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The Great October Socialist Revolution took 

place on October 25, 1917. Led by an entirely 

different type of proletarian party i.e. the 

Leninist Party that put into practice the concept 

of a communist party as the general headquarter 

of the armies of the proletariat fighting to 

overthrow the rule of exploitation  by capital, the 

October Revolution had shaken the very 

foundation of world capitalism, though 

ostensibly, it broke out just on the question of 

peace, bread and land. Equipped with the 

knowledge and practice of revolutionary wars 

and having command over the laws as well as the 

dynamics of a true people's revolution, the 

Bolshevik party was able to ride on the crest of 

people's anger and unrest at the right time by 

providing accurate (well measured) tactics and 

appropriate slogans as well as showing 

exemplary flexibility in all these and became 

able to lead the majority with the help of a well 

organised, disciplined and centralised party, 

though very small in size as compared to 

Germans. It is clear that without the prolonged 

training of centralised function under the 

Bolshevik party, that truly proved to be the 

general headquarter of the proletariat, such 

success would in no way have been possible. 

How to become a majority party from a minority 

party without losing revolutionary direction and 

without succumbing to bourgeois means and 

tactics and through constant ideological-political 

struggle while waging class struggles was a 

riddle, said Rosa Luxemburg, that was finally 

solved by the Bolshevik Party led by Lenin who 

taught how to utilize and ride on the crest of a 

revolutionary situation, which is bound to 

develop in a capitalist system, when masses are 

on the move by themselves, spontaneously.  

On this day, October 25, 1917, the day of the 

victory of October Revolution, Lenin had 

addressed the citizens of Russia with these 

words – "The cause for which the people have 

fought, namely, the immediate offer of a 

democratic peace, the abolition of landed 

proprietorship, workers' control over 

production and the establishment of Soviet 

Power – this cause has been secured. Long live 

the revolution of workers, soldiers and 

peasants!" (Lenin on behalf of Revolutionary 

Military Committee of the Petrograd Soviet at 10 

a.m. on October 25, 1917)  

 

Lenin has also taught us that 'given a 

revolutionary Marxist party, the working class 

can overthrow the bourgeoisie and launch a 
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successful construction of socialism even if it 

comprises a minority of the population, provided 

it possesses a high degree of political 

consciousness and organisation and is able to 

lead the majority of the working people and 

other exploited as well as oppressed classes. In 

Lenin's own words, 'We must, therefore, win 

over to our side not only the majority of 

working class, but also the majority of the 

working and exploited rural population.' 

Lenin has emphasized many times and at many 

places in his works (for example, especially in 

his work The Immediate Tasks of The Soviet 

Government) the magnitude of the creative tasks 

done by the Bolshevik party before the October 

Revolution. As distinct from any other past 

revolutions including bourgeois revolutions, the 

main task of the October Socialist Revolution 

and for that matter, of any socialist revolution, is 

a creative and positive one, that of reshaping the 

lives of millions of people along new lines i.e. 

socialist lines. Lenin wrote – "Our revolution 

differs from all previous revolutions in having 

aroused among the masses a desire to build 

and create." (Collected works of Lenin, Vol 27, 

page 27).  

We know a new socialist system was born out of 

the October Revolution. It brought into play 

immense and great creative forces that ensured 

the highest rates of economic and cultural 

development of the working masses in the 

erstwhile USSR. Such high rates were never 

seen in history before this. It was unprecedented. 

The creative forces were such that ensured 

greatest initiatives of millions of working masses 

because they had become the masters of their 

country and acquired a direct vested interest in 

developing its economic might. It had also 

ensured both the moral and political unity of all 

members of the Soviet Society as they all were 

inspired by the great goals of construction of a 

communist society.      

The October Revolution wasn't an ordinary 

revolution. It was an epoch changing revolution 

that brought about fundamental changes in the 

course of world history in many ways. Stalin 

wrote – "The October Revolution is not 

merely a revolution “within national 

bounds,” but, primarily, a revolution of an 

international, world order; for it signifies a 

radical turn in the world history of mankind 

from the old to the new." 

What is it in the October Revolution that 

“signifies a radical turn?” What was new in this 

revolution? Stalin wrote – "Revolutions in the 

past usually ended by one group of exploiters 

at the helm of government being replaced by 

another group of exploiters. The exploiters 

changed, exploitation remained. Such was the 

case during the revolutions of the slaves, the 

revolutions of the serfs, the revolutions of the 

commercial and industrial bourgeoisie. The 

October Revolution differs from these 

revolutions in principle. Its aim is not to 

replace one form of exploitation by another 

form of exploitation, one group of exploiters 

by another group of exploiters, but to abolish 

all exploitation of man by man, to overthrow 

all groups of exploiters." 

But the most important thing is that the October 

Revolution brought in reality the establishment 

of the dictatorship of the proletariat, the most 

revolutionary and most organised of all 

exploited classes. Stalin writes that 'precisely 

for this reason the victory of the October 

Revolution signifies a radical turn in 

economics and politics, in the manner of life, 

customs, habits and traditions, in the culture 

and in the whole spiritual complexion of the 

exploited masses throughout the world. That 

is the basic reason why the oppressed classes 

in all countries entertain the greatest 

sympathy for the October Revolution, which 

they regard as the pledge of their own 

emancipation.' 

But it will be wrong to think that the October 

Revolution only changed the course of history. 

This is just one aspect of its international 

character. So, to limit ourselves to this will not 

be a complete understanding of the international 
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character of the October Revolution. As Lenin 

had defined the essence of the modern epoch 

(one after the victory of the October Revolution) 

as the epoch of downfall of the capitalist system 

and imperialism and also the triumph of 

socialism and communism throughout the world, 

we must carefully notice what exactly Lenin says 

about it while discussing the international 

character of the October Revolution. Lenin 

teaches us that 'its international importance 

consists not only in its impact on the course of 

world history, but also in the inevitable 

repetition of its law-governed regularities, its 

strategy and tactical principles elsewhere.'  

The Leninist concept of Party is one such 

example of the big lesson of the October 

Revolution that the communist parties of all 

country are supposed to follow and adopt in 

practice, if at all they want to accomplish 

revolution. It has been proved by history that if 

we do not apply the Leninist concept of a 

Communist Party, revolution cannot be achieved 

and completed.  

Lenin further says that 'the October Revolution 

blazed the road to socialism and demonstrated 

the features and basic laws common to all 

countries embarking on the road.' In Lenin's own 

words, - “The Russian Model … reveals to all 

countries something – something highly very 

significant – of their near and inevitable 

future.” 

So far as the political-ideological features are 

concerned, mainly four features are counted and 

quoted. Firstly, the October Revolution is 

regarded as the turn of attention from the rule of 

capitalism to the rule of communism. It is for this 

reason that the October Revolution is regarded 

as a breach of the world imperialist front. What 

does that really mean? It means that the October 

Revolution ushered the course of history in an 

entirely new era i.e. the era of proletarian 

revolutions and the dictatorship of the 

proletariat. In his synopsis of his future essay on 

'the international character of the October 

Revolution' Stalin says – “Formerly, the point 

of departure was the French Revolution of the 

eighteenth century; its traditions were 

utilised and its order was implanted. Now the 

October Revolution is the point of departure. 

Formerly, France. Now, the U.S.S.R. 

Formerly, the “Jacobin” was the bogy of the 

entire bourgeoisie. Now, the Bolshevik is the 

bogy of the bourgeoisie. The era of 

“ordinary” bourgeois revolutions, when the 

proletariat was merely the shock force, while 

the exploiters reaped the fruits of revolution, 

has passed away. The era of proletarian 

revolutions in the capitalist countries has 

begun.” 

From history, it was proved that the October 

Revolution also ushered in the era of 'liberating 

revolutions in the colonial and dependent 

countries. It means the proletariat cannot 

emancipate itself unless it emancipates the 

people oppressed by imperialism.' It brought 

about a 'united front of proletarian 

revolutions in the metropolises and colonial 

revolutions in the dependent countries.' This 

had ended 'the era of tranquil exploitation' of 

the colonies and dependent countries.' It thus 

ushered in the era of awakening of the proletariat 

in those countries and the era of hegemony of the 

proletariat in the whole globe had begun. 

We see that if a huge destruction of the 

productive forces in the Soviet Union and of the 

whole world, particularly of Europe, due to the 

World War II had not occurred and the land of 

the great October Revolution had not been lost 

due to the emergence and victory of 

Khrushchevite Revisionism in the USSR, in the 

Party as well as in the Soviet State, the October 

Revolution and Soviet socialism would have 

certainly struck world imperialism the last 

deadly blow and the world would have been 

turned Communist by now. The mortal blow the 

Soviet power hurled at imperialism till Stalin 

was alive was so encompassing and strong that 

world imperialism could not have recovered by 

simple means or economic competitions. 

Capitalism has for ever lost its superiority in 

terms of an economic system after that. Even 
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after the death of Stalin, it was only for a short 

period that imperialism recovered. However, it 

never recovered to its historically possessed 

“equilibrium” and “stability” that it had before 

October Revolution. The era of the historical 

“stability” of capitalism has passed away since 

the October Revolution itself. This has been true 

even after the death of Stalin and after the 

historical defeat of socialism in the whole world. 

At present, it can be easily said that the era of 

final decline and collapse of capitalism has 

begun. The great teachings and significance of 

the great October Revolution has become alive 

more than ever before. 

October Revolution also signifies the ideological 

victory of communism over Social-Democracy, 

revisionism, the victory of Marxism over 

reformism. Now at the present times, there is no 

such scope of reformism. Stalin writes, 

"formerly, before the victory of the 

dictatorship of the proletariat in the U.S.S.R., 

the Social-Democrats and reformists could 

flaunt the banner of Marxism, could coquet 

with Marx and Engels, etc., for that was not 

dangerous for the bourgeoisie, and people did 

not yet know what the victory of Marxism 

could lead to." 

"Now, after the victory of the proletarian 

dictatorship in the U.S.S.R., when everybody 

realises what Marxism leads to and what its 

victory may signify, the Social-Democrats and 

reformists, sensing the danger to the 

bourgeoisie of such flaunting and coquetting 

with Marxism, have preferred to dissociate 

themselves from Marxism. Henceforth, 

communism is the only shelter and bulwark 

of Marxism. Henceforth, the spirit of 

Marxism is abandoning Social-Democracy, 

just as Social-democracy earlier abandoned 

Marxism." 

Stalin correctly writes – “Now, after the victory 

of the October Revolution, only those can be 

Marxists who resolutely and devotedly 

support the first proletarian dictatorship in 

the world. What does supporting the first 

proletarian dictatorship in the world mean? 

It means taking the stand of direct struggle 

against one’s own bourgeoisie. As, however, 

the Social-Democrats do not want to fight 

their own bourgeoisie but prefer to adapt 

themselves to it, they, naturally, take the 

stand of fighting the first proletarian 

dictatorship in the world, the stand of 

restoring capitalism in the U.S.S.R. That is 

the twilight of Social-Democracy. October 

ushered in the era of triumph of world 

communism, which is the era of the twilight of 

Social-Democracy, of its final desertion to the 

camp of the bourgeoisie. October is the 

victory of Marxism in ideology.” 

History of the last six decades has proved these 

profound words of Stalin wholly correct.  

Today we are past a century of the October 

Revolution, but it is still our torch bearer. Now 

when the world is caught in unprecedented and 

permanent worldwide economic crisis and the 

threat of fascism is looming large over the 

horizon of the world humanity, it is only the 

October Revolution to which the working 

population and even the whole humanity is 

looking up for final liberation. It is time to 

hopefully turn our gaze to great Lenin's home 

land, the land of October Revolution. The 

October Revolution had blazed the path of 

revolution, the next wave of socialist revolutions 

led by the proletariat in unity with toiling 

peasanty and other exploited and oppressed 

classes and people in the world, that are coming 

nearer and nearer with every passing and is being 

visible enough, will herald the final victory of 

socialism and communism. There is no doubt 

about it. The moment a Leninist Party is ready to 

take charge in these hard testing times, 

revolutions will successfully steer its course in 

no time. Let us take a pledge to fulfil this task. 

Without doing this, our every act of celebrating 

October Revolution will be of no avail.  

Long Live the Memories of The Great 

October Revolution!       
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[This is the third and final piece in the Bihar 

Elections article series. The first and second 

articles have been published in the September 

(#5) and October (#6) 2020 issues of The Truth.] 

Bihar Elections have already begun with polling 

complete for some constituencies on 28th 

October itself in the first round. When I am 

penning these lines, the electioneering campaign 

has already vigorously begun for the next phase 

to be held on 3rd November. With this, very 

strong indications suggesting that Tejashwi 

seems all set to become the new Chief Minister 

of Bihar are emanating, though mainstream 

media is still forecasting NDA victory. The main 

reason of Tejashwi's victory, to our mind, is that 

on the one hand, BJP's ploy to communalise and 

poison the people's minds and deviate their 

attention by resorting to divisive politics based 

on Hindu-Muslim narrative, diatribe on 

terrorism, Kashmir, Pakistan and China etc. is 

not working. While, on the other hand, a very 

strong anti-incumbency is underway. Anger 

against Nitish Government rule is sweeping all 

over the state. But the main factor is however 

that vast majority of people are facing the worst 

spell of unemployment and a very hopeless 

situation of hunger like conditions due to 

incessant ruin of their livelihood sources that 

anyway existed before the lock down. That's 

why when Tejashwi Yadav started his campaign 

chiefly based on his main promise to provide ten 

lakh government jobs and regularise all those 

who are working with the Bihar government on 

contract basis, it immediately resonated in the 

minds and imagination of the people, 

particularly the youth. There are other numerous 

big and huge promises that he is making in front 

of the restless masses all day round, but, his main 

promises to fill and create lakhs of government 

(permanent) jobs, eradicate unemployment on 

the whole, alleviate poverty and hunger, open 

industries to stop migration of workers, 

regularise all the contract jobs including those of 

Asha, Anganwadi and other such workers, and 

above all, his last days extended promise to 

waive all peasant loans have caught up with the 

people's imagination. It seems like a New Modi 

is emerging in the conditions of Bihar. What it 

means is that the promises done by Tejashwi for 

the past few weeks in his mass meetings is 

creating the same effect as Modi's promises did 

in 2014. In this condition, when anger was 

already simmering, growing and taking an 

ominous shape just few inches below the ground 

against NDA rule in Bihar, Tejashwi's high 

flown promises and declarations have turned this 

into a hurricane blowing across Bihar that may 

uproot BJP-JDU rule on 10th November when 

the results come out. 

BIHAR ELECTIONS  

THE BATTLE REMAINS UNFINISHED 
TEJASHWI-LED ALLIANCE HOWEVER SEEMS ALL SET TO WIN 

Shekhar 
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In our view, it is now only a miracle that can 

prevent NDA's defeat. Modi's every counter on 

this issue is fueling further disenchantment of 

the people from Modi and NDA. Nitish's 

frustrations at routine hootings in his own mass 

meetings has added popularity to Tejashwi who 

is showing extraordinary patience and maturity 

of a bourgeois leader in handling whatever 

(including the tag of Yuvraj of Jungle Raj) is 

being hurled at him. Even when his mother's 

dignity was challenged by Nitish's diatribe on 

the number of sons and daughter she gave birth 

to, he was more than sober. The general mood is 

that Modi's words can't be trusted. He is now 

widely identified as a liar, cheater and a friend of 

the big capitalists like Ambani and Adani. And 

when such are the issues, as expected, BJP is 

clueless. BJP hoped as usual to bank upon Jungle 

Raj rhetoric built around communalising the 

atmosphere by raising Ram Mandir construction 

issue, removal of articles 370 and 35(A) etc. in 

Kashmir, jingoistic rhetoric on Pakistan and 

China etc. But even Hindu-Muslim hate politics 

is not paying. People themselves are retorting 

back by giving counter logic against whatever 

nationalistic and communalistic propaganda is 

being spread to entice them. The only thing that 

NDA can base upon is the caste-based 

calculations and equations that seems to favour 

NDA if the old pattern is still believed to be 

operative. But there is no doubt that Tejashwi's 

promising ten lakh government jobs apart from 

announcing openly to regularise another few 

lakhs of contract jobs and calling upon the youth 

to come forward to build New Bihar seems to 

have unsettled NDA's above-mentioned cart, 

too. The signs are that damage recovery for NDA 

is impossible now. There is no chanting of 

'Modi-Modi' in the crowd. Youths are coming 

out to openly attack him, too, quite scathingly. 

The 'dislike of Modi on twitter campaign' had 

already hinted about such an outcome.  

But will the accession to power of Tejashwi in 

Bihar will accomplish the anti-fascist tasks? Will 

his government, that will also be joined by CPI, 

CPI(M) and CPI(ML)-Liberation, be able to 

deliver on his promises? Will the people's 

problems be over after Tejashwi becomes chief 

minister? Will the unemployment problem be 

solved and poverty alleviated? Will the 

education and health sector be improved? When 

such questions were posed to youth, they 

answered that 'now we will not let peace to them 

(the governments and leaders) if they backtrack 

on their promises.' And this is the general mood 

of the people, particularly the youth.  

ECONOMIC CRISIS AND TALL PROMISES, CAN 

ANYONE DELIVER IF CAPITALIST SYSTEM IS NOT 

OVERTHROWN?  

Everyone agrees that the Indian as well as the 

global capitalist-imperialist economy is in deep 

crisis and there’s no hope for any kind of escape 

in near future. This crisis will increase and 

certainly not decrease the burden on the 

shoulders of the toiling masses including up to 

the middle class. Naturally, if the economic 

crisis stays longer, the world economy will be 

getting more and more battered and bruised. 

Even bourgeois economists don't see any hope of 

recovery with certainty. Policy makers have 

themselves started to believe that this crisis can 

be fatal for them. Seeing this possibility long 

ago, they have been preparing for shifting 

towards a draconian fascist state structure to 

handle (suppress) the rising ire of the people. 

That's why we see that almost all capitalist 

countries have taken a fascistic turn. The 

capitalist class is itself very desperate and have 

been forced to go down the fascist path to ensure 

their rule and make sure that they can continue 

with their loot to maintain the rate of maximum 

profit. Same situation exists in India as well as in 

the whole world. That is why the Indian masses 

along with the democratic progressive sections 

are facing fascist onslaught day in and day out.  

So it is difficult to believe that any future 

government will deliver on their promises.     
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FAILURE OF COMMUNIST REVOLUTIONARIES TO 

GRAB THIS OPPORTUNITY    

Since the very announcement of election in 

Bihar, CR camp as a whole, barring a few, was 

first of all not in receipt of the real ground 

situation and simmering anger and therefore was 

not in a mood to grab and utilise the restlessness 

present in the situation to push the revolutionary 

agenda. This was never on their agenda. 'The 

Truth' has been trying to propagate this that an 

urgency is needed on the part of the 

revolutionary movement to jointly go for a 

political intervention among the masses on a 

large scale which carries a revolutionary 

alternative slogan and program that can be put 

forth in front of the masses. We have also noted 

that only after forming a joint front of the CR 

forces on the basis of a revolutionary program 

against fascism can we force the parliamentary 

left parties to join their strength together in a 

single platform. But for this, the first step that is 

needed the most is that the CR forces must come 

together with a united voice on the question of 

defeating fascism.  

If these two things would’ve been possible in 

Bihar i.e. firstly a joint revolutionary voice of the 

CR forces and then compelling the left parties to 

also join together in a single block and further 

also approach and strategize with the non-BJP, 

non-NDA forces on the question of defeating the 

NDA alliance in the upcoming elections while 

keeping our command in our own hands and thus 

asserting our independent position in own way, 

then surely, seeing the people's outrage, the 

scenario of Bihar would have been completely 

different.  

As we can see, in Bihar the masses are enraged 

and dissatisfied with the present regime. They 

are also dissatisfied with the kind of politics 

(naturally the bourgeois politics they mean) the 

leaders are pursuing.  The choice of people for 

Tejashwi is thus not a very natural choice. 

People have chosen him because of absence of 

any revolutionary alternative present before 

them. 2014 is being repeated in limited sense 

when Modi became the choice because there was 

no other choice. The issues of unemployment, 

education and healthcare are reverberating 

among the enraged masses and their 

dissatisfaction is brewing below the surface 

against every bourgeois party. The answer is 

revolution, but there is no alternative being put 

forth, either jointly or individually by a single 

revolutionary party. There is total absence of a 

revolutionary alternative, while on the other 

hand, the imminent danger of complete fascist 

take over has further complicated the situation.      

From the very beginning, we were of the opinion 

that this dissatisfaction urgently needs to be 

given a revolutionary direction and line so that 

the present exploitative regime altogether is 

overthrown once and for ever. For this, two 

things were necessary. First, the capability of 

providing, propagating and taking an 

ideological-political direction to the restless 

masses and secondly the structural capability of 

gaining their direct support and channelising the 

restless masses on to the revolutionary path and 

politics. To fulfill these two necessary criteria at 

the present moment, a joint front of the 

revolutionary forces was necessary and it was all 

the more necessary to jointly utilize the 

bourgeois tool (of election) itself that lay at the 

moment at our disposal. But we miserably failed 

in this.  

We believe that fascism cannot be defeated by 

simply swapping governments. Especially now, 

when in the whole world bourgeois democracy 

has undergone a regression and is fast converting 

into the breeding ground of fascism. This 

phenomenon is rapid, rampant and sort of 

permanent because the crisis is seemingly 

permanent and unsolvable, unlike the previous 

capitalist crisis which was of a periodical nature. 

And when the entire capitalist system is moving 

towards fascism the only way to defeat fascism 

once and forever would be to come up with a 

revolutionary program against fascism in a way 

that unites all the genuine anti-fascist forces, 

classes, community and combinations and even 
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utilize the cracks within the bourgeois camp. For 

this to be operative and to really turn it into a 

formidable tactics, the first and foremost task 

was to well and exactly delineate the whole 

process into stages and layers, the core layer 

being those of the revolutionaries.  

Let us again say that we are witnessing a huge 

election-based upheaval and the ground reports 

are also corroborating the fact that the people of 

Bihar are completely against the sitting Chief 

Minister Nitish Kumar, JDU as well as BJP. 

Since the very beginning NDA leaders were 

being booed on their faces. Sitting ministers 

were unable to visit their constituencies. They 

have been abused, chased away and even beaten 

at some places. The anger is so deep that even 

PM is not being spared. Since the campaign 

kicked off, NDA mass meeting are drawing flak 

with even PM Modi addressing a lot of empty 

chairs along with a very moderate audience. On 

the other hand, Mahagathbandhan’s rallies and 

meetings are gathering strong crowds of tens of 

thousands and it is still continuing when the 

campaign has entered the second round. The 

under current seems to have turned even stronger 

in the favour of Mahagathbandhan and it can be 

palpably felt. It’s not hard to figure that the 

presence of the left forces and their cadres who 

are active on the ground day in and day out, apart 

from Tejashwi's high flown promise of 10 lakh 

jobs, have enabled this mass turnout in 

Mahagathbandhan’s favour. The communal and 

jingoistic politics of BJP is finding no buyers 

among the masses. Till now, the ground report 

suggests that the results on 10th November will 

mark the end of Nitish Kumar’s reign. 

A GLIMPSE OF POST ELECTION SCENARIO AND 

OUR CALL  

The question, however, remains before us as to 

what should be our call in the above described 

situation. What should we say to the masses? No 

doubt, we wish, hope and are trying that the BJP-

JDU led NDA alliance is voted out of power. But 

beyond this, there are other important things that 

need to be stated and demystified.  

If Mahagathbandhan wins, the left parties within 

the alliance, namely CPI, CPI (M) and CPI (ML) 

Liberation will also be part of the coalition 

government. Ripples can be seen among the 

masses in response to the possibility of this fact 

that those really working among the people will 

be in the government as ministers. The people's 

optimism has risen due to this, too. Though it 

shows their political backwardness and a sheer 

lack of revolutionary training due to revisionism 

being practiced by the parliamentary left, yet it 

is true that this is giving new hopes to the masses 

and thus both, the unrest and the participation 

among the masses are multiplying. The left 

cadres are therefore fully active on the ground. 

This raises the question that if Mahagathbandhan 

forms the government, which will include the 

left parties, will it be able to work to serve the 

agenda of blowing a defeat upon fascist forces, 

at least in Bihar? Are their policies such that 

make us believe that the BJP-led regressive 

fascist forces can be defeated and uprooted from 

among the masses? Yes and no. It is true that the 

first step of the anti-fascist struggle, that is, to 

ensure their defeat in the given elections seems 

like moving in the positive direction, but the rest 

of the way that lies after this victory has been left 

unattended and undecided.   

Surely, when issues of education, employment, 

healthcare, etc. have become the demands of the 

people and the Mahagathbandhan wins on this 

plank, then it is clear that after the victory of 
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Mahagathbandhan, the democratic spirit and 

morale of the people will be raised and their 

hopes will spike to the sky. But we know that 

these hopes and dreams will shatter once again; 

the reasons behind this have already been 

explained above. What does it mean to us? 

It means that after the elections are over, another 

important test awaits the CR forces. Surely, 

we’ve failed the first test as we could not present 

a revolutionary political alternative to the masses 

amidst the current elections on a large scale. The 

left parties in Mahagathbandhan have submitted 

the reins of the alliance since the very first day 

to RJD, a bourgeois party, and its alliance leader 

Tejashwi Yadav. They’re not even in the 

position to say out loud their own understanding, 

particularly about the tasks of fighting fascism 

that remain unfinished even after the victory of 

Mahagathbandhan. They know that if they 

outline the limits of this alliance in this regard, 

then this alliance will get derailed. Their purpose 

of making this alliance, which undoubtedly was 

just to win a few more seats, will be defeated. 

They also fear that if Mahagathbandhan gets 

enough seats leading to a comfortable majority 

and forms the government without the support of 

the left forces, their condition will worsen 

further and they may not be included in the 

government. As the 'left' is not equipped with 

any revolutionary program, even in a limited 

sense and manner, for the current election 

scenario, such things are haunting the left circles 

very badly. The ground is only echoing with the 

slogans of defeating BJP-JDU, taking Tejashwi 

to the throne and making RJD-Congress led 

Mahagathbandhan victorious. But in this, no 

program for a real political or ideological fight 

against fascism can be seen. And thus, in spite of 

having a brilliantly favorable objective situation 

on the ground of massive unrest and 

dissatisfaction among the masses, the left has 

given up the reigns completely and in this 

weakened condition, whatever little 

revolutionary campaign is being done by 

scattered communist revolutionary groups has a 

very limited reach bringing no real impact on the 

ground. Even those CR groups who are 

contesting elections, they are inflicted with 

serious right and revisionist tendencies. This can 

be easily discerned from their campaign 

literature and speeches.   

On the other hand, after elections the ground will 

become ripe for a rapid growth of mass 

movement owing to the massive unrest  and the 

conditions of the people deteriorating further, 

because if NDA loses and Mahagathbandhan 

wins, which is likely given the conditions on the 

ground (given that no underhand tactics is taken 

up by Modi-Nitish), the hopes and movement of 

people will objectively move forward further. 

But subjectively, it is clear that their hopes will 

not be fulfilled. Maximum of the promises being 

made, like putting an end to starvation, stopping 

migration of workers to big cities in search of 

work, filling up of all vacant positions in 

government and semi-government departments 

and opening up new vacancies, eradicating 

unemployment and stopping floods, setting up 

factories, etc. are those which cannot be fulfilled 

under the capitalist system based solely on profit 

and reeling under deepest crisis. In the context of 

Indian Capitalism, Bihar historically serves as a 

hinterland which provides a pool of cheap labour 

for big industrial centers like Gurgaon, Noida, 

etc. So, it is certain that the promises made are 

not only hollow but also false and completely 

misleading. Even if BJP wins, we know what the 

outcome will be. These forces are desperate to 

gain power by any means possible.  

In either of the outcomes, a new wave of mass 

unrest is waiting for us in Bihar in post-elections 

time and scenario, especially if 

Mahagathbandhan emerges victorious. And 

though we’ve not jointly presented a 

revolutionary alternative program in front of the 

disenchanted masses during the election, the 

question arises; are we ready to take this up after 

the elections? Are we, the CR forces, ready for a 

political intervention among the masses, given 

the favourable situation of further mass unrest as 

a result of unfulfillment of the promises made by 
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both the camps, in a situation that is expected to 

develop from bad to worse after the election is 

over? 

THE QUEER SITUATION CONFRONTING THE 'LEFT' 

We should also be clear that if the left parties 

refrain from joining the Tejashwi-led 

Government after the victory of 

Mahagathbandhan, it’ll backfire because they’re 

in a pre-poll alliance and the masses will blame 

them for this. The possibility of them joining the 

Government has led to a massive upsurge in their 

support base, and if they decline to join, they will 

be held responsible for the unfulfillment of their 

promises. On the other hand, if they participate 

in the government donning ministerial posts and 

then keep silent over the non-fulfillment of the 

promises made to the people by them or the 

Mahagathbandhan leader Tejashwi Yadav, then 

the people will not spare or forgive them. In such 

a situation, the left which completely failed to 

present a revolutionary program, even in limited 

manner or in the manner that suits and is 

convenient to their politics, will once again shy 

away from presenting a 'left revolutionary' 

program to the masses after forming the 

government and based on that stage a rebellion.  

If RJD and Congress get a comfortable majority 

without the left, then there is an even lesser 

chance that their voices will be heard in the 

cabinet. And if they keep silent then their 

survival on the ground will be threatened. The 

Left as a whole irrespective of their colour will 

be the loser and red flag will further lose its 

shine.  

In the present situation, the only scenario 

possible is the same which Modi phenomenon 

presented after 2014 election, where the masses 

were duped by hefty promises and not a single 

promise was fulfilled in the end. 

Mahagathbandhan, especially RJD, is treading 

the same path.  

WITHER THE CRS? 

We believe that the revolutionary sections are up 

for a big challenge after elections, if they are 

ready to accept that. We can see that the 

elections campaign has thrown this fact out in 

the open for everyone to see that there is a wave 

of mass unrest, to say in a limited (bourgeois) 

sense, among the people, particularly the toilers 

and the youth. This wave is currently being used 

to give power in Bihar to Tejashwi Yadav. We 

can sum this up by saying that the hopes of 

the people pinned upon and tied to 

Mahagathbandhan is misplaced, false and 

baseless, but the unrest, anger and rage of the 

masses is not false, rather it is real and very 

much exists with ferocity on the ground. Since 

the anger and dissatisfaction are real, the 

main task that lies ahead in front of the CR 

forces is to take into account this, grasp its 

importance and transform this into a 

vigorous political mass movement on the basis 

of which we can expect a decisive 

revolutionary upsurge in the upcoming 

decade that may have decisive results because 

almost similar situations exist in the entire 

country and thus have revolutionary 

potential because it is certain that not a single 

real issue of the people will find a solution in 

the present exploitative and oppressive 

capitalist-fascist system reeling under severe 

permanent crisis.  

There’s almost no space left for any reform. 

Hence, the space for so called left parties is 

also heavily contracted and they have no 

future. They often raise a slogan of pro-people 

development as opposed to Modi's call of 

progress and development. This slogan exposes 

them and their fallacy as it is meaningless to talk 

of development of people, because in a 

monopolistic capitalistic era, the development 

can never be for the people, it’ll always be the 

development of or in favour of big capital. 

Development for all in general is a hoax in 

capitalism. Under capitalism, it is the capital 

that grows and develops through 
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concentration and centralisation which, 

under as fascism rule, is all the more rampant 

and takes place violently by expropriating, 

uprooting and destroying the lives of millions 

of economically backward classes and 

sections of the people, the majority of the 

population is thus sent into a situation of 

penury at one stroke, very rapidly. That's 

why there is no scope of rolling back of 

attacks on people. All social wealth is getting 

concentrated into fewer and fewer hands with 

this development under capitalism, which means 

that the majority masses are being pushed into 

pauperisation and are being rapidly 

proletarianised. This phenomenon can be seen in 

the entire world, be it America, Bolivia, Europe, 

etc. Massive unrest and mass movements can be 

seen all around the globe even in times of Covid. 

In India also, the ground for such mass 

movements turning into class struggle is fast 

preparing and situations of revolutionary 

upsurge is ripening. On the one hand, there is the 

fascist onslaught and increasing attacks on 

democratic laws and democratic rights; 

democracy is being severely attacked upon; 

workers’ rights are being snatched in order to 

enslave them. The entire civilisation is being 

pushed towards the dark barbaric ages. But we 

also see that the counteracting forces required to 

tackle this are also getting ready and slowly 

advancing. The upcoming decade is going to be 

a challenging time for capitalist-imperialist 

powers and fascism because now mankind is 

faced with the question of life and death. And we 

know that mankind will not decide against itself. 

It’ll never decide against the forward movement 

of history, let there be untold repression. In order 

to destroy fascism, which is sitting right on our 

chests and stifling us, the current unrest will have 

to multiply and increase manifolds whose 

possibility is very much present. In the 

upcoming decade, either we will plunge into the 

depths of medievalism where mankind will face 

the danger of extinction not only of human 

values but also of the whole humanity, or 

fascism, monopolistic capitalism and 

imperialism will give way to socialism, the only 

most egalitarian society.  

KICKING OUT THE FASCIST IN THE ELECTION 

BRINGS ONLY TEMPORARY RESPITE 

Historically we are passing through a time when 

we can witness the advent of humanity into an 

era of decisive struggles and mass movements 

against fascism and capitalism-imperialism. It 

can be seen in the entire world that the problems 

faced by the people owing to the rotten and crisis 

ridden capitalist-imperialist-fascist system can 

be solved only by completely replacing or 

uprooting capitalism, the very basis of 

emergence of imperialism and fascism. The 

swapping of governments in between can 

however bring a temporary respite only; a 

temporary relief and nothing more. And this 

temporary relief is also important to us and we 

should strive to achieve it and this is why all the 

progressive democratic forces have the solemn 

duty to kick the fascist organisations out of 

power in elections and wherever they get a 

chance to do so. We should smash them out from 

among the masses.  

But the real question, which is related to this, is 

that in what way is this temporary relief 

important for us? And the answer is that we must 

utilize this temporary relief from fascism to 

realign our forces and give a revolutionary 

direction to the entire unfolding unrest and 

people's uplifted morale and democratic spirit by 

using the most resolute forces that the 

revolutionary movement has at its disposal. 

Beyond this, it has not much importance. The 

objective conditions are also in our favour, as 

already explained. It is true that the temporary 

relief is also important, but we should know 

exactly in what sense it is important. It just 

provides us with an opportunity to prepare 

ourselves and realign our forces, and nothing 

more than that.  

So, we need to solve the dilemma surrounding 

the strategy to defeat fascism. We need to 

overthrow the old 'left' strategy of defeating or 
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making alliance against fascism by tailing 

behind the bourgeoisie. We need to create scope 

of instilling a revolutionary alternative program 

among the masses, even if it is incumbent upon 

us to temporarily form an election block with the 

'anti-fascist' bourgeois camp. We know that if we 

want to defeat fascism once and forever then we 

need to bring forward the question of building a 

system which can solve all the existing problems 

faced by the masses. If we don't challenge and 

overthrow the omnipotence of capital which 

restricts the flow of relief to the people and in its 

place build a new society of all the exploited, 

deprived and oppressed classes and community 

in the leadership of the proletariat, if we cannot 

instill this in the imaginations of the people and 

present this as an alternative in the fight against 

fascism, then no real fight can be started against 

the fascist forces. And ultimately the masses will 

get fed up with this and distance themselves 

from us as well, because for them, any kind of 

respite is out of question in the present 

circumstance of permanent crisis that has 

surrounded the world capitalist system. 

 

BE READY TO UNITE TO OVERTHROW CAPITALISM 

Though it amounts to repeating, it is worth 

repeating that there existed favourable situation 

before the election and now a new situation is 

emerging after the elections, as explained above. 

And we must intervene in the new scenario after 

elections no matter what the results may be, that 

is, whether Mahagathbandhan wins or NDA 

comes in power. Everyone will agree with the 

analysis that there is a strong sense of 

dissatisfaction prevailing among the masses all 

over India as well, though the unrest is somewhat 

deeper in Bihar as it is mainly the land of toilers, 

particularly the migrant labourers who have been 

worst hit. Further, here there is a long history of 

people's repression and the destruction of public 

facilities. And today the condition is such that 

the Nitish government has not only not done any 

basic foundation work for any people-oriented 

relief, but in turn has built such a state machinery 

which is blatant and too much oppressive. He 

doesn't meet any people's representative. Bihar 

police makes no difference between men and 

women while beating them on the road during 

their demonstrations.  BJP’s objective here is to 

clear the rest of obstacles that lie ahead and thus 

gain complete and independent control over 

Bihar's state machinery and then make Bihar, 

like UP and other BJP rules states, a rabid 

hunting ground of the fascist against the 

democratic voices and toiling masses in order to 

facilitate the unhindered corporate loot.  

So, there is an immediate task of defeating the 

fascist NDA alliance in the ongoing Bihar 

election, but with this is immediately intertwined 

the long-term task of riding on the crest of the 

mass unrest that will further accentuate and as a 

result will give rise to tremendous mass 

movement after elections, no matter whoever 

wins. It is the duty of the CR forces that although 

we are not united today, we need to unite 

tomorrow and ride on the crest of the mass unrest 

and transform the upcoming decade into a 

decade of revolutionary upsurges and thus 

launch a decisive struggle against the fascist-

capitalist-imperialist forces.  

Down With Fascism!  

Down With Capitalism and Imperialism!!   
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 “Since no such data (number of migrant 

workers died during lock down) exists, there is 

‘no question of giving compensation’ to victims’ 

next of kin”, declared Santosh Gangwar, Union 

Minister of State, Ministry of Labor and 

Employment in Parliament on Sep 14, 2020. 

Government, however, conceded that more than 

1 crore workers returned to their native places 

due to lock down. “Narendra Modi government 

failed India in its hour of need, both economy 

and people”, The Print came out with a very apt 

headline. There cannot be a more cruel, 

irresponsible and insensitive statement in 

response to the unprecedented migrant crisis of 

a scale never witnessed since partition of India. 

There would hardly be a government on this 

earth to have gall to utter these 4 deadly words, 

Question Does Not Arise (QDNA)!!  

 

Let’s see what’s the fault of these migrant 

workers for having subjected to this life and 

death battle quite literally. They were, many of 

them still are, peasants or artisans working at 

their respective native places. It was capitalist 

‘development’ that snatched tools from their 

artistic hands by flooding the market with 

machine made tools and also deprived them of 

their tiny piece of land by making the farming 

over it unviable. Even if they are still clinging 

desperately to that piece of land, they cannot 

survive over its produce. Natural desire to 

survive and need to douse fire of hunger, then, 

pulled them out of their huts in villages and 

pushed them towards cities to work in industries. 

It needed a will power of steel to leave their near 

and dear family members behind and embark on 

a journey which had no fixed destination, no 

house, no place of work decided. There was, 

however, no reason to ponder over that as the 

only other option was a certain death out of 

hunger. What’s the hardship that they didn’t 

endure, which emotional trauma is there that 

they didn’t suffer, what’s the challenge they 

didn’t brave!! The steely will power, unflinching 

determination and never say die attitude of the 

proletariat is not without reason. Their life 

makes them invincible and face any adversity 

head on. Living together with 10 other comrades 

in a tiny, filthy room and standing at nearby 

round about daily in the morning, waiting for the 

buyer of their labor power, the only commodity 

left with them, surviving somehow to repeat the 

same exercise and also sending some money 

back home to enable their kids survive, becomes 

their daily routine.  They were in no way, 

directly or indirectly, responsibly for the deadly 

pandemic of Covid19. Virus came to the country 

via planes, the interior of which, these workers 

have never seen. Why was their survival not 

taken into consideration while satiating the 

insatiable hunger to appear on TV to address the 

nation and then announcing countrywide 

lockdown of 1380 million lives? Why was 

absolutely no time spared to think as how will 

crores and crores people can be confined behind 

WORKERS DISOWNED BY THEIR ‘OWN’ 

GOVERNMENT 
S V Singh 

https://twitter.com/TheLeaflet_in/status/1305377056763473921/photo/1
https://theprint.in/opinion/narendra-modi-govt-has-failed-india-in-its-hour-of-need-both-economy-and-people/425672/
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‘Lakshmanrekha’? Why was there no planning 

in that direction? Who is responsible for their life 

shattering ordeal? Who is responsible for the 

death of 990 human beings who perished on that 

desperate endless journey? The labor minister 

didn’t bother to enlighten the nation before 

denying any compensation, disowning about 

half of the population and before declaring 

‘Question Does Not Arise (QDNA)? As we are 

left with no alternative, let us take the 

government’s declaration positively. It is 

implied in the labor minister’s statement that the 

government wanted to compensate the dying, 

suffering workers but is unable to do so as there 

is no data available. The government ‘of the 

people, by the people and for the people’ 

remained engrossed in the ‘service of the nation’ 

during lockdown and could not record the data 

of the migrant worker’s death and despair and 

that is why workers are not getting any 

compensation. Let us help our government on 

this issue as a responsible citizen of the nation. 

HERE IS THE DATA YOU NEED, MR. MINISTER!!   

Since the central government is willing to 

provide compensation to the migrant workers 

who died on their eternal journey back home 

because of gross irresponsibility and 

monumental insensitivity on the part of the 

government as declared by the Minister, Labor 

and Employment on the floor of Lok Sabha but 

is unable to proceed for want of requisite data, 

let us provide the complete grim statistical data* 

with every detail. 

• DEATHS: During the period the cruel lock 

down was in force without any planning and 

thinking about the consequences till July 

2020, a total of 990 migrant workers died on 

their life and death LONG MARCH due to 

circumstances directly attributable to lock 

down. These are the non Covid-19 deaths. 

Complete details of the dead persons viz. 

name, age, place, state and reason of death 

 
* We put on record our sincere thanks and admiration for the entire team of SWAN (Stranded Workers Action 

Network) for collecting meticulously the valuable data and allowing us to use the same.   

and also the source of information are 

provided in the link; 

https://thejeshgn.com/projects/covid19-

india/non-virus-deaths/#Table .  

CAUSE OF DEATHS 

Number of 

Deaths As of 

31.07.2020 

Starvation and Financial 

Distress (combined) 
216 

Lack of Medical Care 77 

Road or Train Accidents 209 

Death in Shramik Trains 96 

Suicides 133 

Death in Quarantine Centers 49 

Lockdown associated Crimes 18 

Police Brutality 12 

Alcohol Withdrawal Related 49 

Exhaustion 48 

Unclassified 83 

TOTAL 990 

 

SWAN (Stranded Workers Action Network) 

activists have really done commendable work by 

recording this data of monumental man -made 

catastrophe for the perusal of not only the 

present state power but to entire posterity. Some 

of the details of the gory statistics as follows: 

• Within a span of just 19 days between 

09.05.20 to 27.05.20, there were 80 deaths on 

board the Shramik Special trains as per 

official data from the RPF. Zonal officer of 

railways acknowledged that ‘Heat, 

exhaustion and thirst are among the primary 

issues faced by the passengers on board these 

trains’. 

http://strandedworkers.in/mdocuments-library/
https://thejeshgn.com/projects/covid19-india/non-virus-deaths/#Table
https://thejeshgn.com/projects/covid19-india/non-virus-deaths/#Table
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• At the time the country wide lock down was 

announced on 24th March, 50% of the 

stranded workers had rations sufficient for 

less than a day and 72% of them said that 

their ration will suffice only for 2 days. 

• 96% of the stranded workers had not received 

any ration from the government, be it central 

or state government. 

• 78% of the stranded workers had less than 

Rs.300 left with them. 

• 89% of the stranded workers have not been 

paid salary by their employer at all. 44% calls 

received by the SWAN from stranded 

workers were “SOS” of such acuteness that 

they are left with neither a single paisa nor 

any food to eat. 

•   Stranded workers at Surat informed; “Our 

employer still compels us to work saying, if 

you don’t work, you won’t get food. Food is 

offered only once a day.” 

• In response to a PIL (civil diary no 

10801/2020 filed by Harsh Mandar and 

Anjali Bhardwaj vs Union of India, the Chief 

Justice of India (CJI) remarked, “If they are 

being provided meals, then why do they need 

money for meals?”. 

• With each passing day of lock down the 

distress call for food were getting increased 

and getting more acute. 

• “Unko zyada zarurat hai humse, unko 

dijiega. Hamare paas itna ration hai ki aur 

do din chal jaega”, those having 2 days 

ration left saying to SWAN volunteers to 

help those of their comrades first who have 

no ration at all. Look at the spirit of hungry 

stranded workers!! 

•  A petition was filed in Supreme Court in the 

first lock down itself praying the court to 

direct government to ensure wages for daily 

wage workers. The petition was rejected on 

21.04.20 stating that ‘they are happy with the 

arrangements made by central and state 

government’.  

MIGRANT WORKERS ARE ENTITLED TO DUE 

COMPENSATION FOR THEIR DEATH AND 

DEVASTATION 

There are, therefore, total 990 tragic deaths due 

to lock down in our country duly documented 

with every detail by SWAN volunteers. Number 

of injuries, job losses and financial loss and 

trauma is humongous. It has to be reiterated, 

shouted from every roof top again and again that 

total 990 workers died for absolutely no fault on 

their part. They were made to die by the sudden 

declaration of country wide cruel lockdown 

without any planning for crores of those who eat 

in the evening only after they toil in the day. No 

work for the proletariat means no food. The 

compensation act effective from Feb 4, 2020 

stipulates details of the Extent of Liability, “On 

the occurrence of any accident as defined under 

these guidelines, the Department shall, whether 

or not there has been any wrongful act, neglect 

or default on part and notwithstanding anything 

contained in any other law, be liable to pay 

compensation to such extent as prescribed 

below: 

i) In the event of death or permanent 

disability resulting from loss of both 

limits: Rs.10. 00, 000/- (Rupees Ten 

Lakh) 

ii) In the event of other permanent disability: 

Rs.7, 00, 000/- (Rupees Seven Lakh)” 

Total amount of compensation for the 990 

deceased migrant workers, therefore, comes to 

Rs.99 crore (990x10,00,000). There is no record 

for the other losses suffered by the migrant 

workers but the government has ample resources 

and means to collect the same with the help of 

social organizations like SWAN and trade 

unions. Most of the terms of payment of 

compensations to dependents as defined under 

Employee’s Compensation Act, 1923 are being 

fulfilled by the data collected and documented 

by SWAN and other several organizations 

submitted with the Supreme Court during the 

course of PILs.  The workers who lost their lives 

were the sole bread earners in their respective 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/resources/article31442220.ece/binary/Lockdown-and-Distress_Report-by-Stranded-Workers-Action-Network.pdf
https://dea.gov.in/sites/default/files/GUIDELINES%20FOR%20SETTLEMENT%20OF%20CLAIMS%20FOR%20COMPENSATION_0.pdf
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families and denying any compensation on the 

excuse of ‘no data is available hence question of 

compensation does not arise’ is inhuman and 

cruel. In case due compensation is not paid 

urgently then this may result in the death of 990 

families not the death of 990 individuals. PM 

declares in public meetings in Bihar almost daily 

these days, ‘see, we cared so much about migrant 

workers, we sent them home at public expense!!’ 

Total compensation amount of Rs.99 crore for 

the life of 990 families is not a big deal for a 

mighty, in comparison to what our resourceful 

GOI committed to ‘Sabka Saath Sabka Vikaas’ 

doles out to the Corporates as a matter of 

routine!! Let’s see... 

• According to a News Click report dated 9th 

July 2019, during Modi-1 (2014 to 2019) 

over 4.3 lakh crore tax relief was provided 

to the corporates by squeezing funds from 

various welfare schemes like MGNREGA, 

Anganwadi, Midday Meal Scheme.  

Corporate concessions went on increasing in 

every year’s budget; 2014-15 Rs.65607 

crore; 2015-16 Rs.76858 crore; 2016-17 

Rs.93643 crore; 2017-18 Rs.108785 crore. 

This is not a new phenomenon, it is 

continuing as usually since UPA times. 

During UPA-2, this amount of tax 

concessions provided to the corporates 

amounted to Rs. 3.52 lakh crore. It is going 

on since Nehru’s times but the scale of this 

dole out caught public attention when a 

statement to that effect was explicitly found 

in the budget speech of the year 2006-07. 

Modi government, in its motive to prove their 

credentials to their masters and in order to 

prove better than Congress got 

overenthusiastic and increased these free 

bees by 22%. These bourgeois parties differ 

only in their upper get up, content remains 

exactly the same. No question is ever asked 

as is now being asked in case of migrant 

workers now, “Question Does Not Arise”. 

Interestingly, one cannot find any mention, 

any proposal, any debate to stop this or 

reduce the amount of this squandering of 

public money in the budget speeches of even 

the opposition parties. Rare unanimity is 

witnessed among all bourgeois parties when 

there comes the question of ‘helping’ the 

corporates. 

•  Modi government offered a 1.45 lakh 

crore bonanza to corporate by tax rate cut 

as per report published in Bloomberg 

dated Sep 20, 2019.  Corporate tax was cut 

from 30% to 22% to stimulate growth which 

fell down to 5%, six year low. This happened, 

please remember, well before the Corona 

Pandemic and countrywide lockdown when 

industrial growth has fallen down to -22.6%. 

Government never bothers to examine and let 

the nation know how much growth was, 

actually, stimulated, how much new jobs 

were created by such a mammoth bonanza 

amounting to Rs.1.45 lakh crore. 

• “7 lakh crore Bad Loans Written Off In 

Decade, 80% Of It In Last 5 Years: RBI” 

reads a headline in Logical Indian dated 20th 

April 2019. Corporate bad loans are written 

off out of equity capital of the banks and then 

the government infuses capital in banks. This 

has now become a regular occurrence, being 

repeated every year. Besides getting capital 

support from the government, banks make up 

these losses by increasing the bank charges 

for all their services availed by all other 

customers. It means that relief is indirectly 

provided to the corporates out of national 

treasury which will be made good by levying 

further taxes on the poor people and other 

portion of the corporate bonanza is 

compensated by increasing service charges 

on each and every bank service which is 

again born by the common people. In both the 

processes burden of the loss inflicted by the 

rich is born by the poor. The same promoters 

of the company, then, float another company 

and avail larger size loans to repeat the same 

vicious circle. Shiv Pratap Shukla, Minister 

of State Financed informed Lok Sabha while 

answering a question that during last 3 years 

Public Sector Banks have recovered 

https://www.newsclick.in/corporate-tax-concessions-modi-government-budget
https://www.bloombergquint.com/business/nirmala-sitharaman-cuts-indias-corporate-tax-rate-in-rs-145-lakh-crore-stimulus
https://thelogicalindian.com/news/bad-loans-reveals-rbi-data/
https://www.moneylife.in/article/banks-recover-rs10000-crore-from-customers-not-maintaining-minimum-balance-using-atms-more/55976.html
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Rs.10000 crore from customers for not 

maintaining balance and availing ATM 

facilities beyond stipulated free transactions. 

Private banks are looting the customers more 

severely on this score. Who happen to be 

those who fail to maintain minimum 

balances? Not Adanis and Ambanis but the 

poor, hungry and destitute only. The banks 

who keep providing ‘relief’ to the corporate 

by way of waiver of interest, writing off 

humongous amount of bad loans did not 

spare even the migrant workers. In several of 

the cases minimum balance recoveries were 

affected even from the cash help that was 

provided to them by the social groups to 

purchase food items. 

•  On May 14, 2020 announced a mammoth 

relief package of Rs.20 Lakh Crore, being 

10% of the GDP. An amount of Rs.1.7 Lakh 

Crore was declared to be part of that package 

which was earmarked as cost of free 

distribution of wheat and rice under Pradhan 

Mantri Garib Kalyan Package. One very 

curious point of this big bang package is that 

detailed break up of that whopping amount of 

Rs.20 lakh crore was never provided and no 

analyst was able to calculate and add up to 

reach even nearer that amount of Rs.20 lakh 

crore. This means that in this announcement 

too, there is sizable inclusion of peculiar 

Modi rodomontade to make the 

announcement sound as big bang. During 

that announcement, however, government 

conceded that total 12.2 crore jobs are lost 

because of Pandemic lock down but 

unfortunately, there is no relief provision 

provided for those 12.2 crore workers for loss 

of job. Most importantly, no need was felt to 

even talk about those migrant workers who 

succumbed during the most tortious journey 

and for those who survived somehow after 

undergoing unspeakable pain and hardships 

as if they are not human beings and as if they 

do not belong to this land.   

 

WORKERS EARN THEIR RIGHTS ONLY BY 

FIGHTING UNITEDLY 

The reason to pay compensation to the families 

of the migrant workers numbering 990 who 

perished on the way back home after declaration 

of unplanned, thoughtless and cruel lock down 

are so overwhelmingly convincing and justified 

that even the most insensitive and anti -worker 

government of the day could not deny this 

outrightly. ‘Since no data is available, question 

of payment of compensation does not arise’, this 

is, in fact, a confession of another gross 

irresponsibility on the part of the labor minister. 

Why is this vital data not available with such a 

resourceful and powerful government, a 

Vishwaguru since Aug 5 2020, when everything 

is under surveillance and government knows 

who is eating what in the evening? This entire 

issue of payment of compensation of Rs.99 crore 

@ Rs.10 lakh each to 990 deceased workers is 

made out as if entire treasury of the GOI will be 

emptied by this measure!! Is payment of Rs.99 

crore to save the life of 990 extremely poor and 

desperately needy families is such a big deal for 

the government of a country of 138 crore 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/finance/latest-stimulus-package-among-largest-in-the-world/articleshow/75701976.cms?from=mdr
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people? These days, whenever any relief is 

announced for the corporates it is always in the 

unit of ‘lakh crore’. This newly popular unit, 

actually, means putting 13 zeros after one, 

Rs.10000000000000 (10 billion)!! Does rupee 

have different value when given to poor in 

comparison to when it is given to the rich!! Data 

is very much available, Sir, thanks once again to 

the splendid job done by SWAN team. Denying 

due compensation now even after being 

confronted with the requisite data is like 

disowning our own people who are the real 

producers of everything on this earth. The most 

tragic aspect of this horrible ordeal of the 

migrant workers is that no fault can be attributed 

to them in any manner whatsoever. The class 

character of the government also stands exposed 

in no uncertain terms. Look at the stark 

difference when freebees are doled out to the 

Ambanis and Adanis of the country in the units 

of ‘lakh crores’ and how the question of 

compensation to destitute, hungry families of the 

migrant workers is dealt with. In the former case, 

concerned minister announces ‘relief packages’ 

glee fully and no account is taken afterwards 

what happened to the ‘benefits trickling down’ 

bluff or ‘generating employment’ farce. What 

impact will it have on the health of national 

treasury, not a trace of concern is ever 

perceptible when issue of ‘relief’ to the 

corporates comes. Even the reserves of RBI are 

not spared. Any penny taken out of national 

treasury is precious, however, in case it is going 

to be paid to the workers even for their very 

survival. Who has filled these treasuries, by the 

way? Who moves these machines? Who creates 

surplus value which is usurped by the capitalist 

to fill their coffins? Mountains of their capital in 

their balance sheet get bigger and bigger and 

they keep climbing the ladder of the world’s 

most rich, how? Even during lockdown when 

GDP growth is -23%, Mukesh Ambani’s 

accruals have increased @Rs.90 crore an hour!! 

Who is the actual wealth creator? Bourgeoisie 

too knows the real facts, there is no confusion. 

The workers who were denied free rail tickets to 

go home in March and April were sent air tickets 

by industrialists to come back soon when 

lockdown opened and production was to 

commence, wheels of machines were to move!! 

Every right that the workers possess, each is 

earned by them after long, arduous, death 

defying struggles. This case of getting due 

compensation is not going to be any different. 

‘File of compensation is closed’ as far as the 

government is concerned. For workers, however, 

their files are never closed. These are closed only 

when they give up fighting. Their file is their life. 

They know how to get the closed file, opened. A 

few words on the deafening silence worn by the 

trade unions on this issue. Swearing by the 

interest of the proletariat in speech after speech 

is one thing and sharing the pain, humiliation and 

sufferings of the proletariat is quite another. 

Migrant workers did not only lose their jobs and 

their lives but also lost their dignity. They stand 

tormented emotionally. They stand beaten, 

demoralized, shattered and utterly humiliated. 

They have been treated inhumanely. They are 

crushed to dust. They bear piercing deep wounds 

on their psyche. Not standing with them now in 

their dire need and delivering high voltage 

sermons as usually to organize and lead them 

will be unpardonable crime. The historical 

journey henceforth is to be led by the proletariat 

only. A demoralized army can win no battle. 

This issue of compensation is a test case, the 

most just cause to fight for. Let’s rise to the 

occasion, join ranks and wage a massive united 

nationwide movement for the cause of providing 

just compensation to our martyred comrades. It 

will be a national shame in case families of 990 

workers who laid their lives on line do not get 

any compensation. They are the real Corona 

Warriors. All the trade unions and all well- 

meaning people of the country need to launch a 

nation-wide massive joint movement and force 

this Modi government to pay compensation to 

these genuine Corona Warriors. Let’s extend our 

unconditional help to migrant workers, the real 

producers of the national wealth, advanced class 

of our times in their fight for justice.  
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Jotirao (Jotiba) Phule was one of the foremost 

intellects of 19th century India. Inspired by the 

modern bourgeois democratic thoughts of Equality 

Fraternity Liberty, Phule was the first to give an 

ideological-theoretical basis to the struggle against 

Brahminical ideology of caste and patriarchal 

oppression dominating Indian society for many 

centuries. He was among the first to demand 

universal, free and equal public education for all. 

He also wrote the first detailed account of 

merciless colonial exploitation of peasants and 

artisans, and also pioneered the attempts to unite 

working class. However, the majority is still 

unfamiliar with his writings. Though Gulamgiri 

(1873) is somewhat better well known, most 

people are not familiar with his very important 

writing ‘Shetkaryachi Asud’ or ‘Peasants’ Whip’ 

(1881). A brief synopsis and critique of it is 

presented below.   

Reading Thomas Paine’s ‘Rights of Man’ in 1847, 

Phule got introduced to the humanist ideas of 18th 

century bourgeois-democratic revolutions of 

Europe and America and radical ideas of Liberty, 

Equality, Fraternity inspired him. Influenced by 

these ideas of European humanist thinkers, Phule 

initially considered European rule in India to be a 

progressive transformative force. However, he 

was also troubled by the recognition and patronage 

given to the reactionary Brahminism by the British 

colonial rulers as allies in their exploitative rule. 

He was also witness to the disastrous conditions of 

the life of Shudra-Atishudra peasants, artisans and 

working class people as a result of brutal colonial 

exploitation and plunder. He made an effort to 

investigate into the reasons of and remedies for 

this. That the Brahmin influence grew even in the 

courts of erstwhile Shudra Kunbi rulers like 

Bhosles, Sindhias, Holkars, Gaekwads, etc 

metamorphosed into Maratha satraps of 

principalities as followers of Shivaji and merciless 

exploitation of shudra-atishudra peasants by them 

was also noted by him in the Foreword to this 

book. 

 

Phule describes that while on the one hand 

illiterate peasants are beholden to the orthodox 

Brahminical religious ideas, on the other whole 

system of colonial administration also relies on the 

Bhat-Brahmin officials. Phule, in his biting 

sarcasm, details how the poor families not only 

face extortion through cunning Brahminical rituals 

throughout their life starting right from the very 

birth, but it also continues after death through 

BOOK REVIEW 

SHETKARYACHI ASUD (PEASANTS’ WHIP) – 

JOTIRAO PHULE 
M Aseem 
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shraddha rituals. Any life event whether birth, 

death, marriage, or building of a house necessarily 

requires a brahmin ritual and in each one the greed 

and lust of the pandas is revealed in the name of 

dakshina and a large part of the produce of 

peasants’ hard work is successfully appropriated 

by the priest class. He gives a detailed account of 

the year round plunder of peasant families through 

Brahminical priestly rituals beginning from 

Chaitra Prathama to Holi at the end of Falguna 

through Amavasya, Purnima, Ekadashi, 

Chaturdashi, Ashtmi, Navami, Grahan (eclipse), 

Devi puja, Satyanarayan puja, Ramayan, 

Mahabharat Paths, etc. 

But the same Brahmins decline to admit Shudra 

children in their Sanskrit schools. Some of them 

are allowed to join Prakrit Marathi classes and for 

that they collect not only monthly fees but also 

extort seedha (dry raw ration like grains, pulses, 

etc) as gift on Amavasya-Purnima and similar 

other occasions. In return they are only taught a 

few letters on sand, Modi (an old Marathi script), 

little arithmetic, some useless legends and Lavani 

like song-dances which enable them to act in 

village tamashas but which does not make them 

capable enough to keep their family accounts, 

what to say of capable of being employed as clerks 

or mamlatdars in an office. 

Enquiring into the causes of this long and 

sustaining Brahminical exploitation Phule says 

that the chief reason for this has been the unjust 

rules for depriving Shudras of education in 

Brahmin dominated society. Secondly, Brahmins 

dominated the administration of whoever ruled 

even if they were Shudra kings like Shivaji. He 

holds the lack of education of Shivaji and 

cunningness of Brahmins as responsible for it. He 

has also detailed the injustice and torture of 

Brahmin Peshwas who were able to wrest control 

during the reign of Shivaji’s descendants. 

Phule wonders why the British rulers have also 

turned cowardly and not only permit these unjust 

Brahminical orthodox rules to be enforced but also 

allow expenditure of huge money on their rituals, 

which comes out of the burdensome taxes 

collected from the poor and hard pressed 

peasantry. He complains that the Brahmin 

employees do not allow the true condition of 

peasants’ life to be reported to the British officers 

else the ‘merciful’ British government would have 

definitely taken some measures to alleviate them 

from their misery. He concludes that the ignorant 

peasants have been degraded so much with regard 

to both money and time and so much fear of 

education and knowledge has been instilled into 

their mind through the course of generations that 

they neither dare to educate their children nor have 

remained capable of doing that. It is pertinent to 

mention that while talking of peasantry Phule 

includes not only those who cultivate land but also 

those engaging in animal husbandry, 

planting/gardening and other agriculture related 

professions. 

In the 2nd chapter, Phule goes onto detail the 

oppressive exploitation of peasants, cattle breeders 

and artisans because of the policies of British 

colonial rule and native rulers/landlords in alliance 

with Brahminism resulting in widespread hunger 

and famines causing huge number of deaths and 

widespread destruction. He finds the following 

reasons for this situation. First, changing of the 

land rent settlement from one calculated on the 

basis of actual yield to one with amount fixed on 

size of land holding and provision of increase in 

same every thirty years. Second, poor peasants and 

landless being deprived from collecting forest 

produce like wood, fruits, leaves, etc and cow or 

sheep herders being denied access to meadows by 

forest department. Third, large numbers of peasant 

families being forced to turn to wage labour 

because of agriculture crisis as a result of above. 

Fourth, growing indigence of artisans like 

spinners, weavers, etc unable to face competition 

from cheap industrial products of British factories. 

Fifth, moneylenders taking over land of heavily 

indebted peasants bankrupted by usurious interest 

payments. Sixth, Shudras-Atishudras being 

deprived of even the little employment available to 

them under erstwhile feudal dispensations as 

British solely employ Brahmins in their 

administration. Seventh, severe exploitation and 

repression of peasants in government offices, 

police and courts through Brahmin employees by 

the heavily corrupt and luxury addicted British 

officials. He concludes that all of this has caused 
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huge degradation and downfall in the real 

condition of Shudra-Atishudra peasants’ life. 

Hence, they have begun to fall victim to hunger 

and famines on large scale. He refers to growth of 

alcoholism and criminal tendencies in many 

desperate peasants and artisans unable to bear the 

pain in the life of their families. 

Phule especially criticizes the ill condition of 

education system and denial of education to 

peasantry. He says that the colonial government 

collects huge amounts of local funds in the name 

of extension of education but spends hardly a third 

of it on building few schools here and there and 

keeps some panda teachers in those, who pass the 

whole day in their endless rituals instead of 

teaching. After coming under heavy criticism 

British government had appointed one Hunter 

Commission for reviewing the education system. 

Phule comments sarcastically that it made no 

attempt to enquire into the reality of education for 

common people. Instead it heard some Brahmin, 

Christian and Parsi elites in Bombay and Madras 

before quickly retracing its steps back to Calcutta. 

(One can separately read Phule’s submission to 

Hunter Commission on the issue of the said 

commission ignoring public education for 

common people and paying its attention solely to 

higher education for Brahmin and other elites.) 

To understand the context of what Phule wrote it 

is necessary to present some historical facts here. 

In the pre-British period agriculture was usually 

managed by the village collective and land rent 

whether in kind or in money was calculated as the 

share of actual produce. Hence, the feudal rulers 

found it in their own interest to construct public 

irrigation facilities like ponds, wells and canals to 

ensure higher yield. There was also a traditional 

system of keeping current year produce in storage 

(kothars) and using previous year produce for 

consumption as a measure of safety against 

famines. The villages were class divided – caste 

being the basis of labour and distribution and there 

was huge feudal exploitation and oppression. 

However, the historically developed traditions 

ensured that famines usually resulted only from at 

least two consecutive crop failures because of 

flood, drought, epidemic, etc. However, various 

land settlements starting from Permanent 

Settlement of Lord Cornwallis in 1793 fixed the 

land rent in money and based it on size of land 

holding irrespective of actual yield in a year. 

Moreover, there was provision of periodical 

increase in the rent amount. Landlords and their 

sub agents/contractors/collectors also collected an 

additional amount over and above the rent to be 

paid to British government for their own 

appropriation and also extracted unpaid labour 

from peasants. Once the railways were built there 

was also the beginning of grain trade, wherein 

peasants, distressed under pressure of immediate 

rent payment, sold their grain cheaply at harvest, 

which got exported through ports. However, later 

in the year grain prices went up and the needy 

buyers were forced to pay more for it. Thus, not 

only the practice of keeping buffer storage went 

out of practice, but the prices were higher because 

of shortage of grains some months after harvest 

season. Hence famines were caused even in case 

of single crop failures and sometimes even in 

times of good crops as cheap distress sale of 

produce owing to payment of rent and interest on 

debt and then buying at high prices became the fate 

of peasantry. In the 19th century 3.25 crores 

Indians died because of famines. In Phule’ time 

2.60 crores lost their lives owing to famines during 

the period of 1875-1900. But the real numbers 

were quite higher. According to a contemporary 

report in British medical journal Lancet 1.90 crore 

lives were lost in famines in decade of 1890-1900. 

Even in a year of good crop in 1943 approximately 

50 lakhs lives were lost of hunger in Bengal 

famine as the produce was seized by 

administration under orders of Churchill. 

Phule was witness to this increasingly disastrous 

and miserable condition and it is not difficult to 

understand that the principal victim of this were 

Shudra-Atishudra peasants, landless workers and 

artisans and not Brahmin-Savarna elites. Hence, 

Phule here criticizes not only the Brahminism and 

British Colonial rule but also sarcastically takes to 

task the newly emerging social reformers since in 

his view national or social reform is meaningless 

unless it confronts the injustice being done to the 

most exploited and oppressed sections of the 

society. This initial comment of his on the 

emerging national movement is very important. 
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He has written more on this in some of his other 

writings. 

Jotiba Phule details the circumstance of British 

colonialists allying with and using as their agents 

the privileged by birth Brahminical elites and 

describes the economic consequences of the 

intensified exploitation of Shudra-Atishudra 

peasantry, artisans and workers and warns British 

Colonial rule of an impending peasant revolt if this 

oppression does not mitigate. 

Phule also discusses the ancient native ganatantra 

states, invasions of Aryans and Greeks and 

evolution of Varna-Jati system. Then he goes on to 

detail the oppressive laws laid down by Brahmins 

in Manusmriti and denial of education to Shudras-

Atishudras resulting in complete dominance of 

Brahmins on them owing to their complete 

ignorance. Further he says that British rulers 

realised the benefit of this control of Brahmins 

very early and to minimise the resistance against 

their plundering rule they recruited Brahmins as 

their allies so that the English top officials could 

live in undisturbed comfort. Hence, they extended 

their patronage to Brahmins, recruited them as 

employees in their administration in large 

numbers, and fixed high land rent in their land 

settlement and provided for its periodic increase to 

ensure high earnings to their Brahmin officials. 

They began to collect ‘local funds’ in the name of 

education of peasants’ children and set up Chungi 

Chowkies (excise collection centres) every 6 miles 

on the roads which started to realise lakhs of 

rupees from peasants taking their produce to 

markets, imposed municipal taxes on the selling of 

grains or vegetables in urban markets, even 

imposed a draconian salt tax, deprived those who 

collected wood, leaves, fruits, etc from forests to 

sell of their livelihood. Moreover, peasants were 

compelled to sell their produce on low prices to 

traders which was exported to England for high 

profits by the traders. We have already talked of 

this as a cause of famines described earlier. 

Phule further says that the erstwhile feudal rulers 

in India constructed dams, canal, wells, ponds, 

roads, inns, public baths, tree groves, etc out of the 

public funds collected through land rent as a share 

of produce  and no separate taxes were collected 

for that purpose. British started imposing 

additional taxes for these works. Besides, huge 

loans were taken from big British banks in the 

name of this expenditure further burdening the 

Indian people as hundreds of crores was collected 

as tax from Indian peasants to pay interest on these 

loans, which was remitted to England. 

Consequently, most of the peasants cannot even 

recover their input costs from their crops and they 

are compelled to borrow from money lenders to 

pay land rent. But the government says that 

peasants are in no difficulty at all and their poverty 

is the result of wasteful expenses in weddings. 

Thereafter cheap British goods started to flood 

Indian market. Custom duties on these were 

reduced to zero resulting in these becoming 

cheaper than artisanal products bankrupting 

blacksmiths, spinners, weavers, shoemakers, 

leather workers, etc, i.e., all type of Indian artisans 

who became indigent and suffered from hunger 

and misery. Phule goes on to describe colonial 

plunder in detail and compares the lot of a peasant 

family with 4-5 sons and daughters-in-law 

cultivating using 8 bullocks with that of the lowest 

ranking English soldier. He talks of constant 

poverty and want of food, clothing, education, 

medicines, etc faced by the peasant family despite 

their relentless day and night hard labour and 

contrasts this with the salary, house, bed and 

bedding, clothing, food and wine, shoes, medicine 

and such luxuries available to the gora soldier. 

Detailing the mechanism of this colonial loot and 

robbery he also describes the role of selfish-

corrupt Brahmin employees in the working of 

whole system of grievous plunder. He says this 

system compels Indian common people to 

increasingly opt for dishonest and immoral means. 

He concludes by warning the British rulers that in 

case there is no relief from this intense merciless 

loot, if the peasants, artisans, workers were 

continued to be robbed in this manner to furnish 

the rulers with luxuries, they should be ready for a 

grievous result indicating an 1857 like revolt, 

though Phule himself was opposed to ‘feudal led’ 

revolt of 1857. 

Phule takes up the example of a peasant family to 

portray the misery and disaster created in the lives 

of peasantry, which is impossible to be 
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summarised here. In his view lives of peasants 

were comparably better off prior to British rule and 

they did not suffer from constant famines and 

hunger. But the heavy taxes imposed in land 

settlement, other levies, their increase every 30 

years, plunder by greedy English officials and 

their Brahmin subordinates, traditional officials 

like Patils and Kulkarnis also joining this colonial 

plunder, destruction of cattle wealth necessary for 

agriculture owing to colonial policies, huge export 

of grains, leather, cotton, wool and other 

commodities to England, import of foreign 

produced goods, white officials, engineers, 

doctors, etc in colonial administration serving 

British capitalists, peasantry crushed by burden of 

debt and being dispossessed of their possessions, 

merciless exploitation of uneducated and 

superstitious peasants through Brahmin rituals, etc 

added together have resulted in heavy loss of 

peasants’ lives by indigence, hunger, disease and 

famines. Phule says the desperation caused by this 

misery and indigence is resulting in number of 

youths of peasant families wasting away their lives 

in alcoholism, prostitution, crimes, etc. Talking of 

collection of lakhs of rupees by British rulers 

through ‘local funds’ in the name of education but 

not actually doing so, Phule sarcastically 

comments that if the peasant gets educated, he will 

no longer be beaten by the whip but will rather 

wield the whip and all these English officers-

employees will run away crying in fear to America 

where they will have to work hard to earn their 

keep. 

Another important aspect which Phule remarks on 

here is the character of new-fangled associations 

and conferences being formed at that time in the 

very beginning of the national movement. He 

considers all this to be a Brahmin movement. In 

his view the benefit of modernisation from English 

education, foreign travels, etc had accrued only to 

the Brahmin elites. These associations and 

conferences had no scope for discussion on the 

socio-economic exploitation faced by the peasants 

and artisans or their lack of education. Instead 

these elites also considered wasteful expenditure 

in weddings, etc by peasants to be the cause of 

their poverty and suffering instead of the then 

economic system. 

In the concluding chapter, Phule sharply questions 

the newly emerging national movement of well to 

do educated sections since this very Brahmin-

Savarna class was historically responsible for the 

oppression on Shudras-Atishudras. Even in 

Phule’s times this class collaborated with colonial 

rule and shared in the exploitation of peasants, 

artisans and workers and was not even ready to 

regard them as human beings. He thought that this 

class showed outward modern outlook to meet 

their business and administrative needs but 

continued to be fully orthodox reactionary 

Bahminists in their cultural, social and personal 

life. Phule, therefore, directly questions them how 

and on what basis Shudra-Atishudra peasants, 

workers and artisans can unite with them? 

Simultaneously, Phule also considered that that 

even the Shudra kings like Bhosles, Sindhias, 

Holkars, Gaekwads, etc also lived in luxury 

through exploiting Shudras and Atishudras and 

their courts were also dominated by Brahmins. 

Phule also says that some Shudras like him long 

deprived of education by Brahmins have been able 

to become educated because of some well-

intentioned Englishmen and missionaries. Some of 

them have also got an opportunity to get jobs in 

Railway and army. This has awakened them to 

their rights. He considered English to be 

enlightened and modern. Therefore, despite 

colonial oppression and dominance of Brahmins in 

it, he hoped that the outlook of British rulers could 

be changed by bringing the real condition of the 

life of exploited and oppressed to their notice and 

making rational humane appeals. Hence, he also 

gives many suggestions to colonial rule to improve 

the lot of peasants by general and technical 

agricultural education, irrigation facilities, 

improving fertility and productivity of soil and 

proscribing polygamy, obscene spectacles, etc. 

Thus, in Phule’s view the exploitation and 

oppression of peasants, artisans and workers is not 

limited to their being cheated by cunning 

Brahmins through myths, rituals and curses of 

gods-goddesses and Varna-Jati system. He sees it 

as part and parcel of social-economic system 

operated through established state power. Though 

he does not use these words as such, but he views 

Varna-Jati system as part of the prevailing social 
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production relations and ruler-subject class 

relations as ruling class or state power cannot exist 

independent of production relations. State power 

does not exist simply for the sake of state power. 

Its basis is appropriation of surplus produce by the 

labour of working classes, whether of slaves in 

slave owning society, or that of peasants-artisans 

by feudal lords, or that of the surplus value 

produced by the labour power of proletariat in a 

capitalist society. 

However, this robbery of the produce of labour of 

majority working classes cannot be sustained only 

through the repressive or punitive power of the 

state. Hence the ruling class needs an ideology 

which makes this robbery acceptable as just and 

moral to exploited classes and acts as the opium – 

palliative – for the alleviation of pain and suffering 

caused by merciless exploitation. In Indian society 

that role was played by the ideology of 

Brahminism as its concepts of karma, rebirth, 

moksha, Shreya-Preya, Varnashram, etc made the 

exploited accept and tolerate their miserable lot in 

life as their just reward. That is why all the rulers 

whether Shaka, Hun, Yavan, Mangol, Gurjar, or 

even Shudra kings accepted Brahmins as their 

allies since they found that Brahminism helped 

them in curbing the revolts of the oppressed and 

minimised the need for a repressive force. Even 

the Muslim and British rulers found this out very 

soon and after some initial hiccups Brahminism 

gradually became their ally. 

Phule confirms the same when he says that even 

the courts of Shudra kings are dominated by 

Brahmins and Shudras-Atishudras are equally 

exploited in their rule. Similarly, British also 

realised very soon that Brahmin elites were of 

considerable help in consolidating their rule. 

Therefore, whatever confrontation with them took 

place under Company rule prior to 1857, Queen 

Victoria’s declaration of 1858 assured of 

patronage to this elite and policy of no intervention 

where their interests were affected. Thereafter, 

they started recruiting mainly from their ranks for 

colonial administration. In return, this section also 

declared their loyalty to the British rule. This idea 

had its best ideological expression in ‘Anandmath’ 

written by colonial official Bankim Chandra 

Chattopadhyay, which declared full loyalty and 

support of Brahminism to British rule. This found 

continuation in the ideology of Hindu Mahasabha 

and RSS. This is the fundamental reason the 

colonial education system was designed for higher 

education to elites and not to educate peasantry 

and other working classes, as Phule remarks. 

Whatever education was available to Shudras-

Atishudras was because of some individual efforts 

by well meaning individuals and not because of 

British rule. This is also confirmed by the fact that 

the literacy rate in India in 1947 was only 12% and 

that of Shudras-Atishudras was lower than 1%. 

Although, initially they got some low level job 

opportunities in railway, army, etc British 

government actually stopped recruiting Dalits like 

Mahars in army in 1893 in the name of martial 

castes theory. 

We can conclude that in his later years Phule found 

that British colonial rule was a rule of merciless 

exploitation for peasants, workers and artisans of 

Shudra-Atishudra castes. He makes sharp remarks 

and sarcastic comments against it and warns of 

serious consequences like revolt. However, in his 

view, the newly shaping up national movement 

was also dominated by Brahmin elites. It made 

empty talk of modern democratic ideas owing to 

its own economic and political interests vis-à-vis 

British colonial rulers but was actually orthodox 

and reactionary in its socio-cultural outlook and 

practices. Therefore, Phule criticized it sharply 

and declined to join it. 

Question then arises why did Phule not attempt to 

organise an independent radical movement against 

both colonial rule and Brahminical elites? 

Although in 1885 Phule was attempting to 

organise workers along with the religious reforms 

of Shudra castes under the banner of Satya 

Shodhak Samaj and it was his associate Narayan 

Meghji Lokhande who formed first trade union in 

the then Bombay, the fact remains that in his last 

years Phule focussed mostly on religious-social 

reforms. This was not just a personal limitation of 

Phule but a limitation of the educational and 

political consciousness of Indian peasantry and 

workers in those times. Unfortunately, after him 

the Satya Shodhak Samaj lacked the leadership to 

accomplish this task and soon withered away as an 

effective progressive force.   
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Chile witnessed its biggest ever mass protest in 

recent history in October 2019 with tens of lakhs 

(millions) of people on coming on streets to 

demand an end to almost half a century neoliberal 

attacks and anti-people policies. This mass 

movement caused the government to succumb to 

the demand of a national plebiscite on the question 

of drafting of a new Constitution which would 

replace the existing neoliberal Constitution 

enacted by imperialist dictator Augusto Pinochet 

in 1980. Due to the magnitude and diversity of the 

protests, the Chilean media referred them as an 

Estallido social (social outbreak). 

In the referendum held on 25th October 2020, the 

Chilean masses have majorly voted for a new 

Constitution which would be drafted by a freshly, 

fully and directly elected Constitutional 

Convention. The election of members of this 

Constitutional Convention will take place in April 

2021 which would then give way to the 

constitution drafting process. The newly drafted 

Constitution will be put to vote before the Chilean 

masses by August 2022. This development opens 

a plethora of revolutionary possibilities before the 

Chilean masses. 

THE MASS PROTESTS 

On 14th October 2019, Chile’s capital Santiago 

saw a fresh eruption of mass protests and civil 

unrest as a direct response to the Santiago Metro’s 

fare hike by 30 pesos (almost ₹3). Although they 

started against a small fare hike, the protests 

immediately took a protracted form when more 

and more of Chilean masses began coming out on 

the streets and the demands rose against 

privatization, inequality, increasing cost of living, 

and neoliberalism itself. The popular slogan 

emerged, “It’s not about 30 pesos, it’s about 30 

years!” which accurately explained the rapidly 

increasing magnitude and scope of the protests 

over just a small fare hike. 

The protests began as a coordinated fare evasion 

campaign by secondary school students which led 

to spontaneous takeovers of the city's main train 

stations and open confrontations with the 

Carabineros de Chile (the national police force). 

On 18 October, President and one of the richest 

billionaires of Chile, Sebastián Piñera announced 

a state of emergency, authorizing the deployment 

of Chilean Army forces across the main regions 

and invoked before the courts the Ley de 

Seguridad del Estado (“State Security Law”) 

against dozens of detainees. Subsequently, a 

curfew was declared on 19 October in the Greater 

Santiago area. 

However, all such tactics proved futile as on 25 

October, over a million (10 lakh) people took to 

the streets throughout Chile to protest against the 

neoliberal policies and even the resignation of 

CHILE AT CROSSROADS TOWARDS A 

PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY 
S Raj 
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President Piñera. As was expected, the State 

unleashed unspeakable terror on the masses 

including killings, torture, eye mutilation, rapes 

and sexual violence. As of February 2020, 36 

people had died, 11,564 had been injured and 

28,000 were detained. 

However, the undeterred people of Chile kept 

moving forward with their demands which caused 

the Government to finally succumb. On 15 

November, the National Congress signed an 

agreement to call a national referendum in April 

2020 regarding the creation of a new constitution. 

The referendum was later rescheduled from 26 

April to 25 October 2020 due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

BACKGROUND OF THE UNREST 

After the democratically elected Salvador Allende 

led socialist government which came to power in 

1970 (backed by the Popular Unity coalition 

comprising the Communist Party and 4 other left 

parties) was violently overthrown by a CIA-

sponsored military coup on 11th September 1973, 

dictator Augusto Pinochet took control and 

dissolved the National Congress (Legislature), 

suspended the Constitution and established a 

military dictatorship in Chile which caused deaths 

and disappearances of thousands. 

A new dictatorial constitution was enacted in 1980 

through a fraudulent plebiscite which was largely 

written by Pinochet advisor Jaime Guzmán and 

enshrined into law the neoliberal ideas of 

American economist Milton Friedman and the 

“Chicago Boy” economists who dictated the 

country’s economic policy for decades, leading to 

increasing inequality and all forms of oppression 

on the Chilean people. The Economic Commission 

for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 

stated that 1% of the population in Chile controlled 

26.5% of the country's wealth, while 50% of low-

income households had access to just 2.1%. 

While Pinochet was compelled to step down in 

1990 due to popular protests, he stayed the 

commander-in-chief of the armed forces for the 

next 8 years and still had indirect control and 

influence over other organs of the state. Chile 

amended the Pinochet Constitution in 1990 as a 

part of its transition to ‘democracy’ and removed 

some of its anti-democratic features. However, the 

neoliberal and exploitative provisions stayed on 

which are present to this day. 

When the 2019 protests against neoliberalism first 

broke out, President Piñera, in a manner similar to 

that of Pinochet, sent tanks to the streets, declaring 

“We are at war with a powerful, relentless enemy 

that respects nothing nor anyone,” 

echoing Pinochet’s infamous catchphrase. 

THE REFERENDUM 

The Chilean national plebiscite was held on 25th 

October 2020. The referendum asked whether a 

new constitution should be drafted (Approve) or 

not (Reject), and whether it should be drafted by a 

“Constitutional Convention”, comprising 

members elected directly by the citizens for this 

convention, or by a “Mixed Constitutional 

Convention”, comprising half by currently-sitting 

members of Parliament and the other half by 

directly elected citizens. The “Approve” side won 

by a landslide, with 78% agreeing to draft a new 

constitution. On how the new text should be 

written, 79% opted for the directly elected 

“Constitutional Convention”. The voter turnout 

was 51%. 

A second vote to elect the members of the 

Constitutional Convention will be held on 11 April 

2021. The “Constitutional Convention” will be a 

155-member constituent assembly comprising 

entirely of members elected by citizens and will 

have an equal number of female and male 

participants. A third vote, which is expected to 

occur no later than August 2022, will accept or 

reject the new constitution after it is drafted. So, 

replacing the Constitution is going to be a two-

year process.  

POLITICAL PARTIES & EQUATIONS 

The main forces in support of replacing the 

Constitution are the working class, trade unions, 

left-wing parties and various social groups and 

movements. While those supporting the current 

Constitution come from wealthy sectors and 

conservative/right-wing political groups. 
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Chile Vamos, the ruling neoliberal coalition 

comprising of right-wing parties viz. National 

Renewal, Independent Democratic Union, and 

Political Evolution, was the main political force 

which, naturally, supported the existing 

Constitution. Apart from it, the three other major 

political coalitions having left-liberal leanings viz. 

the Socialist Party led ‘Progressive Convergence’, 

the Democratic Revolution party led ‘Broad Front’ 

and the Communist Party led ‘Unity for Change’ 

have vocally supported replacement of the existing 

Pinochet Constitution. 

In January 2020, Commando ‘Chile Digno’ or 

Dignified Chile, a platform bringing together 

various left-wing political parties, was formed 

which began an electoral campaign for 

replacement of the Constitution through the 

upcoming referendum. The Chile Digno consisted 

of the Communist Party, Progressive Party, Social 

Green Regionalist Federation, Humanist Party, 

Equality Party, Libertarian Left, People’s 

Democratic Movement, and various social 

organizations. 

REVOLUTIONARY POSSIBILITIES AHEAD 

The historic referendum vote comes just days after 

the electoral victory of Evo Morales’ Movement 

for Socialism party in Bolivia where the neoliberal 

Jeanine Anez government, which came to power 

in November 2019 through a US-backed military 

coup, was defeated. 

The Chilean masses have created history through 

their undeterred struggle against neoliberalism 

despite facing the worst forms of repression, by 

laying the ground open for not only drafting of a 

new Constitution but also for adopting a 

democratic process of drafting and enacting that 

Constitution. The situations are most ripe for Chile 

to move from a neoliberal dictatorship to a genuine 

people’s democracy through the adoption of a 

revolutionary Constitution. 

A new people’s Constitution must have the 

provisions to facilitate the transition of the society 

towards socialism. Under it: all wealth of 

capitalists and all sectors of economy from 

education and health to industry and agriculture 

must be nationalized and placed directly under the 

people’s control instead of a bureaucracy; all lands 

of landlords must be distributed to the agricultural 

labourers and marginal peasants; right to recall 

must be present in the democratic election process; 

police and security forces must be replaced by 

people’s militia; armed forces must be reorganized 

based on a people’s militia for guarantee against 

military and imperialist coups, all imperialist 

agents and puppets must be incarcerated as per due 

process. 

Naturally, such a people’s Constitution for 

establishment of a people’s democracy would 

require revolutionary forces to actively present 

themselves as a vanguard to the toiling and 

common masses of Chile, which can instil 

revolutionary fervour and ideals in the people’s 

imagination. At the same time, in order to defend 

the menacing imperialist threat and avoid 

isolation, broad and militant unity of the people 

including workers, peasants, common masses and 

even the petty bourgeois must be formed. Chile 

stands at a historic juncture today where the old era 

is falling apart and the new era stares directly at it. 

The revolutionary forces must act with 

unprecedented vigour and activeness to take 

forward the struggle of the Chilean masses 

towards establishment of a people’s democracy 

and towards socialism.   
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The truth of a mind- numbing incident of 

unspeakable brutality of mass rape of a minor 

Dalit woman in police Chowki allegedly by the 

policemen themselves in village Butana, District 

Sonipat, Haryana and murder of 2 policemen 

could have been buried forever but for some 

vigilant student activists and independent 

investigations carried out by Mazdoor Morcha a 

weekly published from Faridabad and Bekhauf 

Azadi, a Chandigarh based group. 

While studying in a college at Jind, Amit and 

Reena (minor, name changed) developed 

friendship and intimacy. Lockdown was 

declared on 24th March and colleges were closed. 

Reena returned to her village Butana. On the 

night of 29th June both of them decided to meet 

outside the village at Haryali Park. Amit with 

three of his friends waited in a car there and 

Reena with her cousin Meena (name changed) 

left her home at around 10 pm to meet him. A 

police petrol team of two policemen, constable 

Ravinder and PSO Kaptan Singh on a bike 

spotted them. As per police version they were 

consuming alcohol were found to be in 

‘compromising’ position. Ravinder, the police 

constable allegedly asked Amit to handover one 

girl to him for a night. Amit refused angrily, tried 

to bribe the policemen to leave them alone. He 

also informed the police that he is going to marry 

Reena. Policemen didn’t accept the proposal and 

allegedly dragged the girl out of the car and 

assaulted her to molest. Amit got furious and hit 

Ravinder with a knife on his neck. He fell down, 

grievously injured. He then attacked Kaptan 

Singh on his chest with the same knife. After this 

bloody scuffle, Amit, his friends and both the 

girls fled the scene. Whether both the policemen 

were killed instantly or succumbed to their 

injuries after bleeding as their bodies were 

recovered at around 5 am the next day, i.e. 

30.06.2020, cannot be ascertained. Murder of 2 

of their colleagues enraged entire police party at 

Butana police chowki. An FIR for the double 

murder was lodged on June 30 against Amit, his 

friends and both the girls, one of them being 

minor. According to Mazdoor Morcha 

investigation report, Rajkumar, Amit’s father 

runs an e riksha for his livelihood at Jind. He 

informed that Amit came home to meet his 

mother at Jind in afternoon on June 30 and 

Haryana NIA police team took him into custody 

at 4 pm on 30 June but he was informed after 

some time that Amit is killed in an encounter as 

he tried to attack policemen. Amit also had 

Rs.14500 with him but nothing was found on his 

body. Police arrested Meena on July 1st and 

Reena’s mother took her daughter to the police 

chowki on July 2 and she surrendered. What 

happened after that is mind numbing. Both the 

girls were allegedly raped by 10 to 12 policemen 

and were subjected to unspeakable brutality. It is 

alleged that beer bottle and a danda were inserted 

in her vagina. They were lodged at Karnal Jail 

on July 6. But family members were not allowed 

to meet them.  According to a report in Indian 

BUTANA CUSTODIAL RAPE 

HORRIBLE BRUTALITY ON MINOR DALIT 

WOMAN IN POLICE CUSTODY 
VILLAGE BUTANA, DISTRICT SONIPAT, HARYANA  

(82 KM FROM DELHI TOWARDS WEST) 
S V Singh 



THE TRUTH / Issue 7 / November 2020                                                                                                                                              31 

 

Express dated October 28, ‘the prison 

administration informed the mother (of the 

victim) that her daughter had been continuously 

bleeding since she had been brought to the 

prison.’ A woman who had been lodged in the 

same barracks as the girls in Karnal jail, had 

contacted the family members of the minor 

survivor after her release and informed, “girls 

are grievously injured and the survivor needs 

immediate medical attention.” After knowing 

this on 20th July, their mother tried desperately 

to lodge FIR but it could, finally, be registered 

only on July 30 exactly after one month of the 

crime. In the FIR also the column explaining 

reason for delay in filing the FIR is left blank. 

There is another disturbing reality which makes 

this crime still more grave. Girl’s date of birth is 

23.08.2002 which means she was a minor at the 

time of the crime on 02.07.2020 and she was 

lodged in normal jail at Karnal since last 3 

months. It was only on Oct 21 that National 

Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

commenced the probe and directed 

administration to shift her to juvenile center. She 

is now shifted to the juvenile center quietly but 

there is, again, no news of any accountability for 

this lawlessness except a lame duck excuse that 

it was because of Corona as if the virus cannot 

enter Karnal jail.  

No political party is opening its mouth over this 

ghastly crime because the cast equation attached 

to this incident is not favorable to them in Baroda 

assembly by- poll scheduled on 3rd November. 

Bourgeois parties are interested in speaking 

against atrocities on Dalits or the poor only when 

it suites their election arithmetic. Thanks to the 

angry reaction by several student organizations, 

social groups that the bitter truth of the matter 

has come out.  

People all over Haryana are aghast at the 

gruesome brutality on the minor woman. There 

was an angry protest at the DC office in 

Faridabad on October 26th under the banner of 

‘Joint Action Committee’. Similarly, on October 

29th a joint protest meeting was organized by 

Chhatra Ekta Munch, Naujawan Bharat Sabha, 

Chhatra Abhibhavak Sangh and Bekhauf Azadi 

at Ambedkar Park, Sonipat which served a 10-

day ultimatum on Haryana administration to 

arrest the police personnel accused who are 

named by the minor for her mass rape otherwise 

be ready to face nationwide protests. The police 

version of the tragic incident is unable to stand 

on its feet. There are more than sufficient reasons 

to get the matter thoroughly investigated under 

Judicial supervision of both the crimes; murder 

of 2 policemen and mass rape and brutalities of 

a minor woman under police custody.  A SIT has 

been constituted under ASP, Nikita to 

investigate the matter. NHRC is also probing the 

matter and it is learnt that a petition is filed at 

Chandigarh High Court on Oct 29th. 

BIG HOLES IN POLICE VERSION:  

1) Why did the two policemen did not call 

police chowki for help even after they smelt 

danger on their life whereas the spot of 

incident is hardly one km from chowki? 

Knife attack on policemen was at around 1 

am. Attackers fled after that. Both the 

policemen kept bleeding till around 5 am 

when their bodies were recovered.  

2)  After Amit and the girl were found in 

‘compromising position’, Why were the 

constable Ravinder and SPO Kaptan Singh so 

keen to take the girls to police chowki in 

night at 1 am when there are unambiguous 

guidelines that no women will be taken into 

police custody or kept in police custody after 

7 pm? Why was no women police called?   

3) Amit was killed in ‘encounter’ whereas he 

was taken into custody alive at 4 pm on June 

30 as informed by Rajkumar, his father. How 

is the armed police force gets attacked by an 

unarmed accused under custody? How many 

times will the same story be repeated in every 

‘encounter’? 

4)  Police remand was for 2 days while the girls 

remained in custody for 4 days, Why? 
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5) Police mentions in their report that one lady 

police constable remained with the girls 

throughout their period of custody but no 

details of that police women are provided 

even if she is said to have been transferred 

now.   

6) Why was a minor lodged in normal jail and 

not in a juvenile center? 

7) LARGER QUESTION:  

Complete truth should be dug out by 

thorough, impartial investigations and guilty 

of this gruesome crime need to get exemplary 

punishment. No one should be allowed to 

escape the iron hand of law whatever position 

he/ she may be having. This issue, however, 

requires much more to be done. Women in 

general and Dalit women in particular are not 

only raped but are brutalized, tormented so 

inhumanely as if taking monstrous revenge. 

A girl is killed in Ballabhgarh, Haryana on 

Monday, Oct 26 for refusing to marry a 

ruffian and this happened on a main road, in 

the thick of the city and in broad day light. 

Those suffering from deep rooted patriarchal 

mindset asking the question why the girls 

from Butana were out in the night, should 

realize the futility of their prejudiced 

question. ‘Women are not to be left with the 

option of saying ‘no’ even on issues related 

to their body’, this is the nefarious thinking at 

the root of women oppression. This displays 

a fascist streak. Mass movements against 

such acts as happened at Butana or 

Ballabhgarh which are shameful for entire 

society, therefore, be directed first to ensure 

the most exemplary punishment to the 

perpetrators of such crime, not allowing any 

state organ to protect the criminal in any 

manner whatsoever and secondly against 

commodifying of women and for respect and 

genuine equality for women and for women 

liberation by rooting out exploitation of any 

shade.   

  

Protest at DC Office, Faridabad, Haryana (26th Oct) 

Protest at Sonipat, Haryana (29th Oct) 
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Behind the splendour of capitalist development 

lies a grim reality of hunger and malnutrition, 

which is well known to the poor working class 

people. However it is rarely that this grim truth 

comes out in oficial reports of the bourgeois 

institutions who usually are well versed in 

distorting the reality. One such report is the 

Global Hunger Index, which is an annual 

report, jointly published by Concern 

Worldwide and Welthungerhilfe, designed to 

comprehensively measure and track hunger at 

the global, regional, and country levels. 

 

India is ranked 94 among 107 countries in the 

Global Hunger Index 2020 and is in the 

‘serious’ hunger category with a score of 27.2, 

according to report released a few days 

back. India’s rank was 102 out of 117 countries 

last year. In the index, India features behind 

Nepal (73), Pakistan (88), Bangladesh (75), 

Indonesia (70) among others. Out of the total 

107 countries, only 13 countries fare worse 

than India including countries like Rwanda 

(97), Nigeria (98), Afghanistan (99), Liberia 

(102), Mozambique (103), Chad (107) among 

others. 

According to the report, 14 per cent of India’s 

population is undernourished. It also says that 

the country recorded a child stunting rate of 

37.4 per cent. Stunted children are those who 

have a “low height for their age, reflecting 

chronic undernutrition”. It also showed a 

wasting rate of 17.3 per cent among children. 

The under-five mortality rate stood at 3.7 per 

cent. Wasting is children who have low weight 

for their height, reflecting acute undernutrition.  

“Data from 1991 through 2014 for Bangladesh, 

India, Nepal, and Pakistan showed that 

stunting is concentrated among children from 

households facing multiple forms of 

deprivation, including poor dietary diversity, 

low levels of maternal education, and 

household poverty,” the GHI report stated. “In 

many countries the situation is improving too 

slowly, while in others it is worsening. For 46 

countries in the moderate, serious, or alarming 

categories, GHI scores have improved since 

2012, but for 14 countries in those categories, 

GHI scores show that hunger and 

undernutrition have worsened. The latest GHI 

projections show that 37 countries will fail to 

achieve even low hunger by 2030,” the report 

said. 

This is the situation when both the UPA and 

NDA governments have been touting India as 

the fastest growing country for so many years 

and the corporate media is going gaga that 

Asia’s richest man is from India. Country has 

more than 10 crore tonnes of food stocks lying 

in storage, much of which is fated to rot and 

vanish, but capitalist system driven by profits 

does not allow these to be distributed to the 

hungry for fear of prices going down. Instead 

the food prices keep going higher and higher 

despite such huge buffer stocks and the price 

inflation for food items is now nearing double 

digits.  

INDIA RANKS 94TH

 ON GLOBAL HUNGER INDEX 
Alok Aniket 

 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/global-hunger-index-why-india-trails-6072465/
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DEFEAT FASCIST AND REGRESSIVE 

FORCES, DEFEAT BJP AND ALLIES! 

UNITE, ORGANIZE AND FIGHT FOR 

PEOPLE'S REAL ALTERNATIVE! 

UNITE FOR PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY 

AND SOCIALISM! 

INTRODUCTION 

1. Comrades, just a few days are only left now 

for the commencement of Bihar Assembly 

elections. As expected, the ground situation 

is posing very serious questions, as well as 

challenges in front of the working class, 

peasantry, the toiling masses and all other 

exploited/oppressed classes. What must be 

the concrete call to the people by the 

revolutionary left forces? Whom should the 

Revolutionary Left support, keeping in view 

the onward march of fascism in the country? 

The question before us is also this; to what 

extent, as a form of struggle, the bourgeois 

elections are effective in defeating the 

fascists, and which alliance in the field is 

committed to fight them. Such very serious 

and concrete questions are posed before all 

those who are concerned with the continuous 

rise of fascist onslaught in the whole country. 

2. It is true that in Bihar, the fascist forces are 

still not so strong as to rule the roost alone. 

The NDA is also not well cemented. LJP has 

deliberately opted to remain outside Bihar 

NDA and target the Nitish Kumar leadership. 

Due to this and many other reasons, the 

relation between JDU and BJP is strained. 

Tussle for greater share of power has always 

been there. However, BJP is playing a very 

sinister game, though not unbecoming of 

fascists, by using tactics of deliberately 

pitting Chirag Paswan's LJP from behind the 

curtain and trying to usurp power through 

other means, that smacks of a dangerous 

post-election plot. Hence, so far, the question 

of what comes out of Bihar election this time 

has assumed far more importance. Therefore, 

we need to discuss a comprehensive picture 

of our tasks being mirrored through Bihar 

election. Bihar is also poised to become the 

next hunting ground of the fascists as can be 

seen with respect to the overall political 

situation existing and developing in the 

whole of India. 

 POLITICAL SCENARIO 

3. In this election, two main blocks have 

surfaced, namely the RJD-led grand alliance 

consisting of Congress, CPI, CPI-M and CPI-

ML (Liberation), and few other groups on the 

one hand, and the Nitish Kumar-led BJP-

JDU, the NDA alliance consisting of some 

small parties like Manjhi's HAM and Mukesh 

Sahani's VIP also, on the other hand. LJP 

under the new and young high command of 

Chirag Paswan, the son of the late Ramvilas 

Paswan, refuse to accept the leadership of 

Nitish Kumar in Bihar NDA and has opted to 

remain out, as said above. It is, though, well 

known that there is a clandestine election 

alliance of BJP with Chirag Paswan's LJP 

which has declared to fight from wherever 

JDU fields its own candidates. Not only that 

LJP is giving tickets to those who are known 

Sanghis and erstwhile BJP functionaries. So, 

as of now, Chirag Paswan's LJP is just an 

extension of BJP in Bihar. His most widely 

trumpeted, propagated and catchy slogan in 

this election is: ''Modi tumhse bair nahin, 

Nitish teri khair nahin''. This is an indication 

that he has been entrusted with some special 

role in this election i.e. the role of wrecking 

STATEMENT ON BIHAR ELECTIONS 2020 BY 

REVOLUTIONARY LEFT COORDINATION (RLC) 
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Nitish's boat from outside with the help of 

(BJP's) inside support.  

4. The Bihar Deputy Chief Minister’s statement 

that 'Come what may be the election result, it 

is only they who will form the government' 

coming just in the wake of all these inner 

assaults and counter-assaults going on daily 

is neither just a slip of tongue nor a mere 

coincidence. Seeing the pattern of Modi 

Government using all dirty methods, 

including that of using the state machinery as 

well as money power, to help install BJP's 

own Governments in the states, by hook or by 

crook, this statement indicates that far more 

sinister make sinister things to happen. It is 

well aimed to make gullible the 

administration that still takes orders from 

Nitish Kumar. This is also aimed to keep the 

morale of its own forces aroused to meet 

post-election 'unseen' challenges. In this lies 

an indirect threat to all those forces, whether 

in the administration or outside it, to support 

BJP's efforts to come to power particularly 

when a situation of acute crunch crops up in 

which something untoward for BJP is likely 

to happen i.e. a situation where BJP is most 

likely to lose power. We know, as the very 

nature of fascists in general suggest, they will 

not easily digest such a situation. Clearly, a 

very grave situation may emerge in the event 

of BJP's election fortune in Bihar is landing 

in trouble this time.  

5. So, as far as the RJD-led grand alliance with 

the ‘left front parties’ is concerned, it is 

purportedly supposed to take on the fascists 

in the election, or in the post-election 

situation. But, the way in which the ‘left’ has 

completely submitted the reigns to RJD and 

has abandoned or deserted the leadership 

position and independent assertion of the 

‘left’ politics shows nothing but a complete 

defeat of the purpose of taking on the fascists. 

What they have shown is sheer opportunism. 

Apart from this, there are other reasons that 

compel us to conclude that such a bourgeois 

party led alliance sans any solid and grand 

independent left block on its back will prove 

fruitless even if it wins a majority. For 

example, even if this alliance secures a 

comfortable win in terms of number of seats 

over NDA, there is no doubt that it will not 

be able to lead anti-fascist struggle to any 

meaningful conclusion.  

6. So, the Revolutionary Left Coordination 

(RLC) clearly opines that the ongoing fascist 

loot and embezzlement of democracy won’t 

stop by merely swapping governments. Even 

the attacks on the mass movements and 

democratic voices in Bihar are not likely to 

stop. As a result, despair will engulf the 

masses after a short while. In the absence of 

any real people's alternative, the ground for 

re-emergence of fascist powers will stay 

intact. The ruling classes and their lackeys 

(bourgeois parties of any hue and color) can 

in no way lead the masses to conclusively 

fight against fascism. The very high 

command-based structure of bourgeois 

parties built on fraudulent promises and their 

close proximity to the core interests of the 

present day crisis-ridden neo-liberal 

corporate capitalist class facing the threat of 

logjam of their profit cycle, promises no such 

hopes at all. Thus, opportunism is rampant 

and openly visible in both the camps.  

7. On the other hand, the ‘left forces’ as a whole 

also promises no hope, not even a dimmed 

hope It does not at all appear that the ‘left 

forces’ are struggling to fill the empty space 

for revolutionary struggle. The parliamentary 

left, the CPI, CPI(M) and CPI(ML) 

Liberation, has gone with the RJD led ruling 

class parties’ alliance. Then, communist 

revolutionary forces should have taken up the 

task of putting forward a revolutionary 

alternative. But we do not see any eagerness 

on the part of many in this regard. That they 

take up numerous united struggles on 

immediate mass issues is a fact. But this unity 

shatters as soon as the question of intervening 

politically such as in the present elections 

comes up, even when we are facing the 
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danger of fascism, when it is more important 

than ever to raise a united revolutionary 

voice, to put forward an immediate as well as 

long term revolutionary program before the 

masses without which the fight against 

fascism will not go further ahead. Without a 

constant propagation of the politics of 

revolutionary alternative along with fight for 

immediate issues of the masses, people at 

large can't be mobilized against fascism. 

Unless people are mobilized to fight for real 

freedom from the yoke of exploitation and 

oppression, there can be no serious battle 

against fascism. The movement will have to 

pay a heavy price for such a failure. 

Organizational weakness is an issue for sure, 

but the primary reason here is a sense of 

fatigue, a sheer lack of will which has 

affected many, including creeping influence 

of defeatist thinking, as a result of increasing 

influence of right deviation, which is the 

main danger in the communist movement.  

8. When this is the time for an all-out struggle 

for arousing the revolutionary potential of the 

masses, how serious is the disunity among 

the so-called CR forces can be seen when 

without considering the critical importance 

of defeating the BJP led forces to weaken the 

fascist onslaught, some of them are fielding 

candidates for self-satisfaction in aimless 

manner and there are seats where two or three 

candidates of them fighting each other!. 

Where will this lead us to at a time when 

fascism is spreading its domination fiercely?  

9. We have seen the ruin of common people of 

Bihar under the coalition government of JDU 

and BJP with Nitish Kumar on the top. It is 

called the ‘government of double engine’. In 

reality though, it is a 'doubly anti-people' 

government. Murder, rape, police brutalities 

and corruption are rampant. Unemployment, 

poverty and starvation related deaths are ever 

increasing. As per the government’s data 

itself, 1450 rapes were reported in 2019, with 

one rape happening every six hours. The 

Nitish government has proved itself as an 

utter failure in tackling the issues of 

education, health, women safety, corruption 

control and safety from corona pandemic. 

Even something as basic as a ration card is 

not available to everyone. The food grain 

supplied are mostly rotten and uneatable. The 

government data showed that unemployment 

in Bihar rose by 3 to 10.2 percent during the 

year that ended in June 2019. Also, there is 

no limit to the perils faced by the corona 

infected patients and their families. Even the 

middle class is terrified after witnessing the 

dilapidated condition of government 

hospitals and the sheer uncontrolled loot in 

private hospitals that is going on in the name 

of healthcare. As of August 2020, there were 

only four covid-19 dedicated hospitals in the 

entire state. The IMA (Bihar Chapter) shared 

data on the deaths of doctors due to Covid-

19, which indicate that Bihar has the highest 

death percentage among all the states. Floods 

cause havoc in the north Bihar region almost 

every year and no real measures are taken by 

the State Government. This year, during a 

raging pandemic, the Bihar floods affected 

7.6 lakh people (till July) and the 

government’s effort to safeguard their lives 

and livelihoods was negligible.  

10. It is to be specially noted that all the BJP-

ruled states are worse off. Let us take the 

example of Uttar Pradesh. Apart from rape, 

murder, police brutalities and deteriorating 

conditions of healthcare, the situation in 

Uttar Pradesh is such that the students 

qualifying competitive exams for 

government jobs will also have to work for 5 

years under a kind of contract system with 

meagre wages or salary where they’ll be 

subjected to an appraisal every 6 months and 

only after clearing all this will they be 

granted the status of permanent government 

employee. And to add to that, in order to curb 

the growing restlessness and shimmering 

revolt among the masses, the government is 

putting together a special police force called 

UPSSF (Uttar Pradesh Special Security 
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Force) that will have the power to search and 

arrest even without a court’s warrant and also 

without any fear of legal reprimands as courts 

are also debarred from taking cognizance of 

any complaints filed in this regard unless the 

government gives its nod. There are also 

reports of the oncoming of an ordinance 

against 'Love Jihad'.  

WHAT IS AT THE ROOT OF PEOPLE'S SUFFERINGS  

11. Voting is an essential weapon in a bourgeois 

democracy in order to give a befitting reply 

to the anti-people and oppressive 

governments. And the people of Bihar should 

certainly use this right, even when we have to 

put up a fight for this, as attempts of rigging 

will be made on a large scale by the fascist 

alliance and other adversaries using muscle, 

money and state machinery 

12. It is in this situation, analyzing the present 

grave situation, based on a Common Program 

which calls for rejecting the neo-

liberal/corporate economic policies which is 

a facing a collapse in the Covid19 pandemic, 

and an all out attack on the theoretical 

foundations of the RSS neo-fascism, the RLC 

was launched on 15th August in a webinar by 

the four organizations. RLC has called upon 

the people of Bihar that we must use this 

weapon, the elections, this time with a clear 

and a revolutionary 

understanding/perspective in the upcoming 

Bihar elections. For example, while we must 

utilize our right to vote against the fascist 

block, we must also address this question: If 

till now there has been no material (positive) 

change in the lives of the people by just 

choosing or removing a particular bourgeois 

government, how will it be any different this 

time? Can the fascists be defeated forever, or 

will it in any way do good just by voting them 

out? Will not the next government be a friend 

and servant of the capitalists? How can 

fascism be uprooted without overthrowing 

the present rule of the big and corporate 

capitalists, landlords and Kulaks who are all 

in collusion with imperialism and 

multinationals to keep intact the system of 

loot, fraud and plunder? Without putting 

before such questions before the people, they 

will neither understand the importance of the 

voting out the ultra-right, nor understand its 

historical limitations.  

13. Based on the experience of the past 70 years 

and even before it, it is clear that the masses, 

especially the working class, peasantry and 

toiling masses cannot free themselves either 

from poverty or from their exploitation 

without completely doing away with and 

uprooting the capitalist system as a whole 

including the capitalist mode of production. 

With the onset of unrelenting economic 

capitalist crisis, there is now no other option 

or relief available to them. Be it Bihar 

Election or General Election, the masses 

have had the taste of every party’s rule. 

Today, the parties who sit in the opposition 

were in power yesterday and today’s rulers 

were in the opposition then. There wasn’t 

much difference in their regimes. Today, 

Congress is criticizing the Modi government 

but the economic policies of both Congress 

and BJP are pro-corporate. The regional 

bourgeois parties exhibit the same or even 

worse tendencies, and are no less, rather the 

most opportunist and corrupt. Today, the 

extremely anti-people deeds being done and 

executed by BJP are an extension of the anti-

people policies of Congress itself. Even 

today, they share the same line and position 

so far as the economic policies of 

liberalization, privatization and globalization 

are concerned. All these parties who are 

squabbling and criticizing each other, are all 

faithful servants of the corporate capitalist 

class. If this is not the case, then how come 

only the capitalists are having increasing 

growth and prosperity? The parties which 

thrive on the vote bank of Dalits and 

backward classes and castes are also not an 

exception. So, no matter who wins or loses, 

nothing much is going to change for the 
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masses. Even while keeping in mind the 

prime question of defeating the fascists and 

overthrowing them, we can say that the 

change of guards will only bring cosmetic 

changes and quite temporary relief from 

fascist attacks.  

14. In present Indian society, prosperity for all is 

an illusion. Remember when in 2014 and 

again in 2019 Narendra Modi came with what 

appealing promises! It seemed as if this time 

he’ll take away all the grief and sorrows of 

the poor. But what actually happened or what 

is happening right now is before us all. Where 

the wealth of capitalists like Adani, Ambani 

and many others has multiplied a number of 

times, the conditions of the masses have 

further deteriorated. Not only jobs, but their 

rights are also being snatched away today. 

Tomorrow if their right to vote is also 

snatched from them, it won’t be a big 

shocker.  

15. We know that in a class divided society, the 

fruits of labor are grabbed and enjoyed by the 

capitalists and other exploiting classes, 

owing to its special position in the society. 

They are the rulers who own the means of 

production and run their own production 

system with the help of the State Power they 

have built up and got entrenched throughout 

the society and into all its pores. The system, 

although, allows toiling people to choose and 

form governments by casting their votes and 

thus electing their representatives in the 

successive governments, in reality, it gives 

them neither a position of authority, nor any 

solution to their problems and sufferings as 

the capitalist and other exploiting classes take 

away all the wealth created. Thus people 

don't have any respite, though it is they who 

choose a government. This system works so 

efficiently that no basic change can be 

brought by just changing or replacing a 

government as the system works mainly on 

the basis of omnipotence of capital which 

guarantees their rule by fetching support 

from all the pillars of the system even 

through bribes and other means. Corporate 

capitalists are the real masters of the society 

and this is the root of all the rotten things such 

as slavery, unemployment, hunger, poverty 

etc. and other related problems that the 

modern society today has to face everywhere 

in the world.  

16. While the laboring masses are being 

exploited in more and more regressive 

manner as the time passes and the rule of the 

capitalist class consolidates itself, capital 

grows, concentrates and centralizes with 

more and more accumulation of social wealth 

in their hands, the number of the proletariat 

(those who live by selling their labor power 

alone) is also swelling very fast now-a-days. 

This is because with the rise and accentuation 

in fascist loot, the intermediary classes are 

also being ruined very fast.  

17. We know that causes and factors leading to 

economic crisis that generally exhibit in 

tendency of over-production and fall in 

demands are inbuilt in the capitalist mode of 

production. When this crisis deepens, the 

cycle of profit tends to stop and accumulation 

of capital, the real motive force of capitalist 

production, is threatened. To deal with this, 

the capitalist class further intensifies the rate 

of exploitation and even destroys the capital 

and productive forces. This leads to ruin of 

the proletariat as well as those who are petty 

owners of capital. And if the crisis becomes 

structural and permanent, like the present 

crisis, then the big corporate capitalist class 

increases its loot in an exceptionally 

intensified manner. The destruction of 

productive forces rises too high and becomes 

too rampant.  

18. Today, the anti-people and anti-worker 

policies imposed by the Modi government 

from the center as well as in various states are 

the result of this same economic crisis. With 

the help of the Modi government, just a few 

big corporates and capitalists are looting all 

the resources belonging to the people and 
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created by man's labour and nature, and 

sucking even the last drop of blood of the 

toiling masses. They are taking over all the 

resources and bringing them under their 

monopoly rule. Mines, farms, water, forests, 

mountains, minerals, airports, telephone 

services, defense sector, railways, banks, 

insurance, steel industries, petrol and diesel 

companies, eatables, education and research, 

school, college, universities, hospitals and 

healthcare sector, i.e., all the valuable public, 

private or natural resources available to 

mankind are being taken over by them and 

the government is aiding by curbing all the 

voices of dissent against this unprecedented 

loot and plunder.  

19. We find that in the last six years Modi quite 

‘magically’ did everything which was 

necessary for continuing the super profits of 

the corporate capitalist class. Without even 

removing the tag of ‘democracy’, the 

Constitution and ‘independent’ judiciary, the 

Modi government successfully took over all 

the institutions of the capitalist democratic 

state established after ‘independence’ and 

strengthened the foundation of Hindu 

Rashtra, the Indian variant of neo-fascism. 

The attack on democratic rights of people is 

ever increasing. In this way, the nexus of the 

State, corporates and the shrewd fascist 

gangs were successful in slowly but steadily 

digging the grave of Indian democracy. 

However, the shroud covering it to give the 

due appearance of democracy was left as it is. 

The difference between the existence and 

non-existence of the parliament and other 

such institutions has been eradicated by 

Modi. Parliament or no parliament, it makes 

not much difference. The way in which the 

farmers’ bill was forcefully passed in the 

parliament, the labour codes were passed 

without any Opposition's presence, the 

National Education Policy 2020 was by the 

Cabinet bypassing the Parliament itself, are 

the latest and the most concrete examples and 

proof of this. Judiciary was also made to 

submit to the fascist powers as is quite 

evident after the recent verdict of the CBI’s 

Special Court in the Babri Masjid Demolition 

Case where all the 32 accused belonging to 

RSS-BJP-VHP were acquitted.  

RISE IN ARMS TO FIGHT FOR SOCIALIST FUTURE  

20. Today, the election is in Bihar, but the truth 

is that the situation of the whole country is in 

danger, in peril and Bihar cannot alone 

escape the fate befallen on the country. If the 

country won’t survive as a democracy, then 

how will Bihar? Similarly, the people of 

Bihar have a solemn duty to give a befitting 

reply to the fascist forces who are hell bent to 

further intensify their rule also in Bihar so as 

to make it a most rabid hunting ground of the 

corporate loot.  

21. On the other hand, the people will have to 

think about the ways to come out of the 

swamp of the current exploitative system 

because until then there would no letup in the 

assault of the corporate loot. RLC firmly 

believes there is no way out of this mess other 

than the establishment of a People’s State 

uniting with all the oppressed and exploited 

sections of the masses under the leadership of 

the working class. This is the only real option 

available not only to the toiling masses, but 

also to other intermediary classes whose 

existence will get extinguished if fascists 

regime is not overthrown which however 

can't be done away with forever until its roots 

along with the soil i.e. in the capitalist system 

are not uprooted. Here merges our politics 

related with exercising our voting right to 

defeat the fascist coalition with the historical 

task of overthrowing the capitalist led old 

system and replacing it with an entirely new 

i.e. proletarian led society. Old has 

completely rotten and become fruitless so far 

as the forward movement and advancement 

of society is concerned. The old society and 

system ruled by capitalists has become 

permanently crisis ridden which breeds 

within itself and carries the germs of fascism. 
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And until it is changed and completely 

overhauled destroying all the muck of ages, 

there can be no permanent solution to the 

acute problems faced by the masses today.  

22. The change of government and defeat of 

fascists in elections is however not 

completely useless. It will bring a dampening 

effect on their morale, while it will help in 

creating a positive environment to lift up the 

democratic spirit and the morale of the 

struggling masses whose victory will not be 

attained in one single stroke. After this, the 

masses will more victoriously travel on the 

path ahead that comprises the further 

expansion and deepening of the mass 

movement and maintaining its continuity till 

an oceanic currents of Pan-India spontaneous 

mass movement, with revolutionaries on its 

crest, crushes, drowns and wrecks the whole 

capitalist system beyond any possibility of 

recovery. It is important to take a resolution 

for this, as the situations are becoming more 

and more ripe for this with the economic 

crisis bound to further deepen and engulf the 

whole capitalist system in immediate future. 

Signs of this are more brightening than ever 

before.  

23. Therefore, RLC calls upon all the progressive 

democratic forces to come together to defeat 

the fascists in Bihar election and at the same 

time also declare that until the creation of a 

socialist state under the leadership of the 

working class our fight must continue. Only 

a proletarian democracy i.e. a socialist state 

can establish true democracy as its aim is to 

free the mankind from the shackles of capital 

and from all its ill effects and where all the 

people would be prosperous by ending the 

exploitation and oppression once and for 

ever.  

24. At the moment, when fascism is engulfing 

democracy and democratic rights, our fight 

against fascism, for democratic rights and for 

a truly democratic state are united together 

intrinsically and intricately. Every step of 

small victory will add to our morale. Let us 

overcome all our differences to unite against 

fascism, the biggest enemy! Defeat RSS neo-

fascism!  

25. Let us unite all oppressed and exploited 

sections and launch a mass movement by 

combining the immediate demands of the 

masses with their long-term goal after the 

election is over.  

 

With Revolutionary greetings! 

CPI (ML) Red Star 

CPI (ML) PRC 

UCCRI (ML) Kishan 

All India Workers Council 

 

21st October 2020 
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RESOLUTION 

In support of our demands to: 

• Rollback the Labour Codes and anti-

worker provisions in the labour laws! 

• Rollback the pro-corporate and anti-

farmer new Farm Bills! 

• Rollback the ongoing attempt to sell-

off the Public Sector Enterprises! 

• Reject the practice of Contract 

Labour! 

• Reject the creation of hardships and 

a crisis for workers during the 

pandemic! 

 

Make the Online Convention of MASA a 

grand success! 

18th October 2020, 5 pm 

FB Live on “MASA-Mazdoor Adhikar 

Sangharsh Abhiyan” 

 

Against - Labour Codes, Farm Bills, 

privatization, retrenchment-

unemployment, crisis of unorganized sector 

and migrant workers, worsening 

healthcare and social security, rising 

prices, casteist violence and communal 

hatred, attacks on democratic rights! 

Beyond symbolic protests, transform 

workers movement into militant and 

decisive struggle of working class! 

 

Dear Friends, 

As we commence this convention, our beloved 

country witnesses an unprecedented attack on 

her farmers and workers by the central 

government. As a matter of fact, the 

government started the attacks on the workers 

even before the pandemic came onto us. In 

August of 2019, the government set into 

motion the Wage Code bill completely 

ignoring the voice of the working class. They 

followed it up with sweeping changes to the 

Labour laws by surreptitiously passing the 

remaining 3 Labour Codes in both houses of 

the Parliament during the pandemic, to avoid 

pushback from the masses. The primary 

driving factor for such changes was to allow 

the capitalists to increase their profit 

accumulation by getting rid of those regulatory 

safeguards in the laws that constrained them 

and offered some protection to workers and to 

completely jeopardize their ability to bargain 

collectively. 

It is universally accepted that good labour 

Laws are necessary to offer regulatory 

safeguards and protection for the workers from 

extreme exploitation by the capitalists viz. the 

owners and managers of the factories, mills 

and corporations. The capitalists enjoy 

significant money and power advantage over 

the workers, and their interests are not at all 

aligned to that of the working class. Therefore, 

to protect himself from extreme exploitation, 

the ordinary worker needs the protection of 

favourable legislation. Let us not forget that 

MAKE 26TH

 NOVEMBER GENERAL STRIKE A SUCCESS! 

TAKE PART IN MAZDOOR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN  

(18 OCT – 18 DEC 2020): 

MAZDOOR ADHIKAR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN (MASA)  
PASSES RESOLUTION IN ONLINE CONVENTION (18TH

 OCT 2020) 

 

https://www.facebook.com/masa.struggle
https://www.facebook.com/masa.struggle
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worker friendly legislations were the fruits of 

protracted and sustained struggle over the past 

several decades. In contrast, the government of 

the day took away these protections in a jiffy. 

In these sweeping changes to the labour laws 

and introduction of Labour Codes, it is the 

workers who have lost significantly—from 

their ability to demand jobs that are permanent 

in nature, to their right to unionize and to 

organize, protest and strike against 

exploitation by the capitalists and the right to 

be treated fairly and equitably under law. Such 

revisions in labour laws seem to benefit only 

the capitalist class, harms the workers as a 

whole and exposes the class interest of the 

current ruling party, whose politicians are 

lackeys of their corporate masters. Therefore, 

this convention unequivocally condemns such 

action by the central government and demands 

the immediate reinstatement of the legal 

protections in the labour laws that have been 

rolled back. 

We witness that the farmers and agriculturists 

are currently on the streets protesting the new 

Farm Bill. The central government, in its 

reform attempt, has disintermediated the farm-

to-fork supply chain and severely disrupted the 

agrarian marketplace. It is clear as daylight that 

the new regulation attempts to shut out the 

rural middlemen from the market place, yet 

brings in the large corporations in its place. 

The government will no longer offer minimum 

support prices to farmers, neither work to keep 

the prices of essential commodities in check to 

protect the consumer. Thus, the government 

has completely washed its hands off from the 

responsibility to protect the interests of both 

the farmer and the consumer and left it to 

market forces to meet demand and supply and 

determine pricing. Such action 

disproportionately benefits the large 

corporations over the common man. Apart 

from a handful of rich peasants who might 

benefit from such new regulations, the 

majority of the peasants of the country will 

likely be relegated to slavish wage earners. The 

farmers, in general, will now be subservient to 

the interest of the “big capital”, in a throwback 

to the times of the British Raj. This convention 

demands that the central government take 

immediate measures to offer regulatory 

protection to India’s farmers. 

The central government has also been in a 

frenzy to privatize the Public Sector 

Undertakings and government sponsored 

enterprises. While this government walks the 

path of its predecessors in such attempts, it 

does so at a much faster pace. It seems 

determined to sell everything away as quickly 

as it can—be it the Railways, Defence, 

Telecom, Insurance, Banks, Iron Ore and Coal, 

Oil and Natural Gas --- you name it. While the 

overall economy has significantly slowed 

down owing to the Covid19 pandemic, this 

government has accelerated its sell-off spree. 

Such divestiture will lead to an explosion in the 

number of contract workers in the economy, 

people who have negligible rights and 

protections under the revised labour laws. 

Migrant labourers will hereby form a large 

section of this new generation of contract 

workers, and would likely have to endure 

inhuman and insufferable work-life conditions, 

without the cover of legal safeguards. This 

convention voices its dissent against the 

deplorable work-life conditions of the contract 

workers of our country. We demand that such 

workers get adequate relief and protection to 

lead a life of dignity. 

As the nature of employment steadily shifts 

from permanent to contractual, we also witness 

the fast and steady increase in unemployment 

and layoffs in the nation. A large section of 

workers has not been paid by their employers 

during the pandemic, and many of them have 

been laid off, and the unemployment numbers 

are at its peak. In such dire conditions, these 

workers have to dip into their Provident Fund 

savings for retirement. This convention 
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strongly opposes the policies of the 

government that leads to such massive 

unemployment and urges the government to 

reconsider the path it has chosen. This 

convention also urges the workers of the nation 

to unite in opposition and resistance to these 

policies. 

Taking advantage of the Covid19 pandemic, 

the capitalists and their lackey politicians in the 

central government have forced our working 

class into an uncertain and dark future. It is 

high time for workers and farmers across the 

nation, to rise in unison to resist this onslaught 

on the common man. Ten Central Trade 

Unions have come together and called for a 

nation-wide general strike on the 26th of 

November 2020 to protest the Labour Codes 

and anti-worker provisions of the labour laws 

and the anti-farmer provisions of new Farm 

Bill, along with other anti-people policies of 

the Government. This convention calls to 

support this strike and MASA will do its 

utmost possible to make this strike a grand 

success! Having said that we do believe a token 

strike in itself is not nearly enough. To 

effectively resist such anti-people policies, we 

do need a broad unity of the common masses 

and a sustained struggle across the nation. With 

this view, MASA is organizing a nationwide 

campaign inclusive of grassroots, digital and 

signature campaigns etc. among the toiling and 

common masses of the country titled ‘Mazdoor 

Sangharsh Abhiyan’ from 18th October to 18th 

December. Let us make this convention our 

first step towards advancing this struggle! 

With our warm wishes of solidarity in 

resistance, 

Mazdoor Adhikar Sangharsh Abhiyan 

(MASA) 

 

MAZDOOR ADHIKAR SANGHARSH ABHIYAN 

(MASA) 

 

Constituent Federations and Organizations: 

1. All India Workers Council (AIWC) 

2. Grameen Mazdoor Union, Bihar 

3. Indian Council of Trade Unions (ICTU) 

4. Indian Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU)  

5. IFTU Sarwahara 

6. Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra (IMK) 

7. Inqlabi Mazdoor Kendra, Punjab 

8. Jan Sangharsh Manch Haryana 

9. Karnataka Shramika Shakthi 

10. Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, Gurgaon-Bawal 

11. Mazdoor Sahyog Kendra, Uttarakhand 

12. Mazdoor Samanvay Kendra 

13. Socialist Workers Centre (SWC), Tamil 

Nadu 

14. Struggling Workers Coordination 

Committee (SWCC), West Bengal 

15. Trade Union Centre of India (TUCI) 
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28TH

 NOVEMBER 2020 MARKS THE 200TH

 

BIRTHDAY OF THE REVOLUTIONARY THINKER AND 

ONE AMONG THE GREATEST TEACHERS OF THE 

WORLD PROLETARIAT, 

COMRADE FRIEDRICH ENGELS 
[28 NOV 1820 – 5 AUG 1895] 

Labour is the source of all wealth, the political 
economists assert. And it really is the source – next to 

nature, which supplies it with the material that it 
converts into wealth. But it is even infinitely more 

than this. It is the prime basic condition for all human 
existence, and this to such an extent that, in a sense, 

we have to say that labour created man himself. 

- Engels  
(The Part played by Labour in the Transition from Ape 

to Man, 1876) 
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Almost all existing societies are patriarchal. And 

they have been so since we have known their 

past through written records. Does that suggest 

that patriarchy has been here forever? Is female 

subordination a given, a natural phenomenon? A 

Marxist would be the remotest one to accept this 

traditionalist approach. Marxism is a theory that 

believes in the ever changing nature of the 

universe, the earth, and the human society. Ideas 

like ‘foreverness’ and ‘immutability’ are alien to 

Marxism. The same applies to the social position 

of women. To quote Engels: “That woman was 

the slave of man at the commencement of society 

is one of the most absurd notions that have come 

down to us from the period of Enlightenment of 

the eighteenth century (1891, rpt 1977, p. 49). 

Historian Gerda Lerner elaborates and notes: 

“…patriarchy as a system is historical: it has a 

beginning in history. If that is so, it can be ended 

by historical process. If patriarchy were 

‘natural’, that is, based on biological 

determinism, then to change it would mean to 

change nature” (1986, p. 6).   

Sadly, the crucial question of the origin of 

female subordination is either brushed aside as 

‘natural’, determined by the sexual differences 

between male and female or remains mostly 

delinked from the larger discussion on 

patriarchy. Tomes have been expended to 

describe and explain the meanings and structures 

of patriarchy, its everyday forms and 

manifestations, its institutionalized existence 

and the role of supporting societal organs and 

practices in its preservation and perpetuation. 

Patriarchy, in its present-everyday existence, 

remains largely well understood. However, not 

many can claim to have similarly comprehended 

the question of its origins – the distant reaches of 

the past when patriarchy was creating and 

establishing itself. And it is this ignorance that 

leads either to a blind alley or to utopian, illusory 

solutions, when confronted with the issue of 

dismantling patriarchy. 

This ignorance or neglect, however, is not 

because the issue has not ever been addressed. In 

fact, there are few excellent scholarly works that 

take the question head-on and attempt to find 

answers. The theoretician who leads these 

efforts is Frederick Engels. His classic work, The 

Origin of the Family, Private Property and the 

State, lays the foundation of historical 

materialist approach to the question. The work 

was first published in 1884. Founded largely on 

the contemporary anthropological studies, 

primarily that of L H Morgan (1871 and 1877) 

and J J Bachofen (1861), Engels made the 

earliest attempt to historically locate women’s 

subordination in the overall socio-economic 

system. This comprehensive analysis was 

premised on the historical materialist argument 

that “the determining factor in history is, in the 

last resort, the production and reproduction of 

immediate life” (Engels, 1891, p. 5-6). Engels 

further elaborates – “The social institutions 

under which men of a definite historical epoch 

and of a definite country live are conditioned by 

both kinds of production: by the stage of 

development of labour, on the one hand and of 

the family, on the other” ( p. 6).  

REVISITING ENGELS 
HISTORICAL MATERIALIST RECONSTRUCTION 

OF THE ORIGINS OF PATRIARCHY 

Amita Kumari 
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This premise is a powerful one. It provides a tool 

that helps explicate the complex, overarching 

system of patriarchy by locating it in the 

historical processes. This historical location also 

lends an optimistic finality to the question of its 

ultimate disappearance – a beginning 

presupposes an end too. Thus, this approach, 

most importantly, offers insights into the ways 

of dismantling the system – the material 

foundations as well as the ideological remnants.  

Engels’ work unravels the interconnectedness 

that existed between modes of production, 

surplus, private property, kinship and family, on 

the one hand, and the beginnings of female 

subordination, devaluation of domestic work, 

control over women’s sexuality and the 

establishment of male authority and patriarchy, 

on the other. Notwithstanding the new studies 

that seem to disprove several anthropological 

findings on which Engels’ analysis was based, 

the broader framework where these linkages 

have been drawn remain unaffected. Rather, the 

new evidences and analyses further authenticate 

Engels’ theses. As Karen Sacks argues, “Though 

he made a number of specific ethnographic 

errors, I think his main ideas are correct, and they 

remain the best way of explaining data gathered 

since he wrote…” (1974, p. 207). The later 

theorists have attempted to refine, rework and 

advance Engels’ arguments in the light of new 

researches. Consequently, the historical 

materialist understanding of the subject has 

grown extremely enriched – the gaps and grey 

areas in Engels’ discussion have been largely 

covered that promises to offer a more holistic 

explanation.  

The following account is an endeavour to 

reconstruct the historical context of the origins 

of female subordination through a reading of 

Engels and later theorists that include Gerda 

Lerner, Rayna Reiter, Stephanie Coontz, Karen 

Sacks, among others. It would basically 

delineate the process as outlined by Engels and 

the gaps and limitations in his analysis would be 

addressed by borrowings from these later 

studies. It is divided into three sections, each 

looking at the three successive stages of the 

mode of production – hunter-gatherer, pastoral 

and finally the agricultural mode.  

I 

HUNTER-GATHERER SOCIETIES: STAGE OF 

EGALITARIANISM AND COMPLEMENTARITY 

Engels begins his discussion by describing the 

early societies that practised hunting and 

gathering as mode of production. He suggests 

that these societies were egalitarian and women 

enjoyed both freedom and respect. The division 

of labour between man and woman was simple 

and functional. To quote Engels: 

The men went to war, hunted, fished, provided 

the raw material for food and the tools 

necessary for these pursuits. The women cared 

for the house, and prepared food and clothing; 

they cooked, weaved and sewed. Each was 

master in his or her own field of activity; the 

men in the forest, the women in the house (p. 

155). 

In the light of new findings the above description 

of early societies can be further detailed and 
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refined. We now have enough evidence to prove 

that women’s role and activities in this stage 

were not confined merely to household chores. 

Her engagement in hunting and gathering has 

been strongly underlined by recent studies. 

Gerda Lerner’s exhaustive work refutes the 

‘man-the-hunter’ explanation and argues that in 

these societies big game hunting was “an 

auxiliary pursuit, while the main food supply is 

provided by gathering activities and small-game 

hunting, which women and children do” (1986, 

p. 17). Kathleen Gough cites data from G P 

Murdoch’s ethnological study of 175 modern 

hunter-gatherer cultures in Oceania, Asia, Africa 

and America. She notes that in 97 percent of 

these communities hunting is confined to men, 

while in 60 percent the gathering is exclusively 

a female occupation (1975, p. 63). Sally 

Slocum’s essay (1975) details the variety of 

activities undertaken by early women and argues 

against our obsession with, firstly, the idea that 

hunting was the only major occupation in early 

societies and, secondly, the belief that all 

excavated tools were associated solely with 

hunting. On the basis of her observations of 

modern hunter-gatherers, she suggests that 

women and children engaged in both gathering 

and hunting small animals and that gathering 

provided a major portion of the household diet. 

She goes on to argue that early stone tools may 

not have always been weapons for hunting; 

rather they could be “aids in gathering”. In fact, 

initially when hunting was yet to be undertaken 

on a large scale, gathering was the most 

important vocation and the tools that we 

mistakenly associate only with hunting may 

have also, or initially solely, been used as 

devices to dig roots or pluck raw vegetables and 

fruits. Slocum further highlights the cultural 

inventions of this period, which may have been 

devised by women. She observes, “I suggest that 

two of the earliest and most important cultural 

inventions were containers to hold the products 

of gathering, and some sort of a sling or net to 

carry babies” (1975, p. 46). Anthropologists 

have also associated the inventions of crafts like 

basketry, leather work, making of skin or bark 

clothing, pottery making, with women of hunter-

gatherer and horticultural societies (Lerner, p. 18 

and Slocum, p. 63-64). They argue that the ‘man-

the-hunter’ thesis tends to underplay women’s 

contribution to the enrichment of human 

civilization by confining her to the household, 

apart from wrongly projecting men as the 

provider of sustenance, protector of household. 

As Stephanie Coontz and Peta Hendersen 

indicate, “Female activities were required every 

day, and female labour was necessary both to 

support the community when men failed to bring 

home goods and to process products that men did 

bring home” (1986, p. 115). The woman, thus, 

played a crucial role not only as the nurturer of 

children and household, but also as one of the 

providers of food and inventors of crafts. And 

this accounts for the complementarity that 

existed in the male and female functioning in 

hunter-gatherer societies and that explains the 

then norm of gender egalitarianism. Also, this 

complementarity and economic dependency 

should be taken into consideration when we 

mistakenly tend to imagine the spheres of men 

and women as separate, as Engels does when he 

states that “each was master in his or her own 

field of activity”.  

Yet woman, owing to her reproductive role of 

giving birth and nurturing the infant, was largely 

confined to household activities – gathering or 

small game hunting could not have been very far 

from the safety of the household shelter. While 

this was so certainly because of 

biological/natural reasons, one must not 

overlook the more potent social reasons that 

necessitated the arrangement. Gerda Lerner 

makes a brilliant analysis of this aspect. She tells 

us that this social arrangement was imperative 

because given the precarious living conditions, 

the safety and survival of women was 

inextricably linked with the continuation of the 

tribe. The uncertainties of those times, when 

natural exigencies severely constrained human’s 

choices, were very many – women needed to 

have more pregnancies as live births were fewer, 

infancy period was a prolonged one with 
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mothers nursing the infant for two to three years, 

shorter life spans of both men and women 

(women had relatively shorter) and lack of 

surplus food to store. The above conditions 

necessitated that women spent larger part of their 

life span in pregnancy, procreation and nursing. 

Also, the tribe could not afford to risk the lives 

of their women by their involvement in hunting. 

The survival and perpetuation of the race, thus, 

crucially depended on women’s reproductive 

role. Lerner explains: 

Obviously, given the precarious and short life 

spans I have cited above for the Neolithic 

period, tribes which put the lives of their nubile 

women at risk by hunting or by participating in 

warfare, thereby also increasing the likelihood 

of their injury in accidents, would not tend to 

survive as well as tribes in which these women 

were otherwise employed. Thus, the first sexual 

division of labor, by which men did the big-

game hunting and children and women the 

small-game hunting and gathering, seems to 

derive from biological sex differences (1986, p. 

41).   

Thus, the set-up, though biologically 

determined, was socially necessary. It was an 

arrangement that was essential for group 

survival and hence remained so until new forces 

of change appear with the advancement in the 

mode of production.  

Engels situates the question of women’s 

subordination in the changing structure of sexual 

relationships and family. He argues that in the 

earliest societies there were no rules and norms 

with regard to sexual relationships and that men 

and women lived in promiscuity where “every 

woman belonged equally to every man and, 

similarly, every man to every woman”(Engels, 

1891, p. 32). Over time incest taboos and rules 

of exogamy were evolved and society moved 

from the stage of promiscuity to that of family. 

Engels outlines a linear progression of the family 

system – consanguine, punaluan/ group and 

finally pairing family. The driving force behind 

this evolution, according to Engels, was “natural 

selection” (p. 53). While he does specify the 

sequence of different family stages, he suggests 

that alongside and within group marriage existed 

“exclusive relations, pairing for longer or shorter 

periods, and also polygamy” (p. 46).   

The analysis of later anthropologists is largely in 

tune with the above picture portrayed by Engels. 

They do, however, rework and complicate this 

rather simplified and unilinear portrayal. That 

there were no rules of sexual relationships 

originally can be well imagined and this 

proposition of Engels has not been refuted by 

any scholar. Yet, it is also contended that despite 

absence of sexual norms, the primitive men and 

women mostly lived in families. Deriving 

conclusions from observation of modern hunter-

gatherer societies Kathleen Gough makes the 

following assessment: 

All known hunters and gatherers live in 

families, not in communal sexual 

arrangements. Most hunters even live in 

nuclear families rather than in large extended 

kin groups. Mating is individualized, although 

one man may occasionally have two wives, or 

(very rarely) a woman may have two husbands. 

Economic life is built primarily around the 

division of labor and partnership between 

individual men and women. The hearths, caves 

and other remains of Upper Paleolithic 

hunters suggest that this was probably an early 

arrangement (1975, rpt 2011, p. 66).   

Scholars also agree with Engels’ proposition that 

natural selection was instrumental in the gradual 

implementation of rules regarding sexual 

relationships among natural, and later, collateral 

kins. Thus, overtime rules of exogamy/ 

endogamy were prescribed and society moved 

from communal to kinship arrangement. C D 

Darlington postulates that exogamy was a 

cultural innovation and it became accepted 

because it offered an “evolutionary advantage” 

(Lerner, 1986, p. 47).  
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II 

PASTORAL AND KINSHIP SOCIETIES: BEGINNINGS 

OF MALE POWER AND CONTROL OF FEMALE 

SEXUALITY 

As the dynamics of natural selection was 

working towards gradual confinement of the 

circle of sexual relationship and marriage, which 

now evolved into kinship based social structure, 

there were changes in the mode of production as 

well – the society had moved from the stage of 

hunter-gatherers to that of domestication of 

animals. For the first time in human history 

surplus and new sources of wealth get generated. 

Engels makes a masterly analysis of the new 

development: 

Here the domestication of animals and the 

breeding of herd had developed a hitherto 

unsuspected source of wealth and created 

entirely new relationships. Until the lower 

stage of barbarism, fixed wealth consisted 

almost entirely of the house, clothing, crude 

ornaments and the implements for procuring 

and preparing food: boats, weapons and 

household utensils of the simplest kind. Food 

had to be won anew day by day. Now, with 

herds of horses, camels, donkeys, oxen, sheep, 

goats and pigs, the advancing pastoral 

peoples… acquired possessions demanding 

merely supervision and most elementary care 

in order to propagate in ever-increasing 

numbers and to yield the richest nutriment in 

milk and meat (1891, p. 54).     

This new source of wealth created surplus 

(Engels does not use the term ‘surplus’ anywhere 

in his analysis) and property that belonged to the 

gens, the larger kinship group. And with this a 

new feature gets added to the human 

relationships – the practice of regular exchange 

of surplus goods. To quote again from Engels’ 

work: 

These pastoral tribes not only produced more 

articles of food, but also a greater variety than 

the rest of barbarians. They not only had milk, 

milk products and meat in greater abundance 

than the others, but also skins, wool, goat’s 

hair, and the spun and woven fabrics which the 

increasing quantities of the raw material 

brought into commoner use. This for the first 

time made regular exchange possible… After 

the crystallization of the pastoral tribes, 

however, we find here all the conditions 

favourable for exchange between members of 

different tribes, and for its further development 

and consolidation as a regular institution (p. 

156).   

The new arrangement of kinship based societies 

with additional sources of wealth, surplus and 

exchange influenced the dynamics of man-

woman relationship. To better appreciate this, 

one needs to assess the processes at work during 

the period of transition from communal to 

kinship system. As noted in the first section of 

this paper, a natural division of labour existed 

between men and women, that, though based on 

economic reciprocity, had created two 

interdependent spheres – household for women 

and outside for men. There was no sharp divide 

between the two spheres; neither was it rigid, as 

has already been argued in the foregoing 

account. However, with the advancement in the 

techniques and knowledge of weapon making 

and hunting the tasks of both men and women 

became more complex. Lila Leibowitz presents 

an analysis in the context of the introduction of 

projectile weapon hunting. She suggests that the 

latter created new conditions – increase in the 

amount of meat, need of skill and training in 

hunting and shift from large groups of older men 

and youngsters to smaller groups of skilled men 

for hunting which transformed children and 

youngsters into dependents. The household 

activities became more varied – longer duration 

of preparing and cooking the hunt, fashioning of 

new tools to process food, processing skins and 

hides and converting them into clothing and 

carrying devices, and all these required training 

in the necessary skills. The complexity of tasks 

of both men and women was instrumental in 

further compartmentalizing the sexual division 

of labour over time. Since skill and training 
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became essential, this created added 

responsibility for both men and women to 

accordingly teach and socialize the youngsters 

for their future role. Leibowitz elaborates thus: 

The sexual division of labour not only 

designates which productive tasks men and 

women pursue, it allocates the responsibilities 

for socializing youngsters into those tasks to 

both men and women. The division, when fully 

articulated, calls for recognizing early on who 

will be a ‘mother’ and who will not, deciding 

which set of skills a youngster is most likely to 

use as an adult, and training the youngsters 

accordingly. Girls and boys as well as women 

and men are distinguished from each other. 

Girls learn their skills from women, boys from 

men. By the time hunting and hearth tasks had 

become both time consuming and skill-based 

the activities of all males and females, young 

and old, were differentiated and gender 

distinctions were created (1986, p. 67-68). 

So, gradually we reach a stage when household 

becomes largely the domain of females – the 

women and young girls; and the males – the men 

and young boys – deal with the outside world, 

the public domain. At this stage the segregation 

of spheres, the gender division of labour, was not 

yet institutionalized in the sense that strict and 

uncompromising norms and sanctions had not 

yet been delineated to preserve the segregation. 

But, notwithstanding its flexibility, this gender 

differentiated arrangement provided the 

foundation over which the final 

institutionalization occurred.  

The first step towards this direction was the 

gradual process of crystallization of incest 

taboos and rules of exogamy. This seems to have 

occurred during the transition from hunter-

gatherer stage to pastoralism. Leibowitz informs 

that implementation of incest rules necessitated 

the inter-tribal/ inter-kin exchange of males and 

females. This exchange could be mutually 

beneficial only when the new entrant, whether 

woman or man, is skilled enough to efficiently 

take on the conventional responsibilities of her/ 

his sphere. To quote Leibowitz: 

The invention of incest taboos and marriage 

thus created a situation in which every or 

nearly every male, regardless of whether he 

was robust or tall or especially active at 

adolescence, was of potential value as a spouse 

if he had acquired adult men’s skills. Similarly, 

a marriageable female was one who had 

acquired women’s skills (1986, p. 69).   

It is, again here, in the laying down of incest 

rules, that the roots of the idea of controlling 

female sexuality can also be located. Although 

proscriptions existed for both males and females, 

yet the need to control reproduction in 

accordance with kinship rules of exogamy laid 

higher stakes on controlling female sexuality. 

This control accentuated as kin property came 

into existence with the arrival of the new mode 

of production – domestication of animals.    

This new mode that created surplus, kin property 

and the practice of regular intergroup exchange 

did not augur well for the hitherto egalitarian, 

complementary gender equation. We notice two 

important processes at work. Firstly, with the 

arrival of kin property the group could not 

remain indifferent to the issue of membership of 

the group as it was membership that decided 

access to resources owned by the kin. Hence, the 

regulation of reproduction became more 

important than earlier stage and as Stephanie 

Coontz argues, “the need to control reproduction 

has different implications for women than for 

men, since the genitor requires less corporate 

control than the childbearer”(1986, p. 121). 

Secondly, the surplus that made exchange and 

redistribution of resources a regular feature of 

the new production mode led to an expansion of 

male sphere, because both were carried out by 

the men. Furthermore, surplus and property 

became potent causes of inter-tribal conflicts. 

This may have increased the importance of the 

male role of fighting and protecting (Coontz, 

1986, p. 121). As society moved from pastoral to 

the agricultural mode, the domain of male 
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widened further, alongwith escalation of male 

authority.  

III 

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETIES: PRIVATE PROPERTY, 

MONOGAMY AND ESTABLISHMENT OF PATRIARCHY 

Engels contextualizes the emergence of male 

dominance in two simultaneous processes that 

were underway during the transition from 

pastoral to the agricultural mode – firstly, the 

gradual transformation of family from pairing, 

patriarchal to the final monogamous form and 

secondly, the disintegration of kinship system 

and crystallization of individual families as units 

of society. The latter process also meant a 

transition from communal/ kin-property to 

individual/ private ownership. It is during this 

transitional phase when multiple changes at 

various fronts – production, family and property 

ownership – were manifesting themselves, that 

Engels locates the overthrow of matriliny and 

“mother right” and final institutionalization of 

female subordination to male dominance. He 

notes: 

Thus, as wealth increased, it, on the one hand, 

gave the man a more important status in the 

family than the woman, and, on the other hand, 

created a stimulus to utilize this strengthened 

position in order to overthrow the traditional 

order of inheritance in favour of his children. 

But this was impossible as long as descent 

according to mother right prevailed. This had 

therefore, to be overthrown, and it was 

overthrown…As to how and when this 

revolution was effected among the civilized 

people we know nothing. It falls entirely within 

prehistoric times (p. 56) 

Later research and scholarship have accepted 

this broad framework. They associate the finality 

of female subordination with the creation of 

private property – the disintegration of kin-based 

communal property ownership and genesis of 

individual ownership. The new studies, 

however, try to detail and complicate the 

process. They suggest that the overthrow did not 

happen as a “revolution” and as merely because 

of the male’s wish and concern over inheritance. 

It is argued that it happened as a course, as a 

process, where multiple factors, apart from 

man’s “wishes”, played their part. In other 

words, the transition from matriliny/ 

matrilocality to patriliny/ patrilocality lacked the 

‘suddenness’ suggested by Engels.  

The fact that matriliny preceded patriliny has 

been accepted by most anthropologists (Lerner, 

1986, p. 53; Chevillard and Leconte, 1986, p. 

101). Stephanie Coontz’s study draws a logical 

course of the transition from former to latter by 

arguing that patrilocality proved to be more 

efficient in accumulation of surplus and 

channelizing domestic labour. Unlike Engels 

and most other anthropologists, Coontz, 

however, recognizes the co-existence of both 

matrilocal and patrilocal lineage systems and 

argues that since the latter “offered more 

opportunities for a local lineage to concentrate 

labour, wealth, and power than did 

matrilocality” (1986, p. 129), it finally became 

the norm.  
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Coontz underlines crucial differences in the 

dynamics of the two lineage forms. We know 

that redistribution is an important aspect of the 

functioning of lineage societies and this 

redistribution takes place certainly in goods 

procured by men. While in matrilocal societies, 

the redistribution has to take place over a wide 

area, at least to the men’s sisters’, wives’ and 

ancestor’s households; in patrilocal societies the 

redistribution occurs among the related males 

staying spatially closer. This provides more 

means and incentive for accumulation in male 

products in the latter. Secondly, in patrilocal set 

up, the related males, who controlled the external 

affairs of production and exchange as well as the 

product and surplus, had more incentive to better 

utilize and control female labour. Also, the 

nature of domestic work – cooking, gathering, 

gardening which need to be necessarily 

performed daily as a part of production – make 

the males relatively more dependent on wives 

than the latter are on their husbands. As Coontz 

explains -- “A woman is entitled to male 

redistributed goods simply by being a member of 

a kin group. A man whose wife refuses to 

garden, gather, or cook, however, could well go 

hungry” (p. 132). Thus patrilocal set-up provides 

more leeway and inducement to exercise 

authority over domestic labour, along with 

controlling the outside world of production and 

exchange. Thirdly, polygyny (plural wives) 

worked better in a patrilocal system as the in-

marrying women contributed not only through 

their own domestic labour, but also through 

reproduction of new generation of labourers. 

Conversely, polyandry (plural husbands) is a 

drain as “male wealth was owed to sisters as well 

as to wives, while it would not have increased 

future generations of labourers” (Coontz, 1986, 

p. 136). With these and similar more arguments, 

Coontz draws the logic for the relatively greater 

efficiency and resilience of patrilocal/ patrilineal 

societies in a historical phase when 

accumulation of wealth/property had become a 

crucial condition of survival. And, she argues 

that this accounted for the gradual 

transformation of most matrilineal set-up to the 

patrilineal arrangement. Thus, apart from 

Engels’ proposition of the male concern over 

inheritance – a force imposed from without – 

there were integral processes, too, at work in the 

“overthrow” of matriliny.  

The most potent factor that is playing out in the 

background of this transition is the accumulation 

of wealth and property, which is still within the 

overall control of the lineage. However, even 

within the lineage system there existed the germs 

of private property – the domesticated animals 

formed a separate property of the family chiefs 

(Engels, 1891, p. 54). Gradually with the 

advancement in the mode of production and 

growth of agriculture, the property earned and 

accumulated by the individual males within the 

lineage enhanced. Soon this led to the 

disintegration of kinship based communal 

ownership and private property came into 

existence. Engels locates the arrival of private 

property at this stage when production increased 

in every sphere ranging from cattle breeding, 

agriculture and handicrafts.  Although he says 

little about how this happened – “How and when 

the herds and flocks were converted from the 

common property to the tribe or gens into the 

property of the individual heads of families we 

do not know to this day; but it must have 

occurred, in the main, at this stage” (p. 158) – 

but his exposition of disintegration of kinship 

societies in the context of Athens is illuminating 

and helps better understand the transition from 

communal to individual property ownership. He 

observes: 

The division of labour between the different 

branches of production – agriculture, 

handicrafts, numerous skills within the various 

crafts, trade, navigation, etc. – had developed 

more fully with the progress of industry and 

commerce. The population was now divided 

according to occupation into rather well 

defined groups, each of which had a number of 

new, common interests that found no place in 

the gens or phratry and, therefore, necessitated 

the creation of new offices to attend to them. 

The number of slaves had increased 
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considerably and must have far exceeded that 

of the free Athenians even at this early stage. 

The gentile constitution originally knew no 

slavery and was, therefore, ignorant of any 

means of holding this mass of bondmen in 

check. And finally, commerce had attracted a 

great many strangers who settled in Athens 

because it was easier to make money there, and 

according to the old constitution these 

strangers enjoyed neither rights nor the 

protection of the law (p. 112).  

The dawn of the age of private property 

institutionalized both monogamous family and 

sexual division of labour. Also, the existence of 

private property is inextricably linked with 

exchange of commodities and enhancement of 

male public power. These struck the final blow 

to female freedom and status. Before moving 

further, it may be recalled that this phase is 

different from the earlier ones on several counts 

– expansion of agriculture has assured a steady 

supply of surplus and, as a corollary, 

accentuation of the regime of private property; 

craft specialization emerged that accelerated and 

widened the process of exchange, thus making 

commodity and trade one of the chief 

components of production system; class 

differences have emerged and “the first great 

division of labour into two classes: masters and 

slaves, exploiters and exploited” (Engels, 1891, 

p. 157) has arisen; and finally, since class 

divisions necessitate the need for state, the latter 

in its rudimentary form emerges at this stage. 

The following discussion would locate women’s 

ultimate subordination in this socio-economic 

context. 

Private property wreaked havoc on women’s 

autonomy and status in two crucial respects. 

Firstly, it, alongwith monogamous family 

structure, institutionalised individual 

inheritance. And this necessitated stringent 

control over women’s sexuality – her behavior 

and mobility had to be straitjacketed to ensure 

the inheritance to the ‘rightful’ progeny. Engels 

makes a vivid explication: 

It (monogamous family) is based on the 

supremacy of the man; its express aim is the 

begetting of children of undisputed paternity, 

this paternity being required in order that 

these children may in due time inherit their 

father’s wealth as his natural heirs… The right 

of conjugal infidelity remains his even now, 

sanctioned, at least, by custom… and is 

exercised more and more with the growing 

development of society. Should the wife recall 

the ancient sexual practice and desire to revive 

it, she is punished more severely than ever 

before (p. 62).  

Engels brilliantly exposes the hypocrisy of the 

modern ideas of fidelity and individual sex love 

associated with monogamy and links it to the 

development of hetaerism (extramarital 

intercourse between men and unmarried 

women), prostitution and adultery. One can but 

quote Engels’ masterly exposition to better 

appreciate the context: 

A second contradiction, however, is hereby 

developed within monogamy itself. By the side 

of the husband, whose life is embellished by 

hetaerism, stands the neglected wife. And it is 

just as impossible to have one side of a 

contradiction without the other as it is to retain 

the whole of an apple in one’s hand after half 

has been eaten. Nevertheless, the men appear 

to have thought differently, until their wives 

taught them to know better… Adultery – 

proscribed, severely penalized, but 

irrepressible – became an unavoidable social 

institution alongside of monogamy and 

hetaerism. The assured paternity of children 

was now, as before, based, at best, on moral 

conviction…” (p. 67). 

Private property, with its concomitant 

monogamy, brings woman’s sexuality under 

severe male vigilance and control. Her 

reproductive function comes as much under 

man’s ownership as the inherited and 

accumulated private property does. It is over the 

base of these material conditions that the 

ideological superstructure of culture, religion, 
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law and administration is built that perpetuates 

the idea of female body as a property, a 

commodity, an object. This manifests in the 

social consciousness in varied ways – man as the 

protector of woman; chastity and virginity as the 

ideal virtues of woman, her sexuality as the 

upholder of man’s/family’s/her own honour and 

woman’s ultimate goal of becoming a devoted 

wife and begetter of sons. In its extreme form it 

manifests as objectification and 

commodification of women’s bodies, reduction 

of woman to mere objects of man’s lust, and 

finally in sexual assault and rape. First, the body 

of woman becomes the private property of her 

man with the sole aim of gratifying his needs and 

desires. And then from it naturally follows the 

idea of entire woman tribe existing with the sole 

meaning of satisfying man’s every and most 

bizarre demands and fancies. One needs to locate 

rape and sexual assault in this historical process 

of effecting gradual control over woman’s body 

and sexuality and her eventual transformation as 

man’s private property. The material base, it may 

be reiterated, was readying itself during the 

gradual passage of the remote past. Here, one 

may recall that the first inkling of supervising 

and controlling woman’s sexuality had already 

begun in the prehistoric times when incest 

taboos and rules of exogamy were being laid 

down, as discussed in one of the sections above. 

Private property and monogamy reinforce and 

formalize this process and finally seal the idea 

man’s ownership.  

The second crucial role of private property in 

institutionalizing female subordination and male 

predominance lies in the expansion of the 

process of commodity exchange. Exchange, as 

mentioned above, had begun with the 

crystallization of pastoral kin property. The 

sexual division of labour meant that it was 

undertaken by the male members. This expanded 

man’s public sphere. Also his share in the 

procurement of production goods became 

relatively larger than that of woman – the share 

of total workload for women, however, 

increased as the complexity of household tasks 

and nurturing children kept her perpetually 

engaged.  

In this stage, with the increased agricultural 

production and diversification of specialized 

crafts, exchange in commodities – trade and 

commerce – became one of the backbones of 

economy. As it advanced and deepened, surplus 

and private property augmented. Since this 

outside world had been men’s preserve, the male 

domain further expanded and along with this 

male power escalated. As Engels notes – “All the 

surplus now resulting from production fell to the 

man; the woman shared in consuming it, but she 

had no share in owning it” (p. 158). Needless to 

mention that women were equally contributing 

to the production process and accumulation of 

surplus not only through their household 

responsibilities, but through a sharing of the 

burden of agriculture and tending cattle as well. 

But with the institutionalization of sexual 

division of labour and male’s ownership of the 

private property, the woman was reduced to a 

mere producer, the man being the appropriator 

of her labour. In Engels’ words, “he is the 

bourgeois; the wife represents the proletariat (p. 

74).    

The new relations of production in the broader 

economy – the divide between producer and 

appropriator – thus, had a mirror image in 

household production relations – between man 

and woman. Eleanor Leacock elaborates: 

The direct producers lost decision-making 

powers over their lives when the specialization 

of labour and production of commodities for 

exchange led to the formation of slave, 

aristocratic, and merchant classes. Women in 

particular lost out because the new economic 

relations based on exchange were in the hands 

of men… because these relations undercut the 

communal households women had controlled 

and transformed women’s domestic work into 

private service (quoted in Coontz and 

Hendersen, 1986, p. 33).   

It is ironical that the erstwhile natural division of 

labour, an arrangement of convenience and 
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complementarity, actually becomes the site of 

her final subordination. As Engels puts it so 

perceptively – “The very cause that had formerly 

made the woman supreme in the house, namely, 

her being confined to domestic work, now 

assured supremacy in the house for the man” (p. 

158).  

Apart from commodity exchange, there were 

other factors too that led to the expansion of 

male’s public domain. Karen Sacks underlines 

these elements in the production process. She 

argues that in a class society since all men do not 

own property, one needs to find answer to the 

question of what accounted for the general 

pattern of male dominance that cut across all 

classes. She suggests that collective forms of 

public labour, viz., corvee for public works, 

conscription and predatory war, collective wage 

work for the ruling class, etc, that shaped the 

larger economy based on surplus creation and 

appropriation had men, and not the women, as 

the prime participants. She claims that this 

tendency of class societies “to socialize the work 

of men and to domesticate that of women… 

creates the material and organizational 

foundations for denying that women are adults, 

and allows ruling classes to define them as wards 

of men” (1974, p. 220). One may add that this 

participation in the social sphere of production, 

which had emerged as the prime location of 

production (unlike the earlier stages when 

women’s contribution had been significant), 

gave all men, irrespective of their class, an 

illusory consciousness of being the actual 

provider, the prime contributor; women were 

seen as dependents, as consumers. Furthermore, 

we are familiar with what Marx had once 

remarked, “The ideas of the ruling class are in 

every epoch the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which 

is the ruling material force of society, is at the 

same time its ruling intellectual force” (German 

Ideology, 1932). And hence it can also be argued 

that the lower and the propertyless classes tended 

to embody the consciousness of the propertied 

males who not only appropriated female labour 

but also commanded ownership over her body 

and being. This explains the final consummation 

of the process of female subordination and 

establishment of patriarchy in this period – both 

at the material and the ideological planes.  

TOWARDS A CONCLUSION: FINDING THE WAY 

AHEAD 

Marxist theory of Historical materialism is not 

only the most scientific method to study the past, 

it is also a powerful tool that promises to provide 

valid and pragmatic answers. By lending a 

historicity to the institution of patriarchy, 

historical materialism not only helps locate its 

origins, but also offers insights into identifying 

ways to tear down its foundations. The foregoing 

account, based on the broad framework outlined 

by Engels, situates the historical process of 

female subordination in the material conditions 

– the mode of production and social 

organization. While the germs of the process lay 

in the remotest of the past – the prehistoric times 

when the natural sexual division of labour was 

being formalized and incest taboos and rules of 

exogamy were laid down – the ultimate seal on 

patriarchy was put only with the advent of 

private property. This also coincided with the 

crystallization of a class divided society. With 

the further expansion of the regime of private 

property and deepening of class divisions that 

made way for the emergence of a strong state, 

patriarchy as a system got firmly entrenched. 

These form the material foundations of 

patriarchy; religion, culture, education, law, 

governance and other similar ideological entities 

are but the organs of the superstructure that was 

built on this material base. The ultimate 

dissolution of patriarchy necessitates the 

dismantling of this base. And elimination of 

private property would be the first essential step 

towards this direction. Class divisions and the 

state are mere concomitants of private property 

and would dissolve over time with the 

disappearance of the latter.  

A Socialist Revolution, hence, is the only 

answer. A socialist socio-economic organization 

where “both kinds of production” (to use Engels’ 
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phrase) – labour and family – have been 

socialized can the final redemption of the woman 

be achieved. We not only require a socialized 

mode of production where the divide between 

producer and appropriator vanishes, but we also 

need the society to take over the private sphere 

of the family. Only over these material 

foundations can the ideological battle against the 

remnants of the previous superstructure be 

waged, and new superstructure built – one that 

promises a real gender-equal world.   

How would this gender-equal world of socialism 

look like? Marx and Engels tell us little. They 

chose not to write “recipes for the cook-shops of 

the future” because, socialism, as Marx 

remarked in the German Ideology, “is not for us 

a state of affairs, an ideal to which reality will 

have to adapt itself”. It would rather be a real 

movement abolishing the present state of things.  

This “present state of things” has already been 

laid bare by both the theoreticians – Engels’ 

exposition pins down the actual causes of origins 

of patriarchy and Marx’s grand explication of 

capitalism helps outline the political economy of 

female household labour. Several Marxist 

feminists, taking cue from Marx’s explication, 

have attempted to draw links between the private 

housework and the public capitalist world of 

wage labour and commodity production. 

Margaret Benston (1969), the pioneer in this 

field, reminds us that in an economic system 

made exclusively of exchangeable commodities, 

female household labour produces use value but 

fails to evoke exchange value, and hence 

remains discounted from the production process. 

Rosa Luxemburg (1912) explains this absurdity: 

Only that work is productive which produces 

surplus value and yields capitalists profit… 

From this standpoint the dancer in a café… is 

a productive working woman, while the toil of 

the woman and mothers of the proletariat 

within the four walls of the home is considered 

unproductive work. This sounds crude and 

crazy but it is an accurate expression of the 

crudeness and craziness of today’s capitalist 

economic order.  

Benston locates the material basis for woman’s 

inferior status in this crudeness: 

In a society in which money determines value, 

women are a group who work outside the 

money economy. Their work is not worth 

money, is therefore valueless, is therefore not 

even real work. And women themselves, who 

do this valueless work, can hardly be expected 

to be worth as much as men, who work for 

money. 

While devaluation of women’s work is a 

handiwork of the rules governing capitalist 

production, it must be underlined that it is this 

very arrangement (of nuclear family with men as 

wage earner and women as the carer) that helps 

preserve capitalism as a system. Firstly, the 

unpaid nature of women’s daily toil, which 

sustains and prepares the male wager for 

everyday labour, is an essential part of the profit 

made by the capitalist. As Benston explains – 

“To pay women for their work, even at minimum 

wage scales, would imply a massive 

redistribution of wealth. At present, the support 

of a family is a hidden tax on the wage earner—

his wage buys the labor power of two people.” 

Secondly, in the present arrangement where 

women procreate and nurture children as a 

natural function on their part, capitalism gets for 

free the future army of labourers. Thus in Marx’s 

conception of capitalist expropriation of man’s 

surplus labour is essentially also hidden 

woman’s household labour. This is irrespective 

of the fact that several women may also directly 

participate in the capitalist production process as 

labourer. Under such circumstances her labour 

gets doubly expropriated.  

To return to Marx’s expression of abolishing the 

“present state of things”, the key to women’s 

emancipation, thus, lies in dismantling the 

present capitalist system that necessitates 

housework for its sustenance. One may, 

however, pose a counter argument underlining 

the “positive” spaces created for women’s 
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emancipation under capitalism – the capitalist 

system not only employs women, thus making 

them economically independent, but also 

relieves the burden of housework by introducing 

technologies that mechanise several household 

chores and also through support systems like 

crèches, babysitter, nurses, etc. This advanced 

role of capitalism cannot be denied. But, as far 

as women’s employment in a capitalist system is 

concerned, Marx has brilliantly exposed how 

their participation helps deflate the market value 

of wage by increasing labour supply and how 

women and children enhance surplus value by 

working on extremely low wages. So, whether it 

is housework or “productive” wage labour, in 

both roles women serve the interests of 

capitalism. Secondly, one may be easily 

reminded that capitalism’s claim of unburdening 

women from housework applies only to those 

women who can pay for it. And it is needless to 

mention that they account for a meager number. 

Further, one must not forget that these facilities 

– the paid care work – for middle and upper class 

women thrive mostly on necessarily maintaining 

a section of proletariat/ lower class women who 

provide the care services without affording any 

similar support for themselves. An exploitative 

class-divided society, thus, lies at the heart of 

this arrangement. The claim of women’s 

emancipation flies in the face of these 

contradictions. Further, the paid care work 

creates a deep divide amongst women as a 

category where a needy, underpaid female 

labour supply is a prerequisite for the upward 

economic mobility of the “emancipated” few. 

This divide is a chink in the armor of the 

mainstream feminist movements as well, and 

sadly, most feminists choose not to recognize it. 

Under these circumstances, the idea of 

emancipation for the entire womenfolk within 

the present capitalist system remains absolutely 

illusory. The “present state of things” – the 

regime of capitalism and private property – thus 

requires abolition. 

Socialism, where both production and 

housework are socialized, promises real 

emancipation of women and it gets established 

on the ruins of capitalism. It should be 

underlined that capitalism itself does much of the 

groundwork for building up of socialism – a 

socialized production process to which women 

have already been given equal access and the 

necessary technology and institutions to relieve 

women of housework and child care. But 

capitalism, owing to its own contradictions, can 

neither engage all women in the production 

process nor can it socialize the support system. 

This unfinished task of capitalism gets fulfilled 

only by socialism. August Bebel aptly remarks – 

“Bourgeois society could only set up the theory; 

as in so many other respects, their practice was 

at odds with their theories. It is for Socialism to 

harmonize the theory with practice” (1891, p. 

347).  

Socialism is premised on the fundamental right 

to work – every able bodied person, irrespective 

of sex, gets work according to his/her ability and 

receives according to the work done. As a 

fundamental right, this theoretically brings every 

able bodied woman within the sphere of 

production. Further, socialism, for a long period, 

necessarily requires the labour of the entire 

working population to revolutionise production 

to a level when abundance gets available to the 

society to enable its final transition to 

communism. This necessity creates practical 

conditions for the involvement of all women into 

production process. One can imagine the impact 

of this economic independence on women of 

socialist society – both at material and 

ideological level. She no longer remains a mere 

“consumer”, a dependent, a private property of a 

man. This material base, over time, would 

revolutionise the social consciousness with 

regard to woman as a being. This, however, is 

only one of the preconditions of women’s 

emancipation. The second, more significantly, is 

the socialization of the domestic sphere. Benston 

categorically spells this out: 

Equal access to jobs outside the home, while 

one of the preconditions for women’s 

liberation, will not in itself be sufficient to give 
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equality for women; as long as work in the 

home remains a matter of private production 

and is the responsibility of women, they will 

simply carry a double workload. A second 

prerequisite for women’s liberation which 

follows from the above analysis is the 

conversion of the work now done in the home 

as private production into work to be done in 

the public economy.      

The drudgery of private housework has been 

underlined by several early Marxists including 

Engels, August Bebel, Eleanor Marx, Lenin, 

among others. Bebel, perhaps the first Marxist to 

have produced an extensive work exclusively on 

women, not only underlines the misery of 

housework, but he also dwells upon the pre-

capitalist nature of the kitchen – its inefficiency 

and lack of scientificity. He says – “the small 

private kitchen is, just like the workshop of the 

small master mechanic, a transition stage, an 

arrangement by which time, power and material 

are senselessly squandered and wasted” (338-

339). He, thus, makes a case for a socialized 

public kitchen, established on scientific lines and 

equipped with latest technology.      

Lenin offers the following piercing description 

of women’s wretchedness: 

Notwithstanding all the laws emancipating 

woman, she continues to be a domestic slave, 

because petty housework crushes, strangles, 

stultifies, and degrades her, chains her to the 

kitchen and the nursery, and she wastes her 

labor on barbarously unproductive, petty, 

nerve-racking, stultifying and crushing 

drudgery. The real emancipation of women, 

real communism, will begin only where and 

when an all-out struggle begins (led by the 

proletariat wielding the state power) against 

this petty housekeeping, or rather when its 

wholesale transformation into a large-scale 

socialist economy begins (quoted in Benston).  

Soviet Russia began this process of 

transformation of the private into social through 

a number of initiatives – communal kitchens, 

public eating-houses, laundries and repairing 

shops, nurseries, kindergartens, children’s 

homes, educational institutions, recreation clubs, 

maternity homes, etc. Thus, the task and 

responsibility of nurturing infants, bringing up 

children, cooking and cleaning, caring for the old 

and infirm, hitherto an exclusively women’s 

sphere, get transferred to the society in 

socialism. Even procreation and maternity needs 

of women are taken care of by the socialist 

society. This arrangement is the most scientific 

organization of society. Here each man and 

woman is being freed to contribute towards the 

development of humanity. The interests of the 

individual are being harmoniously subsumed 

within the interests of the society. And thus, the 

illusion that private property creates of 

irreconcilable conflict between individual and 

society, starts falling to dust. This is the real, 

genuine movement of abolition of “present state 

of things” as proposed by Marx that embarks the 

society to communism.    

When the household life of woman has been 

radically transformed, private property has been 

abolished and the woman becomes an active, 

independent participant in the process of 

economic and social reconstruction, the 

domestic life – the man-woman relationship – 

gets relegated to the private realm of the two 

individuals. We return to the point where we 

began – the complementarity of man and woman 

in social and economic life. It is a return to a 

society that shares the burden of woman’s 

reproductive role, a function that once again gets 

recognized, not as a natural duty to create heir 

for men, but as a social necessity for the 

perpetuation and development of society. This 

return, however, is at an extraordinarily higher 

level. We may conclude by the following 

beautiful lines of Bebel: 

Society re-takes what once was its own, but in 

accord with the newly created conditions of 

production, it places its whole mode of life upon 

the highest stage of culture, which enables all to 

enjoy what under more primitive circumstances 

was the privilege of individuals or of individual 

classes only (p. 348).  


