dealt with little 
sympathy and concern the question of release of 
Varvara Rao even on severe health issues. Even 
medical attention was given when a public outcry was 
made. It tells that the bourgeois state has been 
restructured on fascist line. The recent happenings of 
Suo Moto contempt case against noted lawyer Prashant 
Bhushan is also too open a message to hide this 
restructuring under a veil. Under these conditions, the 
hope of release of intellectuals and human rights 
activist including Anand Teltumbde, a reputed Dalit 
intellectual, is almost nil. Even the Rajasthan affair is 
telling that the law protectors themselves would now 
have no respect for law. Disrespect for law is the new 
law. With the whole machinery under control who will 
fight for this disrespect of law.  Even the Supreme 
Court is not respecting its own earlier verdicts. The 
Supreme Court doing justice looks like an aberration 
now. But then the executive is not bothered for such 
small aberrations here and there. The best way to deal 
with such aberrations by the Modi government is not 
to heed to them in case they are challenging in any way 
or take recourse to the sealed envelope model of justice 
brought in vogue by the last CJI. The government or 
the executive will send a report of its compliance in a 
sealed envelope and the court will accept it. No fuss 
and justice is also delivered. And mind it, this is not a 
mere assumption. It is happening. And don't forget, the 
courts, even the Supreme Court once, are suggested not 
to 'err' by giving decision that 'people' cannot agree and 
implement. Over the time, the courts have understood 
the advice and have decided not to 'err' 

Fascism has thus taken control of almost everything in 
this country. Majority of inner structures i.e. pillars, as 
they are called, of bourgeois democracy has either 
crumbled or captured and their shapes remolded. Only 
a revolution can rescue it now. And any revolution 
worth its name, the one which is a true people's 
revolution, decisively led as it will be by the proletariat 
and the toilers, will not just rescue the bourgeoisie 
democracy, it will rescue democracy from the shackles 
of the bourgeoisie, too. The revolution that will 
overthrow the fascists crushing them completely will 
make the society free of all the old exploitative 
vestiges and muck of ages so that fascist is defeated 
once and for ever. This will usher all of us in a 
completely new age, a new society led by the 
proletariat. Sooner or later, only this is going to be 
ultimate fate in case the society and for that sake the 
whole humanity wants to rescue itself from the 
clutches of fascism. Down with fascism! Down with 
the rule of the big bourgeois!   
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“Two crore jobs to youth every year, pucca houses 

to all by 2022, black money worth several lakh 

crore rupees to be brought back from Swiss banks 

resulting, eventually, in deposit of Rs.15 lakh to 

each and every account and no one needs to pay 

taxes for several years, better medical facilities to 

all, EK BHARAT SHRESTHA BHARAT..bla bla 

bla..”  The shrieking words still echo in psyche as 

the frenzy created before 2014 Lok Sabha polls 

while these promises were made every day in 

every meeting that too at deafening ferocious pitch 

with equally aggressive body language and 

rhythmic hand-eye movement with superlative 

performance. Gullible masses, tired of massive 

corruption during UPA regime and riding on the 

high tide of nationalistic jingoism, thronged the 

polling stations in hordes and surprised even the 

BJP with the election results. Frenzy was at this 

level that any voice of caution from any quarter 

that this is a plot hatched by the big ticket 

Corporate- money to turn to Fascism as a last 

resort to overcome the terminating crises of the 

capitalist system loaded with with several 

comorbidities, was ridiculed and jeered. The net 

outcome of the ‘6 high performing years’ is before 

the nation. Examination of this ‘performance’ of 

the ‘nationalistic government’ on the front of 

petrol-diesel-domestic gas front is the subject 

matter of this write up. 

CRUDE OIL AT ITS LOWEST, PETROL-DIESEL AT 

ITS HIGHEST 

Quite unbelievable is happening in the volatile 

world these days. West Texas Intermediate (WTI), 

the world oil price benchmark fell below zero for 

the first time in history closing at -$37.63 a barrel 

on Monday, 27th April 2020. Deadly pandemic 

novel Covid-19 has turned the world economy 

upside down and the severity of crises led prices 

of crude fall into negative!! Markets down, no 

demand whatsoever and ensuing oil price war 

among OPEC led by Saudi Arabia, Russia and US 

resulted in over supply of over 10 million barrels 

per day throwing the storage capacities haywire, 

eventually, resulting in unprecedented negative 

rates which means ‘you take possession of the oil 

and also take money’!! Can anyone believe this!! 

And see, what’s happening here in incredible 

India? Prices of diesel, petrol and cooking gas are 

rising almost daily. Crude oil price graph of last 74 

years makes very interesting reading. Even if we 

ignore that never before nose drive oil price in 

April 2020, the average crude oil prices in the 

international oil market are at unbelievably low 

levels. “The Indian crude oil basket, consequently 

plunged to a multi-decade low of just $19.9 per 

barrel for the month (of May) from $33.36 in 

March and $64.31 in January”, writes Indian 

Express. Even then, government justified huge 

hike in excise duty in the month of May. In case 

the rulers have succeeded in regimenting the 

thought process by sustained programming by the 

cocktail of communalism, fanatic national 

jingoism and obscurantist non sensical ideas, 

anything can be justified!! “The king can get it’s 

failures celebrated if the subjects are stupid” 

sarcastically commented Harishankar Parasain, a 

distinguished litterateur and celebrated satirist. 

This, exactly, is the reason that present 

government is trying it’s best and investing a lot of 

resources to keep the toiling masses at that level, 

away from the hard, cruel reality and they have 

succeeded in that design to great extent up to now 

at least. This is the reason why Ram Mandir frenzy 

is not allowed to subside. This strategy cannot, 

however, succeed all the times and the rage of the 

masses will multiply and will get unbearable to the 

tricksters once masses get awakened and come to 

know the hard reality, that goes without saying. 

“No one can fool all the people all the time”. 

Sometimes it is the tiniest spark that lights the 

biggest fires.   
 

RISE AGAINST LOOT BY DIESEL-PETROL-GAS PRICE 

RISE 
S V Singh 

 

 

https://oilprice.com/Energy/Crude-Oil/Could-Brent-Crude-Oil-Prices-Ever-Fall-Into-Negative-Territory.html#:~:text=The%20negative%20prices%20are%20the,spread%20of%20the%20novel%20coronavirus.
https://www.macrotrends.net/1369/crude-oil-price-history-chart
https://www.macrotrends.net/1369/crude-oil-price-history-chart
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WE ARE PAYING THE HIGHEST TAX ON FUEL IN 

THE WORLD 

Tax component in diesel petrol prices confirms 

that present NDA government has made over 

Rs.14.66 lakh crore during 6 years of its rule by 

taxing people for diesel and petrol alone while 

crude oil prices have reached unprecedented low 

levels. Cost of petrol including ocean freight + 

refinery processing + refinery margins + OMC 

margin + freight cost + logistics, ready to be sent 

to petrol pumps comes to Rs. 32.98 per liter and 

cost of diesel after similar deductions comes to Rs. 

31.83 as on 1st July 2020. Market price exceeds 

250% of this. Please see, how the loot goes on: 

   

Diesel is a basic fuel and any hike in its price has 

a certain cascading effect at almost all items 

consumed by the poor people.  All India Study on 

Sectorial Demand of Diesel & Petrol provides 

details of Sector wise diesel consumption  in our 

country. According to this, sector wise 

consumption is like this; Goods transport vehicles 

consume 37.88%, agriculture 13.00%, gen sets 

10.51%. Except 13.15% of the total consumption 

which is the total share of cars and private utility 

vehicles, all other items of consumption have 

direct bearing on prices of essential commodities 

that is the reason we are witnessing continuous 

surge in price rise across the board. Goods 

transport and public transport by train, bus, 

naturally and necessarily follow suit whenever 

diesel prices are increased even a bit. Here, we 

witness that the diesel prices have shot up more 

starkly than even petrol prices. There used to be a 

gap between diesel and petrol prices of about 12-

15 rupees per liter. Both of these are selling at the 

same price now!   

 

The cost comparison of these fuel products with 

even our neighboring countries uncovers the real 

face of Modi government. How ruthlessly are they 

fleecing the people they claim to care? 

           

As per India Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement 

(ISLFTA) -1993, India exports Petroleum 

products and other items to Sri Lanka at duty free 

basis. As per information provided under RTI Act 

2005, Government of India is exporting refined 

 Tax in 
Nov 2014 

Tax in Aug 
2017 

Tax in 
July 2020 

Excise 
duty on 
Petrol 

Rs.9.20 

per litre 

Rs.21.48 

per litre 

Rs.32.98 

per litre 

Excise 
duty on 
Diesel 

Rs.3.46 

per litre 

Rs.17.33 

per litre 

Rs.31.83 

per litre 

VAT on 
basic 

price on 
Petrol 

20% 27% 30% 

VAT on 
basic 

price on 
Diesel 

12.5% 

16.75% + 
25 paise 

cess 
30% 

What Our 
Neighbours Pay 

For One Litre Of Petrol 

Pakistan INR 57.83 

Sri Lanka INR 64.12 

Nepal INR 68.30 

Bangladesh INR 73.06 

https://www.mycarhelpline.com/index.php?option=com_latestnews&view=detail&n_id=417&Itemid=10
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/nda-government-earned-rs-11-lakh-crore-oil-tax-revenue-in-last-4-5-years/articleshow/66885584.cms?from=mdr
https://www.ppac.gov.in/WriteReadData/Reports/201411110329450069740AllIndiaStudyonSectoralDemandofDiesel.pdf
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/why-indian-government-exports-petrol-at-half-the-price-we-pay-1321786-2018-08-23
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petrol to 15 countries at Rs. 34.00 while refined 

diesel is exported to 29 countries at Rs.37.00 per 

litre. So, government of Sri Lanka is purchasing 

petrol @Rs.34.00 and diesel @37.00 per litre even 

than it is sold petrol @64.12 per litre there!!  

Resorting to the same OIC (Opportunity In 

Calamity) Rule, Government snatched an amount 

of Rs.1.6 lakh crore in a single stroke from the 

pockets of the common people by hiking excise 

duty on petroleum products on 6th May 2020 in the 

thick of the deadly pandemic of Covid-19. It is to 

be noted here that they had fetched Rs.43000 core 

by increasing excise duty on 15th March 2020 also. 

India under Modi, although, claimed to make India 

a Vishwaguru in economic development, 

technological advancement, glory and failed 

miserably on each and every parameter of human 

development. It is climbing down drastically on 

every parameter of needs of the toiling masses like 

hunger, public health etc., eventually, attained 

number one position in squeezing maximum taxes 

from the hungry and destitute people by way of tax 

hike on petroleum products. India has the highest 

tax on fuel in the whole world. Modi government 

has increased taxes on fuel five times since it came 

to power in 2014 and justified the slogan Modi hai 

to mumkin hai (anything is possible if Modi is 

there).  

Air Turbine Fuel: Government has slashed price 

of ATF by 23% in accordance to the fall in the rate 

of crude oil in international market! The fuel used 

in the airplanes is costing one-third of the price of 

petrol used in two wheelers!! Poor of India are 

paying for petrol 3 times more than the rich!! See, 

how much these ‘nationalists’ care for the poor!! 

NDA government wholeheartedly cares for those 

who travel by air. Nation witnessed this during the 

historic migration too when hungry and destitute 

migrant workers were marching from one corner 

of the country to the other on foot and dying on the 

way while special flights were arranged for those 

struck up abroad. 

Petrol Cess: Since no one in the country is taking 

any notice of this extortion and people seem to 

have been ‘digesting’ the shock as they are not 

coming out on the road to force the government to 

stop this blatant loot in the name of diesel petrol 

prices; state governments are also out to hunt and 

load fuel cess over anything in their command. No 

one is caring for any other consideration but to 

fleece the people at whatever rate governments 

want. For example, Haryana Government is 

loading Rs.955 over an electricity bill for domestic 

consumption of Rs.19000.00. 

SPIRALLING PRICES OF COOKING GAS 

In 2014 when Modi Government usurped power 

driving the people into dreamland of making India 

a mighty power to lead humanity to pinnacle of 

glory. Hungry and destitute people got hypnotized 

as the claims were orchestrated day and night and 

marketed via sold out electronic media at high 

pitch leaving even the Goebbels far behind. When 

all slipped into slumber, their jobs were emptied. 

The un-subsidized domestic cooking LPG gas 

cylinder was costing Rs.220 in Delhi in 2014 when 

Modi government took oath to ‘serve the nation 

and uphold the constitution’. BJP government had 

before that launched several protests in whole of 

the country against that ‘unbearable’ cost by 

taking empty cylinders on their head. The same 

cylinder is now costing a cool Rs.858.5 in Delhi 

but luckily for BJP, no one is protesting as 

hysterically as they were doing. Cost of LPG gas 

cylinder is increased so many times since 2014 

that it is not possible to keep track and count the 

number.    

PROTEST MASS MOVEMENTS AGAINST THIS 

BRAZEN LOOT 

India: ‘Bleed India’: Kochi in Kerala witnessed a 

unique movement against fuel price hike, very 

appropriately termed as ‘Bleed India’. “The 

continuous price hike of petrol and diesel is 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/central-government-to-get-rs-1-6-lakh-crore-from-record-excise-duty-hike-on-petrol-diesel/articleshow/75574385.cms
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-now-has-the-highest-taxes-on-fuel-in-the-world/75590141
https://energy.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/oil-and-gas/india-now-has-the-highest-taxes-on-fuel-in-the-world/75590141
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/aviation-fuel-price-cut-23-costs-one-third-of-petrol-diesel/articleshow/75514470.cms?from=mdr
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy/oil-gas/aviation-fuel-price-cut-23-costs-one-third-of-petrol-diesel/articleshow/75514470.cms?from=mdr
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/lpg-cylinder-prices-hiked-sharply-check-latest-rates-here-11581480510699.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/kochi/2020/jun/28/kochi-witnesses-innovative-protest-against-fuel-price-hike-2162397.html
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breaking the back of the common people. Though 

its impact is visible across every sector, all are 

silently bearing the pain. Until we mark our 

dissent, nothing is going to change”, said U. S. 

Aashin, coordinator of the movement in which 

people donated blood at 150 blood banks under 

IMA. All Kerala Wheelchair Rights Federation 

(AKWRF), an organization of differently abled 

people too organized a dharna at Rajendra Maidan. 

Protest movements are taking place across the 

country in spite of the deadly pandemic of Covid-

19 but these are nowhere at the level required to 

force this insensitive government to roll back the 

hike in petrol, diesel, gas prices. Modi 

Government has developed total immunity to such 

protest movements of public feelings and going 

ahead unabated with tightening the screw every 

day pursuing its favorite slogan TCIO ‘Turn 

Calamity into Opportunity’. There was a massive 

‘Tractor March’ in Ludhiana against diesel price 

hike. 

DIESEL-PETROL SMUGGLING WITHIN STATES 

It is not that only the central government alone is 

looting the people by continuously increasing the 

VAT on diesel-petrol prices. State government are 

out to milch the people as much as possible. Petrol 

pump dealers in Punjab are going on strike on 29th 

July. They demand that Punjab government has 

levied more VAT than neighboring states resulting 

in smuggling of diesel and petrol from low tax 

states into Punjab. It is virtually free for all, 

squeeze as much as you can. State governments 

already on the brink of bankruptcy because of 

introduction of GST are hunting on the masses to 

get their salaries paid. Actually, this is the main 

reason that no bourgeois party is launching any 

movement against this open loot as they are also 

doing the same wherever they are the ruling party. 

This situation has uncovered the hypocrisy of the 

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) as well. State VAT in 

Delhi is no less than that is in Haryana or UP. This 

is stopping them to create a drama of protest 

movement against exorbitant fuel prices in UP, 

Haryana & Punjab. Even the Left Front 

government in Kerala is not left behind in 

increasing the VAT on diesel, petrol prices. Petrol 

is costing Rs.80.9 per liter in Kerala where as it is 

costing Rs.77.39 in Haryana. So, with what face, 

CPI & CPIM can unleash strong mass movements 

against this gross injustice when their own hands 

are drenched in dust of looted money?? These 

‘communists’ also did not exercise option to 

mobilize masses against unjust GST that 

empowers union government to keep state 

government at their mercy and not to loot them. As 

per report published in The Hindu dated July 29 

2020, finance secretary has told the parliament 

committee on GST that they shall not pay state 

government’s share from the GST collections. 

When parliament committee members from the 

opposition parties cried, ‘will the central 

government renegade’ the finance secretary 

replied coolly, ‘there is a provision in the GST law 

itself that the central government can refuse to pay 

the state’s share of GST if GST collections fall 

below threshold level’. All the parliamentary 

parties including CPI, CPIM had supported GST 

bill which was declared in the midnight with 

banging of bigul!! No bourgeois or social 

democratic party who aspire to serve bourgeoisie 

can, therefore, launch any genuine mass 

movement over this issue now. They can only put 

up a show of protest to hoodwink the masses. 

Toiling people are getting crushed because of this 

reason. Revolutionary forces are scattered, 

demotivated if not demoralized and seem to be in 

‘let these times pass mood’. They are failing to 

find a mechanism to come together under a 

platform nation- wide. Ruling class is upbeat and 

hell bent to take advantage of the situation to the 

maximum. This is the real tragedy. 

Iran: Ayatullah Khomeini Government of Iran 

declared its new Fuel Policy in Nov 2019 under 

which a strict rationing was imposed on fuel 

consumption and prices of petrol, diesel and 

gasoline were hiked by 70%. This enraged the 

masses and they unleashed country wide militant 

protests. Besides calling the government to take 

the unjust price hike back, another prominent 

slogan was, “We don’t want Islamic Republic, 

don’t want, don’t want”. Government of Iran 

resorted to brutal power as every fascist 

government does. Security forces who had taken 

position on the top of buildings in Teheran were 

ordered to open fire upon the protesters without 
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warning, to kill them. As many as 230 protesters 

were killed in the gruesome attack. Most of the 

dead had bullet wounds in their head. Instead of 

holding killer security forces accountable for 

genocide, what the religious fanatic, fascist Iran 

government did was mind numbing. It held three 

protesters, Amirhossein Moradi, Mohammed 

Rajabi and Saeed Tamjidi responsible for inciting 

protests and arrested them on the charges of mass 

killings. Courts, displaying their class character 

held trial in camera, convicted them and awarded 

death sentence. The Supreme Court too upheld the 

death sentence and the execution is with held in 

view of mass anger the world over at this kangaroo 

trial. #do_not_execute hashtag is used by people of 

Iran 50 lakh times.  

 

 

 

France: The most sustained, organized and wide 

spread protests against fuel price hike along with 

other austerity measures taken by Macron 

Government were witnessed in France. These 

protests were named ‘Yellow Vest’ and ‘gilets 

jaunes’ as the protesters used to put on yellow 

vests as these vests are widely used by French 

motorists in order to use gilets jaunes fuel for their 

cars which is less heavily taxed. These protests 

commenced on 17.11.2018 and continued on 

every week end since then. At least 4 protesters 

have died and thousands have been injured and 

arrested but the protest continued and is still 

continuing. This, ultimately, forced the French 

government to take back the tax hike over fuel in 

France.  

Chile: “It’s not 30 pesos, it’s 30 years” slogan 

took this Latin American country by storm of mass 

protests against subway fare hike and hike in fuel 

prices. It means that it is not a meagre 30 peso 

(Chilean currency, equivalent to $ 0.03) price hike 

in subway fare that we are protesting but it is the 

30 years of neo liberal policies that we can’t 

tolerate and want to overturn. Chile had not 

witnessed such a massive wave of protest since the 

bloody days of dictator Pinochet. Chilean 

President, Sebastian Pinera who had shortly before 

this social unrest declared his country “an oasis of 

stability” declared state of emergency and 

imposed curfew. Protesters defied curfew 

heroically and forced the government to roll back 

the hike. People’s anger was still not calmed as 

they demand complete roll back of the neo-liberal 

policies. Protests started in Oct 2019 and 

continued in 2020. It is this pandemic of Covid19 

that came to the rescue of Pinera Government. 

Alejandra Parra of Environmental Rights Action 

Network described that Chile’s Citizens 

Movement foiled the scheme that “was formulated 

in the middle of the dictatorship and designed to 

place in private hands public services such as 

health, education and pensions and basic rights 

such as water.” 

Ecuador: Public anger against the hike in fuel 

prices in Ecuador in Oct 2019 was so ferocious 

that all the streets in national capital were shut 

down and protesting people stormed the National 

Assembly building and President Lenin Moreno 

had to move his government out of the capital after 

declaring emergency. At least 7 persons were shot 

down by the security forces and 1152 were injured 

but the government was forced to reduce fuel 

prices.  

FUEL TRADE WAR LED TO PRESENT US-CHINA 

TRADE WAR 

The capitalist crisis is getting aggravated and 

unresolvable by each passing day. No markets are 

left to be explored. Capitalist vultures are left to 

fight each other for the remaining market to sell 

their produce and ironically, for capitalism, 

production capacity is increased manifold by the 

technology. More than half of the world’s 7.8 

billion population is pauperized by the inherent 

rule of capitalism so the core DIG (Disposable 

Amirhossein Moradi, Mohammed Rajabi and 
Saeed Tamjidi were sentenced to death for 

protesting against the government 

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/06/iran-230-killed-november-protests-petrol-price-hike-200601144536121.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-53417228
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-46460445
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/10/14/heres-why-raising-gas-prices-leads-violent-protests-like-ecuadors/
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Income Group) is getting smaller and smaller by 

each passing day at the cost of handful of 

capitalists-imperialists who are sitting on the 

mountain of capital. Avenues of investment are 

evaporating. A look at India’s Wealth Pyramid  

makes an interesting reading. We have a very thick 

bottom. Among 83.49 crore of total adult 

population of our country, earnings in a year of 

77.07 crore Indians which is 63.1% of the total 

population is less than $10000. On the other hand, 

total 760 individuals of our country own an 

average of $100 million. This means that this 

segment of 63.1% is virtually out of the market for 

the corporates purpose except some agricultural 

commodities that are essential to keep them alive. 

These products are somehow produced by them 

either by themselves on their tiny piece of land or 

by selling their labor time in the market. Even that 

is getting difficult as hunger is spreading fast not 

only in countryside but even in slums in cities. 

This is the solid proletariat class from whom 

everything has been squeezed by the capitalist 

system of production but it lost 63.1% of their 

market simultaneously. The Indian DIG able to 

purchase other than essentials, therefore, is only 6 

crore. Similarly, 70% of the world population earn 

less than $10000 an year surviving somehow on 

bare essentials or meeting their slow death. Human 

body is such that it strives for survival. Even if a 

person is half hungry, he/ she will not die instantly 

but meet a slow death after falling sick and life 

span will be shortened. 

The most tragic part of the whole story is that 

capitalism too is unable to survive even after 

driving 70% of the human population to hunger 

and destitution. The more the hunger spreads the 

lesser gets the size of the market for capitalist 

vultures to earn profit. This sinister process is 

getting aggravated by each passing day and that is 

the reason we witness bitter trade wars, danger of 

actual bloody war like in previous century is also 

looming large. It is only that the measure of 

destruction may get unimaginably catastrophic, 

may engulf the whole earth now as almost all the 

countries of the world own nuclear weapons, that 

is holding back this planet from total destruction. 

“If Oil Supplies Are Cut Off; How Much Oil Does 

China Have?”, reads cover page of the June 15, 

2019 issue of China Petroleum & Petrochemical 

reports Centre for Global Energy Policy. Present 

all out trade war between US & China is preceded 

by the World Oil Trade War. Dangerous arms built 

up in South China Sea is result of that. US has a 

nasty record of arm twisting the unfavorable 

countries to submission by blocking oil supplies in 

sea routes by using brute naval forces in sea 

around the world. China fears the same as its 

domestic oil production is not adequate to fulfill 

its needs.  US imperialists know that China has put 

a formidable challenge to their world hegemony. 

US also stands exposed and the whole world 

witnessed the recklessness of its public health 

system. Their handling of the pandemic has been 

the worst. In the election year, Trump desperately 

needs a scapegoat.  Chinese ‘communists-turn-

capitalist-imperialists are shrewder and more 

ruthless in exploiting labor power as they are 

keeping the cover of communism intact. China has 

turned itself into a furnace type of society where 

owners of the means of production are also owners 

of the trade unions. Workers in China are 

subjected to the worst type of exploitation 

https://www.livemint.com/Money/HJkSWsigdz6Xvkg8wpr6jK/Where-are-you-in-Indias-wealth-distribution.html
https://www.theguardian.com/money/2015/oct/13/half-world-wealth-in-hands-population-inequality-report
https://energypolicy.columbia.edu/sites/default/files/file-uploads/ChinaTradeWar_CGEP_Commentary_111519.pdf
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resulting in the cost of production to minimum. No 

other country can keep the prices at their level. It 

is only the fuel trade where China can be cornered 

and US doesn’t want that leverage slip out of its 

hand. Both US and China are breathing fire in the 

South China Sea and no one should be surprised if 

actual war breaks out in Asia.   

FUEL PRICE HIKE BURNT DOWN SEVERAL BRUTAL 

REGIMES TO ASHES 

Modern economies depend on fuel to such an 

extent that it has become a vital commodity that 

has decided fates of the governments. Protests 

against fuel price hike have uprooted well 

entrenched rulers in past also. Thirty two year old 

dreaded regime of a bloody dictator, butcher of 

millions of innocent people of Indonesia, a mass 

killer of communists, a hated human right violator, 

responsible for the deaths of 2,00,000 East 

Timorees, Suharto came crashing down on 21 May 

1998 as a result of heroic protests against oil price 

rise in Indonesia by the university students over 

there. On 12 May, 1998, four students were shot 

dead at Trishakti University during a peaceful 

demonstration against whole sale corruption and 

fuel price hike and this proved as a spark that 

ignited a volcano. Students came out in great 

numbers from all over the country, flying flags 

half-mast and saying prayers for their dead 

comrade. The fire, then, engulfed the whole nation 

which led to the fall of the most cruel and hated 

regime humanity has witnessed till date. Saffron 

Revolution (named after saffron color robes worn 

by Buddhist monks) of 2007 was a series of 

economic and political protests and 

demonstrations that took place during August, 

September and October 2007 in Myanmar. The 

protests were triggered by the decision of the 

national military government to remove subsidies 

on the sale price of fuel. Entire subsidy on fuel was 

withdrawn resulting in increase of diesel and 

petrol prices by 66% to 100% and the price of 

compressed natural gas by 500% in less than a 

week. Country wide protests were led by students, 

political activists comprising large number of 

women and also by Buddhist monks that became 

campaign of non-violent resistance. While the 

protesters remained non-violent, the brutal 

military regime resorted to firing upon the 

peaceful demonstrators resulting in at least 35 

deaths and grave injuries to thousands of people. 

This fueled the public anger and the so-called 

almighty military dictatorship came crashing 

down which ultimately led to elections and Aung 

Sang Su Chi came to power. She, although, was 

subjected to the long periods of jail terms by 

military junta but is now pursuing the same course. 

Occupy Nigeria is another example that took 

Nigeria by storm on Sunday, 1 January 2012. 

Trigger was the same, removal of fuel subsidy in a 

stroke by Federal Government of Nigeria 

President Goodluck Jonathan. Nigeria is the 

largest oil producer in Africa. President Goodluck 

decided to remove subsidy and increased cost of 1 

liter of gasoline from 65 naira to 141 naira 

virtually overnight as a new year gift on 1st January 

2012 but this decision proved to be a bad luck for 

the President Mr. Goodluck. Feyi Fawehinmi, an 

accountant and analyst, told CNN, the 

government’s abrupt move was like having a 

“tooth pulled without a plier” Furious Nigerians 

first occupied the streets on 9th of January 2012 

and refused to be scared by the presence of armed 

forces in large number. It followed the same 

pattern that happens everywhere in bourgeois 

democracies. Mercenary armed forces were 

ordered to fire upon the unarmed, peaceful 

demonstrators that resulted in unnumbered 

casualties and injuries. This aggravated the 

protests further and the government was forced to 

take back the fuel price hike. “You have not 

removed subsidy, you removed our trust in your 

government” protesters cried in chorus. Reuben 

Abati, spokesman for President Goodluck 

Jonathan, told CNN the money saved from 

removing subsidy will fetch 1 trillion naira ($6.13 

billion) which will be spent on improving public 

amenities and build much needed infrastructure 

but protesters refused to be hoodwinked, stood 

their ground firm and kept occupying the Nigerian 

streets till prices were rolled back. 

UNLEASH NATION WIDE MASSIVE PROTEST 

MOVEMENTS AGAINST ATROCIOUS PRICE HIKE IN 

DIESEL, PETROL & GAS PRICES 

https://core.ac.uk/reader/33475148
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saffron_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saffron_Revolution
https://www.csmonitor.com/World/Africa/2012/0116/Occupy-Nigeria-victory-president-to-cut-fuel-prices


THE TRUTH / Issue 4 / August 2020                                                                                                                                                   19 
 

Modi Government has, during its tenure of 6 years, 

increased Petrol prices from Rs.65 to Rs.80 per liter, 

Diesel prices from Rs.60 to Rs.80 per liter and 

cooking gas prices from Rs.200 to Rs.855 per 

cylinder. The crude oil prices during this period are 

down by 300%. It has imposed highest taxes on fuel 

in the whole world and snatched Rs.14.60 lakh crore 

as tax on diesel, petrol from the pockets of the poor 

and destitute people. The loot continues unabated. 

Even after GST was implemented in whole of the 

country on all commodities the government refused 

to include diesel and petrol under GST in order to 

impose VAT at the rate it likes. State governments 

are also inclined not to bring these vital fuel 

commodities under GST regime. This is being done 

clandestinely with the sole motive of extorting 

maximum possible taxes any time at will. Last 

month, fuel prices were increased every day for more 

than 20 days continuously. How much of this 

Rs.14.60 lakh crore money has been spent on public 

welfare is evident before the nation as Corona virus 

infected patients are dying on the roads. Infected 

cases have crossed 16 lakh and more than 35000 

have lost their lives. There are no safety equipment 

available to the doctors resulting in hundreds of 

doctors themselves dying of Covid-19. Hordes of 

pigs are roaming in the hospitals. There are no 

resources to bury the dead with even minimum 

dignity, 4-5 dead bodies are dumped in a pit as the 

incident captured on camera in Karnataka. Even the 

salaries of the doctors are not paid for last 3 months 

at some hospitals. People are dying of hunger all 

around. There is absolutely no concern or sensitivity 

towards crores of people dying of flood in Assam 

and Bihar. Flood water are flooding the hospitals in 

Bihar. Six years is a fairly reasonable period to judge 

any government. No investment is made to augment 

basic health care infra- structure. Entire money 

earned out of fuel price hike, it seems, has gone to 

the tax relief, write off of bad debts and other 

incentives to the corporates. Another part of the 

tragic story is that no bourgeois or social democratic 

party is sincere in mobilizing masses to launch any 

movement. Token protests, rituals of shouting 

slogans and flashing the pictures on the social media 

are not going to make any difference to this most 

insensitive, anti-people Modi government. 

Revolutionary forces are not as weak as is seen on 

the ground. Their problem is that they are scattered 

and are unable to find a mechanism to launch nation 

-wide joint movement. They have no option but to 

shrug off lethargy, rise to the occasion, create a 

national platform of resistance and unleash massive 

protracted ferocious waves of mass movements and 

force this anti people government to roll back this 

unbearable hike in fuel prices and liberate the people 

from yolk of exploitation. 

 
When one individual inflicts bodily injury upon 
another such injury that death results, we call 
the deed manslaughter; when the assailant 
knew in advance that the injury would be fatal, 
we call his deed murder. But when society 
places hundreds of proletarians in such a 
position that they inevitably meet a too early 
and an unnatural death, one which is quite as 
much a death by violence as that by the sword 
or bullet; when it deprives thousands of the 
necessaries of life, places them under 
conditions in which they cannot live – forces 
them, through the strong arm of the law, to 
remain in such conditions until that death 
ensues which is the inevitable consequence – 
knows that these thousands of victims must 
perish, and yet permits these conditions to 
remain, its deed is murder just as surely as the 
deed of the single individual; disguised, 
malicious murder, murder against which none 
can defend himself, which does not seem what 
it is, because no man sees the murderer, 
because the death of the victim seems a natural 
one, since the offence is more one of omission 
than of commission. But murder it remains. 

Friedrich Engels 
‘Conditions of the Working Class in England’ 

(1844-45) 
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It is now more than 4 months since Narendra Modi 

locked the whole of India down claiming to win 

the war against Corona Virus in 21 days by 

‘Breaking the Chain’ like the victory of good over 

evil in 18 days of mythical Mahabharat war. 

Having seen the disaster unfolding in developed 

capitalist countries Modi, true to his 

megalomaniac penchant for taking ‘decisive, 

strong, spectacular’ actions to establish his fascist 

‘strongman’ credentials, had no intention and will 

for the tedious work of mass education for 

scientific ways of prevention of infection through 

adoption of masks and good basic sanitation 

practices, detection/identification of the infected 

through contact tracing and public funded free 

massive virus testing programme, ensuring 

facilities for isolation of the non-critical infected 

for the required period and providing necessary 

medical support for the seriously ill patients.  

All this would have required massive investment 

in public healthcare infrastructure as well as full 

support and protection for all healthcare personnel, 

making it necessary to the extent of taking over all 

private capital owned healthcare businesses in the 

country. But this goes against the interest of the 

ruling capitalist class and their neo-liberal 

economic policies. Hence lockdown was the 

opportune way out for appearing to do massive 

effort to contain the disease while, in fact, leaving 

the people to their own tragic fate stuck in the 

clutches of profit driven private capital owned 

healthcare system. Therefore, this fiat of Modi was 

accompanied by a huge applause from not only the 

capitalist class but also their lackey middle class 

who could afford to confine themselves to their 

well-stocked separate houses or within their 

‘societies’ of apartments behind huge gates 

guarded round the clock by a large army of 

watchmen to keep them secure and isolated from 

the risk of infection from the poor working class 

multitudes living in their filthy and congested 

tenements. So, they welcomed the lockdown by 

clapping, beating of pots and pans, lighting 

candles and bursting crackers. But what was the 

outcome? 

DISASTROUS RESULTS OF GOVT MEASURES 

First and foremost, lockdown snatched away the 

jobs and livelihood of tens of crores of poor 

workers and pushed them to starvation and 

homelessness since workers in capitalism are only 

paid for their labour power at the minimum wages 

required for keeping alive and being available to 

sell their labour power again and again. Therefore, 

they can never have any reserves or savings which 

can sail them through without being able to sell 

their labour power. As the government fiat made 

them unable to sell their labour power, they were 

made completely destitute and compelled to leave 

their filthy urban tenements and walk hundreds 

and thousands of kilometers with their small 

children to forage for food and look for shelters in 

those very villages which they had left earlier, 

burdened by extreme poverty and exploitation, in 

search of employment. The hunger and hardships 

this caused including large number of fatalities has 

been described earlier. Hence, we will not detail 

that here again. 

Second, though government is carrying huge 

stocks of food grains through Food Corporation of 

India– more than 10 crore tons as of now, much of 

which is destined to rot - it steadfastly refuses to 

expand public distribution system and make it 

universal even in this time of distress. Even the 

free food distribution scheme declared by Modi 

with great fanfare has not been implemented 

widely and only 10% of the declared beneficiaries 

have received any food grains under it, in some 

states the distribution has been zero. Moreover, 

though the Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme, 

which has seen huge demand from poor 

unemployed in lockdown period, its allocated 

COVID CRISIS, DISASTROUS GOVERNMENT MEASURES 

AND A PROLETARIAN APPROACH 
M Aseem 
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budget for the full financial year has nearly 

running out because of this enhanced demand and 

once the budget is exhausted it will further 

increase the distress of the unemployed.    

Thirdly, massively underfunded for long public 

healthcare system quickly crumbled under the 

strain of the pandemic owing to severe dearth of 

beds, equipment, medicines, skilled staff equipped 

with protective gear, etc. We have all seen and 

heard many horror stories of the sick being unable 

to get themselves tested or get admitted in 

hospitals and dying on roads or in ambulances 

trudging between hospitals, having been turned 

away from one hospital after the other. We have 

also seen pictures of dead bodies lying next to 

patients with no body to remove these or patients 

crying with no body to look after them in pain and 

breathlessness. Even more cruel has been the fate 

of many non Covid patients in need of urgent care 

like for childbirth or strokes and needing regular 

medical procedures like dialysis, 

radio/chemotherapy, etc. as their regular hospitals 

were designated as Covid hospitals and no 

alternatives provided. Many have died due to not 

getting periodic treatment on time. 

4th, Private sector healthcare industry is indulging 

in bloodsucking profiteering in the name of Covid. 

Private hospitals are running extortion rackets in 

the name of Covid packages costing several lakhs 

rupees even for patients requiring no 

ICU/Ventilator support, for which prices have 

blown up sky high. Many lakhs of rupees are being 

billed in the name of Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE) though same kit is used for 

multiple patients in a shift. On the other hand, non 

Covid patients are being asked for Covid negative 

test for each hospital appointment. Regards Covid 

test we have already written how private sector 

labs were allowed to charge Rs.4500 for a test 

costing less than Rs. 500, to which many hospitals 

are adding 2-3000 rupees in the name of 

consultation and handling charges, thus the full 

price of test goes up to Rs 6500-7500. Similarly, 

many unproven medicines like HCQ, Remdesivir, 

Favipiravir, Itolizumab, etc. have been licensed for 

use in Covid on urgent basis, some of which the 

pharma companies are officially selling at 20-30 

thousand rupees per patient. However, by creating 

artificial shortages and indulging in black 

marketeering many are being forced to fork out 

even more than lakh rupees for these medicines by 

the hospital-pharma company gangs. The situation 

is such that, what to say of working class, many 

middle-class people who supported privatization 

of healthcare thinking themselves secure in private 

hospitals owing to their health insurance policies 

are now finding hospitalization beyond their reach. 

5th, taking advantage of the pandemic related 

lockdown and fear among people, the fascist 

regime has quickened its onslaught on remaining 

bourgeois democratic institutions, labour and 

union rights of the working class and democratic 

rights of the people in general. Many activists and 

intellectuals have been arrested and all protest 

movements are being repressed ruthlessly.     

QUESTION OF VACCINE 

For a viral infectious disease with no effective and 

proven medicine yet, development of a vaccine 

remains the most viable option to contain the 

spread of Covid. Therefore, around 100 candidates 

had started the race to formulate and successfully 

test a vaccine first, out of which more than 2 dozen 

from various countries have reached some stage of 

trials and therefore considered viable candidates, 

including 2 from India. World over, as in the past, 

it has been observed that in addition to much of the 

research and trial work happening in the public 

sector research facilities, governments are also 

allocating huge amount of public funds for 

pharmaceutical companies of their country to 

develop a vaccine. For example, US government 

has already allocated 6 billion dollars to several 

American companies for this purpose. Similarly, 

in India much of the research and testing work for 

Bharat Biotech vaccine is being done by public 

sector ICMR. However, despite all public research 

work the vaccines once developed will become 

Intellectual Property of the concerned private 

capitalists who will use them to mint huge profits 

by selling these at high prices. In US, Pfizer which 

has also received public funding is talking of USD 

15-20 dollars per dose while Serum Institute of 

India which is licensee for the Oxford vaccine has 

already spoken of approx. Rs 1000 as the price of 
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a single dose. Moreover, we do not yet know 

whether it will be a single dose vaccine or multiple 

doses might be required. Hence, we can see the huge 
amount of public funds and knowledge/technique 

being transferred to private capitalists to enable them 

to appropriate huge monopoly profits taking 

advantage of the current situation of pandemic. That 

also shows the real exploitative character of equality 

and freedom in a capitalist ‘democracy’ and the 

falsehood of wealth creation, i.e., capitals 

accumulation, being the result of merit and hard 

work of capitalists. 

UNCONTROLLED SPREAD OF COVID 

Despite Centre and State governments trying their 

utmost to hide the extent of spread of Covid by 

hiding all information and restricting and denying 
testing to the needy as much as possible, its 

uncontrolled spread has been known to all for quite 

a long time now and India has now become the 3rd 

most impacted country in the world with more than 

16 lakh cases and 35 thousand deaths. The total 

Covid cases are currently being incremented by a 

daily average of new Positive cases of more than 50 

thousand while average deaths a day have gone 

above 700. As this number is still increasing at a fast 
pace there is apprehension that India might be on the 

path to become the country to suffer most from 

Covid. 

Having made full throated claims of bringing the 

Covid pandemic to end through lockdown enforced 

with brutal police force, the Modi government has 
now got no options left when its spread is becoming 

uncontrollable but to increasingly allow economy to 

function as the cycle of productive capital has been 

heavily impacted, though some monopoly capitalists 

are still increasing their wealth through financial 

operations and speculation. Government did nothing 

during the lockdown period to curb the disease 

except facilitating capitalist profiteering. Hence 

Modi downwards all political/bureaucratic officials 
are now keeping completely mum as if the pandemic 

is all over, while suffering and misery of the people 

is growing all around. Instead they have moved on 

to inflame nationalistic jingoism through border 

clashes and religious fanaticism through Temple 

foundation in Ayodhya to deflect attention of 

common people from their complete apathy to 

severe health and economic hardships being faced 

by the people.  

PROLETARIAN APPROACH TO COVID CRISIS 

In this scenario of intensifying misery and suffering 

for common people especially working class due to 
both Covid disease and economic hardships and 

destitution triggered by brutal lockdown imposed by 

a completely apathetic government, what should be 

the right approach for all left, working class 

formations?  To expose the capitalist system through 

agitational and mass protest programmes 

demanding, first, adequate free Covid testing for all, 

public isolation facilities for all the infected and 

treatment in public hospitals for all who are seriously 
sick taking over all private sector healthcare 

facilities for the purpose; second, employment 

guarantee or unemployment benefits for all workers; 

third, free, universal distribution of food grains and 

other basic necessities by government without 

requiring any card or registration; fourth, takeover of 

all vacant houses/apartments/buildings to provide 

adequate housing to all homeless to enable them to 

maintain proper physical distancing; fifth, desist 
from attack on democratic and labour rights and 

release all prisoners held in captivity for political or 

petty criminal charges; among others. All forces 

should have been immediately united for joint mass 

democratic struggles on these issues. 

Instead, some left organisations have focused their 
attention on ‘exposing’ some sort of design by 

imperialists-capitalists behind spread of Covid to 

create fear psychosis among the people to enable 

them to further strengthen their authoritarian/fascist 

rule and put down all people’s protest movements. 

Another trend is to either fully deny the existence of 

any epidemic called Covid, calling it an imaginary 

disease caused by an imaginary virus, with people 

dying, not because of any real physiological 
problems, but more out of the fear of disease caused 

by mass hysteria around it or to compare it to other 

existing diseases like Tuberculosis which might kill 

more people and, therefore should have got more 

attention. In their view a mass hysteria on Covid has 

been created by Pharma capitalists working in nexus 

with World Health Organisation (WHO) to extract 

massive profits as we have already described above. 

Hence, they are focusing more on discussing 
comparative Infection Fatality Rates (IFR) or Case 

Fatality Rates (CFR) of different infectious diseases 

to establish that Covid was never that severe or fatal 

a disease to have received so much attention and 

mass hysteria of fear around it.  
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The point here, however, is not to deny that capitalist 

ruling class always exploits any opportunity 

provided by crises of all shapes and hues to, on the 

one hand, transfer the economic burden of the crisis 

on the working people in the form of 
retrenchments/layoffs, lockouts, depressed wages, 

longer working hours, doing away with safety and 

basic necessities arrangements,  curtailing of labour 

and trade union rights, etc., and, on the other hand, 

create fear mongering among the people taking 

advantage of which they can encroach whatever 

democratic rights are still available to the common 

masses. This government has also done the same 

through imposing most severe lockdowns and 
curfews on people anywhere in the world, and by 

providing massive capital transfers to the capitalist 

class in the form of various concessions, reduction 

of tax rates, curtailing of expenditure on public 

services, massive drive to privatization, etc. The 

point is also not to deny the massive profiteering and 

robbery by capitalist class through spreading fear 

and sell their ‘remedies’ at extortionate prices, which 

is happening now and the same has been discussed 

afore.    

The point here, however, is to affirm that the chief 

aim of the mass democratic struggles of the working 

class is to expose the unredeemable exploitative and 

repressive character of the existing capitalist system 

through whichever problem has gripped the life and 

minds of the working class, whatever the 
comparative rate of suffering – lower or higher, it 

might have in relation to other burdens of the 

exploited masses. Hence, despite all scientific value 

of such studies and research from the point of view 

of medical/public health policy making, that is not 

the objective of the organisations of proletariat. That 

is the approach of NGOs or reformists within the 

existing capitalist system and not the approach of 

working-class revolutionary formations, whose role 
is mobilise agitation and protests on the issues which 

grip the minds of the common people and Covid is 

the issue that grips the minds of the people now. 

Therefore, comparative assessment of the damage 

by Covid or Tuberculosis or other such should not 

be our agenda, but to mobilise people on problems 

facing them now through formation of mass struggle 

committees on the issue raising voice for immediate 

relief and democratic rights.  

  

BOURGEOIS JUSTICE – RAPISTS ROAM 

FREE, RAPE SURVIVOR & SUPPORT 

PERSONS JAILED 
M ASEEM 

India has ‘strong’ rape laws, but what is it 
like to ask for justice for a rape complainant? 

On 7 July, a 22-year-old young woman living in 
Araria, a rural district in North Bihar, filed a police 
complaint that four men raped and attacked her. 
Three weeks on, none of the four men have been 
identified or arrested. But the rape survivor and two 
support workers from the Jan Jagran Shakti 
Sangathan (JJSS) – a trade union working with rural, 
low-income workers in north Bihar on livelihood and 
social justice issues– who had accompanied her to a 
lower court to record her statement were booked 
under several offences, including assault or using 
criminal force against a public servant, which is a 
non-bailable offence, criminal conspiracy and 
contempt of court.  

The arrests came after a disagreement they had with 
a magistrate, when they asked him for greater clarity 
before the complainant, who could not read, signed 
off on a statement that contained her account of the 
rape. The rape survivor spent eight days in a prison 
in Samastipur, 240 km from her home. While 
another lower court granted her bail on 17 July, it 
refused to do so for her support workers, even 
though they were named in identical offences. The 
court denied bail to the survivor’s support workers, 
Kalyani and Tanmay, relying only on another court 
worker’s accusations that they tried to “snatch away 
the recorded statement and tried to tear it down”, 
and created “unusual pressure for the court”, both 
accusations that the rape survivor, who witnessed 
the events, denied in her interview to Article 14. With 
bail denied by the lower court and the Patna High 
Court partially shut till 6 August because of the 
Corona Virus pandemic, it is not clear how long 
Kalyani and Tanmay may have to remain 
incarcerated in jail. 

This is the real character of Laws & Justice in a 
bourgeois democracy where whatever the claims of 
Rule of Law and Equality before Law, in reality, 
everything is for sale. Hence, a poor household 
worker, unable to buy justice for herself, instead 
finds herself in jail when asking for justice against 
rapists.  

https://www.article-14.com/post/araria-rape-survivor-shares-her-story
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Our public education system is breathing its last 

breath on its death bed. The novel project of the 

International Development Bank, STARS 

(Strengthening Teaching_Learning and Results 

for States), is initiated to accomplish the task of 

hammering the last nail on its coffin. The World 

Bank came in 1994 offering loans with this 

unhidden intention. Though tremendous criticism 

was raised against this programme by well-known 

academicians and dignitaries the government of 

Kerala was determined to go forward with this 

programme. It led to rapid deterioration of the 

quality of the state funded primary School system 

(class I-V) and widespread loss of its credibility 

among the common people, especially among the 

Scheduled castes, Scheduled Tribes, OBCs 

Muslims and other impoverished section of 

society. Lakhs of students left the government. run 

and aided public school stream and it was the 

period of great celebration to unaided private 

schools. Though CPIM leader Sitaram Yechury 

was vehemently against it in 1995 the LDF 

government that came to power in 1996 began to 

propagate the project as a progressive one. Sastra 

Sahitya Parishad which in 1994 published a book 

accusing that DPEP was a conspiracy of the World 

Bank to obliterate the deep-rooted public 

education system in Kerala, now became the 

staunch promoter of the project when it was 

recognised as an NGO to assist the implementation 

of the project. The World Bank everywhere insists 

that their educational project must be implemented 

with the support and participation of a Non-

Governmental Organisation. The Governments. in 

Kerala ignored the criticism raised by the parents 

and teachers and Sarva Siksha Abhiyan of the 

World Bank followed DPEP. Subsequently it is 

renamed as Samagra Siksha Abhiyan and now 

STARS is going to be launched by the Central 

Government as the third phase of education reform 

though it is a part of SSA. The present LDF 

Government in Kerala claims that they could bring 

back a section of the students who left the public 

education system. Upholding the World Bank's 

ideology to privatise and commercialise the entire 

education system how can the Government protect 

the public education in the state that was admired 

all around the world? 

The Government of India had given approval to 

the World Bank to intervene in Indian education 

through STARS programme in October 2019. 

Subsequently a loan agreement was signed 

between the bank and the GOI on 24th June 2020 

as per Project ID-P 166868. The World Bank team 

was led by Shabnam Sinha, the education 

specialist of World Bank and Marguerit M Clerke, 

the Senior education specialist of WB Human 

Development network. Shabnam Sinha is now the 

official who leads the WB team for Kaushal Vikas 

Yojana department of the GOI. Her work focuses 

on result-based financing and analytical tasks in 

Vietnam, Indonesia, Korea and Africa. She also 

works in the areas of Public Private Partnerships 

(PPP) in Education. Before joining the WB Mrs 

Sinha was CEO of PPP education in a large private 

sector company. She was senior Programme 

Adviser (Education) with United States Agency 

for International Development (USAID), New 

Delhi. She has worked at the NCERT on 

curriculum development and instructional material 

development including textbook writing and 

educational undertaking, planning and appraisal. 

Marguerite M Clerke has acquired PhD in 

educational measurement and programme 

evaluation. A former Primary and Secondary 

education teacher, she now leads the Bank's work 

programme on learning assessment.  

In the first phase Six States are included in the pilot 

programme of the STARS project. Kerala is one of 

them and the others being Himachal Pradesh, 

GUEST ARTICLE 

PUBLIC EDUCATION IN THE TENTACLES OF 

THE WORLD BANK 
T Narayanan Vattoli 
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Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan and Madhya 

Pradesh. The project is for six years and the 

closing date is specified as 31st December 2025. 

Kerala is admired in the books Primary Education 

in India and Secondary Education in India 

published by the WB as a state which 

accomplished successfully all the guideline 

parameters laid down by DPEP and SSA.  

World Bank has its own vision in implementing 

the STARS project. It aims at an educational 

programme deeply based on neoliberal corporate 

ideology. The Bank wants a total reform basing on 

its vision in the fields of curriculum content, 

teaching, learning, training and results. It wants to 

give trainings not only to officials and teachers but 

to parents also. The parents should feel that they 

are the part and parcel of education and their active 

participation is an essential condition in the 

implementation of the project in the local level. 

The planners expect to minimise thus the protests 

from parents against the project too. More over 

participatory development is a World Bank 

ideology.  

World Bank wants to make a total change in Indian 

Education so as to make it acceptable to the market 

oriented global development. PPP model 

education, implementing the doctrine of 

community ownership, skill development scheme, 

delivering a curriculum that keeps pace with the 

rapidly evolving needs of the job market, clubbing 

schools with industrial workshops, establishing 

education Voucher system and school 

accreditation system, making assessment through 

high stakes achievement tests etc. are the major 

steps to be taken to achieve the goal. Reform in 

this direction will be made from ECCE (Early 

Childhood Care and Education) level onwards.  

The W. B spends only 14. 93% of the total project 

cost of 36806 million dollars for STARS. 

(Section14, page7, the STARS Programme 

Information Document dated June 3, 2020). 53. 

43% of the cost has to be spent by the central 

government. and the rest, 31. 64% will be the share 

of the state governments. 500 million dollars have 

already been allotted to the Central Government. 

by the W. B. A total of 250 million students 

(between 6-17), 1. 5 million schools and over 10 

million teachers are claimed to be benefitted by the 

project. More than 3 billion dollars have already 

been spent so for by the WB through DPEP and 

SSA. We can see that World Bank's contribution 

would amount to only 1. 4% of what GOI and the 

State/UT governments will spend together on the 

entire school education. This is the same 

proportion which the World Bank contributed to 

DPEP in the 1990s. DPEP designed and sponsored 

by the WB was implemented in 18 states and 

almost half of India's districts during 1993-2002. 

Here a relevant question arises. If 98. 6% of the 

total amount required for SSA can be mobilised by 

the central and state governments why a meagre 

amount of 1. 4% also can't be spent by them? Thus, 

the World Bank intervention can be easily 

prevented in Indian education if desired. But India 

too is a member of WTO which decides the 

educational perspectives to be accepted by each 

and every member nation. So, it is not at all a 

question of a lack of financial resources or of 

pedagogical expertise that is driving the GOI once 

again into the bankruptcy of World Bank 

controlled programmes. The class interest of GOI 

is entirely in line with the World Bank's Market 

ideology. Indian capitalist class is now against the 

constitutional imperative of building an egalitarian 

education system based on social justice and 

freedom from discrimination. Instead, the 

government. wants to dismantle the state funded 

education system and replace it by a corporatized 

and elitist education system in which the majority 

of the population especially SCs / STs / OBs / 

Muslims and other impoverished sections will not 

get access. It is done to safeguard the interest of 

the Indian capitalist ruling class which is in the 

moribund stage. During the freedom struggle the 

national leaders stood for setting up nationalist 

institutions and boycotting imperialist institutions 

and for establishing Independent Indian education 

on a completely new foundation. In 1944, the 

Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE) 

stated that the purpose of education was holistic to 

develop the personality and talents of the 

individual, to prepare the ground for a livelihood 

and to nurture independent citizens of a modern 

democratic state. This rich legacy influenced the 
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Constituent Assembly Debates too. Thus, giving 

equal right to quality education for all became the 

responsibility of the Indian state. In 1993 in a 

judgement the Supreme Court declared right to 

education to be a fundamental right. The capitalist 

class now has lost all its progressive character and 

in its moribund stage it is curtailing all rights and 

is trying to dismantle the constitutional values.  

The reform initiatives focus more directly on the 

delivery of education services at the state and 

district levels by providing customised local level 

solutions towards school improvement. The local 

market need is important and the curriculum also 

will be customised. Providing only job skills to the 

wards is the local need.  

The real intention of the World Bank is to transfer 

the responsibility of education on to the shoulders 

of the local community from the government. The 

crisis of education can be solved by creating 

community ownership of education, they profess. 

The 'non state actors ' will be promoted to manage 

the School system. The fund to maintain education 

establishment will be mobilised by private 

corporate investors, non-governmental 

organisations, charitable societies, religious 

organisations, social organisations, parents who 

are liable to pay fees, SMCs, local level education 

committees and panchayathiraj institutions. 

Creating community ownership has been the 

professed goal of SSA. The very first sentence of 

SSA Framework for Implementation clearly says: 

"SSA is an effort to universalise elementary 

education by community ownership of the school 

system. " DPEP Guideline of 1997 also has stated 

clearly that the government funding would be 

gradually reduced. The programme intends to 

create an education system which would be cost 

effective, replicable and sustainable. STARS is the 

continuation of the Samagra Siksha Abhiyan. 

STARS is based on stronger accountability for 

results, more freedom and "power" for 

communities and more choices for parents.  

The project claims giving special attention to the 

vulnerable sections. The SC, ST and minority 

communities will be focused to deliver a 

curriculum that keeps pace with the rapidly 

evolving needs of the job market. Means the 

curriculum will never focus on inculcating 

knowledge based on basic science, history, 

literature, culture, fundamental disciplines, critical 

thinking or character building. The only intention 

is to make the students cogs in the economic and 

technological machine. The learners will be made 

sheer instruments to achieve the levels reached for 

its predetermined set of outcomes. This reduces 

the teaching - learning process from being a 

diverse and complex interactive relationship to 

functioning merely as a conveyer for transmitting 

pre-set modules of information from teacher - 

facilitators to student recipients. The experience so 

far of Kerala is an eye opener. After the 

implementation of DPEP and SSA the rate of 

functional illiterates is fast increasing. For students 

who were not able to acquire basic language and 

math proficiency in primary level are given 

additional coaching in higher classes through the 

schemes "Malayala thilakkam", Aksharappulari", 

"Meetti hindi", Easy English", "Ganitham 

Madhuram" etc. "Every Student Succeeds" policy 

was adopted in Kerala and as a result 98. 82per 

cent students passed in SSLC exam in 2020, still 

leaving 1. 18% of students behind. Though it is 

below the target government. projects it as a great 

achievement. But the standard of education is at 

the abysmal depth.  

Public _Private Participation (PPP) in education is 

the model projected by STARS programme. PPP 

model is proposed in the Right lo Education Act of 

2009. The 11th plan (2007-2012) was declared by 

Mr. Manmohan Singh, the Prime Minister, as the 

educational plan. The PPP model provides for no 

government or social control over education. It 

will lead to the privatisation and 

commercialisation of education using public 

funds. The 11th plan proposed the setting up of 

6000 new model schools in secondary education, 

affiliated to CBSE. Of these 2500 school were to 

be under the PPP model. All the students are liable 

to pay fees. The general students will be charged 

any amount as fee. The vulnerable section will 

have concessions. They are allowed to join PPP 

model schools. But their fees amount can be 

reimbursed by the private management from the 

government. Private institutions are thus promoted 
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using public fund. Both the re imbursement and 

Education Voucher scheme are intended to pass 

the public money to the private sector.  

Education voucher scheme is there in many 

Western countries including the USA. While the 

government may continue to finance the education 

system, it need not run its own schools to provide 

education. The funds follow the student rather than 

the school. The government would provide the 

students with education voucher of a fixed amount 

and the student can use it towards paying their fee 

at any school of their choice. The spokesmen of 

the scheme claim that it is a progressive step 

because it gives the student freedom of choice and 

equal and significant opportunity to obtain a high-

quality education. Actually, it becomes an 

incentive for private entrepreneurs to set up their 

own schools utilising the public fund.  

High stakes test is proposed by the STARS 

programme as a test used to make important 

decisions about students, educators, schools, or 

districts most commonly for the purpose of 

accountability. It is to ensure that students are 

enrolled in effective schools and being taught by 

effective teachers. In general, High Stakes means 

that the test scores are used to determine 

punishments such as sanctions, penalties, funding 

reductions, negative publicity etc. and awards, 

grade promotion and compensation. The quality of 

teaching, learning and governance are assessed 

according to the objectives of STARS Programme. 

The officials of the Education department, the 

teachers and the parents will be trained and 

equipped to manage this transformation. They will 

be made relevant to the market needs. 

Foundational learning of the children from ECCE 

will be strengthened preparing them with the 

cognitive Socio-behavioural and language skills to 

meet future labour market needs. Junaid Ahmad, 

the World Bank country Director said, "India 

recognizes the need to significantly improve its 

learning outcome to fuel future growth and meet 

the demands of the labour market. STARS will 

support India's response to this challenge by 

strengthening implementation at the local level, 

investing in teacher capacity and ensuring that no 

child of any background is left behind from the 

right to education. Investing more in the early 

years of education will equip children with the 

skills required to compete for the jobs of the 

future." 

Right to Education Act of 2009 is only the copying 

of No Child Left Behind Act, 2002 of the USA 

which was an utter failure and it led to the 

promulgation of the new law called Every Student 

Succeeds Act, 2015. The NCLB Act proved that 

the punishments on the basis of high stakes test 

only hurt the schools and do not contribute to the 

improvement of student education. The focus on 

standardized testing encourages teachers to teach 

a narrow subset of skills that the school believes 

increases test performance, rather than achieve in-

depth understanding of even the overall 

curriculum. " Teaching to the test "has been 

observed to raise test scores, though not as much 

as other teaching techniques. Schools and teachers 

are held accountable for how kids learned and 

achieved. The schools that do not show 

improvement are penalized. This paves the way 

for the students to choose a private school for 

further studies employing the facility of education 

Voucher scheme. This is claimed to be giving fair, 

equal and significant opportunity to obtain a high-

quality education! 

STARS proposes accreditation to schools. 

Accreditation is an official recognition that the 

school is credible. The students and faculty should 

have the professed level of educational standard 

expected by STARS. The acceptable level of 

quality should be acquired by the schools. The 

educational and industrial organisations should 

recognise the level of educational standard. If the 

school loses accreditation it will no longer be 

eligible to receive financial aid from the state. 

Students' enrolment also will be dependent on the 

credibility of the school and it is decided by the 

accreditation of minimum standard of quality. So, 

we can observe that this is also a strategy for 

privatisation.  

STARS is unduly focused on advocating 

technology-driven quick-fix solutions to all the 

problems of the education system. Education 

sector was neglected for decades. It has no 
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necessary infrastructure and pedagogical 

essentials. Adequate teacher training was not 

given. Sufficient number of permanent faculty was 

not appointed. The current trend towards online 

teaching-learning as the answer to problems of 

access on the one hand and to homogenizing 

"knowledge" into digitally consumable units on 

the other is vigorously advocated by STARS. It is 

not concerned either for its pedagogical limitations 

or for the enormous exclusion that would result 

because only 8% households with children from 5 

to 24 years of age have access to both a digital 

device and internet connectivity. Digital learning 

can only be an additional aid to a well provided for 

and adequately expansive formal system of 

interactive classroom teaching-learning. It 

certainly cannot substitute for it particularly when 

the vast majority of children of the relevant age 

groups come from the most disadvantaged and 

marginalized sections of society.  

Privatisation and commercialisation of school 

education increased at a large scale during the post 

DPEP decade. It was higher than in any of the 

previous decades since independence. This is 

precisely the World Bank's ideological agenda. 

We all know that World Bank is an institution 

devoted to protecting and advancing the interests 

of International Financial capital. It is not an 

institution equipped or concerned with the 

educational rights and pedagogical concerns of 

providing quality education to the vast majority of 

the India's children who are currently deprived of 

the benefits of education. They see the students of 

India as a market for Corporate investors. They see 

them as an instrument to drive their market 

machinery. Free, universal scientific and 

democratic education based on knowledge 

acquisition is the aspiration of the common people 

who want to liberate themselves from the yoke of 

capitalist exploitation. But World Bank, the 

instrument in the hands of global corporate 

capitalism wants to make the young generation 

only the slaves to labour for their capital interest. 

So, they want to give them skill-oriented education 

instead of knowledge-oriented education.  

 Constitution of India guarantees equal rights to all 

citizens. The constitution is based on egalitarian, 

socialist and secular values. But STARS 

programme, if implemented, will be against our 

constitutional values. S C/ST and other backward 

communities will be deprived of basic education. 

The dreams of the renaissance leaders for an 

education system based on scientific, secular and 

democratic principles will be scattered. When the 

well-meaning people of India are demanding to 

allot at least 10% of the central budget to education 

the GOI is curtailing the education budget 

constantly. Now they want to shift their 

responsibility to give education to people on a set 

of "non state actors" including corporate investors 

who are interested only in profit making. People of 

India, especially the academic community should 

realize the situation and rise up to save education 

from the tentacles of the World Bank.  

(The writer is the General Convenor, Committee 

for the protection of right to education, Kerala)  

  CONDEMN THE ARREST OF 
PROFESSOR HANY BABU! 

54-year old DU Professor Hany Babu was 
arrested on 28 July 2020 by the Mumbai NIA on 
charges of having Maoist links, after his house 
was raided in September last year by Pune 
Police, which confiscated his electronic devices 
and books. 

In the absence of any credible or convincing 
proof, this was NIA's twelfth arrest in a similar 
fashion in Bhima Koregaon case through which 
it has specifically locked up dissenting 
democratic intellectuals and activists across 
India. 

Such arrests and the increasing state repression 
on democratic voices of dissent must be 
unequivocally condemned. 
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While bourgeois media and experts don’t tire of 
hyping GDP growth, reality is this growth has not 
improved the life of poor workers at all and 
majority of them are forced to go without minimum 
healthy diet. 

Analysis from the Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) shows that hundreds of millions of people in 
India above the international poverty line of $1.90 
purchasing power parity (PPP) per person per day 
cannot afford a healthy diet. Every year, the FAO 
publishes a report on food security across the world. 
This year, the State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World 2020 (SOFI 2020) was released on July 13. 
A new feature of SOFI 2020 is a detailed analysis of 
the “cost and affordability of healthy diets around the 
world”. 

TYPES OF DIETS 

Three types of diet are defined. The first is termed a 
“basic energy sufficient” diet. This is one in which the 
required calorie intake is met by consuming only the 
cheapest starchy cereal available (say, rice or wheat). 
A requirement of 2,329 Kcal for a healthy young 
woman of 30 years is taken as the standard reference. 
The second is a “nutrient adequate” diet, one where the 
required calorie norms and the stipulated requirement 
of 23 macro- and micro-nutrients are met. This diet 
includes least cost items from different food groups. 
The third diet is a “healthy diet”. This is one which 
meets the calorie norm and the macro- and micro-
nutrient norm and also allows for consumption of a 
diverse diet, from several food groups. Defining a 
healthy diet is more complex than the other two diets, 
and the FAO uses actual recommendations for selected 
countries. The Indian recommendation includes 
consumption of items from six groups: starchy staples, 
protein-rich food (legumes, meat and eggs), dairy, 
vegetables, fruits, and fats. 

Using data on retail prices of commodities in 170 
countries, linear programming techniques are used to 
identify the cost of each of these diets. The following 
are the findings for South Asia. First, the energy-
sufficient diet or eating only cereals to meet your 
calorie requirement costs around 80 cents a day in 
South Asia and is thus affordable to a poor person 
defined as having an income of $1.9 a day. In short, the 
poor in India and other South Asian countries can get 
their calories by sticking to rice or wheat alone. 

Second, the nutrient-adequate diet costs $2.12 a day. 
This is more than the international poverty line. If a 

person with income just above the poverty line spent 
her entire daily expenditure on food (ignoring fuel, 
transport, rent, medicines or any other expenditure), 
even then she would not be able to afford the nutrient-
adequate diet. No one can, of course, survive by 
spending their entire income on food. The SOFI Report 
assumes that a person cannot spend more than 63% of 
total expenditure on food (that is, 37% would be 
required for non-food essentials). 

Third, the healthy diet costs $4.07 a day, or more than 
twice the international poverty line. In other words, a 
healthy diet is totally unaffordable for those with 
incomes at even twice the poverty line. And what is 
this healthy diet? It includes 30 gm of cereal, 30 gm of 
pulses, 50 gm of meat/chicken/fish and 50 gm of eggs, 
100 gm of milk, 100 gm of vegetables and fruit each, 
and 5 gm of oil a day. In short, a balanced and healthy 
meal but not excessive in any way. 

How does this translate into numbers of people? The 
SOFI Report estimates that 18% of South Asians 
(numbering 586 million people) cannot afford the 
nutrient-adequate diet and 58% of South Asians (1,337 
million people) cannot afford the healthy diet. 

AFFORDABILITY OF HEALTHY DIETS 

If anything, the number of people who cannot afford a 
healthy diet will have risen in the last three months, as 
employment and incomes collapsed for the majority of 
workers in the informal sector. Note that the Indian 
poverty line of 2011-12, as defined by the Tendulkar 
Committee, amounted to ₹33 per day in urban areas 
and ₹27 per day in rural areas, and corresponded 
roughly to $1 a day at international PPP prices. The 
Indian poverty line is thus lower than the international 
poverty line used in the SOFI Report. 

There are some clear and simple messages of this. 
First, those we officially count as poor in India – with 
a cut-off that is lower than the international norm of 
$1.9 a day – cannot afford a nutrient-adequate diet let 
alone a healthy diet. This result is completely contrary 
to the view of scholars such as Arvind Panagariya that 
the poverty line in India “may not permit a comfortable 
existence, including a balanced diet, (but) allows 
above subsistence existence.” Second, even those with 
incomes of twice the international poverty line cannot 
afford a healthy diet.  

Source: The Hindu, 28 July ‘20 

WHILE AMBANI GETS RICHER IN PANDEMIC, POOR CAN’T 

AFFORD BASIC FOOD 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/the-majority-cannot-afford-a-balanced-diet/article32206439.ece?homepage=true
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MAZDOOR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN 

9 JULY TO 9 AUGUST 
Beyond symbolic protests, transform the workers movement intro 

protracted militant and decisive struggle of the working class! 

 

 

 

Mazdoor Sangharsh Abhiyan campaign is being carried out by Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh 

Abhiyan (MASA), a platform of 15 workers’ organisations across India, against the suspension & 

dilution of labour laws, 12 hour working day, nonstop retrenchment-unemployment, crisis of life and 

livelihood of migrant & unorganized workers, privatization of public sectors, worsening healthcare and 

social security, war mongering and spreading communal hatred and attack on democratic rights. This 

month-long campaign will be concluded with an All India Protest Demonstration on 9th August. 

 

Rohtas, Bihar Faridabad, Haryana 

Jaipur, Rajasthan 

Patna, Bihar Kaithal, Haryana 
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Jind, Haryana Kurukshetra, Haryana 

Warangal, Telangana Hyderabad, Telangana 

Khammam, Telangana 

Rudrapur, Uttarakhand 
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Friends and comrades, 

The corona crisis came at a time when continuous 

attacks on working class was going on, and the 

Modi government, instead of fighting corona 

crisis, turned this crisis into ‘opportunity’ to wage 

war against the working masses of the country. In 

the name of fighting Covid-19, an ill-planned 

lockdown was imposed all over the country and 

working class and the common people were 

pushed towards unprecedented economic and 

livelihood crisis. Before pandemic, the anti-

worker reforms in labour laws and attacks on 

working class in various forms were going on 

including the dismantling of 44 labour laws, 

replacing it by 4 labour codes. The BJP 

government and also various state governments 

run by Congress and other regional parties have 

intensified those attacks now. Three state 

governments have passed the proposal of 

suspending labour laws, and other state 

governments are also thinking along those lines. In 

almost half of all states in the country, the working 

hours has been extended to 12 hours a day from 8 

hours. Unhindered retrenchment of workers is 

taking place in both public and private sectors. PF 

rate has been reduced, DA and DR for central and 

some state level government employees have been 

frozen for one and a half years, salary is being 

reduced, and in pretext of corona crisis, repressive 

measures are being taken against the voices from 

working class and popular movements challenging 

the regime of exploitation and oppression.   

Without any required preparation and effective 

measures, Modi government suddenly declared 

nationwide lockdown on 24 May 2020 with only a 

notice of 4 hours. Crores of workers lost their jobs 

and their families faced starvation. The workers 

did not get their salaries for the lockdown period, 

and both the government and the Supreme Court 

took sides of the capitalist class. With no transport 

facilities, the unemployed migrant workers were 

compelled to walk for their home and hundreds 

died due to hunger, thirst, tiredness and road and 

train accidents on the way. After being pressurized 

by the protests against this deplorable condition of 

the workers, the government started running 

special trains for workers, though the train fares 

were collected from workers themselves, and 

those trains were inadequate in numbers, they lost 

Take part in month-long campaign and protest programs 

MAZDOOR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN 
From 9 July to 9 August 

And join 

ALL INDIA PROTEST DEMONSTRATION 
9 August 2020 

EXPOSE AND FIGHT THE ANTI-WORKER AND PRO-CAPITALIST POLICIES OF MODI GOVERNMENT! 

Against suspension and dilution of labour laws, 12 hour working day, 

unhindered retrenchment-unemployment, crisis of life and livelihood of migrant 

and unorganized workers, privatization of public sectors, worsening health and 

social security conditions, war mongering and communal hatred, attacks on 

democratic rights 

Beyond symbolic protests, transform the workers movement into protracted, 

militant and decisive struggle of working class! 
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direction, and many workers died in their train 

journey.    

Whatever relief the so-called 20 lakh crore 

package of the government offers, it is for the 

capitalists. The inflation rate for basic necessities 

like wheat, pulses, edible oil etc. is more than 10%. 

Poor people did not get the benefits from Pradhan 

Mantri Gareeb Kalyan Yojna which was 

announced to provide minimal relief from hunger 

during lockdown period. The crude oil price has 

fallen across the world, but the government has 

made petrol and diesel too costly by imposing 

nearly 250% tax. The price of gas cylinders has 

increased and bus and train fares have increased 

too. The cess fund for construction workers has 

31000 crores, but the only 5000 crore has been 

distributed among the registered construction 

workers. Also a large majority of construction 

workers are not registered. Despite demands for 

MNREGA work from the migrant workers who 

returned home and the workers who faced job loss, 

the available work is too less, and the wages are 

too little.  

The government, instead of providing relief to the 

working masses in precarious situation facing 

starvation and unemployment, is busy in serving 

the capitalists. The public sectors are being sold 

out in throw away prices through privatization for 

the profiteering of big capital. Different sectors – 

coal mines, railways, defense and ordinance, 

aviation sector and airports, electricity distribution 

companies, nuclear energy sector etc are being 

privatized and corporatized. Process is going on to 

run 151 private trains in 109 routes. To run private 

mining processes in coal sector, 41 mines are 

being auctioned. The cap of FDI in defense related 

production, which is connected to the issue of 

national security, is being increased from 51% to 

74% to facilitate increasing control of capitalist on 

national security issues. 

Tremendous loot of public money is going on in 

private hospitals because of the deplorable 

condition of public health infrastructure. Doctors 

in government hospitals, health workers, Safai 

karmcharis, Asha workers, Anganwadi workers 

and helpers – who are referred as the frontline 

corona warriors by the government – are working 

day and night without adequate safety measures 

facing life risks. The government does not even 

recognize the Anganwadi-Asha-Mid day meal 

workers as ‘workers’ and refuses to provide the 

facilities they deserve. 

Observing the growing discontent among the 

toiling people and keeping in mind the 

forthcoming Bihar election, the BJP government is 

creating an atmosphere of war-mongering against 

China and Pakistan among masses, distracting the 

common people from their real issues. Even the 

Congress party in opposition is facilitating this 

war-mongering. The resolution of disputes 

regarding boundaries can be settled through 

dialogue, not through war. Both BJP and Congress 

have no concerns for the lives of soldiers, who 

come from working class and peasant families, 

and are busy using their deaths for electoral gains, 

and the capitalists are busy using the situation for 

making profit.  

Modi government is determined to destroy 

whatever democratic space is available there in the 

country.  Along with the inhuman treatment with 

the working class in lockdown period, the growing 

police atrocities are also visible in the incidents 

like the custodial torture and murder of Jeyaraj and 

Fenix in Tamil Nadu. Those who are raising voice 

against the anti-people policies of the government 

are being tagged as ‘anti-national’ and are being 

jailed. Anti-CAA activists are being slapped 

UAPA and thrown behind the bar even when there 

are appeals from various international quarters 

including UN Human Rights Council to release 

them. Progressive voices are being targeted and 

false cases are slapped in Delhi riot cases. Divisive 

politics and hatred is being spread in the name of 

Hindu-Muslim communities in a planned way to 

break the united voice and distract the growing 

discontent of working masses. 
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Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan (MASA) is 

of the opinion that the problems developed amidst 

the corona-crisis are reflections of the crisis of the 

existing exploitative system. Even before this 

corona crisis, attacks on working class, massive 

unemployment, suicides by farmers and 

unemployed youth, repression on democratic 

voices were going on. But the Modi government 

has fastened these tendencies in an unprecedented 

manner in pretext of corona crisis. Thus the need 

of the hour is that the working class, along with 

struggling for the immediate demands, should be 

united to save the democratic rights and defeat for 

good the intention of Modi government to 

establish a fascist authoritarian regime.  

In this context, MASA has decided to launch a 

month-long campaign frm 9th July to 9th August 

– “Mazdoor Sangharsh Abhiyan”, and an All India 

Protest Demonstration on 9th August, which is 

also a historic day when ‘Quit India’ movement 

started. MASA appeals to all workers, toiling 

masses and progressive forces to take part in the 

month-long campaign and join the nationwide 

demonstration on 9th August 2020, so that we can 

advance the struggle towards building a decisive 

struggle for the liberation of working masses and 

building a better society! 

MASA puts forward the following immediate 

demands: 

1. All anti-worker amendments to labour laws 

should be immediately scrapped. The decision by 

various state governments to implement 12 hour 

working day should be immediately taken back. 

The decisions to freeze DA and DR and cut reduce 

PF should be taken back. 

2. Minimum wages should be declared Rs. 

25000 per month for all workers. All unemployed 

people shoul be given monthly unemployment 

allowance of Rs. 15000. 

3. All workers should be paid full wages for 

the full period of the lockdown. All who were 

unable to earn during the lockdown be paid Rs. 

15000 per family per month for the whole period 

and employment is ensured for them. 

4. Immediately stop the ongoing retrenchment 

and salary cut by companies in pretext of corona. 

Take back all the retrenched workers. 

5. Along with economic assistance for those 

workers who returned home, adequate quarantine 

and heath facilities and provision for livelihood 

should be ensured for them. They should be 

included in MNREGA scheme, in which wages 

should be increased to Rs 800 per day and 200 

days work for each willing person should be 

guaranteed. A similar act for urban workers should 

be implemented. 

6. Adequate safety measures should be 

ensured for all health workers and safai 

karmcharis. Asha, Anganwadi, mid-day-meal 

workers should be treated as ‘workers’ with all 

facilities.  

7. Immediately stop the ongoing privatization 

drive and contractualization and informalization of 

workforce. 

8. The price of petrol, diesel and cooking gas 

should be reduced. The bus and train fares should 

be reduced to 2014 level. 

9. All Covid testing must be free. All affected 

must get free medical treatment. For this, private 

hospitals should be acquired and health sector 

should be nationalized.  

10. Immediately stop attacks on democratic 

rights to express dissent, war mongering on the 

basis of blind nationalism, spreading the divisive 

politics of hatred among working class on the basis 

of religion, caste, region etc. Scrap draconian laws 

like UAPA. Release all political prisoners and 

anti-CAA activists booked under false cases.  

MAZDOOR ADHIKAR SANGHARSH 

ABHIYAN (MASA) 

Leaflet released by Coordination Committee, MASA 

for Mazdoor Sangharsh Abhiyan (9 July-9 Aug 2020)  
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Date: July 31, 2020 

Friends and comrades, 

The National Education Policy 2020 approved by 

the central government’s Council of Ministers on 

July 29, 2020 has loudly announced that it will 

rejuvenate our education system, from pre-primary 

level upwards. Yet, a closer reading of this document 

and the ruling RSS-BJP regime’s track record in 

dismantling public education reveals that the anti-

people, pro-corporate character of the earlier NEP 

1986 remains in place, further opening up the right 

to equal, accessible and scientific education for all 

Indians to attacks from market and religious 

fundamentalist forces. 

NEP 2020 completely discards the principles of 

Secularism, Federalism and Socialism while 

deciding how coming generations of working people 

will be educated. At a time when unemployment and 

absence of quality employment are at the highest in 

over four decades, its undue emphasis on ‘vocational 

education’, ‘private philanthropic partnerships’, 

‘compulsory internships’, ‘distance-digital learning’ 

and a range of other market-oriented programmes 

moulded by the demands of capital is highly 

troubling. It envisions a future where more students 

get poorer education in order to sustain an 

increasingly unequal economic and social order. 

Moreover, by introducing financial ‘autonomy’, 

parity between public and private educational 

institutions, fund cuts in public scientific research 

and the entry of multinational education merchants, 

education itself is being further opened up to 

exploitation for profit. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has been used as an 

opportunity by the ruling class to force major 

changes in every sphere over the last few months. 

Basic protections for toiling people have been wiped 

off by eliminating over 44 labour laws, another 

massive privatization campaign has been launched 

in banking, railways and other sectors, legislative 

changes have undermined social justice norms and 

citizenship rights and political opposition has been 

further criminalized. In the sphere of education, an 

aggressive push has been made towards 

exclusionary online exams and ‘MOOCs’ while 

school syllabi have been undergone ideologically-

motivated modifications. 

Recognising this new wave of attacks on toiling 

people, we reaffirm our opposition to National 

Education Policy 2020 and resolve to strengthen 

the struggle ahead. 

Revolutionary greetings! 

1. ALL INDIA REVOLUTIONARY STUDENTS 

ORGANIZATION 

2. COLLECTIVE, NEW DELHI 

3. KARNATAKA VIDYARTHI SANGHATANE 

4. MARXIST STUDENT FEDERATION, JHARKHAND 

5. PARIVARTANKAMI CHHATRA SANGATHAN 

6. PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC STUDENTS 

FEDERATION 

7. PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC STUDENTS 

FEDERATION, WEST BENGAL 

8. PROGRESSIVE DEMOCRATIC STUDENTS UNION 

9. STUDENTS ORGANIZATION FOR SOCIALIST 

DEMOCRACY, HARYANA 

10. TAMIL NADU STUDENT MOVEMENT 

JOINT STATEMENT OF TEN STUDENTS’ UNION AGAINST 

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 2020 

Expose the Privatization-Saffronization agenda of 

National “Exclusion” Policy 2020! 

Break the existing Hierarchical Education – Employment System, 

Struggle for Equal, Accessible and Scientific Education for all Indians! 

 

 


